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RECENT AND EXTENSIVE MARLING IN
SOUTH CAROL. NA.
Communicated far the Farmers® Register.
Columbia, S. C., Nov. 3., 1842..

Dear Sik:—[t affords me great plea.
sure to coniply with your requesty to far.
nish you witl & statement of my unrling
operations during the first year, and the
result of them so far as il s been as
certained.

I commenced in November last to mnarl
my plantation at Siver Blat, on Savan.
nah river. There s no marl on the place.
I procured it trom Saell Bl il on the same
river, and had to boat 1t 12 andes up the

leotton on the 22d April.

hard limestone, and it is doubtful wheth-
| er any of the marl here will make lime,
“though it is an excellent cement, Much
{ of that which [ have used has been cut
"from the face of the cliff with pick-nxes.
' It falls down sometimes in fine grains,
!smnetimm in masses, At every handl
ing it breaks up finer, and exposure to
the air assists disintegration. I do nat
burn or pound it, or use any preparation
! whatever, but spread it as [ getit.—
Where it was spread last winter, an ob.
server wonld readily discover itaand Inmps
as large asan egg, and nccasionally much
larger arc to be seen. A mere passer by,
hawever, would not notice that the land
hid been marled. At every working it
is more and wore mixed with the soil.
But I imagine it will he several years
before it is completely combined with if,
and unti! taen the full effeet of this marl ]
cannot be krown. A difference was ap-
parent in this erop hetween the effects of
that spread eariy in February anid that
spresud i the latter part of April.

By the 221 of April lasi, 1 had marled
175 acresat the rate of 200 bushels to
the acre.  Of these | planted 30 acres in
corn on the 17th Marchy 50 acres i eot.

|
|

of the four bushels increased to the pecn-
harity of the season operating on the marl
[am wholly unable to decide. Supposing
the increase from the seasonto be the same
on the marled and unmarled land, and de-

each ucre there will be 33} per cent. in
favor of the ten best murled acres.  T.is
nowever s all conjecture, Thez average
per acre of this whole cut was 18 hushels.
Clic measurcment of all but the experi-
mental acres was made however by wag-
gon loads accord.ng to the usual planta-
ton estimate, in which there s a hbezal
allowance for shrinking, &c. Had the
whole been measured 1 tie same man-
ner as the experunental acres were, the
produce wouid have appeared greater. |
pave had tins cul plaanted o corn once

year, no account ol 1t was preserved, and
1 do not know what 1t produced.

I setecied wiso and lad off separately 4
acres ol collen along the turn-row of the
73 acre cui of cotton. At the tume |
thought them neardy eqal qualityy and
the one sgpposed 1o be the besi ol taest
was lelt wanaried, and 1, 2, and 390 bu.
snels ol marl spread upon the vlaer tiree,

ton on the 10th Aprid, and 75 acres an g
Taese lhl’t-n[
ents are in the same field, and adj ining, |
newng separated only by turn-rows, vel the I
soils vary considerably.  [a the corn, l
laid fF four separate acres along the turn-
row, as pearly equed i quality as pussthle.
Tie e supposed to be the hesi was left

gtream. [t requres eleven prone hands
to man the boat [ use, acd when the rver |
is not too lugh they ke wo trips :;E
week, loading and ualoading theinscives. |
They bring about 1100 susacls at a load. |
T'he marl 15 tanded at a spot betow hign |
water wark, and daring the wiole rrup!
geason (wo other hands and twa carts are !
constantly engaged in nauling itoa place
of security on the top of the vluif. At
other tunes it is hauled directly from the
landing to the ficlis. ‘T'nere are hawev-
er 138 hands and 2 maules lost to the crop.
My boat, which 15 @ common pole hout,
was bt chuetly by my owa people, and
cost me abuut 950, wncluding thewr la-
“bor. There have heen merdental ex-
penses to the amount of about 8200 this
year. During the year ending on the
8th of November, tuere were 83 (rips
made and about 93,000 bushels hrought
up. I thiuk I can sately caleulate on
bringing up 100,000 pastiels per annum
hereatter, witn the same foree. [ wen.
tion these lucts that every one iy form
his own estimate of the cost of pracuring
mail under similar eircumstances. My |
ealeulutan s thal 1t costs me about two
cents a bushel delivered on my blutf.—
To ane huvipg marl on his 0wn Dremises
nearly the whole of tis expease would
be saved. | am enalled, by omitting to
open new fand. to Eaul out and spread
this marl, witheut ierfering with other
plantation work, of lessenting the nuaber
of ueres planted per hand. In hauling
m'u I have not been able to do as much

