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KIRBY, GAPP[NS@ |
~ TO BE ELECTKx

s, J. Kirby, Jesse Gappins and C,

0. ¥ox were Tuesday declared guilty

of the murder of Willlam Brazell,

Columbia transfer driver, and were

sentenced by Judge Thomas S..Sease

to death by electrocution -between

the hours of 10 a. m, and 2 p. m., on

Kriday, October 21. As the solemn

 sords which tore from the breasts of
-,t_.hg_condomneﬁ men the last ray ot
‘hope, it any had lingered with them,

were pronounced by Judge Sease not

_one.of the trio moved a muscle to all
appearances. Throughout the trial

Gappins and Kirby had manifested a

little nervousness but each of them
when the verdict was read in open
court and when sentencéa was pro-
nounced received the news with the
stoicismi of Indlans. Fox never evi-
denced the slightest emotion through-
out the whole trinl. With a calmness
born of courage or induced by an
almost inhuman calousness to the
3 \f_iner feelings of humanity he related
ac length the horrible details of the
erime, denying at no time his own
part and attempting no paliation for
himself. He It was who struck the
‘boy over the head with a blackjock.
He it was who stabbed him with the
Jinife  which  produced death—not
nonce but several times, once while he
was standing aund once while he was
down, pinioned by the arms of Kirby
.and Gappins, Heédless of the
nest pleas of the defenseless lad for
his lite, he' jubbed the knife into his
aquivering flesh and inflicted the mor-
tal wound. Io reply to i guestion by

Car-

Solicitor Callisen e said  that he
never realized that he had killed the
boy and did not now realize it. To
him it secmed that perhaps Kirby,
who choked him and whol when the
fatal wound: had been  dealt, rode
withh the dying boy In the back of
‘the car alone, might bave done the

socual “ithine. Az Fox told-his slory
a wave of revulsion and horror swept
over the court roon..  Even the faint
Lium of neise which usually pervicdes
nocourt wis hushed and listen-
ers stood aghast ot the grucsome e
cital orf onc of the mest brutal erimes
that has the annals
of the heard the
testimony throughout the trial of the
three fele convineed that Fox
was the only one of the trio who told
“the truth, the whole teoth and noth-

IRRTNT §RY

cver darbkenced

state,  Many who

nmien

ing but the truth.,” PBoth Kivby and
Gappins had attemped o show their
own part in the crime in the most
fuvorable light, Gappins  weyjps tu
make the jury believe that he not
only did not know when they left

Columbin that they intended to steal
the which wius
but that he thrice refused to strike
the 'boy at Kirby's demand and even
pleaded with the othe
the boyv's life,

that he

car Brazall driving

murderers to

Fox contivmed

hid

spare
his statement refused
use the blackjack

implicated

to
Gappins in the plot
2teal the ear and sald that Gappins
held one hand of the boy while IFox
did the cutting. never admit-
ted choking the boy but said he only
laid one hand lightly upon his arm.
Htatk” Constable Burly  also  testified
that Gappins had confessed to him
that he had held Brazell's arn.

The case against Kirby was treied
Aavst, the jury verdict in
just 35 minutes, while the jury which
tried Fox \umi Guuping remained out
40 minutes. When asked it they had
anything to say why the sentence of

Lo

Kirby

returning a

but otherwise he|

death should not  bhe asked  upon
them Fox and Kivby were silent but
Gappins said he did not think he had
received Justice, v

Relutives  resent.

Throughout the teianl of the theee
men the court oo was crowded,
Among the spectators present were
relutives of hoth the urdered oy |
and of his threo murderers, Duving
i short roecess Tuesday fiappins’
rother and sister ecwnmie up to him
and caressed him but they were led
away by  State  Conatable  Berley.
When the verdict against Kirhy was
read his wife, who  with  her little
daughter were in the court o,
broke down and sobbed. She also
had another breakdown  when o the
sentence of death was passed,

Fox's father, J. 8 Fox, o pretived
merchant of Stunley Creel;, N, .,
was also  an  interested  speetator
though he absented himself during

hiz son’s teatimony, Mr, Aoy h:g

L

been in Lexington since Saturday and
has made a splendid impression on
all with whom he came in contact.
Realizing the enormity of his son's
crime, he made no attempt to save
his 1life, but eame, as he sald, only
to console his son and help to prepare
him to meet his God. Mr. Fox looked

up Mr. Brazell, father of the mur-
dered boy and expressed his deep
sympathy.

