8 of the President was 1ead, re-
pittee of the whale on the stite
ofd five thousani) copies ordered
for the use of the House.
ireilNolson of Virginfa offiv-ed fur considera-
_ % following resolution, without preface or
“remackt Resolved, That the committee on the
{ll:dielp'ry be instructed to report a bill to repeal

e acty entitled, % An act to change the muile
of compensation to the menibers of the Senate
and House of Representatives, and the dele-
gates from the Ferritorios,”

The Bpeaker intimated that the motion was
not regular, innvmuch ax the judiciary commi

yet appointed.  “T'he o
this motion was |It:ci||e:| in dne negative.

‘T'he standing committees were then ordered
to be appointed.  And the House aljourned.

e
15 taeseh.wy Decomber 4,

After the veference of difleront parts of |
Prevident’s Message, to respective select cofis
mittees, Mr, Johison of Ky. rose, and after a
aneech of more than an hour's length, in which
he declaved his oninion of the compensation
law, when justly viewerd, to bo upghanged, but

nestion on consideri

ttee
as well as other standing committevs, were lﬁ

his motion ta be peedicated on (0 will aud im-|

plied instructions of his constituents, oMfered for
sideration the fullow ing resointions

* Resalved, That o committee be np‘minted
Lo cuguire into the expediency of repealing or
modifving the late act changing the mnde of
compensation to tne members of Congress, aml
that thex veport by bill or otherwise™—whicl

was agreed o without a divikion,
STATE LEGISLATURE,
DEBATE
Oa the INE 25 amend tor
e renatitating of i ctate T pyntneed
Mes Muoevis—"he imporiance of this ques-
Hion. Moo Chatvman, and the interest manifosted
W itwaliscrission, are tue only apologies which |
shall oller (vr delavicg the committes in their
decision on thissubject. 1 am willing to adeit
siry that the alteration of o constitintion, the so-
lenan amd deliberate posult of the concentrated
widom ol n stotey iy o measure which reqires
the exercise ol all our pradence, the watehful-
ness ol all jealousies,  Novcan | egree with the
centlem
lMir-l.;\l'tla-u:'l} or tae gentleman from EChaleston
(M Lance) who addeessed the hoise on this
rubject wien it was last uder consideration:
that T am o idolatrons admiver of the constitu-
tion. Nirg Fteel ns it | were teeading on ~acred
gronnd when ©aggrosel this temple of freedom
—this ark of our pulitical sufety. But this ve-
nevation lor the deeds ol otner times—this si-
cred ve ard for the instrient 1 so highly ap-
preciatesis no longer commendable, when the
evils which have been alveady detailed to you,
u tted with complaints from®every quarter of
the stute, convince us that the people “ure la-
boring nnder a burden tus heavy to he borne,”?
There observations ore made to convinee wer-
tiemen in apposition o the bill, that the opiior
I have formed is the rezult of vellection, nm
not the capricious whim of a volatile mument,
Tha evils intended to be remedied are npot
the creatures of imugination. ‘They exist in

wl Nectisn af the Vwn Jder, uf

i who bas just token his seat (Mr.!

Sofuras T have been able tu understand the
motives which induce opnosit: m to this hill, |
hiave heard but one wolitary objection, Their
fears huve been alurmad, their apprehensions ex.
cited, thit the constitutional court will be held|
exclusively at Columbin, 1 cannot anticipate
this an the consequont eftect of the Yill on your

table. 1 coincide perfectly with the gentlemen
that thig court should be held alternately at
Charlesf®n and Columbin, But when they for-

