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MISS HARPER'S MAID

Aftor the last voyage but one, the
good ship of which I wus first officer
went into dock for a thorough re-
fitting, and I bad a longer spoll at
home than I had enjoyed for many
yoars. I wouldnot change this way
of life for any in the world; but I
was glud for once to streteh my logs
fairly on dry lant, end seo some-
thing of green fields, brick and
mortar, and my shore going friends
in the neighborhood of Canterbury.

Among the families in which I
was most intimate was that of a
Mr. Haxper.

fallen ofYf while she was arrang'ingl

my pillows, so that I could see her
delicate waist and the graceful out-
line of her lightsome form. I wae
interested in hor now for the first
timo ; and was sorry when she took
hor departure, with the expression
of hope that I might not suffer
further inconvenienco.

I hoped that she would come
agoein on the following day, and I
was not disappointed.  Sho came
with a note and a bouquet from
Julin ; but before delivering eithor
she inquired after me with-——what I
thought—genuine concorn. I an-
swored kindly and gratefully; and
before opening her mistress’ note
asked her several questions, and
drew hor into conversation. The

Ho had made & com-|more I saw of her the better I liked

fortable fortune by trade, and now her. She was at first a little ro-
was enjoying his otiwm cum digni-|served—perhaps embarrassed—but

tate in n good house on the out-
slirts of the city. An only daugh-
tor kopt house for him; for he was
a widower. Now Julia Harper,
when I first kuew her, was a fine,
handsome girl of two-and-twenty ;
tall, well made, but on rather a largo
seale, with bright, restless eyes, und
o profusion of dark hair  She had
n great many admirers, some of
whom there is every reason to sup-
pose, admired the old gentleman's
money a8 muchas the youny lady's
oyes, but they met with no great
encouragement.

I often met with Julin at the
house of mutual friends. I certnin-
ly liked the girl; and my vanity was
flattered, beenuse, with so many ad-
mirers around her, she showed me,
as I thought, a decided preference.
She seomed to Le nevor tired of talk-
ing 1bout the sen. She wearied ma
with gnestions about it; and on
more than one ocension said-—very
unguardedly—that she thought a
voyuge to Tndia would be the most
delightful thing in the world. Of
course, I made fitting answer, that
with a congenial compunion, a
voyage anywhere would be delight-
ful; and, more than onece, opportu-
nity being fuvorable, I was on the
point of declaring myself, when an
internal qualm of conseiencearrested
the dangerous avowal.

Afluirs were in this state, when an
accident befell me which brought
matters to n erisis There was a
steoplechase one day in the neigh-
borhood of Canterbury, which 1
asttended on foot. During  the
excitement of the race, I attempted
a difficult eut across the country,
fuiled at n lenp which was beyond
my powor and had the misfortune
to sprain . .y ankle. The injury was
n very severe one, and I was laid up
for muny wecks in my ladgings.
You have often langhed at me for
taking everything go coolly. I
assura vou that I did not take this
coolly ab nll. I ehafed, indeed, like
o lion in thetoils; and was continu-
ally arvesting the progress of my
rocovery by putting—in spite of
repeated prohibitions - the erippled
member to the ground. At last, 1
began to lenrn o little philosophy,
ancd resigned myself to the sota with
n gl‘()lul.

The loss of my liberty was bad
enough; but the loss of Julivs
gociety was o hundred times worse.
Her father come often to sece me,
and brought me kind messages from
his danghter; but, if I had no more
aubgtantinl consolutions, I believe
that I should have gone mad.” Julia
did not actually come to me; but
sho wrote me repeated notes of
inquiry, and often sent me flowers
and books, and other tokens of
womanly kindness. The messenger
employed on theso occasions was
Miss Huarper's maid. Sho was gen
erally enjoined to deliver the letters
and pareols into my own hands, and
sometimaes to wait for an answer.
She eame, therafore, into my draw-
ing-room, and if she hud oceasion to
wiit, I would alway desive her to be
aonted. The girl's namo was Rachel.
She might have been old, or ugly,
or deformed, for anything I cared,
or, indoed, that I know about her.
I had a dim consciousness that she
had a very pleasant manner of
spenking; but I give you my word
tfmt, aftor she had been half a dozen
times into my room, I should not
have known her if I had met her in
the streets; I regarded her only as
an  appendago  to the fair Julia,
whose image wan ever before my
eyes, shutting out all else from my
viow,