Within a short while after sentence
had been passed upon the three men
they were taken from the court room
under a strong guard, armed with
riot guns and whisked to the state
penitentiary in Columbia,_ where they
will remain until the day on which
they will pay the supreme penalty for
their crime. As the procession passed
through . the lower corridor of the
court room Fox's father said to hlis
son, “I ‘will see you tomoffow." Just
as the last'procession of guards was
filing down the rear stairs of the

ceurthouse, a bystander, of whom

there were about four standing in the

corridor, evidently believing theyv had
all passed, and seemingly intending to
get to the door to catch a glimpse of
the men, attempted to close in on
the party. He was immediately
brushed aside by one .ot the party of

guards, who evidently feared that
trouble was about to start. Other
than this incident there was no un-
toward incident or any evi-
dence of any intention at mob vio-
lence, though rumors were vife that
(i event the death sentence were not

passed upon all threee men an attempt
fwould e made to Iyach them. The
prisonces, however, woere adequately
sunrded and it would have been ser-

ious and LWluody work

o ave  at-
tempted anything of the kind.,

At the conclusion of the trial Mrs.
I-‘--.\; approached Mr. Martin, who had
represented her husband by appoint-
ment, and . have ll!';x
lvoking to com-

tnuting his sentence to life imprison-

tried o Cot-

menee procecdings
he was men-

She clanimed that
plate in his skull.
referred her the

mient on the ground that
tally irvesponsible,
hie i silver
h' £ i

IO,

ALR IS

Martin Liv OV -

Trial Begins,
Ire o court room crowded almost to

sulfoention and  with o temperature
way above the asverage for September
the trinl of & 0. Kirby, Jesse Gappins
and C .00 Fox owas begun Monday ab-

ternon. At the morning  session ot
the court the wen had been arranigned,
counsel appointed for them severally,
the grand jury early, in the proceed-
ings bringing in a true Lill. At 3
clock Monday morning the three pris-
oners, against whom threats of Ivneh-
ing had of

the commission of the ¢rime August 9,

0 -

been made at the time

were tuken from the state penitentiary
at Columbin and brought to
ton, whers

Lexing-
in the
automobiles, con-

prisoners State
Constables Berly, Smyrl, Eichelberger
and Poppenheim, J. D. Dunnaway,
and Detectives Shorter, Carter, Broom
and Allen of the Colunibin
Policenuen ol the
niill rolled  into
about minutes afoer the

they were pliced

court house. Four

talning besides  the

foree and
‘Columbia
Lexington
Pty lert

Knox
villuge,

the state penitentiney and the pris-
oners were pluced in the court house
at once AL the close of the day's
session Monday, under  the  same
guard, heavily armed with repoenting
rifles, the men were returned to the

prenitentiaey,

One ol the kurgest crowds ever seen
began gather carly
in the morning of Monday and by the
tirne the
b
them

in Lexington to

court was opened the erowd
Inrge that hall of
get entrance to the
court room, though within a0 few min-

bt =iy

could not

ntes after the dors were opened evory

available seat had been taken and
the surging cvowd of spectators had
overrun  the aisle and taken overy
seat within the bar of the court,
Juidige Sease ordered that beginning
arter the dinner recess no more per-
sons woull b atlowed in the court

room than could be
il thie
This

comtortably seat-

and thiae Tris

atrictiy

nisle kept elear,

vrder wins cnforeed.