lunle thiy losy of the child of their affections, by
what motive can they suppose the fell destroyer
wax actunted? ‘Lo all human actions therw is
some ||rumdaling rinciple. Wil jt be said, that
to relieve the judges from a pog of the ser-
vices, the court will be con olumbia?
Siry the current of opinion js- R¥ y very
different. In w country like: thigy where the
distinctions in society are so few, neither the
influence of wealth, or the tray ings of office can
eradicate from the minds gfthe people, the iilea,
that the highest officer is” their servant. They
know they Im\-o'iha right to and will commanil
their services whenever necessary, for this be-
nefit oy convenience of any portion of the state.
Ity it can nevgr be*to the interest of the up-
Eor conutry to rethove this-court to Columbin
very view of their interest forbids it e
veat objuct of this bill is to relieve them from o
ducket, which, for th: Inst ecight years, has de-
fied every attack.  Abolish the court in Charles-
ton, ond every object in view will be frustrated,
‘The consequence of such a measure would be
the accumulation of their own slncket to an ox-
tent perhaps never equalled. I the evil is now
sraty it wonld necessavily magnify it,

But another view of this stibject will show
the fallacy of that argument,  ‘f'ho upper coun-
try it is snid, (uitﬁ what propriety [ will ot
pretend to assert) are careful of “their funds
even to afanlte The abolition of the court in
Chneleston sivy would lay your treasury under
cantributions, to an amount ulimost equal to halfl
the mnnunt of your judicial espenditures,  Can
it then be believed, that this quarter of the state.
S0 tenacions of their treasure, woull incur such
an expense with no possible advantaze, tosas
tothitgzof the injury inflicted on their Kustern
heethree?  “That they wanld by auch WeARUrEsS,
erveate a docket whirr:' would stand as an insupe-
rable barrier to the attainment of their wishes?

Esprricnce, that surest and best guide in ali
jonr endenvars to promaote public or private goenl,
Jtenches us alesson of more importance in rela.
tun o this question, than ) the calenlutions
vand peeedicti 0 which ean he made, It satisties

us that a rwdical change is necessarys and in
tnone o e arguments of e ntiemen upnur.ml
to the bill, have Dheard a sabstitute | pe-at,

Under w fiem  conviction that theae evils
shioubil be speedity remedied. conscious as [ am
that relief ean ouly be alVapded by e alteration
of the constitution, T feel hound to vote tor the
hill now before the committee, | shmhl de in-
justice siry to that patience with which ! haye
theen indulged, it 1 were to det-in vin Lunger,
I’ (To be Continued.”
|
|

SENATE,
sMondiy, December 2
Alter the disposal of some private business,
pthe Senate took up the report of the committee

truth and in fact. “Fhey press hard” npon the |10 whom was referred the resolntion respecting
citizens of this state, aad set at defiance every |,|!(|g|!' !ln-\-nwl'n Digest of the lnws of this stute,
effact of your courts of justice,  Under the pre- | viz. ‘That they have hiad the same under their
sent nrr.-'m-gu-.mmul. your constitutivial court ennsideration, and are of apinion that the resu.

dochet is uterminable.  The increase, when
compared to its decrease, s in a proportion of
theee to one,  Where then, 1 woull ask, will
this injustice end?  When will you' propitiate
the sacnifice, which the peaple of this state have
4 often made—a sncrifice, which, while it re-
flects the highest character on their patience
and fovhearance, reproaches the legislature of
Cavolina with a degree of inctivity acd wines
nessy highly culpuble,  Shall 1 be” told that the
fuult is notin the syatem, but in its execution?
The -asertion, tiough pluusible, is fallacious.
T'his nystem appears well on paper, but in its
exceution it has been found deplorably  defec-
tive.  Bir, yon require of your judges, duties,
the performance of which demands a greater
proportion of physical and intellectual capacity
than is usually ailotted to man.  In demonstra-
tion of this position, ! solicit for a moment the
uttention of the committee, while 1 bring to their

view the extent of their servitude, tor so 1 must '

