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To the Public.

In conformity with my Cuard of the
28ih, I now lay my Address before the
public. In so duing 1 feel that an
apology is due. The Address was not
writlen to publish, nor did | ever im-
ngine that circumstances conld oceur,
which would render its publication ne-
cessary. Jt was my expectation sim-
ply to discharge a duty which had
been assigned me by my class-mates,
deliver the Address, and there lot it
rest. But I have not Leen permirted
thus to ast.  The fivrce and unrelent-
ing rmeasures which have been pursued
against me, leave ne no alternative,
but to ohtrude my views upon the
public. painful as the duty is,

As to the views contained, [ desire
to be fully and distinctly understood,

- 1 assert positively that the Add essas

.now published, contains preciselv the
=ame and all the positions and princi-
ples, which [ advanced at its delivery.
that the language of tha manuseripy
itself has been accurately fillowed, ex-
cept in such slight verbal alterations
a8 were necessary to accuracy, nnd
that beyond this the only changes in
it,arein those shoit pussnges which

in bragkets, to which Leall

PRl Y oy arts asils
, lLuttered no'sentiment
inconsistent with. or more extreme
than these. This is my emphatic and
truthful declaration,

Withit] give the Address to the
publig with cheerful confidence. 1 duubt
not but that to many the views will
seem unsound, impracticable and vis-
sionary, but 1 feel safe in believing
that the candid and impartinl reader
will fail to discover & particle of thai
arrogant and intolerant spirit, or a
symptom of those aristocratic and ty-
rannical sentiments which are so ab-
horrent to true Pepublicanism, but
which have heen aseribed to me. | fecl
sure that when the Adire-s is soberly
and impartially perused, the communi-
ty will be at a loss Lo discover any
just cause in it, for all the clamor and
biiterness agninst the author j and that
it will be as ready to meet out wurm
Justice, as it has been to p ¢judge and
denounce. Tv all who have spuken
timely words in my behalf, | return
my most heartfelt thanks. And to
thuse who have misapprehended, | ean
onty say, here is the Address, judge
fur yourselves. g

Respectlully, .

W. R. Tanen, jr,

Eusentials of n B epublic.

When Thornas Carlyle declared that

- after ages of constitutional govern.
.ment, mankind knew but impericeatly
_yet what liberty and slaver. is,” lie
uttered o sentiment, as mortifying to
the vanity of the evangelists of mod-
orn dernueracy, as it is sadly and cer-
.tainly true. «Indeed, the assertion that
rwonderful and permanent advances
tJiave been madoe towards the absolute
« perfectility of human government, has
in all times, and in none more than
-vur own, been exulantly made by those

. -whom a calm philosophy brands as po

litical outlaws ‘and highwaymen, We

-« need not tax history further than the

Jast half century, to furnish ample con
lirmation of this. If anything can add
hitternes; to the' woes of the I'rench
Revolution ; if it were possible to ag.
gravate the horror,with which fiendish
and bloody doctrines widowed that
beautiful land, it is the reflection that
the miserable victims were at «ach
step deluded by chimerus of Jiberty
and happiness, portrayed in golden
hues, by the very workers of their de-
struction, P
And in our own day, have we not
seen the people of Hungary, laly,
Germany and I'runce too aguin, inci-
ted by the declamation of pulitical
moonlings, launch into  revolutions,
from which, after perilling all the ac-
yuisitions of foriner toil and experi-
ence, thuy have sunk Lack into impu-
tent exhuustion, into nbysses of mise-
1y snd oppression, muore i.toleruble
than before ?
The political rovolutions in Lurope
~during the last half century, have very
renernlly  assuined the "Demoeratic
Ly pe.
e pressure of population, with

other causes, hasi@nhanced the hard-
ships of poverty, and arrayed in fear.
ful antagonism*the despised and grim
sons of labor, and the bloated posses-
sors of wealth,  X'rom this antagonism,
cur cotntry has hitherto enjoyed com.
parative immunity ; and the spectacle
which she has exhibited of precocious
growth in wealth and power, of plenty
and individual libertly, has excited
among the masses of urope a thirst
for democratic institutions, in the fool-
ish hope that their establishiment would
be the dayspring of realizations, long
dreamed of” and panted after, They
have been told by their leadess, that
property was o ecrime  against the
equality of nature—that royalty and
kingly institutions were monstrous
usurpations—that government was o
puppet to be put up, or east down, as
it favored or oppaged their rampant
ideas—that all governments were des
potisms, wherein any limitations were
imposed upon the will of the moby in
a word, that the only lawful and just
government was the majority of num-
bers; and that upon the graves of
|i1|l;._z.~i, and the ruins of ancicent systems,
asecure freedom wauld bloom forth,
to hless with peace and abundanee,