Judee 8

tonk oecasion during his
the granmd jury o say thar
he had been connected with the courts

chirge to

of this #tate tor 23 years and in that
timwe nee disovider lad evey oecirred
sl that .1 vetnld o talke pluoe in

FOX GUILTY.
~ED OCTOBER 21

R g i i S )

this trial. In & most emphatic man-
ner he said that no disorder would be
tolerated. There was no disorder.
Among the interested persons pres-
ent in the court room were the mother,
father, sister and other relatives of
Wm. Brazell, the young Columbla

1

taxl driver, who was, done to death®

with a blackjack and a knife on the
Augusta road by the three men.

Kirby's wife and daughter, Gap-

pins’ mother and sister and Fox's
father and step-niother were also
present. Gappins' wife was present

part of the time
towards the last.
Lawyers Appointed.

Each of the three defendants upon
arrailgnment announced his inability
to securc counsel and Judge Sease
thereupon appointed A. D. Martin to

but was not seen

CRIMINAL COURT

GRINDING AWAY

dourt or general sessions opened
promptly  Monday morning with
Judge Thomas 8. Sease of Spartan-
Inirg presiding. 0. B. Anderson of
Edgetield, the efficient and abliging
stenographer of the circuit, was on
hand, and Solicitor Callison was at
his' post of duty.

In his charge to the grand Jjury
Judge Sease scored the petit juries
for failure to do their duty and was
‘particularly strong in his condemna-
tion of the lynching of WIll Allen at
Chapin recently. “There may be men
in :thla court room who took part in
the Iynching of WIII Allen recently
at ‘Chapin. If so I want to say to
then that they are guilty of murder
—murder just as foul, just as heinous
as wuas the crime of Will Allen in
kiling Mr. Frick. IT there Is any dif-
r.érvnvc:. the latter was a more cow-

ardly act,” sald Judge Sease with
represent Kirby, McKendree Barr tol ¢mphasis. Emphasizing the duty of
represent Fox and T. C. Sturkie to| the juryman, he said that the con-
represent Gappins. Immediately af-|stitution and laws under which we
ter arraignment the three prisoners|iive are made by the people. If the
retired with their attorneys for a con-| people are not satisfied with them

ferenceé, Under the law they were en-
titled to three days in which to pre-
pare their case, but after
tion it was announced soon after din-

consulta-

they should change them: thy had

no right to take the into their
1

own own hands. If the juries who

law

came from the people, would be
ner recess that tlm,\" were ready, and more ateadfast in their duty and hold
the trinl  was  immediately entered | mbre sacred thelr oath of office
into, Solicitor Callison requested that| there would be a lessening of crime.

Lthe men he tried separcately and Kirby
wias firse ||l_[_\l~m1 on trial.
Kirby Jury Seleeted.
Just 17 minutes were consumed in
the selection of the jury, not n single
mian aside the

being stood by cither

prosecution or defense. The Jurynven

the swearing of witnesses to appear
were placied on thelr voirt dire, all before the grand jury. Several pleas
but three of them sayving that they of guilty had been entered and sen-
had  cither formed or. expressed an tenee passed.
opinion  in the  ease,  They  were

When court adjourned for the day
Wednesday considerable progress had
been made towards clearving the dock-
et, Monday and Tuesday were con-
sumed largely in the trial of the cases
agninst Pox, Gappins, and Kirby and

unanimous in saying that l_h(- uplninn"
they had formed would not prevent|
them from giving both the State and |
the defense o Tabr and impartinl teial.
“The following acfed as the Jury:
John 8. Addy, foreman,

: ._~!

Cuses Disposed OF,

Al the time of 1[1[]0\11'"'!“01!1 Wed-
nesday afternoon the following cases
lw,-!‘,}ugen JAlsposed of in addition to
thatiagainst Fox, Gappinsg and Kirby:

Hoiner Wooas, Huyler Harris, housebreanking in
Moses 13: Tnery, lthe night with intent to steal, plead-
Jesse L. Sox, Irri guilty: six years in reformatory.
Winatead Hueniou, . Norman W. Tucker, n resident of
LAY Wingurd, ‘i‘ulifm‘ni:l and o former soldier ot
Simpsaon Spires, I Camp Jackson, entered o plea of
Avehie 1. Sox, suilty  of assaull and battery of o
J. ML Oswald, high and aggravated nature and was
Killinn Oxner, i:«-ntenl.'vd Lo Ft:l.'\"' three months or
G.o Bouknight, by a fine of $150,
Jacolh H, Bunidirick. | Juaek Jenking, negro, pleaded guilty
Witnesses Testiry. L of car breaking and larceny, and was

When conrt adjourned about 6 o'- sentenced to six months

cluck Monday afternoon six witnesses| Annis Burgess pleaded  guilty  of

had been examined and Kirby him- housebreaking and larceny and was

sellf was on the stand, !

