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President Johnson’s Policy.
Delegations from the States of New York and

“Msine, to Wasbington, received the following

reply from President Jonhson:

Fneed ot say, gentlemen, how deeply grateful
Iamtoyou and the influential and eminent
-citizens whom you represent, for the words of en-

' couragement .and confidence which you have

spoken. Such s manifestation of regard would
st any time be scceptable, but at the presemt
time it finds in my beart the warmest response.
You will not expect of me, under existing cir-
cumstances, any extended declergiion of my
‘public affuirs. My past life mustbe the guaranive
of my future course. And if on the principles
which have beretofere guided my saction s &
«public man, there is not found a sufficient earrest
of those which, with the blessing of God, will
direet my course in dealing With the great public

. questions which zre mow coming up for de-

termination, no profession that I should now
wake, no declarations of policy that I should, lay
¢.wn, would command your respect or insure
your confidence. Yet there are some poinis
which stand out 50 prowinently that none can
besitate to yield a ready assent to ‘their forle
and trath, Our great and good Predident has
been stricken down by the hand of an assassin.
Every one will agree that arson is & crime, and

« must L2 punished. = No one will deny that mur-

‘der is & crime, and must Ieet its just penaity.
All will coneur in awarding to the assassin the'
punishment of his crime. But if the assassin of
the President iz not to escape deserved -panish-
ament, what shall be done ‘to those who have
attempied she assassination of the  republic '—
who have compassed the lifent the nation? - The
lessons must:be tanght beyond the possibility’. of
exer being unlearned that treason I8 a crime—

" tHe greatest of human ctimes. Yet in cxercisiog
- she high prerogaiixe which devolresupon me, L

thall, it { know myself, temper justicv with merey.
T'shzll not forget, however, I trust, that while.
the exercise of mercy is ‘eusy and pleasant, merey
to the indrvidual is often & source [of. the great-
-gst, misery to the mass of the people. Every
question, asitarises, must be disposed of according
10 the circumstances which shall surreund it at
the time. The quiet and orderly manker in
‘which the hiatus created by the death ef the
‘Chief Magistrate of the nation, so suddenly, and
by 0 terrible 1 stroke, has been closed up i the
peaceful working of the Constitution, i3 8 sure
guarantee that the strength and wisdom of the
people and of their Governmens will be found
“equal Lo every emergency that say arise.

Had any one, four years ago, unndertaken to
predict the wouderful events which bave ha
pened during the great struggle through w hic
we have passed, his utterance would have bLeen
classed with the stories of the *Arabian Nights,’
abd the tale of the ‘Wonderful Lamp.’ Se, while
i¢ is not for us to anticipaie what may recur in
the suture, we ate sustained by an abiding faith
%4 the Divine Being, and by a sure confidence
that the great principles of government- and
freedem, which have been vindiested by our
success liitherto will be secured and prepetuated

in the midst of all the vicissitudes through which

it may bg-ouf fortuce yet to pass. I thank you,
gentiemen, agsin, for your kind expressiotis of

confidence. Certain I am, that while - the re-

ponsibitities which devolve upon me might have
fallen upon many possessed of far more-ability to
meet and fulfil them, yet no one can approach
them with 2 more sincere gdesire, or & more honest
determination, to ‘discharge them with a view
solely to the welfare of the people and the peace
and prosperity of the pation. )

Ou motion of one of the gentlemen, the report
was‘unanitously adopicd. &

The Ohio delegration received an znswer,
which, together with a speech in reply to ibe
delegration of the Christian cormission, follows
below : %

Respzcrep Sik:  Lmight adopt all that yeu
have said on this occasion, snd preseat it a&s
mine. I respond most cordiaily, and eadorse
-every sentiment you have uttered ;"and I might
thus conclade what I have to say in a much bet-
ter manner than I can otherwise express 2,
adopting vour remarks as my reply to_yourself.
The sad calamity, the affliefing occurrence of tke
assassination of the President of the United
States, is not more deeply felt by any one than
‘myself; and especially so while I occupy the po-
sition I do, being thrown into it by.that sad
event. And in entering upon the discharge of
the duties tliat are imposed on me in the office
thus conférred, I fe2l and know the responsibili-
ty, aud have on various occasions felt as it - were
‘overwhelmed ; and I stand before you' to-day
embarrassed exceedingly as to how the responsi-
bility shall be fulfilled. Hence the importance
and value of the encovragement that you give
‘here to-day. The countenance tendered -me,
and the support you propose in an nndertaking
so fearful, and responsitle gs the one in which I
enter, is dulyappreciated, for in the midst of
-this embarrassment—in the midst of this great

