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4th, 1850.

1 have, Senators. believed from the first that tlie
agitation of the subjectof slavery would, if not pre-
vented by soiee timely and effective measure, end
in disunion. Entertaining this opinion, I have, on
all proper oceasions, endeavored to call the atten-
tion of the two great parties which divide the coun- |
try to induce the to adop! some measure to pre- }
vent £o great a disaster,but without success. The |
agitation has been permitted to_proceed, wiih al- |
nost no attempt to resist it, until it has reached a
period when it exn no longer be disguised or deni- |
¢d that the Union i= in dauger.  You have thus
lad forced upon you the greatest and the gravest
question that can’ever come u nder your consider-
ation: How can the Union be preserved !

To give a satisfactory answer to this mighty

uestion, it is indispensable to have an accurate
and thorough knowledge of the nature and the
character of the cause by whiclh the Union is en- |
dangered. Without such knowledge it is impos- |
sible to pronounce, with any certainty, by “-!mli

* measure it can be saved; just as it would be im- |
possible for a physician to pronounce in the case
of some dangerous disease, with any cerlainty, by |
what remedy the patient could be saved, without |
gimilar knowledge of the nature and character of |
the cause of the disease. The first question, theu, |
presented for consideration, in.the investigation 1 |
propose to make, in order to obtain such knowl
edge,is: What is it that has endangered the Union!

%) this question there can be but one answer:
that the immediate cause is the almost universal
discontent which pervades all the States compos-
ing the Southern section of the Union. This wide-
ly extended discontent is not of recent origin. It
commenced with the agitation of the slavery ques-
tion, and has bech increaging ever since. The
next question, going one step farther back. is: What
has caused this widely ditfused and ahnost uni-
versal discontent !

It is a great mistake to suppese, as some have
doue, that it originated with demagogues, who ex-
cited the discontent with the intention of aiding
their personal advancement, or with the disap-
pointed ambition of certain politicians, who resort-
ed to it as the means of retrieving their fortunes.
On the contrary, all the great politcal influences
of the section were arrayed againgt excitement, and
exerted to the utmost to keep the people quict.—
The great mass of the people of the South were di-
vided, as in the other section, into 'Whige and
Democrats. The leaders and the presses of both
parties in the South were very solicitous to pre-
vent excitement and to preserve quiet: because it
wasseen that the effects of the former would ne-
cessarily tend to weaken, if not destroy, the politi-
cal ties which united them with their respective
parties in the other section. Those who know the
strength of party ties will readily appreciate the
immense forre which this cause exerted against
agitation, =nd in favor of preserving quiet.  Bui,
as greatas it was, it was not sufficiently evto pre-
vent the wide-spread discontent which now per-
vades the section. No: some cause, far deeper
and more powerful, than the one supposed, n.
exist, to account for discontent so wide and deep.
The question, then, recurs: What i the cause of
this dizcontent ! 1t will be found in the belicf of
the people of the Southern States, as prevalent as
the discontent itself, that they cannot remain. as
things now are, consistently with honer and safe-
ty, in the Union. The neat question 1o be consid-
ered is: What has caused tlus beliet?

Oune of the causes is, undoubtedly, to be traced
to the long-continued agitation of the slave ques-
tion on the part of the North, and the nany ag-

ssions which they have made on the rights of
the South during the time. I wili not enunerate
them at present, as it will be done hercafier in its
proper place,

I'here is another lying back of it, with which this
is intimately connected, that may be regarded as
the great and pritnary cause. Itis to be found in
the fact that the equilibrium between the two sec-
tions in the Goveriment, as itstood when the Cun-
stitution was ratitied and the Government put in
action, has been destroyed. At that time theee
was nearly a perfect equilibrium between the two,
which atforded ample ineans to each to proteet it-
self against the aggression of the other; but, as it
now stands, one section has the exclusive power
of controlling the Government, which leaves the-
other without any adequate means of protecting it-
gelf against its encroachment and oppression. To
place this subject distinctly belore you, 1 have,
Senators, prepared a briet statistical statement,
showing the relative weight of the two sections in
| the Government under the first census of 1790 and
,l the last census of 1840,