Need we tell how in cevery ease
these fair hopes  have been wrecked 7
How in Germany ® = when her frecly
chosen representatives assembled in
ancient Frankfort, in the Romer Saal.
the Mall conscerated by so many grlo.
ries of the past; where Frederie Barba-
rossa, the Othos, and the Ienrys, the
Iohenstauflen and the Hapshurger re.
ceived the silver crown of Charlem-
agne; how they marched thence, amid
the shiouts of the people, the thunder
of artilery, and the waving of sational
lags of black and gold, to commence
their solemn  deliberntions  in  the
Chureh of St. Paud,” and how, as the
truit of this bright promise, true free.
dom went down beneath the orgies of
red repuhlicanism !

Or shall we tell of ITungary, that
bulwark ot European civilization,

ainst which the Mgslem host was
V&m ttareiyy In vl spunpiesidazaied’
with the dreams and fancies of & wild
enthusiast, dashed like caged birds
against their bars, longing for the frec
air without, which had they reached,
their weak pinions would have essayed
in vain.  And of TRality, tom and
bleeding naw, hor familics decimated
by exceation and exile—the terrible
retribution of the lessons of her demo
cratie leaders,

Such is briefly a sketch of Denioera-
ey in Iurupe during the last half cen
tury, and full indeed of warning to us
—the sons and eitizens of this greal
tepublic,  Is Jation from  the iwila-
ence of other nati-ms is impossible now,
when steam, the press, and free emi.
gration are commingling the race of
men, and levelling national pecaliari.
ties.  Qur rich argosies are frighten-
ed with more thae the  production of
distant skies.  They Lring to us the
opinions and influences of every school
and people—the noxious as well as the
good. T analize and diseriminate so
as to adopt or reject, is a necessity
demanded by our hones and our ex.
istence , for nothing ean be elearer thin
that the sceds of death are already
fruetifying among us, und that princi-
ples fatul to republicanism ure gaining
rapid niastery.

Iwould then, gentlenmen, address
you, the young soldiers of principles
sanctificd with patriotic Llood and wis-
dom, you the hopes of a beloved State,
second Lo none in the exeellence of her
institut ons, you, lastly the foster sons
af this College, vpon o fow of those
prominent principles, which constitue
the essentials of o true and euduring
republic. ]

The two greatest dangers which be.
set all buman governments nre the
extremes of Radicalisin on the the one
hand, and  stagnant inactivity on the
other. Both are  equally Tostile to
liberty and civiiization, just as the un.
fettered violence of the madman, and
the stupor of the opiom  eater, ulike
cannot consist with individual well-
being.  The tendencies to eithar varies
greatly with the character of the peo-
ple, and the potitieal system under
which they live.  With absolute and
despuotic governments, the tendency is
most intense to the latter; but  with
the free and liberal, (he proclivity is
equally strong towards the oppusite
extreme of radicalism, In this, as in
all things else, the path of sound wis.
dom lies, in that happy medium which
we call Conservatism ~ Aud heneo it is,
that a people which lempers its pro
gress by the experience of the past,
exhibits the first clement of p great
and lasting prosperty, “That policy
which ignores the past and its sober
lessons, which rejects as adequated and
iinbesile, whatever is wounding 1o
vanity, or unwelcome to grasping -
bition—in, n word, that policy which
substitutes the ideal for the real, the

* See Garnott's Address before the Virginin
University, to which 1 take the pleasure of ne-
knowladyging grent en:lebtecdness, in the Prepa-
tion of thix address, Y

mushfoom for the oak, blights every-
thing it touches with distemper and
death.