}

|

| wiith one, twe, and three hoadred hushels

I ling, viz.

withoat mirle The others were amarled
rce:ap:::'li\'t'|)‘. [t was all of the same
boat load, and contamed 34 per cent. of
Th:s lawd has oeen
hundred

ciarbanate of luane,

i cultivietion mmore than one
vears. | have plated aomyseIf 11 of the
last 12 years, and sowed at in gats the
ather year, [ have siven il three Luht
coats of manure, the last in 1839, [t s
a hght, gray, sandy soil, of whiea the
following was the analysis before mar.

Water last at 300 degrees 2 per cent.

"'t'gﬂmll]e maller .. 3
Sihiea . » . 80
Alumina . . 11
Oxule of iron . " 2
Loss . : 5 2
—100

This cut was in cotton last year, and
my expectition was thal with comimon
seasons 1t wold proluce 12 ushels of
corn per acre.  And hul 1 not kept the
unmarled acre as a test, [ shoull have
set down all over that quantity to the
credit or the marl.  The corn came up |
badly, and sutlered by the hirds,  “The
four experunental acres were cultivated
precisely as the rest of the culy and were
distinguisied only by the posis whieh
marked the corners of each acre.  From
the first however the marled corn extubit.
ed a ditferent appearance. [t was stouter
and of a much deeper color.  As the
season advanced, the difference became
greater. 'Phe marled corn was as dark a

1

|

|

|

|

|
as they don Virginia,  Mr. Ruidfin, the f green as swamp corn usually is.  The
author of the marling system, hauied 24 ' (,qder was palled on the 3.1 Augus!, and
loads of 5% Imshf:ls with each cart per | after hanging two days and a hail on the
day a distance ol 847 vards; I have done i stalk in dry and rather windy weather,

but little over half as well. T use mules |
however, and land being level carried 63 |
bushels at a load. [ lound the muies
could not stand trotting back with the |
The warl weigns about 103 |

emply cart.
My land was laid oll in

Ihs. per bushel.
| SQUATES, SO MANY to un acrey and a foad !
cropped in each square. [t was spread |
by hand ; each negro aking his square,
and carryg his wierl on a board or imal
small tray. A prime fellow can spread |
an acre tn i daye  But it isa hard task, !
and counting the gang round | have not
averaged over hall au acr: for each work.
er. ‘I'he marl spreads best when damp.
1t will then vicld 1o the hand, and luaps |
are in general casidy crushed. i
Shell Biutl is a bold chiff on Savannah
river, over 200 feet high and i some |
places more tnan 100 feet perpendicular,
Professor Vanuxenm, who examined it
gome vears ag 4 sce Farmers’ Renster,
val, i p. Tu, and aiso vol. xX. p. 467,)!
discovered 14 varnetes of marl, varying |
in quality from 37.2 to 93.4 per cent. af
carbonate of lime.  In wsing the mart |
have excluded the anlerior as much a '
possible, and have not found the very
best 10 any great quaniity.  [iested the
quantity of carbonaie of lime in one spe.
cimen taken al random from each boat
jond brought up this sunnner, and found
the average of 34 loads to be 62 8 per
lll l,‘\'(‘.r_" I

cent. varying from 51 to 77.
specimen tiere was a small proportion of |
of oxide of iron, and clay axn
vally in about equal quantities.  Taere |
were, no doubt, other component perts |
which 1 did not ascertain ; but [ satistied !
myself that there was neither ;_:_\rllﬁlll'l'li

sand, us. !

nor magncsia. Twe marl preseals various |
appcarances, being in color white, brawn, |
olive, vellow, and violet, and in consist |
ence from sand to scft stone, Some of
it appears to be a concretion of «hells
from a size scarcely visible to the naked

cve te an ineh in dizmeter.  There ¥ NO

| dently injured by the marl.
"had selection for the heaviest marling ;

weighed as follows :
Increase. Per cent.