According to the formner, the population of the
United States, including Vermont, Kentucky, and
Tennessee, which then were in their incipient con-
dition of becoming States, but were not actually
admitted, amounted to 3,929,827, ~Of this number
the Northern States had 1,977,899, and the South-
ern 1,952,072, making a difference of only 25,827
in favor of the former States. TFhe number of
States, including Vermont, Kentucky and Ten-
nessee, were sixteen; of which eight, including
Vermont, belonged 1o the Northern section, and
eight, including Kentucky and Tennessee, to the
Southern, making an equal division of the States,
hetween the two sections under the first census— |
Ihere was a small preponderance in the House of |
Representatives, and in the electoral college, in fa-
vor of the Northern,owing to the fact that, accord-
ing to the provisions of the Constitution, in egiima-
S Aing federal numbers, five slaves count but three;
but it wag too small to affect, sensibly, the perfeet
equilibrium, which, with that exception, existed at
the time. Such was the equality of the two ree- |
tions when the States composing them agreed to
enter into a2 Federal Union.  Since then the equi- |
librium hetween them has been greatly disturbed.

According to the last cesus the aggregate pojiu-
lation of the United States amounted to 17,063.357,
of which the Northern section contained 9,728,120,
aud the Southern 7,334,437, making a ditfercnee,
in round nwnbers, of 2,400,000, The number of
States had increased from fixtern to twenty-siy,
making an addition of ten State. In the mean-
time the position of Delaware h | heome douht-
tul as to which section she praper wionga, Con- |
sidering her as neutral, the Nor . ca States will |
have thirteen and the Southern & «tes twelve, ma-
king a difference in the Senate @ wo Senatorsin |
favor of the former.  According 1+ the apportion-
ment under the census of 1840, there were 223
members of the House of Representatives, of which
Lorthern States had 135, and the Southern
(considering Delaware ar neutral) 87, mak-
jitference in favor of the former in the Houze
wesentatives of 48, The ditference in the
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| North, in the Electoral College, a

+f two meinhers, added to this, gives tothe |

majority of 50.
Since the census of 1840, four States have been
added to thie Union: Iowa, Wiscongin, Florida and
Texas. They leave the difference in the Senate
as it stood when the censug was taken: but add
two 1o the side of the North in the House, making
the present majority in the Ilouse inits favor of
50, and in the electoral college of 52.

The result of the whole is 1o give the Northern
gection a predominance in every department of the
Government. and thereby concentiate in it the lwo
elements which constitute the Federal Govern-
ment: a majority of States, and a majority of the
population, estimated in federal numbers. What.
ever seciion concentrates the twoin itself, posses-
ses the control of the entire Government.

But we are justat the close cf the sixth decade,
and the commencement of the seventh.  The cen-
sus is to be taken this year, whichinust add great-
Iy to the decided preponderance of the North in the
Touse of Representatives and in the clectordl col-
leze. The prospeet is, al=o, that a greal increase
will be added to its present preponderance in the
Senate, during the period of the decade, by the ad-
dition of new States. Two Territorics, Oregon

“and Minesota, are already in progress, and strenu-
"ous efforte ave meking 10 bring in thr e additional

States from the Territory recently conquered from
Mexico, which, if suceessful, will add three other
Stater, in 2 ehert time, to the Northern section,
making five States ; and increasing the present
number of its States from fif cen 1o twenty, and of
its Senators from thirty to frty.  Ounthe contrary,
there is not a single Territory in progress in the
Southern seztion. and no certainty that any addi-
tional State will be added to it during the decade.