“Government,” as has been well

said, “is a contrivance of human wis-
dom to provide for human wants; {"
and the greatest of all wants, at least
in a Republic, is selfcontrol.
Government which limits and restrains
least, depends for permanency upon
the stable and harmonious character of
the people.
And if it be true, that “that is the best
goverument which governs 1 ast; it is
s0 only where its action is suppressed
by the wholesome sell’ controll of the
governed.  The Autocrat of Russia
can well be indiflerent to the opinions
which ferment and threaten in the bo.
soms  of his subjects; for the dread
Knoot is his ready minister, and bayo-
nets bristle at  his beek,  Here isa
government of force, and not of apin-
ion.  The wildest and most heretical
doctrines may agitate the hearts of the
masses;  but they move not the decp
planted rock, agninst which, they fret.
Conservatism, in such a system, in
any, where force compels obedienee,
is the certain policy of the government,
It wants no change which may loosen
the grasp, conservitism is the safeguard
of the people. They constitute the
government, and they have nothing to
fear from it, but what they should fear
from themselves, Conservatism, there
fore, protect them against themselves.
ILisa great public conscience which re-
bukes the sacrilegious thought and
tmmerves the reckless arm. It is that
hearty and  steadfast  diserimination
Letween the stable and trunsient which
is not charmed  with the fancies, uor
led blind by fuir promises, but which
while it gropes through  the night of
politieal erisis, ever and anon casts its
eye upwards to those unchanging stars
of truth amd - wisdom  that have in all
generations  gladdened  the bmarts of
faithful en,

We are told that conservatism is an
antiprogressive principle, and that the

limbs of a mighty and. free people
B e o B s

‘The answer is simple and direct. True
conservatism. is the higliest and only
sure clement of advancement,  And
certain it is, ‘that all this country lias
uchicved, worthy of 2 great people or
of history® all that  will command the
adimiration of future ages, or abide the
shock of time, is the honest fiuit of
this policy,  And so it must be in the
future.  The tree of a prosperons State
is no upspring of o day. Lt démands
a careful and claborate calture,  lis
arowth is of the past,  Far down and
wide its roots extend, drawing thence
life und beanty.

In the cloquent language of Cole-
ridge, “with blood was it planted, it
was rocked in tempests, the gout, the
ass, and the stag guawed it the wild
boar whetted his tusks on its hark,—
The deep sears are still on its trunk,
and the path of lightning may be
traced among its higher  branches.—
And even after its full growth in the
season of its strength, when its height
reached  heaven, aond the sight thereof
to all the carth, the whivlwind has
more than onee foreed its stutely top
to touch the ground; it has bent like a
bow, and sprang back Jike a shafi.”

In arms and  in arts, in laws and
government, in seicnee and morals, we
would see this almaost magic land de-
velope and expand, until it overllow-
ed in prosperity,

We would see our Republic like
some tree of the primeval forest,
spreading  over the fce ol nature its
stalwart arms;  defiant  of the storm,
crowned  with fiuitage and  shooting
alofl perenial green, But it eannot at-
tuin or approximate to this, under the
lend of irreverent propagandists.  Com.
pare the conduct of ]ﬂng]nml in 1688,
and France in 1790, and mark the con-
trast,  See how, amid all the confu-
sion, blood and fanaticism of that day,
the people of England still cherished
the maxims and institutions of the
past; how they clung to  the old wk
and covenant of liberty, and law, and
at least remodeled o treer and more
enlightened systemn, upon tried founda-
tions.  She came forth from tht eri-
sis vigorous and full  of hope—the
healthy blood  bounding  through her
veins—her head  ereet, and her eye
clear, and onward she strode, conquer-
ing and to conquer,  Not so wilh
Fenca in her trial, a century later
with this example by ber side. In
the confidence of self-vaunted wisdom
shie despised everything which wore
the sanction of time, save crime and
impiety, and the world knows how
bitter was the fruition, not yet com-
plete ! Here were two neighbors, the
one conservative, the other radieal.
England’s progress was that of the sun
steadily culminating in the heavens,
cach step brighter than the last,  ‘The
progress of 1"!‘:1”(:9, was the mu‘p(u‘
swullowed wup in gloom. Well may
we sny with burke, “we have consecra-
ted the State, that no man should ap-

t Burke's Essay on the Revolution.

That |

proach to look into it
ruptions, but “with d

its subversion; that he’
to the faults of the <
wounds of o _father,
and trembling  soljiit;
therefore,” says Bacon, i _
ry or seandal of former tithes and per-
sons; yet, set it down, to thyself as
well as to create n good precedent as to
follow them.”

