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CONSIDERATION

th

House Has Passed Most of e
Measures Over to Senate—Ad-

journed Friday to Monday

(By Jno. K. Aull)

Columbia, Jan. 30.—The generul
assembly has made remarkable prog-
ress during the three weeks of its
sescion, and, if only the old-time cus-
tomary forty days are to be consum-
ed, then the legislature is half way
through with the session. However,
in the past several years, the session
has gone beyond the forty days, and
it may go beyond that this year,
though both s2nate and house have
been working hard both at day and
night sessions.

The principal matters so far con-
sidered, of state-wide impertance,
are the new tax revenue bills, and
ir way to

ait

most of them are on 2 fa
passage. It is anderstood that the
ways and means of the
house, which prepares the appropria-
tion bill to be introduced in the
house, is somewhat indisposed to take
any definite action on various matters
un.til it knows what the final disposia
tion of the new tax-raising bills will
be. If they should fail, the appropria-
tion proposal, introduce ;
committee, might be cut more than it
otherwise would. The idea scems 19
be to reduce the state levy in one
in response to the
decrease of

commitiee

as

manner or another,
popular demand for 8l o
taxes. As matter of fact, anybody
who has studied the tax citnation in
South Carelina, knows that the main
taxation ic by the municipal ¢
and that a re-
duction in the not
amount to very much, anyw but
the people are demanding a reduced
levy from the Jegislature in the state
aporopriation bill. For instance, 0
ré&uce the salaries of state officials
would ameunt to practically nothing,
comparatively, when taken into ‘con-
sideration with other appropriations.
The ways and means
composed of men who have been
dying the situation, and they ‘
reach a decision which seems 0 them
right and proper. Then it will be up
10 the house first, and the
to zo over the bill, and make sach
changes as either body sees fit. The
measure will go on the gridiron of the
house, and after being passed bY that
body, with such amendmen sees
fit to make, it will go to
committee of the senatle. and from the
finance committee of the senate back
to the house and then to a free con-
ference committee of
who will at last be the final arbiters.
Revenue-Raising Measures

The house has passed, almost with-
out debate, all the propesed measures
looking towards new sources of rev
enue, except the luxury tax measare,
now up to the

ad

orpora-
tions and the counties,
-state levy wonld
ay,
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must have paid his taxes before Dec-:
ember 31, in order to vote in any

general election within six months
thereafter.

Three-Mill School Tax

The resolution of Mr. Sapp of Rich-

any one vayving taxes duringz the

land county. providing for the sub-|

n
e

mission to the people of a constitu-
tional amendment doing away with
the three-mill scheool tax, was given
a favorable report by the ways and
means committee of the house, as
was also his resolution providing an
amendment to the constitution *to
establish a just and eqguitable system
of raising public revenues.” The
idea of Mr. Sapp is that the legisla-
ture should be empowered to provide
the funds needed by the schools, as
1eeds may appear each year.
Reappcrtionment in House
Under the census of 1910,
held that there must be a reapportion-
ment of the representation of coun-
ties in the house. The house is com-
posed of 124 members, to be appor-
tioned according to the population of
the counties, as shown by thé census.
Under a bill which has been introduc-
ed. after careful fizuring by mathe-
maticians on! the census report, Bam-

these

it is

d by the { berg is reduced from two menibers 10

one. Florence increased from three
membes to four, Marlbore decreased
from three members to two members,
and Ricnland increased from five
members to six members.

Take Short Recess
Both houses of the general assem-

L
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work,
djourned on Friday afternoon untl

o
“

Monday night.