Unmurled acre 259 lbs.

Marled, at 100 bushels 285 ** 35 Ibs. 14
1 “ 2JJ i 314 64 * 956
i I 3]J “w 261 i 11 “ 44 I

I'he corn was gathered wn the 24th of
October, being -h noughly dryand having
sarunk as much as it woald in the field.
There appeared to be hittle or no ditfer-
ence in point of soundness. [t was shuck-
ed elean and measured in a barrel.  The
unmnarled corn shelled out 2 quarts loss
to the barrel than the marled, Tae fol-
lowing was the result :

Increase. Per cemy

Unmarled acre 17 bush.

Maerled, at 100 bushels 21 * 4 235
W e D)y 21 » 4 23.5
w o ow3 % Ispt 13 8.8

From this it would apprar that 100
hushels of marl was as efficac.ous axs 2;1",1
and pernaps in siueh land as thissach may
be the fact,  Ltappears also probahle that
300 bushels to the acre is too much, 1
ourht however to stale that tins last acre
had a shig .t sink in the centre, and that
the slopes arouwd it are much thinner
than the averags lanl, Toese constitute
abuut ane-ilth oi the aceey and were evi.
Ii was a

but at the tme it was made Udid no
SUPPIS 'y judging by the rates at wineh
they marled in Virgina, that 309 bisiels
would injure any land. My fear now i
that 200 bushels may prove toa much tor
soil lke this; and I have accordingly
determined to put only .50 hushels an
the acre hereaftsry until I see its furtier
ofiects.  This has been a remarkable
productive season for corn. 1 tiunk the
unmarled acre in this cut made at leas!
5 hushels more than it would have done
of an average year. I presume the marl.

lin the corn.

Leut tn eet on 10 of the last 12 years

od acres have dome so likewise, DBut
whether it would be fair to attribate uny

Li turped out uvowever that the acre wita
LOU uisiels wits anleror Lo e aveiage ol
tile ¢us, wine tae olaer two were lar su-
peror. L was deceived by ide sodks
grown tie yuar betoie.  Tue two first
navned aeres being so-newiat rolling, and
the yvar a wel oaey ey produced us
Houd Colluit iy tite wiher Lwo which weie
date  Lhe wminarled acre was not nucn
( Any saperior o tie oae niried  with
80U aishiels, save Lhal there was a spot
wiere fodder stucks nad stood 1 1338-

9, wihich produced neariy dounie the cot.

Lot of wiy otier spat of the same siz2 1

cither acre, and added probanly 30 L. 1o
tae amount gatiiered trom that acre.—
‘The marl o taese acres contained, hike
(hat on the corn cut, an average of 54
per cenl. of carbonate of lune, This
Fand 1% of the kind commoniy Known as
mulatto so.l, and was clearty at least as
ety as the corn cut [t was certanly
planted vy tie Ludians in 1740, Tue
tollowing was the analysls ol it before
marling, lor whichy as weil as lor the an.
alysis of tae corn culy I am indebted to

the kindness of Prof. Ellet;

Water at 300 degrees . 3
Vegetable matter . . 45
Sihea - - . - - 74
Almnina - - - . . 14 3
Ox.de of iron - . - 4

_ This cut was not planted until the 221
April, hecause it could nat be marled be-
fore. A dry spell vcearring im nediately
after, at the end of two weeks very lLittle
cotton had come up except in the marled
acre 1n which there was about half a
stand. My overseer becoming alarmed
in my ahsence replanted the whole, and
threw ouat the whole sand wherever 1t had
not come up. This was done on the 6ih
May, =o that the crop ol thus cut dates
from that period, which s at least a
month later than | should have preferred.
For my experience is that early cotton,
like early corn, ss almost always the best.
[ consider the two weeks s art which one
half the unmarled acre obtained in this
instance as of considerable consequence
to it. ‘These early stalks could be dis-
tinguished until the bolls hegan to open.
I'he difficrence between the marled and
unmarled cotton was as obvious as it was
The leafl too appeared
broader and the stalk stouter froin the
first. The following was the production
of thes: four acres. [ state the pdoduec.
tion of all, thongh that of the 1 and 200
hushels acres ought not to he compared
with that of the other two, on account ol
the relative inferiority of the soil.