Thin, howe ver, did not last for.
ever. It happened one duy that
when Rachel brought me a parcel, I
—in my lovor.like onthusingm—
started up from tht sofn, and in.
enutiously planted my injured foot
on the ground, The result was a
spasm of such acuto pain that I fell
back upon my couch with an in-
voluntary ery, and a faco as colorless
a8 marble. Rachel immediately
stopped forward ; and with a cordial
expression of sympathy, asked if she
could do anything for me, and pro-
cocded, with a light, gontle hand to
arvange the pillows under my
crippled limb. I felt vory qmt.oful
for theso ministrations, and ns I

ave utterance to my gratitude, I
ﬁmkod for the firat time inquiringly
into Rachel's face.

I thought that, sltogothor, she
wag n vory prott irl, and, more-
over, n vory genteel one, I obsery-
od now what I had never obnerved
—indeed, had had no opportunity
of ohdorving— that she had a oharm-
ing little figure, Her shawl had

Lof the look.

after a few more visits this wore off,
and there was nquiet self possession
about bor which pleased ine mighti-
ly. I could not get rid of the im-
pression that she was something
better than her socinl position
seemeod to indicate ; at all events,
she was very much unlike all the
waiting-maids I had ever seen., I
soon bogan to delight in hor visits.
She came almost every day with
some letter or message from ler
mistress. I looked forward to the
time of her coming, and felt duller
when she was gone. I thought that
it would be delightful to have such
o handmaiden always about me, to
smooth my pillow and bring me my
meals, and talk to mo whoen she had
nothing better to do.

I was interested in Rachel, and
enjoyed her visits; but, believing
still in Julin Hurper's fidelity, I was
faithful to the core myself. But cir-
cumstances soon oceurred  which
shook my faith, and then my love
began to dwindle.

Rachel brought me a note one
day, and a parcel containing a pair
of worsted work slippers, which her
mistress said she hoped I would
wonr for her sake until I was able to
leave my room. She did not actunl-
ly suy, but she implied, that she had
worked them for me hersclf. When
Isaid something to Rachel about
the time and trouble Miss Harper—
I never said “your mistress” now—
must hnve expended on them, I
observed a very curious and  signifi-
cant expression on the girl's face. I
had observed it once or twice be-
fore, when I had said something in-
dicativo of my confidence in Julin's
sincerity. It was an expression
partly of pity—parctly of disgust ;
and seemed to be attended, for 1
could see the compressure of her
little mouth, with a painfal effurt to
repress the utterance of something
thut was foreing its way to her lips.
I was thinking what this could meun’
when a picce of folded paper feli
from the pareel ; I pieked it up, nnd
found it wus a bill—a bill for my
ghippers, which Miss Harper had
bousuit. I know now the meaning
Rachel saw that I had

gob n glimmering of the truth,

jund I thought that she seemed more

happy.

She had wished me “good morn-
ing," und was about to depart, but I
told her that [ could not sufler her
to go. It wns altogether a  deplora-
ble duy—what we call in the log
squally. 'Thero was a great deal of
wanid—n groat denl of rain; and just
at this moment the latter was coming
down in torrents. After somo per-
snasion she consented to remain.
Then I nsked her if she would do

something for me; and, with a
bright smile she answored : **Yes."

I had a new silk neckeloth waiting
on the table to be hemmed
She took it up, and then, turning to
mo, asked naively how she was to
hom it without needle and thread.
To this question—for which I was
well pm{mre(l—I replied that in  the
other table drawer she would find
something containing both, She
searched, and found a very prott,
Russinn leather ease, silver mmultun{
with all the applinnees a seamtress
could desire. Then I begged her
acceptanco of it—enid that I  had
ordered it to be made on purpose
for hor use, and that I should be
bitterly disappointed if she did not
accopt it.  And sho did accept it
with undisguised pleasure. And a
vory pleasant thing it was to lie on
the sofa, and wateh her nent little
white hands plying the needle in my
behalf. I had been longing to sce
the hand without the glove, and I
was abundantly satisfied when I saw
it,

She had hemmed one side of the
handkerchief, and we had conversed
on a great variety of topics, when
the weather began to clear up, and
the sun to shine in at the windows.
Rachel rose at once to depart. I
said that I was quite sure it must be
dreadfully wet under foot, and
that I was cortain she was thinly
shod.

