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The House heing in Commiltee of the Whle
on the state of the Union, and resuming the
consideration of the California quextion, the
President’s Message in relation to that subject
heing hefore the Committee—

Mr. McQUEEN said:

Mr. Cratenra~: [think it more than likely
that nothing 1 may sabmit will change the
views ot memnhers of this body, or stay the ag-
gression which, for some time, I have too plaiu-
ly seen rapidly advancing from the northern
portion of this Confideracy upon that part of it

from whence | come; yet 1 feel it my duty 1o | menlith y : h
| with tribute to their mechanic pursnits; and, as

employ one hour, the first T have attemnted to
consume in this [Touse, or in any other legisla.
tive hody, in portraying some of the most prom.
inent facts and indieations which threaten not
only the ruin and degradation of the South, hut,
in my judgment, the downfull ut no very divant
dsy of this onee happy Confederacy.. That we
have arrived at a periad, when it heecomes ev.
ery honest man 1o refleet, and gravely refleet,
upon the true condition of the country, none can
doubt ; and 1o view that eondition properly, the
various canses which have produced it shonlit be
maxt carefuily exnmined,

It ix useless to disguise the fact, that a system
of aggression, regular and unabating, ix going
i npainst the South  whiel i persisted i by
the North, awd subminted 1o by the South, mwst
end in nothing lexe than aur utter degiadation,
Sir. I do not g enk with ot a meaning, when |
xay our ntter degradation and rain : nor ennany
artifice however ingening, or unv devies how
ever cunningly shaped. g0 eaver up the trath
as to kide it from the most ordinary eapacity,

What, then, is the great and moving ciuse
avhieh has brought ue to this wnhappy and dan-
gerons condition 7 In my judiement it pro
eepds irom more cances than sne, 1 proceedis
from a misconception or mizeonsteaetion of the
true prineiples upon which this Conlederaey was
enered into by our ancestors, and a sickly, fa
nautical sentiment, enteruined now too general
ly by the inhalitants of what they please 10 call
she free States, in relation te nn institution ol
which they renlly know but little, and with
avhich they have no more right to interfere, than
{hpy have to dictate to the inhabitants of the
gouthern States, in what churehes and®at what
altars they shall worahip that God who gave
them being.  Sir, if this Government were
union of undefined powers, concentiated in one
common head here the sights which the North
now elaim in relation o slavery might, with
some degree of plausibility, be asserted.  And
tainted as they are by an education founded in
falsehood, slander, and misrepresentation, there
would be some apology for the elaim. Do,
fortmately for us, the Goverupent never was
constituted, or intended to be, one grand con.
solidated engine of powers, that might to.day he
wielded by an unrestrained majority to the de.
atiuction of any one section of the Counfederacy,
avhile to-morrow, that kection getting the ascen-
dency might, in turn, convert it into an engine
of revenge ful destruction, uytil its de\-uslnting
powers should annihilate the whole.  No, vir;
no. The framers of our Constitution were tho
wacenthy eelieved from a strnggle in which the
question .t equal rights and just powers were
deeply involved, to aliow them to bave lorgotien
ithe rights of the severyl enlonies, who in one
cqmmon -orise had wagzed a war ol seven years
.against oppressions.  Egcheolony was too jeal-
ons of ite own sovereignty ever to huve merged
it in one common soverejgnty, which, by a hare
plurality of numbers, might he perverted to any
purpose that fanaticism und maduess might sug-
gust.
When the framers of the Constitution came
fogether to adopta plan of government for their
rommon defence, it did not enter into the mind
wf any one that they were other thaa delegates
Jioun thirteen indepeadent sovareigutics—inde.
pendent of each other and independent of the
avorld. It pever euterpd their brain that thay
awere authorized 1o trunsjer that high and exclu.
sive sovereignty inherept in the people of rach
State, 1o any power gy egrth, to be wiclded by
A e majority against ope-half ol the States,
even 1o their destruction. Nor would those
whe s+ 1 them even have recognized their acts,
hud thv witempted o do so.  We see the pry.
.dent jeulonsy manifested in the express reserva.
tion of all powers not expressly granted to the
general agency. Who fura mument can sup-
pose that Rhode Island would ever huve con-
sonted to commit her fate to the hands of New
York and Massacpuselts, upon the manstrous
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principle that her internal affairs were to
reaulated by an unrestrained majority? - She

did refuse for two years to give her sanetion, as
it was: and [ venture the assertion that no
three States inthe Union ever would have rati-
fied the Constitution, had the northern sentiment
of the present day even been suspected, hy
which the right of legislation is here claimed
from the establishment of a flower garden to
the degradation and destruction of one-half the
States.  Had those who formed the Constitu.
tion returned 1o those who sent them, and saidl,