Conservatism then, ns we under-
stand it, is the highess type of progress.
[ feel, gentlemen, in thus urging upon
you conservatism, as 'the bulwark of
republicanism, | speak to those in
whom ceducation, habits of life, and
politieal position, dictate a reéady &s-
sent. | shall again recur to ity ina
practical inanner. = -

It is now mafr.'m'saff_r,g,:.l;adrnirrcd that
the education of the people is essential
to the permancncy of Repnblican insti.
tutions.  Z'o oppose this docirine is to
incur the charge of hostility to enlight.
enment, and a leaning {fo aristocrucy.
T'he question, therefose} of the proprie-
ty and policy of public education, may
be considered as passed upon. The
State,is the party towhom this duty
is very properly assigned, as compris-
ing the people in their organic body,
and ns demanding dutids and services
of’ the eitizen, of the nature of which
she should inform him. Tepublics,
more than all other political systems,
require a_higher state of moral and
mental training in the whole mass of
citizens. "This, then, being the admit
ted object, the questioh remnins as to
the best means to attain to it—a prob-
lem fur, very far from being successful-
ly solved.

Above all ancient nations, the sys-
tem of education Among the Athenians
is most worthy of notice. A State,
whose territory wasg less than many of
our districts with a population of but
20,000 voting citizens;’but. which has
left. models in politics, poetry, history,
philogophy, and the DS, -which after
b Jages of ore Zif
yenai
whose ‘génins 8

i

Sl iTeme em-
pire over '!ha';l'iiindt;é%fﬂ?ehirta of men,
must have pursued asystem of educa-
tion as sublime and wise, as its achieve-
ments are triumphang and enduring. —
In the langnage of another®, “a people
who eould bear to have their follies
lashed by an Aristophanes, who fully
appreciated the lofty attie tragedy. who
corrected  the langmage of Demos-
thenes, must have had an intellectual
refinement never sinee equalled.”—
What then was the training which bore
such fruits?

The edueation of the Athenian was
chielly oral and publie, though not in
the modem sense.  Roetry, like mus-
ie, was then given tothe world not in
cold type, hut the accent, the voice,
the play ;-i’«unnlvnangg;-uand the enthn-
sinsm of the coinpaser accompanied
Lis verse to the Leads and imagina.
tions of his hearers, WWphilosophy | elo-
quencey laws or morals were taugl ¢ the
master of each sat aloR in the orches
tra, his own instrament in hand, per-
forming his part in the grand harmony,
With cach lesson was impressed the
venerasblo mien, or the genius lit eye
of the speaker.  There was no annoy-
ance to tempt the pen of calumny or
scurility, to soreen the anarchist and
the poisoner, while'it seattered the
treason of the one, op the henbane of
the other.  And iff they reaped the
evils of the oral system, they certainly
esenped the equal if not greater of the
written, :

It the former made them the fitting
audience of the seductive orator, it
saved them from the noiscless and fire-
side polution of the latter,  If vice and
dishonor had their eloquent advocate,
's0 al-0 had virtug and patriotism, und
if the Athenian chose wrongly, he at
least did not ignorantly, If his- jud .
ment  was exercised hastity in the
crowded Agora, rather than ealinly in
his closet, so neither did 1t fester over
incendiary ‘pamphlets and’ chilling ii-
centiousness ! Il he was eaptivated by
brilliant sophistries from the mouths of
demagouges, he was spared their deep
infusion into him from the press.

But the most striking fenture of the
eduention of the young Athenian, was
its unimnting and _inspiring character,
See him as he bends his lithe form in
mute gltention to the diseussion, of
Pluto and Anaxagoras—as he drinks
in at the Ecclesia a love of libeity and
honor, fresh from the lips of Solon and
Demosthenes—hear him as he joins in
the chaunt of [lomeric songs—see him
as at the Theatre, his vivid nature
hangs entranced by the chorus of Eu
ripides—as at tha festivals and oly mp-.
ics, the deeds or heroes and sages noy.
er forgotten, are sung in lyric numbers,
liring his young mind with dreams of
fame, as his love of the beautilul is
steeped in admiration of the Parthenon,
and the decorations of the Propylea—
mark his breast swelling with pride of
country, as he beholds the bronze statue

Mrathon, or enters tha Odeon, whoea

of Athena, made: from the poils of
roofs are timbers from the captured
Persian ships, and that awning canopied
reat Xerxes, on the morning ol Se-
?E_unis,_!fhenr his plaudits, as they leap

ey | from, his thrilling soul, when the con-
‘i, | test between Sophocles and old Eschy-

lusis over, and youth has plucked- the
trogic crown froin the * brow of age '
See hini in all this, and answer, wheth-
er the noble and generons, the beauti-
ful and the great, the chivalric and the
dignified, were notall cuilivated in
cunsummute harmony.