. national calamity—in stgriing upon the'career I
must pursue—the cotfidence, the courtenunce,
the encouragement and the promise that you will
aid the instruiment that bas been thrown where
Be.is, ig the discharge f bi: duuts, i3 :orth @

!

As [ remarked but a short time since, lack of
support ay paralyze the most courageous ; but

1 the encouragement, countenance and support of

an intelligent people is calgulated to make even
a coward courageous, and to win merit in-the
discharge of his duties. I repeat, that I most
fully vespond to all that you have ssid, and con-
cur most fully, especially in' the ides that this
Government has beed sent on a’mission, and
that the mission has uot been fulfilled, and that
the history of this country shall dsmonstrate that
this ration, as it moves alovg down the stream
of time, i3 to be permanent as the sun.

I start, sir—though it may be considered by
‘some 28 & kind of wild enthusizsm or supersti.
tion—with the idea that this Government was

right—that it was. founded upon the principles of
free government proper, with the essentials and
leading principles runniog through it. It was
aent here upon a great mission, which hes not
_yet been fulfilled ; but in its ooward and upward
course it will carry out its mission, and establish
the great principle of free government not only

lieve, in-the midst of my supevstition, if it may
be called such, er, in other words, I have a reli-
ance and abiding faith, that there is s great
principle of right which lies at the foundati6a of
all things. I.believe that timé will come when
thig nation, instead of being the recipient, it has
been for a considerstle length of time, of arts,
or sciences, and of religion from the other quar-
sers of the glube, and of emigrants of every kind.
and of every complexian, will become the radia-
ting point, the centre from which wili proceed
arts, science and religioe to our brothers through-
out the civilized world. We have been sent on
a great mission and that mission niitst be fulfilled.
We look at this gigantic rebellion, and see thas
the Government has struggled. with it "and car-
tied it slong ; and just at the time we believe,
and substantially know, that the rebellion was,
about to be ended, and the nation was rejoicing,
with'its banners unfurled and its artillery thune
dering through every town and hamlet through.

then, in the midst of jubilant feelings and the ex-
dltation of & free people, the chief magistrate is
gtruch like a swar from its sphere, ir death. IIere
‘we receive an intimation of the eternal principle
“that sent forth this Government—the Govefn:
ment rejoicing ‘on the vme hand a rebellion
crashed, and on the other mourning st its chief
slain ; and thougk presidents may give way in
regular succession, still this Government will
moveé on, and in the end carry out its mission
among the nations. ’

I cannot but say, and in saying so it is & mere
repetition of what has been expressed before,
that the time hus come with' this, Government
‘when ctime shall be understood. We are taught
iu &ll the States, and even in the courts of the
United States, that the commission of various of-
fences are-crimes, Arson is = crime, burglary is
a crime, murder is a crime. The time bas come
when the people shall be educated and taught to
understand that treason ts a crime. And not
ouly a crime; but the bighest of crimes. We look
upon the assassination of the President—this di-
abolical and fiendish act whith has been recently
committcd—as the highest crime ; and the mind
cannoy conceive the penalty commensurate with
it. It isa deed for which the human mind can-
not invent a penaltysevere enough. To assas-
sinate the President. The assassing, in the garb
and shape df tfeason, bave lifted their impious
arms agaiust the Government utider which they
live. I will say, in this conuéction in reference,
as you have just.remarked, as to my fature poli-
cy, that if my past cours¢ upen’ various - public
questions that have come up, and especially since
this rebellicn commenced, is -any indication or
evidence to yeu of what my future will be, any
professions now mst be unnecessary. So far as
regards my action in the disposition or winding
up this great drama, my past life must be taken
as some indication of my fulure. In the pro-
gress of this question, in bringing it to a close,
when justice is meted out, and it becomes neces-
sary to exercise mercy and lenience, we shall be
sure to discriminate and ascertain what i3 mercy,
because sometimes mercy, m ived and ex-
ercised improperly, results in ruin of States and
men. - . 4w

