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supplies of cymlins for summer, and
o i pumpkins for autumn and early winter
Tenus:—~Published weekly at three dollarsa | feeding : it may be questionabie whether

year; with an addition, when not paid within Virwini :
irginia farmers can well go farther in

three months, of twenty per cent per annum. |
Two new subscribers may take the paper at | the root culture, than a gnnd crop of Ruta

ﬁ!’;dnlhtn in advance; and ten at wenty. ' Baga turnips, which keeps well through
our subscribers, not receiving their papers | oo winger, gives large returns, and re.

in town, may pay a year's subscription with ten : .S :
quires cultivation at a season when it

dollars, in advance.
A year’s subscription always due in advanee. | can most conveniently be afforded.
Papers not discuntinued to solvent subscribers |
in arrears. . ’ . :
Advertisements not exceeding 16lines insorted | tions,” entitled, I freely admit, to very
fr one dollar the first time, aud fifty cents each
s1hsequont time, For insertions at intervals of |
two weeks 75 cents after the first, and a dollari

if the intervals are longer. Payment due in . 1 o -
advance for advertisements. When the number qualified to give their opinions and the

of insertions ig not marked on the copy. the | results of their experiments through the
adrertisement will be inserted, and charged ti'l | Planter.

orderad out. 0 = T 1
¥ The postage must be paid on letters to the | ne word more. A writer in your last

editor omthe business of the office. | paper scems to think himself entitled tov
—————————— | (he reward of £20,000 offered by the

By M. MACLEAN.

fied if the expression of them has the ef-
fect of drawing out those who really are

ECGRLOTDLTTUTRAL.- British government for an antidote to the
o e oo s | (¢predations of the turnip fly. [ think
From the Southerz Planter. my old man Dick has the better claim,
CULTURE OF SUGAR BEETS AND MANGEL ' and if there is to be competition for the

{ prize, insist upon patting him inas com.
Very respectfully,

WURTZEL.
A primary object with you, Mr. Editor, | petitor,
bcihg la procure Pl'tl(!li(:tl[ infurmation | A SUBSCRIBER.
for your readers, I take the liherty of | Phe article to which we are referrcd
sendingyou a northers sgricultaral pa: by our correspondent, is the following,
per, countaining iustructions for the « cul- from the American Farmer:
tare of Sugar Beets and Mangel Wurt- As ih : £ both th o
zel”—and, at the same lime to suggest 5 l‘e' i lurg. of bt these s
the expedieney of referring to your files of bests s precisely the ssme; wo shal
‘ : 3 treat them both under one gencral head.
of northern and easiern agncu{(uhra]-]mb:r- | And before we proceed to lay down our
nnls, a3 a souree of t.hc most reliable in- | 1oy of treatment, we will say to our ag-
formation on the subject of root culture. | ricyltural brethren, that if they consult
My own ignorance may mislead me— | their own interest, or give heed to the
bt I eannot and do not believe that there | comfort of their milch cows, they will at
is one of your Virginia subscribers quali- | once proceed to make arrangements for
ficd by his own prectical experience, 10 entering into the culture, though their first
write upon this snbjeet—iunless, indeed, | experiment may be made upon but a sin.
Mr. Corbin Warwick be of the number; ule acre. At tarce pounds to the acre,

his farm being the only one [ have scen | that quanlity ol ground will produce
upon which a_systematic ceurse of root | upwards of a thousand bushels, and when

eulture for stock feeding has been pursued | \'ve _ny that “in. have seen beets, of either
for any fength of time. I do not believe mrw‘ti_v. ‘WL'I;_{_ nne . e {hen teesy

; " | pounds, we think we cannat be charged
another farm can be found, which has yet | o0 exaggeration when we assume three
afforded one bhushel of routs per head, Per | Ibs. ag the average weight of an acreable
winter, for the horned cattle upon il.| yroduct.  With this brief introduction,
But be this as it may—those of us who | we shall now proceed to give such direc-
have no information to gi\‘(', but, on the | tions as we believe will ensure a gaod
contrary, sorcly feel the want of it—when |

crop.
we seek instruction from agricultural g
journals, require—not theoretical essays
—not accounts of crops made and fed
away by the firesides of gentlemen ol
Jeisure—hut we want the results of aclu.
al experiments with various crops, and
ssall how and ahout it,”" so far as the con. !