11 | We have entered into a compaet by which for

your general welfire and happiness we have

. " mingled v rereienty with that of the other
VERTISEMENTS will be inserted at the following | mingled your sovereignty

States, to he regulated by the opinion of a mna-
1 the preaple of the States, unrestrain.
od iy any other check than their opinion nnd
will —thiey wonld have heen borned in effizy
sonner than received to the hasain of their peo.
ple.  Their names wonld have heen consigned
to the seorn and indignation of all. rather than
perpetuated in history as a band of sages who
had erectod a heacon to guide the civilized
world in the way of freedom and the highest
enjoyment of human happiness. But, sir, it
wonld he a libel upon their wisdom, their sa
aacity, and patriotism, 12 give such constrie.
tion to nets.  They never cantemplated the
present state of things under their Constitution,
They never supposed that a sickly fanaticisin
waould profess to move under its lotter or spirit,
until agrarianism and desolation shall pervade
the lund.

It is well known that it is to the North we
are mainly indehted for that unlimited eonstruc.
tion of the Constitution of which I have spoken.
She, from her very natare nnd climate, is de.
nied the production of many of the staples ne.
evseary for the food and the raimeat of the ho.
man fimily, and consequently must live upon
the products of other places; her inhabitants
must live by their genins and wits, rather than

i the first gervice allotted 1o man by his Creator,

"Fhis necessity early established in their judge.
ment the right to tax the agriculture of the South

a matter of conrse, eonstrue the compaet of
Government to answer that purpose.  This
principle established. the door has heen thrown
apen to any other heresy that may have its
time antil, under the lirond wgis of a gen-
eral welfire constitntion, nothing that a majori-
ty, however mad, may design, will not be ae-
complished-

Jat 1 have not time to dwell longer on this
hraneh of my subject, anl will come nowto
what [ eonsider the immediate eanse of the se.
rioug difealtios in whieh we find ourseives,
A no one need be told it is the actial war,
(thonzh not yet of the sward) ea'rried on by
one haif ol the States of this Confederaey a.
wain<t the other, cmanating from a <ickly fa

paticicm among those who, if it were an evil, )

Jronld e most lonient toward those who Lave
amonast them Alviean .»-‘.;u'p_ﬁ.".

that they are ton holy sl puee to aliow stavery |
ty enist within this Confideraey—that they |
themee lees, thonel anes eontaminated with ir, §.
have from the inotives of phitanthropy and he.

wevolenee, long sinee ahotished it bt aot con
tent with their own holiness and sanetity, have

a duty devoleing an them of wiping it off ihe

free arthis ecemtinent, as o hing 100 abomina-
Lle for their toleration.
not know that it was northern eapital and nor.

| thern seamen mainly who bronght trom Alriea

Lol so mueh strife?

the thonsands whose posterity are the olijects
Noris it true, that they
aholished Hlil.\'l.'l"\', as they |lrt’.!t'!||I they did,
within their own limits, o this whole matter
they have the grace (o eclaim that which the
teuth of history denies them,  ‘The Sowth, as is
well known, was greatly opposed the shipment
of Aliieans within their bocders, but the nor.
thern phitanthropy of that day foreed it npon
themn for theirgeneral © wellare and happroess;™
and now, when they havecivilized and ehristinn.
ized them, the same North, in ils noxt genera-
tion, arrcgates to itself 1o tell us that itisa
black stain opon our countey, and they will take
such a conrse as we had better prepare lor—
they will givee us Lwenty five years (o see the
black pall of slwvery hanished from this conti-
nent. .

Sir, Thave said thar the Noch profess a
virtue in the abolition of of slavery which the
truth of history denies them, 'I'Ih-y never did
diminish, to any eonsiderahle extent, the num.
ber of slaves in this conlederacy.  “They pass.
ed aets, itis toe, T their severa! States, when
they found that neither their  soil or elimate
rendered them longer profitable, but they were
prospeetive in theiry operation, aud belore they
took efl ety they took good eare to sell in the
South the most galeable of their negroes and
pucket the money,  Phey turned loose upon
the world those who were old and unfit forsale,
u philanthrapic and holy act, by which they had
purified their souls and washed from amongs
thes the black stain of slavery 5 whilst, in faet
and in trutly, they simply translerred them o a
muore genial clime, hut ook good care to trans.
fer themxelves, by the operation, 1o that class
which they call the upper ten thousand, whilst
their children to this day are basking in the af.
fluence thus commenced and secured.  And it
does seem to’me unfortunate that gentlemen, at
this day, who professes o helieve the Bible,
and claim so much purity in themselves, should
forget that part of the Decalogne which rells ns
that God is a jealous Gaod, visiting the iniqui.