This general assembdly has been
working perhaps as zteadily =8 any
ceneral assembly in  recent years.
There is a lot of work yet to be done,

huwever, in view of tie new taxation
pregram which has been undertaken,
and it is problematical
session will be conciuded within th
next three weeks,
Warrant Against Semator

Mr. August Kohn of the News an d
Courier, writing to his paper. has the
following to say with regard to a pro-
hibition law warrant issuec

-.. +3a
whether the

©

against
the senator from Oconee:

The members: of the senatle are
very much interested in the report
f the assistant enief

¢ity had issued 2
Senator Mason of
Oconee county. Senator Mascn is in-
sistent that there is absolutely noth-
inzr in the charze other than that a

rom Seneca that
of police of that

against

warrant

¥
alk
al

| friend sent a bottle of scuppernong

both houses,;

| rectly. violated the prohibit

.
%

wine to a restaurant for him tv get,
that he declined the wine and never
cailed for it and that the wine was
poured out and that is all he nad to do
with it. Of course, members cf the
oeneral assembly are immune 1o ar-
rest during the session on charges of
this character. Senator Mason says
he has no idea of claiming immunity,
and wants evervone to know that at
possible momemt there

the
must Be some mistake in the charze,
directly, nor indi-

ion or any

earliest

as he has neither

e 13

bt he is anxious to answer

other law,
any charges.
Income Tax Bill
The income tax bill which is now
Lefore the senate finance committee
Y-
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if Semc Day ike Man of the Plow
Skall BDacide That He Wil No
Longer Bear the Burdens cf Other
People, But instead Will Enjoy the
Products of His Own Labor, Theve
Will be Much Embarrassment.

To the Editor of The FLerald and

News:

Micht it not be possible to so im-
pose upon the farming class that they
might resent it? While unque
ably the most patient and long suffer-
ine of all human beings mizht there
not be a limit? Was not the farmer
vefore the civil war considered al
“Country Gentleman.,” and is he not
after the world war approaching Rus-
sian peasantry? Is there any other
¢lass doing business with him not
“soaking” him for the limit? Does
not the doctor, the lawyer, the bank-,
er, the merchant—in fact every class
make him pay them their prices, and
does he not have to take anything he
can get without any say so? i

If he brinze a cow to town for sale,
does he not get from three cents to,
five cents per pound, and if he wishes
to buy a piece of the same beef, does |
he not have to pay from 25 cents to
40 cents per pound? If he brings a:
cow hide he will probably get 75
cents or a dollar for it, but if he,
wants a pair of shoes, will he not have
to vay from $3 to 315 for them? If
he breaks his wagon and has to have |
it repaired in town will it not prcb-!
ably cost him a cow? Are not all
tools, machinery and his neecessities |

2t1am

Sl
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on ihe same basiz, and is nol every-
thing he produces practically carried
on in the szame manner? Takinz Rock
il for a comparisgn, cannot a mani
hire a farmer and b imily

zht till dark, and later if
necessary, for less money than is paid,
a 1h-year-oid

deserip-

to work

£,
L
-

from dayii

a hotel waiter, a janitor,
cierk, or any employe of

of a railroad, o» arv one en-

9 i
. |

any

worth a

S
330 01

Have the politicians been
nickel to him?
chemes, gotten up sup
§i ¥ been
of uscless jobs?
speaking and ra
been rather

holdinz or getting a joh either for

4

tne

Have not n
Iy for his
» eroating a

£
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most 0

n different

with a view of

the sneaker or for seme of his friends
who cenld so admir:zly 61 the posi-
ticn provided salary was suflicient?
Would not the pelitician tellinzg him |
about his poor wife and children
cooking, milking and working in the
fields, be more of a friend, if he were
to teil him, they are doing so, but if
vou were not a fool, they would not

be? 1Is noi the advice and persuasion
usually given the farmer for the real

benefit of the man giving the advice,
and is not the farmer the same old
ker” who falls for it. Is not ev-
ery other class organized for protec-
Is not “equal rights to all spe- |
cial privileges to none' a farce when
combinations of every description are |
allowed acainst a particular class? Is
here not price fixing on almost every- |
Have vou heard!