- s eultural 3 4 lnt‘elaml cross.wise. The ground thus pre-
tributors to agricullura Jounuy % pared should be permitted to remain until
tried them,

iust before it is time for putting in the

Preparation of the Ground.

As soon’ as the ground is sufficiently
dry for the purpose, it should be ploughed
‘| up with a strong team and heavy plough.
as deep as possible.  The ploughing com-
pleted, let the harrow redace the clods by

1
1

For :n,\'!-'rf‘”',I know it would be pre- i seed, when manure—well rooted 1s lJesI’

sumpluous Lo profess o give any Lung f —should be hauled on and evenly spread
origuml. Same gleanings, however, | gver the surface, at the rate of twenty

which 1 have picked ap from the advice § double horse cartloads, say forty bushels

and experience of others, [ will mention. | each, to the acre.  As spread, this manure
1 have cultivated the Rata Baga turnip ! should be ploughed n about three lI_u;h{ES
scveral years—-the Mangel Wurtzel one | ‘!et?p—.ﬂns soon as this seccond plonghing is
year, and the Sugar Beet one—-yet am | finished, the ground should be thoroughly
o Ll L H‘ -t o . = .
by no means certam that erops of corn I hj""_"?“e“] to "'—‘““lef the ““h. fine, alter

which the roller should be passed over 1,

wpon Uie sine fand would not have geny (oo il be in a condition for seeding,
more and better food, especially if ground ik coscatiin. disuld b pesformed =
in the cob,  As to cultivation—following | - lhei:'mflur a5 posaible a‘;eil i< allim.
the published experience and practice of} Lop i 16 put the seed into a fresh bed.
northern and eastern cultivators, T lave Time of Planting.

always passed a roller over these crops | For a general crop, from the middle of
iminediately after sowing. The rolleris | April to the 20th of May, is the period
also used after seeding oats with clover | when the sced should be sown, though
and meadow grass, if the land be dry | good sized beets could be raised, in strong
enough ; and | think the practice a good | ground, at a much later period, say the
one. The use of the coulter, especially ] last of May. We, however, recommend
in the culture of Ruta Baga, was recom- carly planting. !

mended to me by a frrend from the up- Of the Soil.

per country, and has been successfully
pursued ever since.

A means ufl protecting the turnip crop
from the fly, by sprinkling tobacco trash
over it, was suggested to me by one of
my negroes (an old farm hand) some
vears ago, and another and a better one
besides—to wit, Scot.  And this reminds
me of another picce of information pro-
hably [for [ do not now remember] deriv-
ed from the same humble source, which 1
have tried with equal success; pounded
charcoal sprinkled over melon, cucu mber,
and other similar vines, when the dew is
on, effectually protects them from the bug,
which otherwise very often destroys them.
All these things, however, arc probably
familiar to many of vour readers, though
they are new to me.

But, about the root crops. As every
man is apt to form some opinion upon
subjects of a practical character that ar-
rest his atienticn, so, no doubt, many ex.
perienced farmers have formed opinions
upon this ; and for the gcm-rnl zood, these
opinions, especially where they have been
tested by experuments, shculd be given
o you.

It has occurred to me, [and [ mention it
only to elieit the opinions of practical
men, not pretending to be one myself,]

beets, is a deep loam, or rich sand mode-
rately dry.
Method of Planting.

