
THB PASSING OF HAMBURG.

The Town that Was Once One of the
Most Prosperous in the South.

Richmond News-Leader
The announcement that the town

of Hamburg, S. C., is to be re-
claimed by the State as waste land
and sold for unpaid taxes is a new
reminder of the vanity of human
hopes and calculations and the
shortness of human foresight. Far
back in the thirties and forties Hiam-
burg was one of the most thriving
and promising towns in the South.
It was on the South Carolina side
of the Savannah river, immediately
opposite Augusta, Ga., and was

established, we believe, by a thrifty
German named Schultz. Some
thousands of people lived and were
busy there, and the town had a
bauk which was known through-
out the South. Bills of the Bank
of H1amburg were good everywhere
when nearly everything else was
under suspicion. On all of this
thrift and hope and busy life a

blight fell suddenly from condi-
tions which nobody had dreamed of.
Nobody in Hamburg had the slight-
est doubt of the permanency of the
town. Land was bought and sold
on the lots and at high prices, and
regarded as the safest possible in-
ves tment. A railroad caie through
and Hamburg decayed as rapidly
as a bit of infected fruit.
The bank was closed, the mer-

chants failed or moved away, leav-
ing"their stores vacant and for rent,
people abandoned their homes, and
in a few mouths nothing.was left but
emipty buildings, which fell to
pieces fast, their windows knocked
out by the stone c f the idle passers
by, their doors broken open and
left gaping. The town Was abso-
lutely desolate and abandoned.
After the war some negroes made a
settlement in the few remaining
houses 'nLld re-estiblishedI the town
with a government of their own.
The,y nsde this peculiarly offen-
sive to the white people coi-
pelled to pass through on their way
to and from Augusta, and in 1876
occurred the ''Hamburg riot,''
which marked the beginning of the
revolution that made Wade Hiamp-
ton governor and overthrew the Re-
publicans. That was the finishing
stroke of I-Hamburg. Nobody cared
to claim the land on which the town
once stood, for what had been streets
were mncre st etches of weeds with
gloomy ruins on both sides, also
overgrown with weeds and grass.
And now, the State has taken pos-
session and probably will sell it to
somebody for a farm. A few sticks
of dynamite will remove the last
rotting remnants of the old ware-
houses and the p)loulghsl will
turn over the site of a onice busy
and prosperous comminunity, des-
troyed by one of the greatest agents
of civilization which carried pros-
perity to so many other places.
IHamburg has depended on river
traffic largely and it may be re-
narked incidentally that if Rich-
iond had a similar dependence she
ould he very much in the same
ndition.
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