 }

tion?

|

t
thine he must buy?
sach & conversation lately between a
farmer and fertilizer man: “What are |
fertilizers worth this vear?” *“I don't:
krow. the prices haven't beern fixed
ver.”  Why allow a professional say
in New York or Chicago to gell the
labor of every farmer. man, woman
and child force the farmer

‘ake fctitious prices createw?
Does the prefessional know that as a

¢ and ‘o

the

rale the farmer is poor and ignorant
and must su'bnit, his nerve,

and hiz ambition rone and his family
coming on to live the same life of
slavery? H e professional got a
“puil” or is he of more benefit to the
Without conditions

nis money

ol

a5 0

world? these

could they plav this game? Would
it mot b breken up if they did npot
have the faimer o play on? Could
th find apy other class that would
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from. who then nnless the
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{“lecal prefessionals.
(the Waldorf crowd” care whether the
‘preducers have clothes ov shoes for

iat 11 1-4 cents?

‘ry the cotton, it costs money.
‘fzrmer do that, they will get it when

can't you play now
cents limits, ten bales.

If five men were playing cards
wwith #3530 gn the ‘able. wonld they not
if tive men

1 |

1 .I:'Lll.':‘-.

warl
ared

ye arvesced if caupsznt, but
put ap $50 en the up cr down on 10

RETES, | RN

Really isn't the only differsnce, one
erowd usuzlly plays at night. the oth-
er from 10 to 3 during theday? Do

net read “Loceal professionals sold

e
the market.” Proféssional what? Al-

<o read, “Wall stréet and the Wal-'

dorf crowd heavy sellers?” What do
Wall street and

their wives and children if it should
intefere with their zetting the money?
Is it not one thing to be allewed to
live, another to be allowed to exist,
and the next thing, well what?

Why so much anxiety and “dope”
about the boll weevil? Hadn't the

farmers better pray to have him dis-

tributed around equally? What dif-
ference does it make? Are they not
fizured at so much per head but in
bulk? What is the difference between

{15 million bales at!mnine cents, nine

millien bales at 15 cénts, eight million
bales at 17 cents, or 12 million bales
Isn’t the result prac-
tically the same, just as though you
sold 15 cows at $10 per head or 10
cows at $15 per head. Don’t say
“the mills are obliged to hedge for
protection?” Why? If a mill receives
an order for zoods for forward de-
livery, car’t they buy the actual cot-
ton? Is there any hedge to it? Isn’t
this the truth, they don’t wish to car-
Let the

necessary and based on the future
price, don’t care whether it is up or
down, if market higher will make it

ion the future, if lower will lose on the

future, but make it on the spots and
save carrying charges. Hasn't this

““hedze™ business been a great excuse

for many a man who wished fo take a

‘gamble for his mill? and “busted” a

lot of them too. Has any one notice:d
any special gambling on the finished

fproduct or is it confined to the raw
| material the farmers produce? Hasn't

this thing, gotten up by some real

tavtists, been wmoinz on for ever 50
| vears, about five years after slavery

was abolished, and is it not time new
to allow lezitimate supply and de-
mand fix the price whether it is 5

cents. 10 cents, 25 cents or $1 per
pound? But how? Could dot a law

be passed whereby gambling should

inot be allowed in anything that did

1

not exist or by
tien could exis

For instance, if 10 million bales
of cotton are produced , in a year,
don’t allew 200 million to be gam-
bled in. If a man had a ceriificate
say for 100 bales of actual cotton, al-
low trading in the actual cotton in ex-
istence as often as desired, but allow

10 pgssiblc imagina-
A .

L

*

'this 190 millicn bales of pure imagi-

nation to be gambled in it entirely un-

‘fair to the producer and fixed his

price? Don't allow anything impos-
sible to exict, fix the price of any-
thing actually in existence, simply be-
cause lots of people wish to ganile,
and it mizht interfere with present
arrangements. Of course, there are
millions invested, but there is a lot
invested at Monte Carlo and Monte

Carlo doesn’t play on the welfare and
almost life of human beings. Confine!

the trading to actual existence and
then stop. even though some might
lose the commissions on more than a
hundred million bales of imagination.