No smattering pedagogue was there
to drill his mind in forins and phrases,
orstrew his heart with vanity and mean
ambitions. But statesmen, orators and
poets were his schoolmuasters, and a
splendid history his kornbook. There
was no hum-drum, no beluboring of
stupidity with unwelcome tasks, All
the qualities of mind and heart were
called into nctive life. The glory and
clevation of Athens was bequeathed to
sons from the dying lips of sires. It
was the dream  which stirred the Loy
in hissleep, and dunced befure his steps
as he trod the streets in mid-duy, It |
made the heroie love of woman more
heroie, and filled the mother’s heart
with great thoughts for her offspring.’
Ience that public spirit which delight-
ed in saerifices, when honor or coun-
try called, .

“Their bodies, too,” savs Thueydides
“they employ for the State, as if they
were any one else's but their own, but
with minds completely their own, they
are ever ready to render it service,—
Hence) in a word, the immortality of
Athens, and Athenian civilization.—
Here was education indced, proven by
sublime tests !

It is no reply to this, to point to acts
of ingratitude, of cruelty, of short
sightedness or more than ull, Mo tell us
of the final deeay and fall of that noble
little State, The first will find their
apology in the frailties w Lich beset hu.
manity everywhere. And the causes
of her downfall must be sought in a
concurrence of c¢frors ond disasters,

) [} LLLALY

Be it remembered’ Bre WA NG
Star of Bethlechem in the sky for her.
whose benign light might inspire her
philosophers and statesmen with truths
unknown before, and lead their gro

ping steps to Faith and God. Yet
lacking this, she niced not shrink from

Lold comparison, in all that constitutes
a people truly great, with some nations
at least who boast their Christignity,

These remarks upon the e ueation
of the Atlenians, are intended as in-
troductory to a brief comment upon
the modern system.

Assuming that a  Republic  de-
pends for permnancney upon the mor-
ulity of the people, and that intellectual
cultivation is a means to that end,
there has beeu established, in some of
the States of this Union, what is termn-
ed o Common School  system,  the
range of which is reading and writing,
with afuw rudiments.

Now, the fust and fundamental er-
ror in this system appears to be, in the
implied assumption that reading and
writing either in themselves constitute
an cducation, or that the majority of
those thus tanght avail themselves of
it, as a starting point for future culti-
vation. | need not enter into an cla-
borate argument 1o show that the
bare nowledge of reading and wri-
ting eobstitutes in no true sense an
education, It certainly cannot of it
sellf make a better man ora better cit-
izen. (They are simply measns which,
to produce the end fur which they
were intended, must be properly used.
Like the tools of the artisan, they
may be used to how and destroy, as
well as to build and beuutity.) ~ And
ns to the second o word will suflice,
By fur the larger portion of those who
attend the common school, come from
the lap of poverty and toil,  They be-*
long to that class to be found inev-
ery condition of society, but especially
in the more wealthy and civilized,
whose livelihood is scantily had by the
hardest drudgery. I'rom this scene
they go to the common school, and
alter recciving thé inodicum of knowl-
edge there given, they rettirm ‘whence
they cume, to toil and strugigle, “I'he
tastes, the vecupations--the opportu.
nities of these, cannot be intellectual,
With the first light of morning they
go forth to their honest labor, and at
carly eve sink exhausted to their
couches, \\Vhat thne is spared to
them for bopks? - We know that there
are bright exceptions, and we partici
pate in the pride of their names; men
whose mind's thirst was slacked in
lonely hours stolen from sleep and
health.  But they were of that stanip
born to triumph.—Their gonius was
inspired at a higher fountain than the
common school,.—Their lofty pnrpuse
mado them independent of its meagre
charities, and would have achieved
success had they never, entered ils
portals. A systemy then, which pro-
poses to promote the mentalgrowth of
this class by such menns is in the

* Bratesman's Mannual,

t Garnett an abave,

outset met by natural obstacles;

But again.  Does this system. well-
nigh barren as it is ot intellectual
fruit, cherish morals and instil virtue?
If it does not, the very objects for
which it is instituted, the promotion of
public virtue, as essential to republic.
anism, are defeated, This, is the test,
and the common school system must
stand or full Ly it.