Clyde Hester of Columbin, owner ot
the Cadillie car young Brazell
was dreiving at the time of his death,
Brazell
ulive on the afternoon of the Sunday

w hich

testiliend that he had last seen

Cver Wisinger pleaded

months,
Evans and Oli-
guilty of trans-
purting whiskey and were sentenced
four months or $400.
Henry Hiller and Charlie Williioms

nine
Jus, Jockson, Chas.

sentenced to

Ty

p were tried on the same chavge, found
on which the tragedy occurved. He by o A 1 ; " f 2600
5 suilty and sentenced to a fine o i
wius present when the body of the | BUHE " X Al . . "
or six onths, ot the parties pve
boy was found near Leesville, The 90 % mont : !
. Negroes,
car which had been abandoned by B ) )
oo Harris, HEEro, was found
the three murderers was returned Lo . ¢ violati ¢ i
: o . % ruilty of violation o 1e dispensary
him by Shevift Plunkett of Richmond 5 ) !
" Iaw. Sentence had not been passed
county,  Georgin, and  was hlood- i 1 1
" when court adjourned.
stuined. | [‘ l‘ : Kell C 1 i il
: - - | Javis Kelly, negro, pleaed guilty
Dr. Iy M. Crosson testified as to the |
. Pto o carbreaking and laveeny and was
nature ol the wounds, saving there| = .
e averad ) s t ¢ . l'f sentenced to o months.
Ore sever: aritiges on the front of | 4
s ! No Bill in Harmon-Asbhill Case,
the boy's head, appavently  made Laye . p
i | The grand jury brought in no hill
some blunt instrument, which might Z 2
Cin the cases against Rural  Police-
have  produced  concussion  of  the
- 1 | e Ashill and De. Rice B, Harmon,
brain. Fhere  were several culs on | 2 =
: Pwhich grew out of the incldent which
his hand a nthree siab wounds, the | .
- i v death Bad it happened  on the Augusta rond  on
one which produced death being that | . A .
! b B | the afternoon of the Fourth ot July,

which penctrated the boy's lung, pro- |

ducing a copious  hemorrage fruml
which death must have resulted in oo
. A |
few  manutes. This wound  had  the |

|

appearance of having not only been a

- ——
SENTENCED TO SIX YEARS
FOR HOUSEBREAKING IN NIGUT

stab wound hut indicated that the Huyler Hareis,  14-yeav-old  negro
knife must have heen worked in ir; hoy. pleaded gullty in court Monday
after the blade had penetrated. Pt s charge of housebreaking in the

W BL Boberts, chief mechanic on MEDU e withintent to o steal, A

the ichmond county, G, roads, was

the  next witness, Fe nlso aets at times

Jury was deawn and the judge divected

overdict of guilty with o recommen-

as apuard  on the  chningang.  On chion: 1o I}IG.!.“‘\" My wma soneansed

Monday, August 8, he  cncounteced | toosix years in the veformatory for

Kirby, Fox and  Gappins,  who told | negro boys, Haoreeis was found under

hitn they had tive Frouble and uis!n-‘ll el du el Mo of X _“-' AnlEief

o know where they could obtain ;.i taenvithe:

tive of a certain size. He told ”“_m' e T

that it was improbable they could Iu" RAWL CASE PRODBABLY

able o find @ tive of thaot size at | COME TO TRIN, FRIDAY

Wiynestoro, toward which they \\'l'l'l" T

headed, but thought Augusta was the The  cas Aniinst Killinn BHawl,

nearest wwn oat which they would clhiarged with asmaault with intent to

And it. One of them had mentioned ravish and assault and battery of n

that he winted  to telegraph for high  and ageravated  nature,  will

NI IS The men woent 1. Aliout probabiy compe to trial Fridoay, A true

< . . I has been found  asninst the de-

Continued on Page Five,) . fendant Ly thie 2innd jues,

TOWNTOHAVE
POTATO HOUSE

A -nieeting of the Sweet Potato
Growers' Association was held in the
court house last Friday afternoon, at
which time it was decided to proceed