Have we had actual supply and de-!

mand fix the price of cotton except
during the world war when it was a
thousand points higher than this im-
agination?

Don’t we often hear “the farmer is
ienorant, got no sense?”  Will grant
so much if desived and that all the

icense is= ceorfined to the towns &n

cities arve we showing it? Isn't the
farmer the foundation for practically
a1l of us. our very life. and if we

Lkpock and knock till we knock down

our ifoundation. will our house not
fall?  If the world considers it the
correct thine to allow “local profes-

or traders or

are, “Wall street and

" oor "1:I¥l'litll!3'."‘”
whatever they
the Waldori cro

depressing the price

the privilege o
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o a point of bare existence

fietitious

wil,”
of
nroduct
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roduct, should they
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PROGRESS MADE
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iv perfectly legitimate?l

THREE REVENUE BILLS SENT
TO SENATE

Last of Serics of Revenue Measures
Intrcduced—To Amend the
Ccnstitution

ba 9

The State, 27T.

The house of representatives yes-
terday moved severzl important ste
nearer the solution of the state’s tax-
ation problems, preparing the way fo
immediate relief of the now apparent-
lv overdurdened owners
taxed property and making a begin-
ning at laying the ground work for
final and comnlete change of the tax
svstem of the state.

The hydro-electric tax, the corpor-
ation license tax and the foreizgn cor-
poration tax, three of the series of
new revenue measurcs, werc passed
on to third reading and sent to the
senate, while the luxuries tax bill, the
firal and from the point of view of
the amount of revenue to be produc-
ed the most important of the series,
was introduced by the ways and
means committee. The hydro-electric
tax and two coporation tax measures
were given their final reading without
debate and were agreed to without a
single discenting voice. These meas-

1-
ax

urss, it is estimated by the ways andi
!South Carolina the burden of the tax

means committee, will bring in reve-
nue totalling $475,000 annually.

The luxuries tax measure will come
up for consideration as an uncontest-
ed measure today, unless objection is
raised by some member or the point
of order is made that the copies of
the printed bill have not been on the

dezks of the members the required |

94 hours. The sending of the three
new tax bills to the senate yesierday
brings the total of these new reve-
nue measures, which are expected to
reduce the state tax levy to 5
mills or less, passed by the house up
iy seven. The gasoline in-
heritance tax measures were rece
by the senate last session,
income tax and the motion

vyl
and

picture

tax bills were passed by the house |

this sessien.

The preparing of the w
more fundamental changes
state’s tax system arve carried in tw
measures introduced in the house b
Representative Claud N. Sapp of Co
Junhia yesterday. Both are joint res-
olutions, calling
to the people of the state the question

of amendments to the state consi:i'm.x-I

tion, and were referred to the ways
and means committee. One of the res-
olutions, which is identical with the
measure dehated so vehemently in
the senate Wednesday, would coxnfer
upon the general assembly power to
establish a just and equitable system
of raising public revenue, while the
other resolution would strike out of
the constitution the provision requir-
inz a levy of annual property tax of
three mills and leave the fixing of
this levy to the legislature. A dupli-
cate of this second resolution is now
also on the senate calendar.

HIGH DEFEATS

'NEWBERRY
' AMERICAN LEGION

The Newberry high school defeated
the American Legion in a well fought
cgame Friday night at the new high
school gvm. by a score of 12 to &

the high school and Graham and Vi-
godsky for the Legion.
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usy” the farmer, will it not come
‘very close to putting the best of us
out of business?
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SOUTH CAROLINA AND THE FILM

Charleston American.

The value of the motion picture in
our American life cannot be estimat-
ed.

Long ago the moving picture thea-
ter ceased to be merely a place of
amusement. The motion pictares
value as an education power is now
realized by all thinking men and wo-
men.

We would be foolish to fail to rec-
ognize the opportunities for educa-
tional and moral progress which the
ing picture offers.