The prospret then ix, that the (wo sections in the

Scrate, should the efforts now made to exclude
the South from the newly acquired Territories suc-
ceed, will stand, before the end of the docade, twen-
ty Northern States to twelve Suul!nﬂgnE (consider-
ing Delaware asneutral,) and forty Northern Sen-
ators to twenty-four Sonthern, This great increase
o Senators, added to the great increase of mem-
bers of the House of Representatives and the elec-
toralcollege on the part of the North, which must
take place under the next decade, will effectually
and irretrievably destroy the equilibrium which ex-
isted when the Government commenced.

Had this destruetion been the operation of time,
without the interference of Government, the south
would have had no reason to complain : but such
was not the fact. It was caused by the legizlation
of this Government, which was appointed as the
common agent of a!l, and charged with the protec-
tion of the inferests and security of all. Theleg-
islation by which it has been effected, may be class-
vd under three heads. The firstis, that gerics of
acts by which the south has been excluded from
the common Territory belongingto all of the States,
as the 1newmnbers of the Fudcmf Union, and which
have had the effect of extending vaetly the portion
allotted to the mnorthern sectivn, and restricting
within narrow limits. the portion left the south.—
The next consiste in adopting a system of revenue
and disbursements, by which an undue proportion
of the burden of taxation has been imposed npon
ihe south, and an undue proportion of its proceeds
appropriated to the north: and the last isa system
of political measures by which the original charac-
ter of the Government has becu radically changed.
[ propose to bestow upon each of these, in the or-
der they stand, a few remarks, with the view of
showing that it i owing to thé action of this Gov-
ernment that the equilibrim betwern the twe see-
tions has been destroyed, and the whole pewers of
the system centered In a sectional majority.

The first of the series of acts by which the south
was deprived of its due shave of the Territories,
orizinated with the Contederacy, which preceded
the existence of this Government. 1t is to be found
in the provision of the Ordinance of 1787, Its ef-
leet was to exclude the south entire® from that
vastand fertile region which lies between the Ohio
and the Mississippi rivers, row cmbracing five
States and one 'l'le-rrimr'\'. The next of the series
is the Migsouri Compromise, which exeluded the
south from that large portion of Louisiana which
lies north of 36 deg. 30 min, excepling what is in-
cluded in the State of Missouri.  The last of the
series excluded the south from the whole of the
Oregon Territory.  All these, in the glang of the
day, were what is ealled stave territories, and not
free soil ¢ that'is territorivs belonging to slavehold-
ing powers and open to the emigration of masters
with their slaves. By these several acts the south

was excluded from 1,238,035 square miles, an ex- |

tent of country con=iderably exeeeding the entire
valley of the Mississippi, To the south was left
the portion of the Territory of Louisiana lying
south of 36 deg. 30 ming and the portion north of
itincluded in the State of Missourt.  The portion
lying outh of 36 deg. 30 min., including the states
of Loui=iina and Arkansas, and the territory Iving
west of the latter and south of 36 deg. 30 min.,
called the Indian country.  This, with the Terri-
tory of Florida, now the state, make in the whaole,
283,603 square miles.  To thix must be added the
territory acquired with Texas. Irthe whole should
be added to the southern section, it would inake an
inerease of 325,520, which would make the whole
left to the south, 609,623, But a large part ol
Texas is still in contest between the (wo sections,
which leaves it uncertain what will be the real ex-
tent of the portion of territory that may be left to
the south.

I have not included the territory recently ac-
quired by the treaty with Mexico. The North s
making the most sirenuous etlurts o appropriate
the whole to herselt; by excluding the South from
every footof it. It she should sueceed, it willadd
to that from which the South has already been ex-
cluded, 526,078 square wiles, and would mereage
the whole which the North has appropriated to
herselt to 1,764,023, not including the portion that
she may rucceed in excluding us from i Texas,
o sum up the whole, the Uinited States, gince
they declared their independence, have acquired
2,473,046 square nnles ol wrritory, from which the
North will have excluded the South, it he should
succeed in monopolizing the newly acquired ter-
rilories, about three-fourths of the whole, leaving
to the South but abyut oue-fourth.