The unmarled acre 1111 Ibs. in the secd.

M irled do at LO0 bu, 836 « “
[ w oal 200 ¢ 1003 » “w
w s at3ou w 1318 w i

The difference between the unmarled
acre and that with 300 bushels of marl,
was 17.7 per cent. in favor of the latter.
It would have been greater perhaps any
ather vear than this, which has been al.
most as favorable for cotton as eorn. The
average production of the whole 73 acres
was 966 Ibs. per ac-e, I have had this

;N

corn 1, and m ots 1, and toe loilowing
is 4 statement of s production of cottur
fur 6 of the 10 vear=; that of the othe:
yoars not fviag heen ]nrr-s:-n-ml,

1833 av’ge p. acre in seed 731 lbs. manured lizhtly.

1834 u“ “ T84

1835 w w951 maaured light[y-
1736 « " “ 451 ¢

184) “ “ LO

1841 * " “  5)0* manured.

1342 ey “ 966 “ marled.

Tae other 50 acre cut of marled land
was planted i cotton on the 10th April.
[t came up in good time and was a fine
stand. This is also a light gray soi'y with
less clay than the mulatio land, and less
sand than the corn cut. It is probably as
old as cither, and has been cultivated in
much the same way. Although plinted
10 days later than some other ficlds, and

ducting 5 bushels from the produce ol

betore, but aaving been absent the whulu]

' nearly 50 per cent. wore than | ever had

after all of them except the 75 acre cut,
bit soun appeared to be the oldest cotton,
and certainly matured the earl est of any.
[inmediately after the cald weather, about
the 1st Augnst, the rust commenced in if,
and by the 20th of that month it had the
appearance of a field after frast.  Forms,
<mall holls, and even the leaves dropped.
Most persons who saw it thought it hal
been cut off one half. T think myself it

least.  Bat | have made on this cut this
year 840 Ihs. of seed cotton, which is

mada on it hefore, The following is the
average of its production {or 4 other years.

1833 av’ge p. acre in seed 595 Ibs. manared.

1334 “ W “"w 435 “

1840 “" i . 363 “"

1841 %+ 356 ** manured lightly.
1842 “ “ 840 * marled.

[ think the injury from the rust nearly
or quite equal to the henefit derived (rom
the favorable season.  And that the in-
crease fl‘olll’l th[! ||1:1r| wis grl‘.tl[el’ ({H] ”ll:l
cut than on any ather, hecause the earli.
est marled and most seasonably planted.
‘The rust here was more injarions than
in any other field, and [ gt have at.
tributed it to the mearl, but that the 75
rere ent also marled sutfered least of adl,
[ am inelined to think that the mos® ad.
vaneed eotton was most atfected, and the
voungest least 3 and that moarl had ne in.
Huenee one way or the other,  Ttis wor.
thy of remark, that while all my other
cotton suffered from lice and *he worm
hoth, neither made their appearance on
the marled land,

[ have troubled you with this length.
ened detail of my operations, hecause this
heing the first serious experiment with
marl in South Carolina (that | know af),
it may be interesting to those who have
this earth within their reach, to kno™,
the particulars.  From the facts 1 have
stated, eich ane: can form his opinion on
nearly us good data as [ can my own.—
I car only add that my expectations for
the first yea+ have heen fully answered.
I dul not calculate on any of those mag.
cal results which agricultural experiment-
ers so often look for, and so seldom real.
ze to the fall extent. [ regard an in-
crease of 20 per cont. as a very handsome
reurn, and 1t it only does as well another
vear, | shall atallevents be repard for mv