In realization of the tremendous

¢ importance of the moving picture in-
: dustry,

Postmaster-General Will H.
Hayes recently resigned his high po-
sition to work for the betterment of
the movies.

The industry the

is demanding

:brains and the energies cf the coun-

ved , South Carolina.
ihe | 63 are in towrs of 6.000 or less; 24

|
ayv for even D
in the ture theaters have cloced their doors

in the stat &z i ss- | s
o |in the state because of financial loss | measure was taken up as a special or-

i der, debate on the question having
,oeen adjourned from Wednesday's

v e3.
_ | operating last weel: because of finan-

try’s progressive men and women.

We in South Carolina shoald recoz-
nize the importance of the movies.

We in South Carolina must be fair
to ourselves.

Our state legislature must not for-
zet the moving picture’s place in the
life of our commonwealth.

A film tax bill has passed the state
house of representatives which places
a tax of $5 per thousand feet on mo-
tion picture films. The bill is now in

!the senate, and it should be killed.

This bill is theoretically aimed at
the distributors, but because of the
fact that there are no distributors in

will fall on the theatres in the shape
of inereased rentals.

The totzl film rental (income) of
19 distributors serving this state
amounts to $383,933.68 per year, and
the prcvosed tax would amount to
$83,200, or twenty-one per cent of
the distributors’ income.

The diztributors have announced
that in the even: this 5ill becomes law
iifs this tax to the theatres

they wiil sh
| by inereasing the cost of pictures

e
=Ll

1.9 from twenty to twenty-five per cent.

! At the present time there are 155

'motion picture theaiers operating in
Of these theaters,

‘are in mills and Y. M. C. A. theaters,
and 17 arve theaters for cclored peo-
ple.

uring the past year 50 moving pic-

It is stated that 7 theaters ceased

leial loss.

for the submitting

The 68 small theaters which are
| being operated in the small towns
.cannot bear the burden of increased
taxation in this form, and they cannot
successfully increase their price of
admission 25 per cent.

If this film tax bill is passed by the
senate it will in all probability mean
the closinz of 50 theaters in South
Carolina.

The moving picture men in South
Carolina have made the following in-
teresting statement:

“The tax as proposed against the

rated among the theaters because on-

ters.

the remaining three exchanges serve

tax on a picture which plays in 5
theaters will be the same as the tax
which plays in 55 theaters. This means

Tarrant and Renwick featured for:that not only the small theaters serv-

'ed by these exchanges must close, but

the 12 to 15 small distributors must
stay out of South Carolina. Thus a
‘virtual monopoly is established by

Could the chambers|

law.
The tax cannot but result in poorer

of commerce of the country do a bet-|pictures, since the theater which used
ter real work than to try to build | to pay $10 for a program cannot af-
anew our foundation on a solid basis? | ford to pay $10 plus 25 per cent, but

May we not be playing
May not the farmers wake up and
realize their pewer? May they not
derer to raise encugh of food
and clothine for themselves and say
to the world, “We can live if you
Would it not 1 A sure
if 1

can’t.” W

enotzh calamity e farmers de-
cided to strike?
gocd idea for the American people to
stop and think or might there not be
the devil to play? Cannot 21
cany class be d

o the linat

W

John T. Rediey.
2

I-in

with fire? ' ;must seek cheaper pictures.
'erage film rental in South Carolina is!
%R8.25 to $10 per program. The pro- |
posed tax on original (new) prints‘
would |
amount to 20 per cent of this cost;

1
,a0Ne,

The av-

excepting  duplicates,

D rice.”

[ Senators of South Carolina do your

[

|
{

Would it not be = duty and kill this bill!

I’acs the inheritance tax bill!

' Pass all the good bills which pro-
v one of 'pose just taxes for the things which
2nd should be taxed but do not vote for
t the farmer be approachnZ g tax which would be a blow to one of

1
"and sent to the senate.

| session.