tiesof the fathers upon the children unto the |

third and fourth generation, and that they should
not reflect how damning a sin they are proclaim.
ing against their ancesfors, and content them.
gelves with prayer for its forgiveness, and let
us alone.  Wa feel at least us caprble to pur.
gue the path of duty to ourselves, our country,
and our God, as they do, ifit be a sin, which
| carnestly deny, it is pow our sin.  We are
content to answer for it, and it is arrogance,
runk and insulting, to presyme to dictate lo us,
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under an insiduous, hypocritical, or fanatical
sentiment, against the Bible, from the earliest
[ history ol the warld to the present moment, and
| ngainst our peace and unquestionable rights in
i this Confederacy, which I frost in God, every
true hearted sautherner will defend against furth,
Ler aggression, as they would their hearthstones
and their lives.  But to return from my digres-
(sion : | have said that the northern States nev.
ler have, to any considerable extent, diminish-
Led the number of slaves in this Confederacy,
"und will refer to one or two instances of the
modus operandi of their emancipation 1o show
| that tact,
| In 1790, according ta the census, there were
Lin New York, 21,224 «luves and 4.654 free col.
Cored persons 3 Letween 1790 and 1800, I pre
‘sume it will not be eantended there was any
emancipation in that State, and it is fiuir to sup-
" pose the number of free colored conld not have
Lincreased by the manumission of slaves to any
"extent of consequence.  In those ten years the
free eolored inereased 10 10,374, making about
1,000 over double, whilst by tLe census of 1800
there were #till in the Siate 20,343 elaves; and
had they increwsed by procreation in the same
rativ with the free colored, there should have
been about 45.000.  And should it he said that
| manumission of slaves increased the number of
| free colored, still 19,000 must have heen sold
‘o the Sonth, or the parents of those who would
have raised that number, supposing the free eol.
ored not o have inereased at all 3 hut 1 pre-
sume fow it any were at that day set free, and it
ix fitir to continue the calenlation upon the hasis
of the increase of free colored during that peri.
od. By the census of 1310 there were 25,333
free colored, making an increase of ahout rhe
same ratio, and the nnmber of slaves was 15,.
017—=xhowing a diminution of only a few over
5,000 in those ten yewrs, whilst again their in.
erease wonld have swelled the number to ahout
43,000, of wham about 28,000 aust have found
a southern market.  Noo o it be said that
during this interval, any were set free hy legis.
[ lative enactment, hecause an act which had
heen passed in 1801 ouly deelared that children
[ born after July 1799 should he free, but that
 they should continue in the service of their own.
[ ers until they arrived at the age of twenty.eight
[years; and they conld not nntil July, 1827, have
| heen elassed in the eensns as free,  Bat by the
[ same wet of 1301, wdoor was left apen by which
the operation | am deseribing might he earried
on by lnw ; as owners were allowed, under cer
| tain regnlations, to earry their slaves heyond
[ the limits of the Stte, aml no lnw was passed
[ unril 1827 abolishing slavery within that State,
Tl 18320 the free colared wers 29,270, showing
an inerease in ten years of only 3 846, when
the number of slaves wus 10058, being reda
Ceod within the ten years 4 929, Now suppos.
i the free eolured had not inereased ar all,
nor thl' s|:|\'|'.- |>il'}:r't', :|l|:| |i::|l """".‘- o ul' Illl'
3006 fnrease of frow eolored Bad Leen cansed
sy stiil there were ahont

e e e e o e s

Ly the ditieration ol alny
shaves disposed ol i s other
ner

e hoen at thiz tioee adomt ity thonsaond free

Cone thonsand

iy arieinn) datic thees shonid
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eodared and 30,000 <aves, and ahout 25 000 o!
thee Batter mest seeie loove Pl a0 more southe-
ern elime, During ghnt pericd too, there wasan |
i aeennntahie fliag afl of the inerease of free
| eofored, whiel may b neeomted for, perhaps,
by the supgosition that in those teansition Hines
many of them wighe have taveled o with
those who, under the Tow, bied aright 1o carry
their slaves onr of the State ;oand this may, to
this duy, ftrnish o reasan why gentlemen of the
North are sn very eanticus iy providing laws
against kidnapping : for I have unever lheen
aware that [ree negroes were ever carried south
by southern ships or southern traders, By fol

lowing the ealeulation thronzh the census of
1830, equally elear results will he found,