marl ceases then,

' Ruffin himselly to whom, in common with

labor even if the beneficial effect of the
But the experience
of all who have nsed it s, that it contin-
ues to improve the soil every year, until
thoronghly disintegrated and combined
with it 3 and that with proper culture it
aever declines from its maximun,  Une
Jder these ecumstances, and with these
hopes, | sha!l continue mvselt 1o prose.
cule the business t'u_mm'.t.wll_\' dunng the
sumner. 1 have hauled marl over 100
weros, and nnve now at my fanding enough
o cover 300 acres wore, My great regret
is that 1 dud not engage in the business
sooaer, 1 have long kuown Shell Blufl
and for some years had heard of 5.
Ruffin's successtu! introduction of marl
inte the enlture of Virginia.  But I had
not read his ¢« Esay on Calearcous Ma.
nures,” nor examined Sacll Bluth until ;
the summer of 1541, The idea of obtain.
ing marl from llmt'spn! was [irst sugrest.
ed 1o me by my [riend Mr. Dickenson, of
liearging and alter o cam il prruszl of
Mr. Roffin’s Essay, and an analysis of |
marls there, [ determined to try the ex.
periments 1 have, during the course of
it, received much encouragement and val.
uable practical information from Mr.

all other beneficiaries of this inestimuble
ireasure, | owe a debt of gratitude which
cannot be casily cancelled.
I am, mny dear sir,
With great regard and estecm,
Your chedient serviant,
J. H. Hamxoxp
Hox. W ansi 3. SnABROOK,
Pres't of the State Agr. Soc.

T
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“ NATIVE,” AND OTHER CATTLE.
Messrs. Gaylord & Tucker.—1 have
read, with great interest, the first volume
of the Transactions of the New York Ag.
riealtural Society ;3 and with nons of the
papers therein contained have I heen

more pleased, than with the one on ** Neat
Cattle,” by Henry S. Randall, in which
ire many uselul supgesiions in regard to
‘he pmprovement of our eattle, and the
sroduction of a breed or breeds suited to
Lar elimate and purposes,

Mr. R. fears that too pany are **too
prone to underrate our  native stock,”
shich he thinks *has produced animals
that would suffer Litle by comparison with
ihose of any other hreed.”  In some re.
narks on Mr. Randall's ideas, by Mr.
Win. H. Sotham. in the Sept. No. of the
Cultivator, 1s the following rather ullra
expression ;s ** He [Vir. R.] may select
tie hest [of the native stock | 1f he chooses,
and breed them unnl he s of the age of
aman, and my word for it, he-will never
breed a beast that a good judge would
condescond to put his hand upon.”

deciding such a proposition.  In the first

suffered to the extent of one-fourth at|

‘I'here may he a difficulty, | confess. in |

|is *native stock?” Here is the grand
'point; and they may as well dispute
ahout the merits of British sheep, or any
| other xpecies of animal which embraces
vaneties very widely different in their
| characters, as to attempt to decide that
matter until this poiat is se'tled.
If Mr. Randall is to be allowed, (and
this is obviously his intention,) to take
| such animals as Mr. Rust’s fat ox as spe-
' cimens of the serub or “ native” breed, it
appears to me he would be under no ne.
cessity of breeding ull he is three score
years and ten, betore he could * produce
an animal that a good judge would conde.
scend o put his hand upon.”  While on
my late trip to the East, [ saw this ox of
Mr. Rust’s. He is truly a most superb
animal, He has, both in shape and color, |
all the leading characteristics of a Here.
ford ; his shoulders are well set, his chime
full, back short, loin and hips very wide,
rump long, legs clean and sinewy, and he
is constderably heavier than any other
animal [ ever saw of so little bone and
offal. At the time [ saw him, Mr. Rust
thought nis weight could not be luss than
8,700 pounds; and it had been ascer-
tained by repeated weighing, that his gain
was at least three pounds per day. Not
withstanding his immense weizht, he was,
from the justness of his proportions, very
active, When lying down, he would get
ap as quick as a sucking calf,

[ saw the mnan who sad he raised this
ox ; and the history which he gave of him,
was that the bull which sired him was
= part Hereford.” In this, both he and
Mir. Rust agreed. [ cannot see why this
statement need be doubted; for accord.
ing to an account which Mr. Bement has
published, some Herefords were intro.
duced into this part of the country several
yearsago, But history and tradition out
of the question, it appears to me there
would be as much propriety in taking an
animal which should show all the princi-
pal points in shape and color of an im.
proved Short Horn, as a specimen of the
« native stock,” as there is in taking this
ox as such. An example of tms kind
would probably be regarded by the advo.
cates of the Shori Hoinsas not altogether
fair.