“Not very," she sail.

But I insisted on satisfying my-
self, and would not be content until
sho had suffered to peep out be-
neath the hem of her gown one of
the neatest little patent leather
slippers I had ever scen in my life.
I anad that they were very dainty
little things, but altogother fino
weather shoes, and not meant for
wob dacks,
I)reunntly that I had seen in her
und, when she entered the room, a
pair of India rubber overshooes, and I
reminded her of them.

But I remembered

“They are my mistress',” she said ;
“I had been desired to fetch them
-from the shop."

“Wear them,” I said, *“al]l the
snme—they will be none the worse,
and will keep your little feet dry.”

“But how can I 7’ she answered,
with a smile; “they will not fit me
at all.”

“Too small " I said, laughing.

“Yous, sir,” she said, with another
smile, evon more charming than the
first. I told her that I should not
be satisfied until I had decided that
point myself, and at last I persuad
ed her to try. , The little rogue
know well the result. Her foet were
quite lost in them.

If I huve a wenkness in the world,
my good fellow, it is in favor of
pretty feet and ankles ;  so,
Rachel insisted on taking her de
parture, I hobbled as woll as I
could to the window to see her pick
her way reross the mud puddles. I
satisticd myself that the girl's ankles
wero as undeniable as her fect; and
sho was unequivocally bien chaussee,
I could not help thinking of this
long after she was gone, And then
it oceurred to me that Julia Harpoer
was certainly on a rather large scale.
She had a good figure of its kind,
and she had fine ¢yos ; but Rachel's
were quite as  bright and much
gofter; and as forall the ossentials
of graceful and feminine figure, the
mistress' was far inferior to tho
muid's. Ikept thinking of this all
the evening, und after I had gone
to bed.  And I thought, too, of the
very unpleasant specimen of Julia's
ingicerety  which  had  betrayed
itself in the case of the slippers,

The noext day was an auspicions
one. Looking prettier than ever
Rachel cune with o note from her
mistress. I wagin no hurry to opening
it, you may be sure. Iasked Ruchq)
a great number of yuestions, and was
especinlly solicitous on the score of
wet feet, which I feared had Dbeen
the result of her last homeward
voyage from my lodgings.  She had
by this time habituated herself to
tulk to me in n much more free and
mnembarragsed manner than when
first she eame to my apartments ;
and the more she talked to me the
more charmed I was ; for she ox-
pressed herself so well, had sueh o
pleasant voice nnd  delivered such
sensible opinions, that I soon boegan
to think that the mental qualifica-
tions of the mistress (none of the
highest, be it said) were by no menns
superior to those of the maid, In
deed, to tell the truth, my good
fellow, I was fulling in love with
littie Rachel as fast as I possibly
conld.

This day, indeed, preeipitated the
erisis.  We bad talked some time to-
gether, when Rachel reminded me
I thought that there was un expros-
sion of mock reproachfulness in the
fittle round face) that I had not
vead her mistress' letter. T opened
it 10 o enveless manner; and had no
sooner read the first line than 1
burst out into lond laughter,
“Bravo, Ruchel,” I exelnimed. “You
are aniee little messencer, indeed, to
curry o young lady's billets dowa.
You have given me n wrong letter.”
She tookgup the envelope, which had
[nllen to the ground, and showed me
that it was directed to “Edward
Bloxham, Esq." “All the Dbetter,
Rachel,” I said; “but this begins, ‘1
am go delighted, my dear Captain
Cox'— Hurrah for the envelopes !”