Most of yotgigircuits commence on the firs
Monday in and all of them end on ¢
Hauturday | ird Monday after the fug
Monday. T'he time consumed j
ding tot cement of their circuits

trom the Eat which they co
Jumbia, gonerally completes tly
Buppose them to sit one month
and dispose of ninety casesy’
culation: vour constititiony a8
ol 1709, requires thein € eed Immediately
to Charleston, ‘[he constitution is IniporT
tivey and dantly of its injunction, poli.
ey and humanity both demand such a course,
\{’itll'-tho boginning of January then, commen-
des the seasion in Charleston.”  Another month
“§u angaged, and if they shall decille ninety ca-
ges more, they will have been industriously” emn-
ployed. On the approach of February, it iy high
time they were moking arrangements for their
spring circuits and e month only remaing o
devote to theirfamilies—tor the enjoyment ol
those private and domestic enjoymoents to which
we (Lust not suppose they are insensible. 1 ask
if I have magnilied theivlabors?  If this recapi-
tulation be not virtually correct?
8ir, I mag be told that much inattention may
be attributed to the judges, | nm not sensible of
the‘correctness of (lis allegation, 1 am satis-
fied liowever, that be their funlta what they niay,
your dockets untles existing civcumstances, will
yémain interminable.
It tire observations which I have been indulg-
@ in making, be eorrect, it must be manifest (o
the cominitiee that an evil of no ordinary geade

7

lution passed the last sitting of the legislature
of this state, giving to each member of the Se-
nate and House of Representativen, one copy of
Brevard’s digest of the laws of this state, is an
infringement on the constitution thereof, as it
has a tendency to increase the compensation of
the members of the legislaturcg@lherefure re-
solved, that the said rewluliu*m:l the Inst
session, be rescinded, and that the copies now
remaining in the oflices of the treasurers of the
upper and lower divisions of this state. be xold
by the treasurcrs whenever they can obtain o
fair price therefor, and that they fund the pro-
cemlln of the sale thereof in the Bank of the
State of South-Carvolina—. Your committee fur-
ther vecnmmend the following resolntion, viz.

[ )

NOUSE, OF REPRESRNTATIVES,

Tweaday, Decomber 10,
Mr, 0’Neal pres?;nlﬂ! the followi ruﬂ:-
tion, which was ordered tollo on the table: Re-
sulved, that no pérson Imlllhg the office of pro-
fessor {n the Bouth-Carolina College, shall, du-
ring the regular collego session, undprtake or
engago in an;’ busineas or employment for any
person or persons, either in inerchandize, the

ctice of physic, or law, or iir steadily preach-
ng.in any place, or to any society or congrega-
tion of paople, or in discharging the uaual pa-
rochial duties incident to the of regular
clerggmen.

A bll) from the Senate ¢
certain regulations, the Mwkinhg
gouds, wares and merchandiZe, the growth and
umnll‘nemre of the United . Statesy was read a
first time, and ordered to a second peading to-

authotise, unider
and pedling of

R s,
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; ' bR AN ales '
m‘eht'cl‘lm% a :mb_uquu'uﬁ thine, made
cog bl forlfe by pe

was not the freohold futenuled by Magna Ch
for wais thero asly sugh construction. at the
of the obtainig “lﬁ‘ll{l Charta, Letusa
to tho siguification of the word fréghold i
constitution ondjuire What js the meani
itthere P KEvidently tho signification wih
have argued, shouldbe'given ta the saine w:
Magna Charta, ~dn thedth seelion, and 15
cle of the cdn iong *.hen the {qualificat
voters in oxprasséd, is the first place wo fin
word* frechald u1eJ 2'T'his section reads t
“ Every fice whits man.of theago of twent
¢ years, belng a‘@tizen of Liis state, und |
“ resided thotgin twar ydars provious to )
“ of' clection, ‘nud who hath a JSreehold o

“ acres of Jagd, 6r .a town ‘lot, of which .
‘“heon-le

Ny wetzad and possessed at lo.