I bave not time to truee this process through
the New England States, but I helivve the same
system of boasted emancipation twok place in
every one of them, [ shall but refer to the
State of Rhode b, one of the earliest era-

ULY

dies of African slavery inthis Confideracy, In
1790, she had by the censos 3,460 froe colored,
and Y32 slves—she was then deepin her trans.
ition state. o 1509 she Lad 52304 Gee eolor.
ed, and 331 slaves: sapposing her free colored
had not iereased st all, vet thees ure 165 un.
aceaunted for, who aay have fallen into the
hands ot kidunppers @ but there are also nnue-
counted for 571 ol the slaves, whoeonld not have
been liberated aud added to the list of free eol-
ared, tor that Ll diminished ; and 1leave it 1o
the Loly philanthropists and aholitioni<tz of the
North to truee the destinies of that unfortunate
[ hand of hruthers, together with the inerense of
i Loth elusses tor thee 16 years, Their [ll]\ll‘l‘il‘\"
iy, pechaps, see where they foond ao market

Ulrome the faer, that atier the slave tridde was

| limited to 1804, the potts of Charleston, South

| Carolina, being opened for the importation of

Mricans in the year 1504, and remained foar

fyears. By the eensus of Charleston, during

Dbt time there were o hundred aal tieo ves.

! sels entered the port of Charlsion with Aliican
Pelaves; and from tho enstom-noase boeks, and
i from under the hand of the eol eeior ai that time
Lof Charleston, he gives anthentic information,
Uthat of these two hundred and 1wo vessels which
l wepe engaged in thet trade and entered the port
[ of Charleston, 108 of their cargoes were owneil
| by foreign countries, (many ol them in Greal
| Briain,) 14 in southern States, aud 79 in nor.
thern (ree States.

T'he truth is, the free States, as I have said,
vever did liberate theirslaves 3 they sold them
to the South, and built mueh of their manufae.
Lturingand commereial interest npon the money:
Land by w system of aggression as unwarranted

as the preseut, they have taxed their labor and
plundered their owners ever since, through the
instrumentality of this Government, to add to
their own aggrandizement.
{1 veuture the nssertion, that no such instan.
ees of emancipation have ever been knownin

1850,

the North as have taken place in the Souh. I
is well known to all gentiemen in the South,
that one mun in Lousinna liberated twelve
hundred glaves, whilst the whole State of Rhode
Island in 1800 had not a great many more than
twice that number. 1 alsodeny that those w o
hiave been turned loose on the charities of the
North are, or ever will be, in as comfortable «
condition as those who are slaves with us.—
They are in a cold and ruthless climate, amongst
a white race as distinguished for cupidity and
shurpnessas any that ever inhabited a spot of
this Globe. Inferior in inmtellect and genius
to the whites—destitute of friends who are in
aflloence and power to employ and assist them ;
owning litth: or no land—unable to compete
with Yarkee ingenuity—indisposed at best 1o
Inbor honestly——incapuble of social equality—
without food and elothing, or even fuel to warm
their wretched bodies iring the piercing blasts
of winter—they nziurally betake themselves
to every species of horrible and loathsome vice
known in the world; and in proof of this I
need but cite to the places of public resort,
where they are allowed to congregate ahout
the eities.  You cannot hide from their squalid
wretchedness ; nor need the philanthropist go
in search of more victims of misery on earth,
for the exercise of his benevolence, than he
may find in the cities—in the streeis—in the
cellars—in the alms-houses—in the suburhs—
in the prisons and in the penitentiaries of the
free States.  And even those you find in best
employment amongst them are generally car.
rying out the truth of the Scriptures, that » ser-
vants shall they be.”  No preamble or misrep
resented clavse of the Declaration of Indepen.
dence, or the grossly perverted passages of
Scripture, will ever change this last condition
until God has changed his nature, or his prom-
ises are violated.