Now, let us ndmit, for the sake of
argument, that thi¥% system does edu-
cate intellectually, it may well be
doubted whether it even then pro.
motes moruls. Indeed, although at
the first glance there would secmn to
be direct connection between intellee-
tnal enlightenment and virtue, that
the light which kindles the mind should
‘also penetrate the henrt; yet history is
full of examples of the highest iilumin.
ation of the one, linked with the
deepest depravity of the other. The
last generation in France, and the pres.
ent in Germuny, are both melanchaly
instances in point. “And the wmost
learned eras in modern Italy were
precisely those which brought “the
| vices into the most ghastly refine
ment.”  Mere intellectuality is de-
fiant of God and man. It knows no
law, no impulses, no checks, save the
dictutes of its daring ambitions, [ts
type has been admirably drawn by the
great noveliest of England, in the cher-
acter of Randal Leslie—the man in
intelleet——the demon in heart.

Jut what is  the state of morals
where this systeni prevails?  In Prus.
sin, whose boast is the enlightenment
of her peaple, crime and vice are great
ly on the increase.  In France, where
the Prussian syste.n Lias been adopted,
they exhibit uo diminution. In the
United States there is still a sadder
tale® In New Dngland, where, we
are told, this system has been eminent-
ly successtul, where reading and wri-
ting are tunght to all, erime, vice, and
infidelity nre progressing in a fearful
ratio. It is attempted to explain this,
by the influence of emigration, Bui
the statistics show the increase to be

ot

. Soutl
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ond establish this meager, insufficient
and unsatisfactory system of public
education, enjoys comparative and un.
exampled immunity from all,

But this reading aud writing sys.
tem, is not only not productive of pub.
lic virtue, but tends dircetly 1o a men.
tal demoralization, no less futal (o Ite-
publicanism than  licentiousness: nnd
vice. Place the young mind under a
tuition like this where no fixed prin-
ciples in morals or politics are taught,
where knowledge is  circumseribed
within a few dogmas, and where ev-
en this parrow training cepses at the
very mowment when the mind is awake
with inquiry and, speculation—then
turn it out to pasture in the “unweed.
ed garden,” which a licontious Pross
has planted, and what is the result?
—Can it surprise us that sucha mind.
vain because of its meager learning, not
yet subdued into that Leautiful humili-
ty which, aceording to Bacon, true
knowledge fost rs, should at once
launch into wild speculation? Need we
wonder that the instrument thus en-
trusted to unskilful hands, should be
used, not to prune, but to destroy? Or
that & mind so prepared, should at
onee fill a victim to specious fullacies,
and mad theories; that it should
greedily absorb the light and scdue-
tive, and 1eject the thoughtful and so-
ber?  Here is one great clue to the
radicalism of the North. Here 'is the
fountain of that torrent of is:ns, which
is swallowing up literature, morals
and politics, ard  has cast upon socie-
ty aguin, the buried offal of exploded
falsehood. ‘I'he youth who leavesthe
common school at the North feels the
pains of authorship within him. Orig-
inality is his sole thought, ond the
more extreme and radical he is, the
stronger aud better his claim. Eager
publishers ealculate the success of
the new work, by its congenility to
popular ideas and passions, and forth
it poes in blue and gilt to minds as
anchorless and weak as his own. En-
ter the cities uflha. North, embark on
her steamers, ride on her railroads,
go into the country, and everywhere
you will find the appetite of her so-
called Reading Publie, dieted on lite-
rary garbage. Cheap infidelity, social-
isin, and vico, are served np in ey.
ery form to suit the palates of the mil-
lion, i

I yield to none in suppart of a well.
regulated  free press. | know that
it is the tongne of liberty, and the
sword to tyrants; that it has disenthral.
led and  develuped opinion, DBut the
conclusion cannot be avoided, that
among a people educated up to the
point of the Northern system, the ab.
solutély Free Press will become a
sure demoralizer, by ministering viei-
ous food to vain and unstab'e minds,

* At a Conventicn of the Qupm{nundmu of
the Common Schools in New England, held

this Fall in New Haven, theso via:
sentsd In w \ Fasa “_br; p&

tarting volors, Flasa,
Rov. Cytus Plarés of bassaobusotte:”
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|tome and family, an intellectunl,

I'he chief defect is, that it does not go

Sfar enough. It should be carried be-
yond the point of merely supplying '
means. T'he State should see to it-
as far ns practicable, ‘that the means’
are not abused. ‘This is' the basia of
all Jegislation against “‘the ‘publication
of obscure and corrupt works, And
the State when she assuines .the edu- -
cation of the citizen, should zealous:
ly strive to protect him from pollution,
Just as a wise parent watches over the,
mind and heart of his offspring.