IUFrow, ““ monthahetote suchielection, or not havim

My. Bull, pursuant ta noticegiven, introdgged | « F‘::hd]d* or l:':in lut, &i. &c'. )
a bill to “lmd an acty entitled, an act to.estab. rey the menning of the word frechold:
lish a ban the part and hehaly of the styte.of | nifost, andapusdut to every one who reail:
Houth-Carolina, which was read a ficét time, and | 'Mho cinye tonded that each clectors
ordered to a second reading tosmorrow. 4 he attached to the country, thit he should ;

Mr. Yancoy, from the committee on the judi- permanent residenogythiat ho should have a

ciary, on the letter of the hon, judge * us-
sure, reported thereon; ordered for“considera-
tin to<morrow, b

‘The house then procecided to a second read-
ing of the bill to_ alter and amend an act, enti-
tledy an act to limit the timo of service of cor-
tain officera, who have heretofore held their of-
iices during good behaviour, and for otner pur-
P g@s thesein mentioned, passed the 17th of De-
ceiliber, 1812, 80 as to exempt certnin uflicers
therein mentioned, who were in office at the
time of the passage of the said act, and who
held their nﬂmu during goml behaviour, from
the operation of the said act. ‘I'he passage of this
bill was advocated, we understand, by Messra,
Hayne, Bull, Pinckney, Huger, Itavenel, No-
ble, Yaucey, Harper and Wilson, “because
it witd an pet of injustice on the part of the state

2

and a habitation, AR T
Again, in the Gth section'of the same a
defining the qualification of a membor «
house of ropresentatives, it is requirad th
should hold a settiod Jrée-hold estate of five
dred acres of land. “Again,*%in the 8t se
same article, defining the quilification of
natory, we il one of the '
tled frechold estate of the value of thye
dred pounds.  Ifa member elected shonld
sent himselfat your speaker’s desk, and s
all the property he possesses in the worl
office of clerk of a cuurt, and ask you if'

not conicejve thin a frechold in the mean! .
the constitution, you would unanimous!
no.~This would bo the lan uage of
this would be the Ianguage uP coinmon
atanding unaitled by legal pencarch or suph

to deprive of their office those who had been ap-
pointed and commiggioned during good behavior
and who had ulmmnnml other prospects and
pursuits mnre 'larulltnhlu, in consequence of the
permanence of the tennre by which they hold
their aflicesy that it would be a faithless nct to
violate the contract made with them by the
states that while the state exacts justice from
others, it should always be prepared to render
Justice itsell; that although thére is no legal
mode to exact justice frum the state, this isa
~trong reason why it should be geanted ofits
own voluntary impulse; that it will be the snne
thing in principle to take aw.
ry w.ach the state has contracted to give one of
its vilicers, as to alter the tenu re, for the perma-
nency of the tenure was really a part of the
compensation.  Same of the speakers contend-
el that the law was uncm:sllllulioual. heing a
breach of contract; and as tending also tuFr‘Iu-
prive w man of his frecholl, contrary to the pro-
visions of that instrument.  Meswrd. Glascock
Downe and Farrow, who upposed the bill, urgctl
that u state had o vjght to violate its cortract
with individualy, i#blir_ expediency requives
ity that the person who uccep"s an office ought

power tuchinge

to know the loﬁiuiutmc hnve
the tenure of his offices that there is no cun-

truct between the state and the individual, for
all contracts are veciprocal if the state b bound
to vetain the incumbent in office, the incumbent
would be bound to remnin in oftice at the plea-
sure of the state, &c.”