Your reviewer, Commentator, in the
Oct. No. of the Cultivator, in his remarks
on Mr. Sotham’s expression, given above,
say4 Mr. Bakewell made a similar experi-
ment in England to that proposed by Mr.
Randall, »and it is presumable with no

‘better cattle to begin with than Mr. Ran-

dall might probubly find among what is
called the * native breed’ in New York.”
Now it mny be pretty near true that.
Bikewell began to breed with cattle
which were not better than these which
some have called native in this country ;
but from the best evidence to be had, it
<eems o me certain, that the animals with
which Bakewell began to breed, were not
only very geod in themselves, but belonged
to a race whose superior excellence had
heen long acknowledged. ‘Tnat under
his master mind they attained still higher
LRprovement, is neither dented nor doubt.
od ; but that the originals were altogether
siperior to our common cattl 33 plaim, if
we admit testimony on this subjects

The first great advantage which Mr.
Bakewell possessed over any one who
might attempt a sunilar experiment, con-
timng hunscll to the common cattle of
this country, was the ﬁ.red characler of
his stock. ‘Their leading points had been
the same, without admixture, as [ar as we
learn, for uges. Hence he might caleu.
late on a certain transmission of the quali.
ties possessed by those he fi st selocted,
hereditarily, to therr offspring.  ‘I'he ori-
sinsls of our common cattle have been
brought from almost every country and
district from which this country has ever
received emigrants. ‘I'hese animals, so
heterogeneous in their character, have
generally been bred in an indiscriminate,
haphazard manner, until they have, in
most cases, lost all marked resembiance
to any distinct breed.

Youatt, in the work on British Cattle,
gives a very interesting account of the
stock from which Air. Bakewell made his
arizinal sclections. Under the head of
the »Long Horns,” he says: “In the
district of Craven, a fertile corner of the
West Riding of Yorkshire, bordering on
Lancashire, and separated from West.
moreland chiefly by the weslern moor
lands, there has been from the earliest re-
cords of British agriculture a peculiar and
valusble breed of catile,” At page 159
1s given a portrait of a Craven bull, *sup-
posed to bear about him many of the
characters of the old breed.” The por.
trait conveys an 1dea of a most excellent
antmal ; one of the best in the book ; the
body and himbs indicating surprising
strength, with a rich, mellow coat ol
nutr,

In 1720, it is stated that a blacksmith
by the name of Wilby, commenced the
work of unproving the Craven cattle, with
some cows which he procured from Sir
‘Phomas Gresley. * Soon alter this,” says
Mr. Youatt, * Mr. Webster, of Canley,
near Coventry, distinguished himsell asa
breeder. He, too, worked upon Sir
Thomas Gresley’s stock. He wasat con-
stderable trouble in procuring bulls from
Lancashire and Westmoreland ; and he is
snid to have had the best stock of caitle
then known-” At pages 191, 192, it is
said, ** improvement had hitherio been
attempted to be produced by selecting fe-

place, the premiscs should be nnderstood
and admitted by the parties. What, then,

i

males from the native stock ©f the coun.

4

try, and crossing them with males of an
alien breed. Mr. Bakewell's good sense
led himn to imagine that the object might
be better accomplished by uniting the su.
perior kranches of the same breed, than
by any mixture of foreign ones. On this
new and judicious principle he started —
He purchased two Long [Horned heifers
from Mr. Webster, and he procured a
promising Long Horned hull frorn West.
moreland. ‘To these and their progeny he
ronfined himself,” * * * «Many
vears did not pass before his stock was
unrivalled for the roundness of its farm,
the smallness of its bone, and its aptitude
to acquire external fat, while they were
small consumers of food in proportion to
their size.”