_Lma_:_mdiqtel,\' with the building of a

curing house, to be completed in time

to recelve this year's crop.

The committee appointed at o pre-
vious meeting to select a site for the
house reported that a suitable lot had
been secured near the depot of suffi-
cient size to meet the present needs,
and it was understood that additionul
ground could be had if it was found
necessary to enlarge the building at
some future time.

A bullding committee was appoint-
ed to let the contract for the erection
of the curing house and to secure the
services of an adthority on potato
houses from Clemson College to sup-
ervise the work. The house will be
built according to specificatlons fur-
nished by Clemson college.

It is proposed to erect a building
large enough to accommeodate some-
thing over 5,000 bushels of potatoes,
which it is thought will be sufficient
for the present, and the house will
be constructed in a way that addi-
tions can be made at any time it lar-
ger quarters are needed.

A committee of three, couslsting
Messrs. J. A. Barre, John T. Sox,
and Ira M. Sligh, was appointed to
collect money for the stock pledges
signed sometime ago, and to secure
additional pledges for stock. The
asgociation instructed this committee

to cvollect this money by September
20, so that the building committee
will have funds available when t.e

contract is et for the house, All those
subscribing for stock in the associa-
tion will please take note of this and
be ready for the committec it
calls, *

¥
.

MISS SUSAN ROOP
GOES TO BOSTON TO ENTER
. _MUSIC CONSERVATORY

when

Miss Mary Susan Roof, daughter of
M, E. B. RNoof, left ves-
terday (or Boston, where she goes to
enter the New England Conservatory
of Music. Miss Roof is a graduate of
Coker College, Hartsville, gnd after
completing the regular course at that
institution, she did post-graduate and
work there. Miss Hoof is
a pianist of marked ability, and has

amd Mrs,

instruetion

thus far made unusual progress in
the world of music. Her many friends |
will witch her future course with !
great interest, and all of them wish
for her a successful year at the sreat
Consevvatory in Boston. .
— e ———
COMMUNITY FAIR AND

BARBECUE AT STAR SCHOOIL.

The Ladies School Luaprovement

Lengue of Star school distriet No. 10,

will give

a Community Fair and a
Barbecue at  the school houge on
Thursday, September 22, 1921, Sev-
eral prominent speakers have con-
sented o e present and make
speeches, among these speakers
being Hon, Cole 1. Blease. There
will also be several games of good

baseball played on the grounds during
The public is cordially in-
present. 2t-¢

the day,
vited to be

PLEASANT HILL DOTS

It seems as Dan Supid has made o
visit in this community. Mr., Crawford
Taylor and Miss Eva Anderson were
married Sunday evening at 3 o'clock
by the Rev, J. E. Steel of Lexington.

Mres, . Do Taylor is on a 2 weeks
visit Mrs. Dr, Er-
nest Hallmnn, They are all smiles; it's
n girl, ,

Mr. Claude Taylor and l':unlil_\' and
brother, Carl and his family, visited
Dr. Ernest Hallinan.
James Gilllon, better
and Mrs, Mary
Holly were marrvied Sunday, We con-
this

with her daughter,

thelr sister, Mrs,
Hu! Ha! My,
known as Uncle Jim,
vratulate couple,
Mro and Mes. . Z. Taylor spent
SHaturday night with  their
My Murs,

Mr. Capug Burnett is all smiles; it's

dauehter,
nnd Judson Cool
i hoy,

M. Harley Taylor visited
theiv father and brother, Mre. and Mrs.,

and Muis,

W. L Taylor Sunday.

Mr. and Mrs, Mavion Derrick and| Col, G. T.
sou, oL vislted their father, My,
Himpson Paviopr Seee iat,

(

presided had always

GRAND JURY

URGES TRIAL
CONTINUED CASES

GRAND JURY MAKES SPECIAL
PRESENTMENT URGING THAT
CONTINUED CASES BE
TRIED AT THIS TERM.