DAY OF BUSINESS
IN LOWER HOUSE

HEAVY VOLUME OF WORK
TRANSACTED THURSDAY

Bill to Abolish , State Highway
Commission Introduced—To
Ban Carnivals

The State, 27.

The mills of the general assembly
oftentimes grind exceeding fine and
upon occasions grind exceeding fast.
Such was the case of the house yes-
terday, an immense volume of work
|being accomplished at the single ses-
'sion during the morning, the only hes-
iitation in the “unperturbed pace” of
'the consideration of bills, new and
'old, coming in the debate of the food
. label measure of Represenrative B. P.
'Carey of Charleston and on the joint
|resolution of Representative J. O.
'Sheppard of Edgeleld to r2duce the
nunbers of jurors required to reach
'vedicts in civil cases. Measures of
state-wide and bills of local impor-
tance—among them the three new
‘ revenue bills—were taken up and
passed or ikilled with “deliberate
speed” and little if any debate. ;

The Richland delegation bill, pre-
. venting public service corporations
from denying service to a patron in
case of a dispute over charges de-
manded and providing for the inves-
tigation of the true charge, was also
among the number of measures agreed
to on third reading without debate
This bill,
which was thorcughly discussed in the
house on second reading Wednesday,
provides that in the event any dispute
<hsuld arise between an individual
corsuner and any public service cor-
poratio or company.i,pyre}'- the amount

of a bill for gas, water or Mﬁye

‘the consumer may appeal to the
, eourts. ¥
quire the public service company to
|continue its service uninterupted to
the consumer during the investigation
of the charge.
Jury Bill Killed

The day's most extensive debate

came cn the bill to require the agree-

&

ment

cases in the state, the bill being de-

. feated by a vote of 48 to 33. The

‘heard at the session Wednesday were
in favor of the measure so the debate
yesterday was the negative’s day, the
successful attack on the measure be-
ing led by D. B. Peurifoy of Walter-
boro. Other representatives, speak-
ing in opposition to the bill were: W.

|
Ture.

ifor him.

the most important educational fae-
[tors of the day—the moving picture

i itryinz to make Chieago ry.

R. Bradford of York, A. G. Kennedy

jaf Union and W. J. Gibson of Spar-
tanbtarg. J. O. Sheppard of Edgeleld

the author of the bill, was the only
speaker heard in favor of the meas-
The bill was killed on the mo-
tion of J. W. Hanahan of Winnshoro

distributors cannot be equitably pro-!i, <tvike cu: the enacting words

Cosiderable argument was also oe-

ly 6 of the 19 distributors hold con-| . 50ned over the bill to reugire all
tracts with as many as 30 to 55 thea- persons, firms or corporations engaged

in business of canning, packing, pick-

1_?};“?& e Izg.ti’;:terf'; two;erv; ing, preserving, boxing or in any way
o; two serve 10; three serve o; and nrenaring any food for sale and ship-

ment to stemp, brand and label the

5 g - F ; ;
6, 5 and 3 theaters each. But the,packagp‘ ‘South Carolina Product.”

The bill. of which Representative B.
P. Careyv of Charleston is the author,
would also crder the food inspector
to regularly inspect these foodstuffs
to guarantee the enforcement of the
measure.

Still a Few of "Em Left.

A thin, sickly little man entered
one of the stores in one of our small
towns recently and quietly seated
himself on a convenient chair. One
of the clerks approached and asked if
he wished to purchase anything. “Oh
no,” said the man. *“I just dropped
in for a few minutes.” After half an
hour had passed the manager of the
store becoming curious, approached
him and asked what could be done
“Why nothing that I know
of,” said the man. *“You see I have
nervous prostration, and the doctor
told me to stay in a quiet place. No-
ticing that vou do not advertise I
thought this would be about the qui-

etest place I could find.”—Ex.
——e————rE——

Some men will tackle anything.
Prohibitien officers, for instance, are

of only three-fourths of grand
and petit jurors in the trial of civil .

As practically all speakers-

The measure would llm re-

.