Such is the first and great cause that has de-
stroyed the equilibrium between  the two sections
in the Government.

"I'lie next is the system of revenue and disburse-
ments which has been adopted by the Govern-
ment.  1tis well known that the Government has
derived its revenue mainly from duties on inports.
I shall not undertake to show that such duties

[must neeessarily fall wainly on the exporting

States, and that the South, as the great exporting
portion of the Union, has in reality paid vastly
more than her due proportion of the revenue;
because | decn it unnecessary, as the subject has
on so many oceasions heen fully discussed.  Nov
ghall I, tur the same reason, undertake to show
that a far greater portion of'the revenue has been
disbursed at the nortly than its due share; and
[ that te joint effect of these causes has been, to
| transter a vas tamount from South to North, which,
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ments, would not have been lost to Ler.  Ifto this
he.added that many of the duties were imposed,
not for revenue, but for prolcciinn—that 1g, in-
tended to put money, not into the Treasury, but
directly into the pockets of the manufacturers—
some conception may be formed of the immense
amount which, in the long couree of sixty years,
has been traneferred from South to North.  There
are no data by which it can be estimated with any
certainty; bul it is safe to say, that it amounts to
hundreds of millions of dollars.  Under the most
moderate estimate, it would be eufficient to add
greatly to the wealth of"the Nortl, nnd thus great-
Iy increase her population by attracting emigra-
tion from all quarters to that section.

Thig, combined with the great and primary
cause, amply explains why the North has ac-
quired a preponderance over every department of
the Government by its disproportionate increase
of population and States. . The former, as has
been shown, has inereased in fifty years, 2,400,000
over that ofthe South. This increase of popula-
tion, during so long a.period, is satisfactorily ac-
counted for, by the number of emigrauts, and the
increase of their descendants, which have been
attracted to the Northern section from Europe and
the South, in consequence of the advantages de-
rived from the causesassigned. Tf they had not
existed—if the South had retained all the eapital
which has been extracted from her by the Iﬂwal
action of the Goverument; and, if it iad not been
excluded by the ordinance of 87, and the Missou-
ri compromise, from the region lying between the
Ohio and the Mississippi rivers, and between the
Mississippi and the Rocky Mountains, north of 36
3u—it scarcely admits of a doubt, that she would
have divided the emigration With the North, and
by retaining her own people, would have at least
equalled the North in population under the census
of 1840, and probably under that about to be ta-
ken. She wonld also, if she had Lier equal rights
in those Territories, maintained an equality in the
number of States with the North, and have pre-
gerved the equilibrium between the two rections
that existed at the commencement of the Govern-
ment.  The loss, then, of the equilibrium, is to be
attributed to the action of this Government.

But while these measures were destroying the
equilibrium hetween the two sections, the action of
the Government was leading to a radical change
in its character, by concentrating all the power of
the system in itzelf.  The occasion will not permit
me lo trace the measures by which this great
change has been consummated. If it did, it would
not be difficult to show that the process commen-
ced at an carly period of the Government; that it
proceeded almost without interruption, etep by
step, until it ahsorbed virtually its entire powers;
but without going through the whole process to
establish the faet, it may be done satisfactorily by
a very short statement.