"It it is right.and proper to take awsy the life
of one individval for destroying that of amether,
what shall be done with those who destroy the
life of the-nation ?, Treason must be pusished
as the highest crime kaown to the law. Some bave
committed treason, technicaily spesking. Thou-
sands-and Jhousands have been taken from thair
homes upon one cguse or other; sometimes by
conscripsion, sometimes by force of public opine
ion, sometimes misled by leaders. I'would say,
in the exercise of mercy; try to meke the proper
discrimination ; visiting the penalties of treason
.on the couscious, intelligent, misleading traitor,
and extending leniency to the great mass of the
deceived. Gentlemen, all I can ssy, and all I can
promise you after referring to my past, that in
asceriaining what my fotare will ‘be in the dis-
charge of my duties in the administration of ths
Governmeat, ail will be done-ia = -proper spirit, I
think, and in-accordence with. mry best ability.
There may be some who would perform those
duties with move signal ability then I cad; but
there is one thing, sir, of which: [ assure you snd
this audience, that whateter be ths evideycs of
my past life or-thengh [.may not bring to the
‘adminMhtration of this Goveromemy thay sigmal

founded by our fathers upvn & great principle of | future ot ject, ° Then, gentlemen, and you, sir, |

here but throughout the civilized worid, I be- |

out the length and breadih of the confederacey

and impulse sincere. [ have lahored tite most of
my life—yes, the vigor rnd strength of my life
have been expended in those directions which
bave been calenlated to bring about the greatest
good 1o the greatest number. I bave latigred in-
cessantly to maiotain and carry out the great

nade for man, and not man for the >abbath.’

I toiled 1o establish and ms«e that greu® idea
permanent as this Government. I have labored
to establish this idea. I shall nct desist from that.
I have lubored to udvance znd amneliorate the
condition of the great wass ¢f med. and, God wil-
ling,with your belp,as far sg’in me lies,iu the'ad-
ministration of thiy Governmeut, it shall be my

please accept my acknowledgmente, my" sincere

rendered me on this occasion, and my reitera-
tion that thongh I may not discharze my dudies
a3 some mignt, yet siill I do so honestly and sin-
cerely, I thank you for the kind atientioa you
bave paid we. : = a
ANOTHER SPRICH FROM THE PRESIDENT

Direetly after the delegations had -retired the
President received & lurge number of delegates
of the Christian Commission, temporarily residing
in Washington. The Rev. Mr. Borden, of Aloany,
delivered = brief but eloguent and impressive
aCdress, saying that they recognized him as
called, in the Providence of God, to have rule
over the naiion; that in the past public ‘services
of the President they had their foundation of
_hope for the future; und now, as they looked oh
the face of hisvillustrious predecessor, whose
dexth had moved the country to tears, they be-

‘the people and his successor, as Joshua, to give
them a lznd of promise; that in the administration
of justice mercy would follow the success of our
arms? their prayer was for- an epduring peace
and all the blessings of free government.

The Presideut veplied thatsuch were his feel-
ings. In consequence of the late afflicting events
-he conld not respond su appropriate terms, He
owever, acknowledged his thehks for kil
sentiiacnts expressed. Although he - might fail,
he would prowise that he would undertake td
performth grave and responsible duties devolving
upou him with all the zeal of an honest hesrt.
He had knowledge of and appreciited the offices
of the Chrjstian Commission. He always had an
abiding faith in the veople, and looked on the
Government a3 bused upou the pringiples of
human‘rights. The nation’s mission is not yet
completed. It is inour bunde. When we loock
at the cocntry's condition it gives » complete
contradicuion in the assumption of our enemies. |
In the midsc of vreason and rebellion we &nd !
that we will 4riumph at-last. Althougli we have
Ead a civil war which bas covered the laud with
givom, and while the entive country was rejoicing
ove? the triumph of the struzgle, there bas been
sn assassination the mostatrocious sad diabolical
the worid has ever witnessed. ;