Ilooked into Rachel's fuce. It
wis not ausy to rend the expression
of it.  IMirst she seemod inglined to
lnugh—thon to  ery. Then she
blushed up to the very roots of her
hair.  She was evidently in a stute
of incertitude and  confusion—puz-
zled what conrse to pursne, 1 fold
ed up the letter, placed it in another
onvelopo—not - aving, of course,
read another word of its contents.
What wus the cause of Julin's exces-
sivo delight I am not aware np to
this moment ; but I could not help
asking Rachel  somothing  about
Captain Cox. One question led to
another. Rachel hesitntod at firat ¢
but at lnst, with fultering voice and
tearful face, told me the whole truth,
She said that she had felt herself for
gome time in n very painful and em-
bavragsing situntion.  She recog-
nizod her duty to her mistress, who
had been kind and indulgent to her
—but she conld not help seeing that
much that hwd been  done
oxtremoly wrong. She had all
along been ashamed of the duty on
which sho was employed, and had
more than onee hinted her disap-
probation; buthad been only langhed
atas aprude. Shehad often repronch.-
ed herself forbeing aparty to the frand
which liad been praetised on me.
She had not at first fathomed the
whole extent of it; but now she
lmew how bad a wmatter it ws.. The
truth was, tbat Miss Harper had
for some timo been eanying on
something more than a flirtat’on
with Captain Cox. But her fatoer
disliked the man, who, though very
handsome and agrecable, bLore any-
thing but a good character--and,
therefore, Juiin had reted eautiousl
and gaardedly in the matter, and
bad foigned an indifference which
had deceived Mr Harper,

When I first came to anchor at
Canterbury, Captain Cox was on
“leavo of absence ;' and, as he had
one away without making a declara-
ion, it had appeared to Julia that
an overt flirtation with me in the
captain's absence-—something that
would certainly reach his gars—might

]

when |

wis |

'stimulate him to greater activity,

ond elicit an uwretractable avowal.
Her flirtation with me was intended,
also, to impress on Mr, Harper's
mind the convietion that she was
really attached to me, nnd he coasod,
therefore, to trouble himsolf about
Captain Cox. He liked meo, and he
encouraged me, on purpose that the
odious captain might be thrown into
the shade. Such wasthe state of
affuirs at the outset of Julin's flivta-
tion witlk me. But Rachel assured
me that I really had made an impres-
sion on the young lady's heart,
though she had not by any monns
given up the gnllant captain.

I askod Raehel how this could be
—=how it was possible that any heart |
could bear two impressions a the |
same time. 8he suid she supposed |
some impressions were not as doeep
and ineftuceable a8 others. At all
events, she believed that to Miss
Harper it was a mattor of no very
vital concern whether sho mar-
ried Captnin Cox or M. Bloxham ;
but that she was determined to have
ono or the other. The fact is, the girl
wag playing a double game, and de-
ceiving both of us. ALl this was very
clear to me from Rachol's story.
But she told me it was her vwn beliof
that Julia would determineon taking
me, after all —thit for the vory ex
cellent reason that Captain Cox was
engaged elsewhere. At least, that
was the story in the town since his
return to the barracks.

Poor Rauchel shed a great man
tears while she was telling mo all
this. She said that, baving betrayed
her mistress, she could not think of
remaining with her. She was decid-
ed on this point. With warm expres-
sions of gratitude, I took her little
hand in mine, and snid that I would
be her friend—that she had done me
an inestimable service—that I was
glad to be undeceivod—that the
little incident of decoption in the
slippers had shaken my helief in Miss
Harper's truth, that altogether my
opiniong  had changed, und that I
knew thore were worthier objects of
mya ffeetion. Then Ispoke of her own |
position—-said that of course her
determination was right—-but that
she would confera very grent fuvor
on me if she would do nothing until
she saw me again,  This she readily
promised ; and it was agreed that on
the following day, which was Sunduy,
fhe should enll on me during nfter-
noon gervice. I pressed hor hand
warmly when I wished her good-
bye.
She came at the appointed hour, |
looking prettier and more lady-like |
than ever. She was extremly well!
dressed. I shook hands with her
and asked her to seat herself upon
tho couch beside ma; and then |
asked her, lunghingly : “What |
news of Captain Cox ?" She snid |
there was not the least doubt that |
Captain Cox was engaged to ho
married to a Jady in London; and
that Miss Harper, on the preeeling
ovening, not before, had been made
acqueinted with the fuet. I then
nsked Rachel what the young lndy
had snid on receiving baek her lotter
to the eaptain : and lemned that sho
had been grently excited by the dis-
covery, and had been very enger to
ascertain how mueh of the levtor I
had read. When Rachel told her
that I had rend only the words: “I
am 8o delighted, my dear Captain
Cox," she romewhat reeovered her