If you have a drilling machine, (and il
'ou have not one, we would advise you to
get one,) all you will have to do is to put
voar seed n it, and after staking off your
ground in rows two feet apart, to dnllin
your seed. But if you have no machine,
then get a wide mouth bottle, or tin
horn with the large end stopped, put your
seed into one or the other, and after hav-
ing a drill made an inch deep, go along
the drill with yaur bottle, or horn, in hand,
and drop the seed therefrom, about four
inches apart, let a hand follow the dropper
with a rake, and cover over the seed as
dropped, reversing the rake and pressing
down the furrow with its back.

In this way, two smart, active hands
could put in an acre a day.
chine four acres may be pot in, in the
same time with ease. The machine
makes the furrow, drops the seed, covers
them, and rolls the ground all at the same
time. Mr. Page of this city has a drill
which is highly recommended, a notice of
which will be found in another column.

Preparation of the Seed, and quanlity to

the Acre.
Make a decoction of horse dung, in sul-

that where the system of agriculture, as | put in the proportion ol four ounces of
| saltpetre to each gallon.  In this souk the

in the Northern and Eastern States, is |~ d f 9 i
upon a smaller scale, and in many parti- | ‘I'.cef-.‘ :.m"d"m,m 48 hours, wh":' l:wy will
i e ’ | be fit fo 5 5 ¥ :
culars necessarily different fromn ours, | rt 1”’;!' d l"_'” ﬁh yon !ﬂ elt em ?".l
[the climate being so much less favorable | or {hat purpoue; zoll theim (I paster j ”
re clunale being T | Ih. of seed 1o the acre is about the right
than ours to thé growth of Indian.corm,] | gyantity, though 1 Ib. sowed with great
1 . - . . A =]
the !wl;i culture of roots may form an es- ' .are would answer.
sential part of it, But here, in a corn, | After Culture.
wheat, and tobicco growing country,|  After the beets come up and are three
where all the mannre we can raise is re. |or four inches high, let careful hands go
quired for those crops ; where, among the through them and thin them out, %0 asto

corny apon zood land, we can raise lurge

These, however, are only my own no. |

| little consideration ; but I shall be grafi- |

The soil best adapted to the growth of
|

With a wa- |

stand from eight to twelve inches apart in
the rows. And ns the beets generally
come up double, one must be drawn out,
i otherwise they are liable to grow erooked,
or lap over each other, and materially les-
sen the product. At the time this thin-
ning is going on, the beets should have
the ground stirred around them and be-
| tween the rows, so as to leosen the earth,
‘and cut up every vestige of weeds or

| grass.

| Ifa small cultivator, 18 inches wide,
were to be procured, to run between the
rows, it would lessen the cost of culture
' wonderfully, as then the hoes would only
' have to stir the earth around and between
the roots. The great object in cultiva-
ting those roots, is to keep the giass

pand sufficiently to repress their growth.
Ina word, keep the earth loose and clean ;
but never hill. ITthe cultivator be passed
three times through them, and the hoers
| weed between and around the roots that
number of times effectually. the business
of culture will be found to have been per-
| formed. _
Pulling tle Leaves.

Late in the sumwmer, when pastures
' begin to decline, and afford but little suc-
’culent food to the milch cattle, the leaves
of cither of these beets will be found to
furnish a most excellent resource, as they
may be stripped of all their foilage except
the crown leaves, without injury to the
root, at least three times between that
time and their being harvested. Instrip-
ping the leaves, they should be pinched off
with the finger and thumb.

We have thus early called attention to
this subjeet, in the hope that it may awa-
ken a sufficient degree of enterprise to
induce many tocommence the culture, as
we are certain that, if they but once make
a beginning they will continue 1t.

EXPERIMENTS WITIL BONE MANURE.
To the Editor of the Farmers' Register.

Fawrfaz county, Va., Dec. 10th, 1840.