While the nation was jubilant the Chief
Magistrate was stricken down like & star from its’
sphere. Aun iuterrsgnum, a hiatus, was crealed
it the Goverument. . In, Frince, for+ instance,
unider similar circumstances; there wouid have
been scenes of anarthiy. Butnot so ber, wherg
the Government is fodnded on justice and right..
We have developed the great truth ihat it 18
stroug enough to préserve ils existernce while
suppressing all publie disorders within our widely
extended liwits.. Government is inade for the
people; and nos the people for the Government.

tensive with the human family. He believed, in
the languege ‘of anotizer, that religion iv an arch
of promise, gpanning humanity, with its eods
recting ou the hoerizon.. Religion is seen in its
acts more than ‘its profession, and goud deeds
hever fail to receive recognition. : ;
He then repeated his sentiments regarding his
future political course, similar to those addressed
to the :llinois delegation, saying the time- bad
come when intelligent men like those before him
should exert their moral influence in erecting a
standard by which everybody should ee taught
to believe that treason is the higiesterime known
to the lax, and tha¢ the perpetrator should e
visited ®ith the punishmext which he deserves.
The State of Semth Curolina,

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT: _
Corunrra, MMay 22, 1365, -
To the -People of Seuth Carolinax :
HAVE thia duy received information of an |
ofder issued by Msjor-General Q. A. Gillmore.

I deem it proper, without délay, to present to you
for your ‘ififormation, such porticas thereof as

for yod & conflict with the forces of the Tuited
States, which van only be aveided by mr for-
béarance to exercise the functions of the Ex-
ecutive' Departmens of tie State :
HEAQRS DEPT OF THE S0UTH, -
Hizrony Heap, 8. C, May I35, 1865.
GENERAL ORDERS NO. 63.
1. The proclamation of A. G. Magrath, styling
himself Governor of South Caroiina, dated at
Headgunariers, Columbia, South Carplina, May Z-

the property of the Confederste States within
the limita of the Staze should be juened sver and’

lieved that God had sent him, as Moses, to lead |’

He was not sectarian; he claimed a charity co-ex- !

1865, declaring that all éubsistencs siores and ) need not gi*a you sssurance,

! great deal to any one, and especiaily to myself., a‘.biliajr that sonte might, I have an honest wiil ’ people of the Siute: and the proclamation of

{ Joseph ¥ Drown, styling himsélf Governer of
{ Georgie, dated at the cupital of that ‘State, ot
the ¥d duy of May, 1865, requiring the officers
and inembers of the General Assembly to meet -
in extraordinary session at the Capitol in Milledge-
ville, on Monday, the 22d day of May, 1865 and

idea that government wus made for man, snd | the prochunation of A. K. Allison, styling himself
not man for he Government. The Sabbath was | Acting Governor of Floride, dated at Taliabasses,
! on the 8th day of April, 1865, #iving uoticgy and

directiol that an election will be held on Wedries-
day, the Tth duy of Jun®; 1865, for Governor of
the Siate of Florida ; are, each and ail of them,
declared null and void, it having become knawn
to me, from truatworthy  information, that the
aforesaid A. G. Magrath, Joseph E. Brown and
A, K. Allison; are disloyul to the United States,
having committed sundry and Jdiveys acts of *
treson, against the same, in adhering to their

thanks, for the cosintenance aud encouragement henemies, giving them aid'and comfort, .

The persons und people to whom the proclama- -
tisus bereinabove referred to bave beent respecs-
ively addressed, are, therefore, enjoined and
commanded to give no heed whatever tlieretd,
or to any orders, proclamations, commissions or -

| commands emditating from persous claiming the
right to evercise the functions and zuthority of *
Govervur in either of the States of Sonth Caroling, -

Georgia or Florida, tnless the same shall hive
been promulgated by the advice or consent of the
United States amthorities. s 7
_n'. # g S A i e
1{I. Bistrict and Post Commanders throughout
this Department will at once cause this order to-
be circulated far and wide, by special couriers or
atherwise, and will take such steps t» sseire iis-
enforcement as may by tiem be deémed neces-
sary. Q. A GILLMORE..