n}lﬂritﬂ. but this morning she had
pleaded illness as  an  excuse
for not  coming down tn

brealgfust, and had not sinee left hor
room,

There was at this time lying un
opened on my table n note from Miss
Harper, which had been brought by
hoer father, an hour before. I askced
Ruchel to give it to me, saying:
“Now, lot us sce, Rachel, whether
any new Jight is thrown upon the
subject.” I thinlk her hand trembled
when she gave it to me, I opened
and read :

“My Dear Mnr. Broxmam: Very
many thanksto you for your prompti-
tude in retnrning the note, which,
stupid little bungler that I am”
(“Not go vory little, is sho, Rachel 7" |
I paused to remark) “I gent you by |
| mistake—I am very glad that I had ;
notsent the other to Capt, Cox—for |
althongh it does not much matter if |
one's Jetters to one's acquaintance !
fall into the hands of one's friends, |
it is not at all pleasnnt
lottors  to  one's  friends  fall
into  the hands of one's ae !
qaintance. I wrote to Capt. Cox !
only to tell him how delighted I wan |
to hear of his engagoment.—for he is |
guin;‘to be married to n Miss 1Mitz |
Smythe--a very luly-liko girl who !
was spending somo time here with |
the }\'Lmricon, and was really quite a |
friend of my own.”

I had not paticnce to read any
more. I knew it to beall alie. 8o
I tossed the letter into the middle of !
the room, and snid :  “We have had |
enough of that.” I wag incffubly |
disgusted. One thing, howaver,
was cortain, that Julin  Harper was
now to be had by me for the asking.

I had other views for my humblo
#solf. Rachel, I found, on inquiry, |
was the daughtor of a Mrs. Ernshaw, !
the widow's means of subgistoneo
wore slight, and her daughter had
obtained a sitnation as, what peoplo
called, Miss Harper's maid.

My good follow, ¥ gan hardly toll

ou what happened after fhis. I
i;anro a confused recollection of hav-
ing looked inquiringly into Rachel's
faco ; road whole chapters of love in

o}
if ono's|

John

Suilace, late Postmaster at Bridge-

o for tunat 1y probably for Govers

(at onece nceepted by Postmaster-

| the United States upon and subse-

in 1t ; then threw my arins round
her waist, prossed her fondly to my
bosom, and, while I untied {wr bon-
not strings and removed the obtru-
sive covoring from her head, said to
hor : “We sailors have all boen
sworn nover to kiss the maid whoen
wo can kiss the mistress—unloss wo
liko the maid bottor than the mis-
tress, and Heaven knows how much
Ido!"

After the lapse of two or throo
weeks, and very delightful weeks
they were, too, Rachel Finshaw bo
came Rachel Bloxham, and I the
happiest husband in the world. I
havo got the very best of little
wives, and nevor, I assure you, for
one momont, though we havo littlo

enough to live upon, and I cannot |

bear these long separations, have I
deplored the luss of Miss Harpor.
TLo ineligible Blectors.

Wismvaron, Novembor 14.—A
surprising, if not serious, and most
important;tnen has been given to the
aspect of the Presidentinl muddle
by the discovery tu-day that two of
the Republican electors, one chosen
in Oregon and anothor in the State
of Vermont, were until yestorday in
the ono and wuntil to-day in the
other cnse, office-holders undor
thoe United States, and thorefore, as
is now insisted upon by the Demo-
crats, disqualified to serve in the
capacity of olectors of Prosident
and Viee-President.

Whatever force, little or groat,
there may be in this argument of
the Domoerats, the discovery has
alurmed the wholo Republican camyp;
for, should the cluim of the Demo-
crats bo made good and prevail,
Governor Tilden will have ut least |
186 clectoral votes, irvespoctive of
the result of the eloction i South
Carolina, Louisinna and Florida.