[The above wkeich i, copied fram the Telegraph. The
remarks of unly one entfemun lave been reported at
tengrth tor ux, which we nsert below, as contan.ig
very correet view oftlie arguments on tus question. | -

Mr. ). L. Wiisox said, he had read with
much attention, the opinions of legal gentlemen 3
he hud heavd the arguments of honorable wem-
bers here, for whose talents | have a high ves-
pects yet the law complained of, stood in his
opinion untouched by any constitutional provi-
sions, and the power of the legislafure to create
ity remaing wholly nnabridged,
this apiniony said he, 1 shall turn to the colistitu-
tion,and consider it avith attention. “I'he second
section of the Oth article says, * thot no free

Resolved, that all the wembers of the Il-ginl:t-]
ture, w ve receivel copies of jmlge Bre-,
L of the laws of this state, he reguire
8. comptroller generaly to retury the |
10 the treasurers of the upper amd lowes
‘Ulh tobe by them disposed of whenever |
can obtuin a fir price I'ur the same, atul
hat the proceeds of the sales thereol be funded
i.the Bank of the State of South-Cneoling, $
congidered the first I't'nli-!

'I ‘The Henate havin

agreed thereto.  “The secomd esnlution Iueim,:’
ayended by the Senate, by striking out the fol.!
lowing words: ¢ T'o he by them disposed of!
whenever they can obtain"a fair price for the,
same, and that the proceeds of the sales theveof

Jlation contained in the report of the committee,

1o Fanded in the Bank of (e State of South-Ca-

rolina.”

Pr. Screven moved, that the resolution so
amended, ba postponed until the fivst lltl{ of Ju-
nuary next—and the question heing taken on
the motion, was decided-=Y cus 21— nys 17,

So the question was determined in tae afliem-
ative, and the report amended accardingly, aml
ordered to be sent to the house of representu-
tives,

The bill to make all the ofMcers of the militia
of this state elective, was taken up for a second
reling, and made lrw apecinl arder of the day !
fur Wednesday next, and ordered to be printed. !

|

|

Wednesday, Déceiter 11 [
The bill to alter the 3d sec. 10th article of
the constitution of this atate, was vead a second !
time, debated and passed by o ¢.n||n(ilulimmll
mujority, 34 to 6. The bill viaking officers, ex- !
copt Funoraln, clective. by their commands, was '
read the 24 time, debateil and passed,
The bill allowing clerks aml commissioners
in equity who were clected
vionr to retain their oflices
time, debntodl

by Merars, Tuckery Keith, Fel
dér; Blagky ﬂmfrl / y

&ds!:l. Jt| m.liml Ilw equally l::!r;dmt tha itnli
the legislature should Fpoue, AN
; m;ﬂ'ﬂg‘ g mw’ 4

i e ity

oy Levy and

& R
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term of life,
during gond beha. | cannot commenee in future,
was rénd the second | mediately, eithe

«Linginder 3 and in this_sense, It
Clendening and |contradistir

fo
? BGTVARES

* v of this state, shall be taken or imprisoned
' ov diprived of his freehold,liberties or privileg-
sy or outlaned, or exiled, or in any manner
“*desteoyed or deprived of his life, film't_\r, or
o prapertyy hut by the
“the b f the fand g nor shall any bill of at-
* tainde yep s fucto law oifiaw inpajring the
** ubligation of contracts ever ve passel by the
 legislature of this state.”
this section, it is argued that to execute the act
ol THI2, against the incumbents then in office.
diving gond bhavior, will by depriving ¢!
of W freehold™ withont judgment by +
or the law of the fand, “Ihat o -
nilies an estate for life; an o™
havior is a frechold, it
Admit this reas
might he s
tie threshol
amplification o
taall the diflicos,
frechold, as nel
of onwe constitution on
aflixed to ity inteaded by
stitution.  What was this oy refer.
ring to .\laqnn Charta, he wi, cueive that ouy
second section of the 9th article of the constiti-
tinn, is almost o teanseript from it. No legal
gentleman who hedrs me will dissent fiv.n me,
when [ advance this as<ertion, that our members
of the convenlion, intended to use the word free-
holdl in the same sense as used in Magna Charta,
which instrument they were copyipg, when the
section noticed was” feamed, Lot us enguive
what was the common law  defimtion of a free.
huld at the time it was inteaduced imo Magna
Charta 2 1t was this—a freehold, or frank tene-
ment, liberum tenementum, is land or tenement
which o man liolds, in fee-simple,/feo-tail, or for
By the common I’_lw. a freehold
bt take efMect iin.
¢ in possessiony fverston, or res
old Is nised i
echolders were