Major General Commanding.

General. \ 3 .
I canpot, under all the circumstandes whick

which will he praduced becanse of any effort on
my part—iruitless, if not mischiév8us, as it must
Le—to exercise Ré:use functivos which you in
your vonfidence have ecommitted to me. Nor
am I witling that, without such consequences to
you, while iuthe Exevutive Chair of the State; ;\E
shall be held forth to the world charged wi
criwe; without the* most -positive declaration,
that Lam ready to meet and 1epel .jt, wherever
and by whomsoever made. ;

i3 now disclosed to you, I feel that my duty,
whether consicerell in regard 10 myself as your
Executive, or to von as u people whose welfars -
i3 deur 10 we, is at oiic~ plain and imperative.
1 will not introduce witlin Jhis Stite discord ¢
contention. I wili not wllow myself to furnish.

| the oveasion by which 2 single atom of -suffering

cait be added to that load which sow - weighs ' 8o
heavil® upon yon. [ will not zivé oppartunity
for conflict between the Governnient of this -
State and the Government of the United States.
The functions, therefore, of the Esecutive afs
-sukpended by mwe from this day. : :
Cuoder other cireumstances and at other times,
I weuld piuse in doing th&t which I now db with-
oiit hesitation, and with a ‘perfect conviction thug -
it is due to you that it shouldsbe done. The ex-
ercise of the executive power in the proclama.
tion 6f the 2d May, 1860, which ws-complaingd
of, has been rectiied ayd the proclamafion re-
called. Before my letter was received containipg:
the explanation of the cirtumstanes which ﬁ 4
to the proclamation, these orders have Been is-
sued ; in which, because of “trustworthy, infornra-
tion” of *disloyalty” and *‘sundry and divers’
acts of treason,” the functions of the Gosernor of
“tiee State are suspeuded and bis authority denied.
To exerei e my functions in the faceof thése or-
ders, i3 to invoke force to rustainmwe in ophosition
to that which will be displayed agaiust the: Suéh
4 contest could have but ‘one resuit. While tu
these in the State who would give théir suppory,
to the Executive, there must come penalties
sufferiag, without the possibility of advantage. = .
W hatever, therefore, may be the feeling whichi
belongs 1o me us & man er & citizen; in & casy
ike this ; where couvictiun precedes the bearing,

it becomes we to be mindful of the

‘whicl invalve your peace and affect your welfars.
I bava said to ydu befSre, [.say i& jou now, i
war is gver; hostilities have ceaséd ; and it §#
vour duty to forbeur opposition which is hopé-
: Jess—coiitest which is unavailing—und reconcils
[ 10 yo'uselves thit submission whicl the Govern-
mea: of the United States can impose, and you

* |.apnot sresist.

While the considerations, whigh 1 have now
expressed lead ne o chig forbearance i the ex-
ercise 47 the functions of thg Ejecutive Depait-
ment of the Siate, [ owe it'{p myself, ta you,- to -

affect mie and concern you : because they create | the State, the Legislature of wiiich according to

the Constitution of this State, elegred me the
Goyeraar ol the State, o make my pragest aguinst
the power clainiéd and exerciséd by Gen. Gill-
more. It involves a juestion ®hich concerns tot
alone this State, but all the States of the United.
States. It aifierus a principlé which iy is nos nées .
essary now for wig to 'discuss. A NPl
Whagever mav bi Your condition, unavailing
resistance on your part will Hut make it. worse:
With an esrnestuess, of the sineerity of which K-
1 urge sgon Fou
the resumption of your peaceful puresits, and thie
aduptition of yourseives to shese changes ghica

o | may e niade io veur condition. Do dat be'miss

scoounted forby the agents of the 7 .2, appoiate
forthet parpose, snd divétting thas the subsntencd

and other stores saall bo #sed for the so'icfefiLd
LA}

 '=d by excitdhient; give o hewd to pausion ; dedl
Presolaie e it Tuclp: lock 18 tiith osldy T
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surround you, expdse ¥ou to the consequences

In that peculiar condition of our affiirs, whidhi-

and eentenca comes before the trial i T feel thag . - -

»