Tho two porsons referred to are
W. Watts, Iate Postmas-
ter at Lnfayetto, Orvegon, and H. N.

port, Vt.  The word “late” in this
connection does not, however, and

nor Hayes, ndieate sutlicient ant -
uity to save the game to the Re
publicans.  The resignation of the
Oregon postmaster 18 dated only
upon yesterday, Novembor 13, was
forwarded by telegraph and took all
night to come neross the Contbinent
from San ranciseo, so that it got
into the hands of the Postmaster
Genernl only this wmorning, The
resignation of the Vermont post-
master was written, sent and receiv-
ed to day. Both resignations were

General Tynor,

The trouble likely to arise out of
this matter is ag follows: In tho
first pluce, both men were holding
an otlice of trust and profit under

quent to the duy of election. In the
seeond place the Constitution, in
Article ¥, forbids that any person
“holding an oflice of trust or profit
under the United States shall be
uppointed an elector.”  The Domo-
cruts wrgue that the eleetion by the
people was the appointment con-
templated by the Constitution, and
a goodmany Republicans nre honest
enough to fear that the Democrats |
are right and  that the Ropublican
party in Oregon aud Yermont have
made a most egregions and mexcus-
uble couple of blunders and thrown
nway the clection by the grossest
earclossness. =The RRepublicans who
“poob, pooh™ the mntter say that |
the electors are not appointed in |
the sense of the Constitution until |
their cortifientes are made out, at-!
tested in every detail and given
into  their possession an interpre-
tation of the Constitution and law
which wonldinvest the two gentle-
men  “which was postmasters” with
the full eapacity of oloctors, now
that by resigning their office they
shall not be disqualified when their
certificates come to be made out.
At best it is n most awkward and
cmbarrassing complication for the
Republicans,

Should, asthe Democrats contend,
the two men be disgualified to serve
n4 electors, the consequonco wonld
bo that in the States of Ovegon and
Vermont the candidate on each of
the respective Democratio oloetoral
tickets receiving the highest popn
lar vote would be chosen Presiden-
tial elector in combination with the !
diminished number of Republican |
oleelors, the result being u gain of |
two votes for Mr. Tildon. It might I
be thought that there is a tie vote
for the parallel and rival sot of
Demoeratic electors, which would
slill further complieato this extimor-
dinnry mattor, but it is the expe- |
rience of everybody who has evor - |
apected the result of an official can- |
vigs that names, even in ko compact
a ticket ag that of the leetoral
Colicgo of any political party, are so

l

frequently and numerously seratehed |
comparatively wide!
the |

as  to  mako

differences in the votes east for

eandidates on the same ticket.
The extent of

eles may bo seen in the

tors was tho subject of o portion of
the discussion in the Cabinet at tho
session gthercof recently, with what,
result has not tranapired,

The rather curious feature of the
complication hag captured the fancy
of those who are yet warmly can-
vassing the probabilities of the
question of the next. President, and

the impression |
jereated in official and politieal eir.

}llt!t that tho !
problematical status of tho two elec- |

for the nonce has set aside all con-
jeoturing as to the result in Louis-
1ana, the twenty-second joint rule
ond other matters which have formed
the staple of speculative discussion
during the past oventful woek. That
the Republicans are uneasy and anx
ious, if not alarmed, is quite evident.
Thoy are senrching authorities to
find precedents for maintaining the
position that the two ex-postmr .
tors are disqualified, and if t.e
poiut of disability is raised, as it
corminlﬁ will be, they will be forti-
fied with opinions in support of
their position. The negative argu-
mont is alrendy advanced by them
that a serutiny of the names in the
Democratio colloge of electors would
! roveul office-holders under the Uni-

| ted Stotes, such as commissioners to

tako depositions in the soveral States
—national notaries in fact—and
other similar petty officials, equally
disqualified with the two ox-post-
masters to seve as Presidential
eloctors— Cor. Chronicle and Senti-
nel.

e

The Cause of the 'Splosion,

“I would invite you to my house,
brudder Jackson,” gsaid Dencon
Johnson, ns he emerged from
church last Sunday ovening, “but I
dunno as we'll get any supper dis
night, de cook stove am so druffully
out ob repair.”