That the Government claims, and practically
maintains, the right-to decide in the last resort, as
t& the extent of its powers, will scarcely be denied
by any one conversant with the political history of
the country. That it also claims the right to resort
to foree, 1o maintain whatever power it claims,
against all opposition, is equally certain,  Indeed
it'is apparent, from what we daily hear, that this
has become the prevailing and fixed opinion of 2
great majority of the community. Now, I ask,
what Jimitation can poésibly be placed upon the
powersof a government claiming and excreising
such rights?  And, i none can be, how can the
separate governments=of the States maintain and
proteet the powers reserved to them by the Con-
=titution, or the people of the several States main-
tain thore which are reserved to them. and among
others, the sovereign powers by which they or-
duined and established, pot only  their separate
State Constitutions and Governments, but also the
Constitetion and Governmentot'the United States?
But, if they have no eonstitutional ineans of inain-
taining them  agaiust the right elimed by this
government. it necessarily follows, that they hold
them at its pleasure and diseretion, and that all
the powers of the system are in readiiy coneentrit-
ted it It also follows, that the chaiacter of'the
Government has been changed in consequence,
from a federal Republic, as it originally came from
the hands of'its framers, into a great national con-
golidated Democracy. It has indeed, at present,
all the charaeteristics of the latter, and not one off
the former,«although iv il retains it outward
fora.

e result of the whole of , these causes comn-?
bined is, that the North Las acquired a decidéd as-
cendaney over every department of this govern-
ment, and through it a controlover all the powers
of the system. A single section, governed by the
will of the numerical majority, has now. in Taet,
the control of the Government and the entire
powers of the system.  What was onee a consli=
tutional fideral Republie, is now convertud, in re-
ality. into one ag ab=olute as that of the Autocrat
of Russia. and as despotic in its tendeney, as any
absolute government lllml vver existed.

As then, the North has the absolute control over
the Government.it is manitist, that on all guestions
between itand the South, where there is a diver-
sity of interests, the interest of the latter will be
sacriticed to the former, however oppressive the
elfects may bey as the South possesses no eans
by which it can resist, through the action of the
Government.  Butif there wis noquestion of vi-
tal importance to the South, in reference to which
there was a diversity of views between the two
seetions, this state of things might be endured,
without the hazard of destruction to the South.—
But sucliis not the taet. There is a question of
vital importance: to the Southern section, in refer-
ence o which the views and teelings of the 1wo
seclions are as opposite and hostile as they ean
possibly be. 2

Lrefierto the relation botween the two races in
the Southern seetion, which constitutes a vital
portion of her sovinl organization. Every portion
of the North entertains views and feelings mnore or
lese hostile to it.  ‘Those most opposed and hos-
tile, regard it as a sin, and consider themselves
under the most sacred obligation to use every vf-
fort to destroy it. Iudeed to the extent that they
counceive they have powur, they regard themselves
as implicated in the sin, and respousible for sup-
preseing it by the use of all and every means.—

"linse less opposed and hostile, regard it as a
crime—an offence against humanity, as they call
it; and although not =o fanatical, feel themselves
bound to uee all efforts to effiet the same object;
while those who are least opposed and hostile, re-
gard it as a blot and a stain on the eharacter of
what they call the Nation, and feel themselves ac-
cordingly bound to give it no countenancee or sup-
port.  On the contrary, the Southern section re-
gards the relation as one which vannot be de-
stroyed without subjecting the two races to the
greatest calamity, and the section to poverty, de-
golation, and wretchedness ; and accordingly they
fieel hound, by every consideration of interest and
safety, o defind it.

This hostile fireling on the part of the North to-

under an ‘equal ¢ystem of revenue and disburse- | wards the social organization of the South, long

{ lay dormant, but it only required some cause
{ which would make the impression on those who
! felt it most intensely, that they were responeible
! for its continuance, to call it into action, The in-
| creasing power of this Government, and of the
| control of the Northern section over all its depart-
{ ments furnished the cause. It was this which
made an impression on the minde of many, that
there was little or no restraint to prevent the gov-
erniment from doing, whatever it might choose to
do. This was rufficient of itselfto put the most
fanatical portion of the North in action for the pur-
pose of destroying the existing relation between
the two races in the South.