(With such safeguards, reading and
writing would become the most benefi-
cent instrumentsin a people’s progress’
and happiness.)

If. then, this system fails, to clevate
the people intellectually—if it does
not diminish vice and erime; ifaided Ly
a licentious Press it fusters mental van-
ity, wild speculation and immorality
—if, in a word, it falls short of its
vbject, the wallure of the Republio,
what is the'system really conducive to,
that end? '

The first object of public education
should (and Ly public, | me.n State)
be toinform the people of the nature of
their government, the rights and duties
of the citizen. Prof. Licber in his ad-
mirable essay upon Aunglican and Gal-
lican liberty, onutherales this among
the duties of all frec systems. We bew
lieve that, as regards the larger portion
of the citizens, government will fail
when it attemnpts more; and it effvets
results grand and beneficient indeed,,
when it duesfthis much,

And here we again recur with con-
fidence to the Athenian system. It
was in the Ecclesia, in the public
courts, and te debates of slatesmen,
that the Athenian imbibed the princi-
ples of his governmnt, and learend
his rights which he so well defended,,
and the duties he so nobly perfurmed.

Wetvo huve our Ecclesia in our
public assemblies, our open Courts
and our Legislatures, where the na-
ture of our institutions are  diseussed.
and defined, and where o high public
spirit can be fostered. To these soup

ces.are the peaple ofths Stazq :
fhde’h'reﬂ'fbptg?supa#gf‘déq_n?#:gﬁg

with their govetnment, and the patri-.
otie spirit which distinguishes ihem
From 1he lips of Calhoun and Meduf..
fie they have been fisely taught the
rights and duties that befit and adorn
a free people.  The lives and teach-
ings of such men are the lLest books of-
political wisdum, and they will be
remembered not because read, but
because they have Leen scen and heard
and will descend as heir looms f{rom.
duther to Lon,

But there isa requisite higher than
this in the education of the citizens of"
a Republic. It is anelevated tone of-
honor and morals.  And what school
so fitting as the Llome fur these? Home
education, enfurced by the sweet in..
fluence of the parent,and the, gentle-
dependency ofthe child, can alone
engraft upon the nature thase quali-
tics needful to the man and the citizen.

No system, however comprehensive
can dispense  with its blessings and
benefits, A people whose homes are
the altars of" principles and honor,
have the best of common schools at
their own hearths, to prepare them for
their career.  llere indeed has God
blessed the South, Around our
homes grow alike the hopes of youth
and the rocollections of age; and in
that sociul jntercourse so fairly our
pride, generosity “and honor, purit
and intelligence find a genial soil,
These are the essentials of the educa-
tions of the citizens of a Republic. 5&
do nut say that further education is
not highly advantageous to the citi-
zen of a Republic, nor dol deny thag
in propotion to their progress in a
knowledge of all the arts and sciences,
will they prosperand develope. Bug
my subject isthe *Essentials of a
Republic,” and I am seeking to define
accurately the limits of such an edu-
cation, withont disputing the certaip
blessings to flow from greater culture.] |

But when State education goes fur-
ther, when in keeping with the spirit
of the nge, it seeks & broader basis let
her rear institutions jike this (the S,
C. College.) " Let her concentrate
light upon the hill-top whence its rays
will pierce the dark valleys and iliu
mine the path of the climber, rather
than scatter freble candles, whosd
uncertain lights decoy the unwary
into pits aud quagmires.
pupils of this and similpr institutions,
step forth into life deeply imbued
with the spirit of our institutipns and
sorthy prinsiples. Men whose pres-
enco angd examplo shull radiate patri.
otism and honor, and who in.!the
doubt and fury of political erisis,
will command the gnze and and guide
the steps of the arring, ~ Whea ¢he
does educate, Jet her.gducate efficiently.
Let her build upon the basis of the .

saperstructure, grand anll comprhen.
sive, blending individual excellence
with State |ér,lde, making  the man &

part of the State, and the State a pard
{coxrmrep ox FOURTIL PAQR,)

LS
o J - -

5

Letthe ¢