“What's de matter wid do stove 1"

“Why, you see cold wedder am
comin’ on and wood's gottin' skase
an’ high, an’ I'vo 'structed de folks
tv be berry cknocomicnl in de usin’
obit. Wa'sa bin buyin' in  small
lots, an’ last night, boin' out ob fuel,
Isent one ob my boys ober to a
neighbor's to borrow o few stickas.
De man or his fuwily had gone  to
bed owin Lo do latenoss ob do hour,
an’ dat boy, who would 'spise to do
u unhonest transaction, wrote out
his note for de value ob de wood,
an’ droppin’ it in a prominent placo
in do woo 1-shed, shoulde:ed un nrm-
ful an' brought it home."

“Jess so.”

“We'l, u fice was kindled, do tea
kittle put on, de ole woman she is
gittin de supper.  All ob a sulden
pudf went de stove, zoom; ke awish,
lmslush went gomething, and as I
tnmblod over I saw do ole woman
mukin' for de roof wid de ton kittle
und the stove plates followin' her,
while do boys un' do  gals was ns
brack wid smat as de ace of spades.

Do slove's goose was cooked for a
fact."

“What was
"sploshun 1

“I'm strongly ‘clined to bolieve
dat dar was powder in dat wood, an’
dat de powder was done put in  dar
by dat white man to koteh some
thievin' darkeys wat nebber buysno
wood, an’ bressed ef I don't think
dit man spects me, kase he couldn't
find dat note, and won't maeke any
"pologies.”

“Dat am an outrage.”

do

cause ob de

“For a faet, an' do ohildron's
supper was spiled, too."—Keokuk
ppor wn I
Constitution.
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A Matoriallzed Hole,

Tuko a sheot of stiff writing papor
nnd fold it into a tube an inch in
diametor.  Apply it to tho right oye,
and look steadfastly through it,
foenssing the eve on any convenient
object ; keep the left eye open.
Now place the left hand, held palm
upward, edgeways agninst the side
of the paper tube, and nbont an inch
ortwo above its lower end. The
astonishing effoet will be producod
of a hole, apparently of the size of
tho eross goction of the tube, made,
through the left hand. ‘This is the
hole in which we propose to mate-
rialize another and smallor hole. As
wo need a genuine aperture, and it
would be inconveniont to make ono
in the left hand, lota sheet of whito
papor be substituted therefor and
similarly held.  Just at tho part of
the paper where thoe hole aqualing in
diametoer tho orifice of the tubo n.ll)-
poars, making an opening one-fourth
n

dinmetor, Now atare intently

{into the tube ; and the second hule,

dofinod by its difforonce of illumina-
tion will be seen floating in the first
holo, and yet both will be transpa-
rent.  T'no illnsion, for of course it
is ono of those odd pranks our hino-
cnlar vision plays upon us, ig cor-
tainly ono of tho most curious over
devised. Bosides, here is the aotual
hole cloarly vigible, and yet thave is
no solid body to be seen to define
its adgos. 1t is not a more spot of
light, beeanse, if a page of print be
regarded, the lines within the houn-
diwies of the little hole will not
coineilo at all with those aurround-
ing it and oxtending to the odges
of the Inrge apparentaporture. Ench
eye obviously transmits an entirely
different impression to the brain,

|and that organ, unable to disen-

tangle them, lands us in tha palpa-
ble absnrdity of a materalizod hole.
—Seientifle American.

One of tho liontenants who was
fon duty in South Carolina during
the election was arreatad imme-
'diately on his return to Atlanta, and
[suspended from duty uwatil oharges
| agamst him of being a Demoorat can
be investignted.

——*-—-—--——-
The Spartanburg and Asheville
' Railroad is making rapid progross
| and ita com'p}etion n‘:‘?g be look
for at an early day. en finished
!it will bo an important link batween
. Charleston and the great West.

Under the Sea.

Tor the most part, the diver does
his work, if not in utter darkness,
at best with only as much light as
renders “darkness visible.” His oc-
cupation is not a pleasant one, At
the sea bottom bhe encounters nn
awful solitude and grilence. He is
liable, at any moment, to find him-
self in close proximity with the
ghostly romaing of the dead, and
there is no small risk to himself.