~ The object in making these guotations
is to show that the ancestors of Mr. Buke-
well’s stock had been considered excellent
long before he began his carcer asa breed.
er.

In what I have said, I disclaim any in-
tention to *underrate the native stock,”
hut have been influenced only by a wish
that the public may be set rightin matiers
of fact,

SANFORD HOWARD.
Albany Cultivator.

From the Southern Plonter. .
GUINEA GRASS.

Along with some grass roots, for which
we are indebted to the public 'lpirif;".l_d
politencss of Mr. Garnett, we raceived
the follow'ing note :

Messrs. Borrs & Burroor: :

Gentlemen,— | now send you the Guinea
grass roots which your North Carolina
friend requested you to procure for him ;
and, with your permission, I will avail
mysolf of thig occasion to publish once
more what | think of this grass, as [ find
that some of my good friends have attri-
buted to me opinions which 1 never en-
tertained. Not that [ considar those
opinions at all important to any of my
brother farmers ; but having once publish-
ed them, and perceiving that some persons
have thereby been induced to make a trinl
of the Guinea grass, [ owe it both to them
and to myself to guard them, iif I can;
from forming an erroneous opinion on the

subject: _ : 2 :’— '

The good friends to whom T allude,
have culled it “my favorile grass,” pre.
ferring this, I presume, to the somew
ruder term—>* hobby,” although it means
pretty much the same thi But
truth ix, that if T must have a hobby—
like most of my brethren—1t shall neither
be of grass nor straw ; and as to the grasses
[ have been content to rank them as those
have done who have mast expeiience in
their culture. What [ formerly said of
the Guinea grass [ still think; and it is,
that it will produce a greater weight of
green fond—counting the four cultings
which it wilkcertainly bear, at an average
weight of between tweo and three feet, in
high, dry land, of ordimary quality, than
any grass of which [ have any knowledge.
l infer from this, it will yield « greater
quantity of such fosd, on high, dry fand,
of any quality. I have also said, that it
will stand drought better than our other
crasses, that horses and cattle eat it very
freely, for | have seen them do so. How
it would compare with other grasses in nu.
tritive properties | do not know, as none
of them, [ belicve, have yet been analyzed
in-this country. It1s certainly a coarse
grass, if suffered to reach a greater height
before cutting than [ have mentioned,
and therefore less suitable for hay than
the grasses commonly used for that pur-
pose. Itisalso hard to extirpate, but not
more so than the red top, which 1s gener.
ally preferred to ail others, for very wet
land. From all these facts, then, which
I have noticed tor four years, | deem mys
sell authorize. to say of the Guinca grass,
that n all high, dry, and even sandy soils
of ordinary quality, such as are unfit for
cither clover, orchard grass, Uimothy, red
Lop,== cadow oat, it will produce a much
greater weight of green food than any of
them ; that it will stand drought much
better, and that horses and cattle eat it
freely. But in all situations where the
climate andsoil are well adapted 4o clover;
orchard grass, and timothy, it might con-
tent any farmer {o cultivate no other
kinds. Still, the knowledge of their ex-
cellence should not prevent small experi.
ments with other grasses ; for our maxim
should be, that there is no stepping place
for these who wish to acquire a
knowledge of husbandry in allits branches.
Let your friend then, procoed to make a
small experiment with the Guinea grass
roots, which I now send you for him.——
‘They should be baried in the earth until
the ground ceases to recze in the spring.
‘I'hen cut the roots into picces two or three
inches long, and plant them in well pre.
pared land, between two and three inches
deep. Let the rows be twelve inches
aparl, and place the cuttings in each row,
at the distance of eight‘or nine inches.
The plants will require working the first
year; but after that they will occupy the
ground to the exclusion of any other
growth, and will bear culting at least four
timesa year. In one season [ cut it five
times. Wilh sincere wishes for the suc.
cess of your paper,

I remain, gentlemen,

. Your.ebedient servant,

- wdanes M, GagxsTT.