The first organized movement towards it com-
menced in 1835, Then, for the first time, mocieties
! were organized, presees established, lecturcrs sent
forth to excite the people of the North, and incen-
| diary publications scattered over the whole =outh,
| through the mail. The south was thoroughly
| aronsed. Meetings were held everywhere, and
| resolutions adopted, calling upon the north to ap-
| plya remedy to arrest the threatened evil, and
| pledging themselves to adopt measures for their
| own protection, if it was not arrested. At the
i meeting of Congrees petitions poured in from the
| North, calling upon Congress to abolish slavery in
! the District of Columbia, and to prohibit yhatthey
| calledshe internal slave trade between the states,
| announcing at the same time, that (héir ultimate
| object was to abolish elavery, not only in the Die-

trict, but in the states, and throughout the Union.
At this period, the number engaged in the agita-
tion was =mall, and posseseed little or no personal
influence,

Neither party in Congress had, at that time, any
sympathy with them, or their cause. The mem-
bers of each party presented their petitions with
great reluctance, Nevertheless, as small and con-
temptible as the party then wae, both of the great
parties of the North drended them. They felt, that
though small they were organized in reference to
a subject which had a great and commanding in-
fluence over the Northern mind. Each party, on
that account, fiared to oppose their petitions, lest
the opposite party should take advantage of the
one who might, by favoring their petitions. The
| effect was that boih united in insisting that the
;pu'ilions should be received,and that Congress

should take jurisdiction ot the subject for which
they prayed. To justify their course, they took
the extraordinary gcound, that Congress was
hound to receive petitions on every subject, how-
ever objectionable it might be, and whether they
had or had not jurisdiction over the subject. These
views prevailed in the House of Representatives,
and partially in the senate, and thus the party
succecded in their first movements in  gaining
what they proposed—a poeition in Congress, from
which agitation could be extended over the whole
Union. This was the commencement of the agi-
tation, which las ever since continued, and which,
as is now acknowledged, has endangered the
Union itself.

As for myself; I believed, at that early period, if
the party who got up the petitions should succeed
in getting Congress to take jurisdiction, that agi-
tation would follow, and that it would in the end,
if not arrested, destroy the Union. Ithen so ex-
pressed myself in debate, and called upon :bo h
parties to lake ground against gssuming jurisdic-
tion, but in vain. Had my voice been heeded,
and had Congress refused to take jorisdiction. by
the united vo'es of all pariies, the azi ation “‘]licgl
fullowed would have been preveyted, and the fa-
nafical zeal that gives impulse to the agitation,
and which has brought us to our present perilous
condition. wonld havebecome extinguished from
the want of something to feed the flaime. That
was the tims for the north show her devotion to
the Unien; but unfortunately, hoth of the great
parties of that seetion were g0 intent on oblaining
or retainining party aseendancy. that ail other
considerations were overlooked or forgotten.

What has gince [ollowed are but the natural con-
sequences.  With the suceess ol their first move-
ment, this small fanaticul party began to acquire
strength ; and  with that, to become an ohject of
courtshipto both the great parties. The necessary
consequence was, a further increase ol power, and
a pradual tainting of the opinious of both ol the
other parfies with their dactrines, until the infee-
tion has extended over bothj and the great mass
of the population of the North, who, whatever may
be thew opinion of the origmal abolition party,
which still preserves its distinctive organization,
harBlly ever fail, when it comes 1o acung, 1o co-
operate in carrying out their measures.  With the
incrvace of their influence, they extended the
sphere of their action.  Ina shori time after the
mmencement of their  first  movement, llley

had acquired suflicient influence to induce
e Lewislatures of most of the Northern

States topass acts, which in effect abragated
the provision of the Constitution that provides
for ‘the delivering up of fugitive elaves. Not
long after, petitions [ollowed to abolish slavery in
forts, mamazines, and dock yards, and all other pla
ces where Congréss had exclusive power Jegisia
tion.  'T'his was tollowed by petitions and  resolu-
tions of Legislatures of the Northern Statesard
popular meetings, to exclude the Southein States
from all Territories acquired, or 1o be acquired,
and to prevent the admission ot any State hereafter
into the Union, which, by its Constiiution, does
not prolubit glavery.  Ani Cangress is invoked to
do all this expressly with the view to the linal
abalition of glavery i the States.  That has been
avowed 1o be the ultinate object from the begin.
ning of the agtation untit the present time ; and
yet the great body of both parties of the North,
with the full knowledge ol the fact. although disa-
vowing the Aboiitiomsts, lave co-operated with
them in almueet all their measures,