There seoms to bo no special dis-
ease induced by the oceupation of
diving when the rogular dress is
worn, but it is generally bolioved
that it has n tendoney to shorton
life. Some very high authoritics
hold a differont opinion,

Mr. Siebe, n distinguished physi-
ologist, mentions instances of hale
and hearty divers, well advanced in
yoars, who had beon sickly and

wenk in the lungs in their fnuth,
and beliovos that they derived posi-

tive advantage from diving.

His thoory is that theiv bronthing
of compressed air, by producing n
slower action of the lungs, caused
the absorption of a greater
quantity of oxygen into the tissues.

Four or five hours a day is re-
%nrded ns n good amount of a
diver's work. 'I'his, of comrse, in-
cludes a considerable portion of
time spent out of the water. In a

eneral way, about twenty minutey
18 the time that a man, in tho waters
of the tomperate zone, can remaiin
under the surface, oven with tho
aid of a diving droess.

He may oxcoed this when ont at u
great depth, and when thoe wator is
at a high temperature, but this may
not be often repeated. The diver
who went to China, nnd who is thore
still, has been able, in the wators
there, to remain down below, at n
dopth of twenty-four fathoms, for
forty minutes.  Lhin, which is not
doubted, is 0 most exceplion:l case,
and conld not be achievol in tho
Atlantic ocean.

Thore doos nol nppenr {0 he el
dangor in the work of divers.  DBat
nman's hold upon life would seom
to be preswvious, while he is ereep

ing about the interior of w shup
overbanging cargo, and g yingr
out boxes and packages, his  broatn
all the while depending on w long
trail of tubing, nn unlucky twisl, an
accidental squeeze, or the sudden
rapture of which would bo instant
doath.

Ono chiof source of danger is in
the transition from varying degroes
of presaure. In the experimonts for
testing the powers of divers at thir-
ty fnthoms, one mun remained below
for an hour and & quarter. He
ought to have been brought up vory
gradually—say in twonty to thirty
minutes—but ho was hauled up in
soven minutes, and, on cowming into
the air began to oxpand, and died
nine hours after, from congostion of
tho lungs.

In his onse, on reaching the dock
of the vessel, the tissues, muscles,
veins, ete., nre said to have bheen
“charged with an atmospheric pros-
sure of about sixty-live pounds to n
squa:e inch, wherens his lungs were
a comparative vacuum.”

There must often be a strain upon
a diver's sensibilities every whit an
reat as that upon his physical
rame. A man has need of n cool
head and strong nerves, who is to
work safely, for three-quartors of an
hour, a hundred and forty-four feet
under water, and itjmay be, perhaps,
down in that fearful solitude, with
bodies of the dead floating around
his helmot.

Tho diver has sometimes sad
duties to perform, as happened in
the case of the steamship Dallhousie
which was sunk nenr Dundes, on
tho enstern const of Scotland, soma
younra ago. The divers had, in that
easo, to go into tho eabins and ro-
move the bodies of the drownod.
Some worein the attitude of prayer,
othoera appasred ag if thoy wero on-

ngod in the impotent strugglo with
ﬁmtth, whilo tho most affecting
sights of all were those in which
children wero found elinging appeal-
ingly to their parents.
Divors, without any longthy pre
liminary training, oasily oarn an
avorago income of five dollars o
day, which is aboul double tho
amount of wages paid to skilled
mechanios in Iingand,
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The famous Yosemite valley has a
rival. It is on King's River, in
Fresno county, California, is forty.
five miles long, cast and west, and
avoragos half o mile in width at the
bottom. Itis 5,000 feot ubove tho
lovel of the sea, an 1 its walls, which
are about 8,050 feetl high, wro very
precipitous. It has o grove of the
colossal redwood trees, ono of which
aclipses anything yel found in Cali.
fornia. The ecirenforenco of this
troe, as high as . man can roach, ig
a fow inches lens than one handred
and fifty feob, and 1ts height is osti
mated at one  hundiod and sixty
fool.

| L ——

Farar, Mroioar,  Msrage. — The
doath, on Monday, of Micajnh Builey,
n° prominent provision broker of
twonty five yoars' standing in Cin
oinnati, was causod by tho mistake
of a druggist, who put up cyonide
«f potasssinatead of prusmate of
v itagh, m}{q was arvestod, acknowl-
};d en his error, and professes hia
wiﬂingnm to suffer the conse-
quences. :