Nor would I stop here, sir. [ would carry
the war into Africa il [ had time to do se, and
muke the comparizon, without fear of success-
ful contradiction, hetween the condition of a
very large portion ol the white population of the
Notth and the slaves of the South; in which
much that [ have said in relation to the free ne-
groos of the North would be equally applicable
o the lower order of the whites, with this dis-
tingnished difference, that forgeries and coun.
terfuits, swindling and other artifices, requiring
a highoer urder ol intelleet, are mainly confined
to the whites.  In proof of this, I need not unly
refer te the records of your courts, your mobs,
your State prisons, Your penitentiaries, your
stool pigeon associations, your under.ground
raidrowds, and every speeies of horrible deviee,

I have recently seon an account of five hun.
dredd trune Bills, Tthink, in one week, ([ am sure
in ane Courty) inthe pious eity of Boston,  for
pvery speeivs ol eiime,  There have heen ex-
peaded in the county  of Philadelphia, aceor-
ding to w published statement 1 have elipped
fromn a papes, sinee the year 1842, upwards of
SLEL000 for the suppression of obs ; whilst,
upan the other hand, [ see it repeatedly stated
that there are cighteen thotsand homan beings
livine under ground and in eel ars, packed to-
aethier in raes amd horeeible wretehedness, in
the great ity of New York.  Tsaw myself three
years ngo, there, seenes such as my eyes had
never bebeld, and sueh, T trost, as 1 may he
spared seeing again=—wmongst them a few that
| aever shall forget==two of them T will mention:
The one was u blind man, led amid the throng
an the geeat and crowded Broadway, by a string
attuched to n dog (who seemed 10 have heen
his depest sympathizer.) He held in his hand a
platé, as he passed, that had nothing jn it as
bright as silver, when | stopped to add a trifle.
The other wis o woman, seated on the steps
ol the notorious Astor House, with a shriveled
awd writhing infant on her knee, and whilst
wits in the aet ol giving her o pitance, 1 was
accosted by a eitizen, who said she was doubt.
less an imposter, who had boriowed the child
and bandaged Gt with bands o impose upon
stranters,

Ju vain shall it be said such seenes and cir-
enmstances are confined to the cities. They
are not 1o be found, either amongst the whites
or the blueks, i the country or cities of the
South,  Go the farms und cities of the
Sonth, aml see the  Alvican, fed, clothed, and
happy. and let your fulse elamor stand reluked
lisrever.  Nuy, more; whether these things by
in the cities of the North or elsewhere, they are
authered ta the polls when it comes to voting,
winl swell the abalition fume, which comes hoere
to donounee and insult ws, in relation to anin.
stitution that, conld they change and be elevated
to its seale of happiness aud contearment, they
would be more improved in their condition than
the philanthropy ol the North will aceotplish
for them whilst they temain on this earth,

It is from this very ciny of New York there
comes so strong a tide of abolition, as furnish-
es a distingnishod member in the other end of
the Capitol, who stads up in the presence of
Senators, the ]-vnplt' aod in the Faee of Heaven,
s enlls upon his God to witness his oath to
support the Constitution under which he takes
his seat, and yet deelares, in his place, that so
great is his philanthropy, he will yickl in his
conseionee to a sense ol higher duty, when
shavery is in question, and whenever it is con-
venient to aecomplish his purpose.  Muceh bet-
ter would it be to exercise their henevolenee
winong the wretehes who are panting among
then, and let those only take oaths here, who
are prepared to abserve them.  When they
have relioved their own suflerers, we might bet-
ter be preparod to hear them, and believe in
their professions.  Untill they do this, 1 have
no faith in theiv philanthropy, and would nmch
sooner suspeet that the religion of the Senator
woulll find its happiest goal within the walls of
a White Honse,

Sir, there is a state of things at the North,
with all theie hoasted piety and philanthiropy,
which 1 trast will never be realized at the south,

Look for o moment at their thousand cocictios
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and associatizur, anti-sabbath, anti-marriage,
anti-rent, &e.. with their infidel conventions,
and views of socialism and agrarianism, which
scem to he rapidly tending to such a state of
things as will pulrdown in the deepest depths
ol agrarianism and confusion, all that the wis-
dom of a century has done for the country. I
but recently saw from the columns of a paper,
{ liaving perhaps, as large a circulation as any in
{ the Union, published in New York, by « gen:
tieman last winter a member of this body, in
suistance, such sentiment as this: That the pi-
rate who presented his pistol, and forced the
surrender of a surplus over that which was ne-
cessary to one’s own support, had the right to
do so, and that the land owner had no claim on
his lessee, unless it were necessary for his own
support. Such an abominable sentiment as
this has been published before, from the Romai
Tribune, and formed a great element in the
course of things that pulled down that Repub-
lic. Tt was alike familiar in the Jacobin clubs
of France, preceding the time when Robes.
pierre, Danton and Marat ruled the destinies of
that people, and held up to the world a specta-
cle that humanity would hide from in disgust.
It remains to be seen what may be its effects
in this progressive age of monstrosities of the
North. Tt remains to he seen how long before
those of every hue and clime, when made free-
men and citizens by northern sentimentand prae.
tice, having forced the southern States to with.
draw from an association made insufferable to
them, will vote themselves a share, without law
or right, of the substance of the country, when
the veriest vagabond upon the earth, may share
equally with the honest man of the eountry, and
when those whose sympathies are now so deep
for the black race, may have their own status
controlled by them, asin the crusade now a.
gainst the South, their favorites are sent to this
and the other end of the Capitol t» rule the
storm against us; but time admonishes me I
must pass on.