Such in a brief history of the agitation, as far as
it haz yet advinced. Now | ask, Senators, what
i there to prevent its further progress, untid it ful-
lils the uitimate end proposed, unless sume de-
cisive measure should be adopred to preventit!?
las any one of the courses, which has added to
its increase from its origimal suall and contempti-
ble beginning untilit has attained its present
magnitude, diminished in force?! Is the original
cause of the movement, that slavery isa s, and
ought 10 be suppressed, weaker now than atthe
commencement! Or is the Abolition party less
numerous or influenualy or have they less influence
or control over the two parties of the North in
elections?  Or has the South greater meams ol in-
Huence or control over the two great parties ol
the North in elections?  Or has the South greater
meuns ol influencing or controlling the movements
of this Government now, than it liad when the ag-
itations cummenced? 1'o all these questions but
one answer can be wiven: No,no,no. The very
reverse is true. Instead of being weaker, all the
elements in favor of agitation are slronger now
than they were in 1835, when the agitation first
commenced, while all the elen ents of influence on
the partof the South are weaker. Unless some-
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thing decisive is done, I again ask, what 1s to stop
tnis agitation, before the great and fina} otbject at
which it aims—the abolition of slavery in the States
is consummated? Is-it, then, not certain, that if
eomething decitive is not now done to arrest it,
the Sith will be forced to choose between abo-
lition an't eecersion? Indeed, as events are notv
moving, it will not require the South to secede to
dissolve the Union. Agitation will ot itself effect
it, of which it past history fufnishes abondant
praof, as I shall next proceed to show.

It is a great mistake to euppose that disunion
can be effected by a single blow. The cords
which buund these Stales together in one
common Union are far too numeroue and power-
ful for that. Disunion must be the work of time.
Tt is only through a long process, and in succession,
that the cords can be snapged, until the whole
fabric falls asunder. Already the agitation of the
slavery queslrii?n has s]nappedk some of the most
important, and hae greatly weakened all
ae I shall proceed lf:hmg. the-others

‘I'he cords that bind the States togethior are not
only many, but various in character, Some are
spititu1l or ecclesiastical; some political; others
social,  Some zpoertain to tne benefit conferred by
the Union,and others to thé feeling of duty and
obligation, °

The s'rongest of those of a epiritual and ecclesi-
anl!c{l] nature, consisted in the unity- of the great
religious denominatioms; all of which origmally
embraced the whole Union. All theze denomina.
tione, with the exception, perhaps, of the Catholics,
were organized very much upon the principle of
our political institutions; beginning with smaller
meetings, corresponding with the political divisions
of the country, their organization terminated in
one great central assemblage, carresponding very
much with the character of Congress. At these
meetings the principal clergymen and Jay mem-
bers of the respective denominations from all parts
of the Union met, to transact business relating to
their common concerns It was not confined to
what appertaine. (o the doctrines and discipline of
the reepectve denominations, but extended to
plans for disseminating the Bible, sending out mis-
eionaries, distributing tracts, and establishing pres-
ses for the publication of tracts, newspapers and
periodicals, with a view of diffusing religious in-
formation, and for the support of the doctrines and
creed ofthe denomination. All these combined,
contributed grealy to strengthen the bonds of the
Union. The strong ties which held each dencmi.
nation together formed a strong cord to hold the
whole Union together ; but, as powe:fal as they
were, they have not been able to resist the explo.
rive effect of the slavery agitation.