There was a slight ripple in court
Monday morning when the g;'n.ml
jury brought in a special presentment
urging the preslding judge to-expedite
all cases and especially such cases wa
had been continued from former
courts. The presentment was as fol-
lows: ! =

“Lexington, 8. C., Sept. 12, 1921.
“To the Court of General Sessions of

Lexington County, now in sesslon:

“We, thu_' Grand Jury of Lexington
County, respectfully submit the fol-
lowing recommendation to the Court:

“That it use every effort availible
to expedite all cases up for consider-
ation at this of court. This
seems to us necessary to better pro-
tect society and to decrease lawléss-
ness in the county.

“We respectlvely wish this to apply
in cases heretofore continued. In our
opinion this will go far in maintain-
ing due respect for our courts :inh in
preventing mob violence. ?

“Respectively submitted,
“J. H. ROBERTS,
“TForeman.”

term

In commenting upon the' present-
ment, Judge Sease, with some feel-
ing, said that courts over which he
been noted for
the dispatch with which business had
been handled and this would be the
case at this term of court and no
presentment from the grand jury ‘was
necessary to insure this, As to contin-
uances, if there merit in such
questions he would grant continu-
ances, the grand jury to the contrarvy

was

motwithstanding.

,  Immediately after the dinner re-
cess Judge Sease again addressed the
grand jury, stating that upon delib-
eration he felt sure the grand. jury
intended no reflection upon him
and had he read carefully the special
presentment he would not hav spoken
as he did. J. H. Noberts, foreman,
grand jury, responded that he was
glad his honor had correctly inter-
preted the sentiment of the grand
Jury.  With statements the in-
vident was closed.

these

EFFORT MAD¥, TO CONTINUE
CASE AGAINST KELLY AND GOFI’

Cole l.. Blease, counsel for “Newlt"

Kelly and Frank Goff, charged with

the murder of David Shull
Brooklund last December, Monday
morning moved for a continuance of
the case aganinst the defendants. The
ground on which the continuance was
asked wos that Col. J. B, Wingard,
Blease said was the lead-
case, was ill and
not be able to appear at this
term of He also stated that
by reason of crime conditions pre-
vailing at this time it would be pre-
judieial vy the defendants who,
he Dbelieved to have a really meritori-
ous defense. Judge Sease sald he
would tnke the matter under advise-
ment and assured counsel that the
case would not be tried before Tues-
day of next weak, ut which time fur-

in New

whom Gov,
ing counse!l in the
would
court.

1o

ther argument may be had on the mo-

tion for continuance,

|

MAY CONTINUE SWYGERT
' CASE, ACCOUNT ILLNESS OF
DEFENDANT'S BROTHER

George Bell Timmerman, of counsel
for the defense, Wednesday afternoon
made a motion for a continuance,of
the case against Job Swygert, indict-
ed for on the ground thot
My, brother was very ill,
his recovery doubtful, Judsze
the matter under consid-

murder,
Swygert's
being
Scase toog
‘evstion to await the result of the sicl
Should he be suffician: -
1y before adjourns
the case will be brought to trial.

man's ulness,

recovered court

COOK CASE LIKELY COMIEE
TO TRIAT, THURSDAY

The case against Julin Cook., Sava’
Minnie Cook, Henry Wheeler an
James Barfield, neeused of the raure-
(der of Marecellus Cook, will in il

probability begin tomorrow, Upon o -
raignment the defendants stated th:t
they had secured attorneys annd
sraham, l;‘__\'rus L. -She: .y,
Asbill and . D, Coer
conduct th

no

B. I

appointed to

M o .

o § O