I have said that actual war against the South
exists in the conduet of the free States in rela.
tion to slavery; and I think every candid man
who views things as they are, should sustain me
in this position. Every State in this Union had
slaves when this Confederacy was formed, un-
less Massachusetts. She, I believe, had some,
though not to be found in the census of 1790;
and it may not be too often repeated, that no
association would have beeu formed had slave.
ry not only been recognized, but more careful-
ly guarded than any other species of property.
Indeed it was to slaves and their proceeds that
that this government must have mainly looked
for support—Ilands were then abundant and
cheap, and no one supposed that impost duties
under auy seale of importation ever could an.
swer the exigencies of the Government; hence
the provision that slaves and their proceeds
should only be taxed in proportion to the rep-
resentation of the States.  Very soon howevyer,
a spirit of fanaticism commenced its progress,
which has progressed from various causes until
we find ourselves in our present condition, with
discord aund strife from one extremity of the
Confederacy to the other, that I, for one, do not
helieve will ever be reconciled until the south-
ern States will either be degraded and ruined,
or that spirit of resistance which I think the du-
ty of freemen, will vindicate her rights and ner
honor, [ shall not attempt the enumeration of
the thonsand fuets which lead me to this con-
clusion—1I only refer to a few of them as I pass
on. In the progress of this spirit Abolition so-
| cioties were formed, public opinion began to
 receive the taint, men who were in most instan-
| ¢es low und obscure, became orators, and ae-
!quirm[ consequence that nothing but supersti-
[ tion or fanaticism would have allowed them.—
Women and the youth of the conutry were
taught to look upon the owners of slaves as
fiends from purgatory ; slanders of the grossest
type were cireulated to effect this purpose ; em-
issaries from England were received and listen-
ed to as ministers [rom God; they propagated
a thousand libels upon the South, represented
cases of ernclty and blood, of which the south.
ern people never heard ; nor lad they, unless
upon their own ships whilst engaged in drag.
wing the Afiican from his native land.  Minis-
tors of the Gospel deseeratedthe pulpit with the
arossest perversion of Seripture in ajd of this
unholy work.  The Blue Laws were abolished,
or rather worn out, by their own satiety, and
the publie mind found food in this unrighteous
warlare upon  the rights and peace of those
whom, for the purpnses of spoil and plunder,
they would eall brothers.  Amid such a state
of things there never have heen wanting in any
country demagoaues to take advantage of the
tempest and ride themselves into place ; and in
thirty years after the adoption of the Constitn-
tion, such was the influence of Abolitionism that
in the admission of Missonri the Confederacy
tottered on its pillars at the hands of the North,
Hoere was the lirst daring outrage in our Na-
tional Legislature to limit the extent of slavery,
and the first unforfunate error by the South in
confiding in pledges made by the North on this
subjeet. They gave up a right at the shrine of
pedce and the Union, gud they have in return
for it i violated faith by the North, and the as.
sertion that a precedent has been established by
which the Constitution may at all times be
traniplod nnder foot.  Congress had no author.
itv 1o make the Missomri compronise 3s a con.
stitutional set, and never did alter or amend the
Constitution, by that act. Indeed Congress
cannot alter the Constitution ; and although
memburs nijzht vote for anaet as a compromise
of their rights, yet the people would at all times
have the right to repudjate jt.  1f they fail ¢
do so, still the aet cannot change the prineiples
of the Constitution, The Coustitatjon is one
thing, and a right under it is another, And al.
though the people gequieseed in the disposal of
a part of their territorjus to buy their peace at
one time, it furnishes no reason why that act he-
comus an arlicle of the Constitution.  And even