The firet of these cords which snapped, under ita
explosive force, was that of the powerful Methodist
Episcopal Church. The numerous and strong ties
which held it together are all broke, and its unity
gone. They now form separate churches; and, in-
steadof that feeling of attachment and devotion to
the interests of the whole Church which.was for-
merly felt, they are now arrayed into two hos-
tile bodies, engaged in litigation about what was
furmerly their common property.

The next cord that snapped was that of the Bap-
Lists, one of the largest and most respectable of the
denominationg. Thut of the Presbyterian 18 not
entirely snapped, but some of its stands have given
away. That of the Episcopal Church is the only
one of the four great Protestant denominations
which remains unbroken and entire,

The strongest cord of a political character, con-
gista of the many and stros g ties that have held to-
gether the two great parties which have, with - oine
modifications, existed from the beginning of the
Government. ‘They both extended to every portion
of the Union and strongly contributed to hold all
its parts together. But this powerful cord has
fared no better than the spiritual, It resisted for
a long time the explosive tendency of the agitation,
but las finally snapped under its force—if not en-
tirely, in a great measure. Nor is there ore of
the remaining cords which have not been greatly
weakened. ‘To this extegt the Union has already
been destroyed by agitation, in the only way it can
be, by snapping asunder and weakening the cords
which bind it together.

I the agitation goes on, the some force, acting
with increased intens ty, as has been shown, it wilk
finally snap every cord, when nothing will be left
to ho!d the states together except force. DBut,
surely, that-ean, with no propriety of language, be
called a Uninn, when the only means by which the
wealier is held connected with the stronger portion
is torce. It may, indeed, keep them connected;
Lot the connection will partake much mare ol
the character of subjugation, on the part of the
weaker to the s'ronger, than the union of free, in-
dependent and sovereign states, in one Federal
Unior, as they stood in the early stages of the Gov-
erament, end which only is worthy of the sacred
name of Uniun. .

Having now, Senators, explained what it is that
endangers the Union, and traced it to its cause, and
explained its nature and character, the quesiion
awain recurs : How can the Union be saved? To
this [ answer, there is but one way by which it car
be, aud that is, by adopting such me.suresas will
satisfy the States belunging to the Southern sec-
tion that they can remain in the Unien consistently
with their huior aund their saiety.  There is again
only one way by which that can be effected, and
that is rernoving the cause by whiclr this belief has
been produced. Do that, and discontent will cease,
harmony and kind feelings between the sections
be restored, anid every apprehension of danger to
the Union be removed.  The question, then, is ; by
what can this be done? But, before I undertake
to answer tlis question, | propose to show by what
the Union cznnot be saved:

A—

It cannot, then, be saved by eunlogies on the™ '

Union, however splended or nunrerous.  The erv
of “Union, Tnion—the glorious Union !"' can no
more prevent disunion than the cry of “lealth,
health—glorious health,” on the part of the puysi.
cian, cap save a paltient lying dangerously ill. So
long as the Union, instead of being regarded ax a
protector, is regarded as ofthe opposite character, by
not much less than a majority of the States, it wiil
be in vain to aitempt to coneiliate them by pro-
nouneing culogies on it.

Besides, this ery of Union comes commonly from
those whom we cannot believe to be gincere. It
usually comes from our aesailants. Hut we cannot
believe them to be sincere; if they love he Union,
they would necessarily be devoted to the t onatitu-
tion. It made the Union, and to destroy the Con-
atitution would be to destroy the Union. But the
only reliable and certain evidence of devation to
the Constitution, is. to abstain, on the one hand,
from violating it, and to repel, on the other, all at-
tempts to viu%rnle it. It is only by faithfully per-
forming these high duties that the Constitution can
be preserved, and with it the Union.

ut how stands the profession of devotion to the
Union by our assailants, when brought to the test!
Have they abstained from violating the Constitu-
tion1 Let the many acts passed by the Northern