«ifh=

ction to lrlmmlr.
tinaily -eg‘led milites or Knigh

N
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ay apart of the sala-

In supportof

Judgment of his peevs, op

From the words of

) 11.0 renlm o i

e TRYY el

In construing the constitution, wo alwuld ;
to the obvious intention of the framers
and when technical terms are used, we
iuterlnret them nccording to the usual |
standing of them. We should unt giv:
the most umll!i: and technical significatio
that which aloie is known to professina
Wa ghounld establish the most correct m
of the word freehold, b asking ourselves
dually what we considor a frechald, A
ing to this criterion, we shail arrive at
decision of the question.

L propose dow Mr. Speaker, to exam
doctrine of contracts which haw been u
applicable to the question in discussion.
again I distinetly disavow the law as ad
by the supporters of the bill. Contrac

cueral sense, is a mutual consent of tv
ties, who voluntaril promise and oblige
selvos to do mlmelﬁiug\—-pny a certain
the like.  Contract, in its common law
cution, is an agrcement or covenant b
two, witha luwful consideration or can:
this consideration in law i cither neat
or money. A cottract must be so dert
complete, thut each party may havea
upon it. A promise for-a promise is a Lf"
sidurntion; where the same I8 recipr.cal
tunl and vide at the sume time; but th
mises most be eo-extensive with the cor
tion. Auy person wio will apply the-
sites of a contract to the present questic
see that thero is no legal contract bin
the state. The oflicers contempiated
bill, inay resign at pleasure. Llio xta!
tore, by the solecism contended for, is I:
tho oflicer, antl not the officer to the stat
oth parties are not boynd, and the p
made are not reciprocal,  But Mr, Spea
this doctrine 1 go further, and advance
that all contracts or agreements whicl
yuinst the gencral policy of Inw, or re)
. l;:ju;l:i:c. are void. “‘Plie legislative nlu

the bill now scs in part to repeal, |
expressly, tla':::nll:oin rqsll:. nant tgdw,
our eonstitution, thut the officers of statc
not be rotatory.  “I'his alone would be w
reason, It is admitted on all sides that
gislature might destroy the gffice. Wou
more unconstitutional, or unjust, ts m
tenure of the incumbent, than to -
oflice?  Burely not. As far ¢
Spaaker, as the constitution "
is concerncd, | oppose '
teine of contract i

There s
groune!

L Clanae )

al Loe ||.II'I| e

o with what taleats

el by avery lean majo
-gitimate scion, mulyl disclaim

v Mr. Speaker, that indispositiog
my -m;;ini( wmore on this uuhject. Bt
have the Tegistature do w finithless act;
wonld be instrumental to the domestic o
wsingle Limily in the reFu"lIir. I would
vaee to streh o piteh of remonsteance.
who hear e should bear witineas, that
Rome fell, Cato was hionest,

Tho wueation on the passago of the
carvizd, G7 10 14,

AYES—~Thomas Bennett, Esq. &
Messrs, Adams, Arthue, Bell, Bunike
ally Butler, llm‘flﬂw. I, Carry 1
Camphelly J, Cymphall, Clensent, Cogr
ry, ILrlly, Daniely, Dargan, Doyloy,
Garrety Gaillard, Godgrd, C, Griflin
Harper, Hayne, l'lu org Jerman, Jenkin
Kannedy, Kirksey, Lanee, Lawton, 8.
Lee, G Miller, A, Miller, Mitchell, M
MMichnel, Morris, Morgan, Noble,
Pinckney, Player, Poinset, l’urn'.
Rawls, Reardon, Rhiodes, Richardson,
Y. Scabrooky WV, Heabrook, *

tent, a frechiold 3 bat

requisites to bo .