On reading the article headed ¢ Extra.
neous Manures,’ page 589, October num.
ber of the farmers’ Register, [ am remind.
ed of my promise to give you the results
of my experiment with bone-dust, or more
properly speaking, crushed bones, as a
manure,

My first application of hone manure
was on turnips, in 1883; the result, so
far as relates to the first erop and the ex-
| pensc, is slated at page 152-3, vol. Tth
| ol the Register. 1 have therefore only

being passed over e ground tengehwise | o 11 the results of two years’ additional

icxperieucc in the use and effect of bone
| manure in comparison with stable or oth.
er putrescent inanures produced on a farm.
In order to ascertain, with s much

| precision as I could, the requisite quanti-
| ty of bone per acre, as well as to be pre.
Ccise in its application and cot purison
with other manures, 1 laid off an acre of

| around which 1 designed for turnips, and
| divided it into eighty-one equal parts by
1 cross furrows at the proper distance. Up-
"on two-thirds of the ground thus laid off,
‘a good two-horse cart load of stable or
' farin yard manure was dropped in each
square, which ol course was manuring al

the good rate of 81 loads per acre. To

other parts of the ground, crushed bones

| from the Roxbury [Mass.) mills were ap-
'- plied at the rate of 15, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50,
60, 70, and 81 bushels to the acre, pure

“as they came to me, without adulteration
or admixture of any kind. On ihe resi-

' due of the acre, a compost, consisting of
| the summer scrapings of the cow yard,
witliout straw or litter of any kind, with
,only 8 per cenl. of bone, was applied at
| the rate of 13 loads, of 25 bushels each,
 per acre. ‘The ground had previously
'been well ploughed early in the spring,
'and a dressing of good fresh lime had
| been applied on the first harrowing. ‘The
' farm-yard manure was regularly distribu.
'ted on the ground and lightly ploughed
“in a5 fast as spread ; having previvusly,
'as well as every other part of the ground,
{received a good dressing of plaster of
'Paris, The bone manure and compost
g were harrowed in with a heavy two.horse
harrow, and the ground so rested until

the appearance of rain, the 8th of August,

' when, immediately preceding a shower,
| the secd was sown and well harrowed in.
"T'he rain which fell was not a soaking
| one, but a transient sutmer-shower,much
' of which ran off, especially from that por-
tion of the ground to which the bone ma-

| nure had been applied ; the part manured
| from the farm.yard, presented a rather
| more uneven surface, one consequently
' more favorable for the reception and re-
'tention of rain, which fact was well esta.
' blished by an examination of the ground
" the next morning, when I found that the

i moisture had penetrated at least two in- |
ficient quantity to float the seed, into this | ches deeper in the one case thun in the |

"ather, and which circumstance gave (o
| that portion of the ground manured from
| the farm.yard a very decided advantage
| over the bone manure for the first two
| weeks, or until ample rain supplied sufh-

| cient moisture. The ground upon which |

| this experiment was made i8 high and
‘dry, and was, at the time, exceedingly
| poor stiff clay land, upon which [ had, in
| vain, two years in succession, tried to
lproducc black-eyed peas.

and weeds down until the leaves ex- |

The growth of turnips on such parts of
the land as had reccived not less than 60
bushels of crushed bone, was quite equal
in the end to the best growth when the
farm.manure was used at the rate of 81
cart loads to the acre ; whilst the growth
on all smaller allowances of bone, was
inferior, and most so where the least quan-
tity was used. But on that portion of
the ground which was dressed with the
bone compost, as above stated, the growth
throughout was decidedly superior to any
other part, and the product, at maturity,
was at least onc.third more than was pro-
duced on an equal quantity of the ground
manured from the stables. The succeed.
ing year, 1839, the entire acre was plant.
ed with sugar beets, and every part treat.
ed precisely alike, viz. : the seed drilled
and covered by hand with a light com-
post from baskets; the crop, owing te an
unfavorable season and neglect of early
weeding, was nothing extraordinary,
though decidedly best where the bone
manure had been applied, The heet
erop was followed this year, (1840,) by
Italian spring wheat. The growth of
straw was most splendid, but like our
winter sown wheat and rye, this season,
was almost ruined by the rust; but in
this, the third crop in two years from our
manuring, the superierity of the bone
manure was more apparent than ever,
and as before, on that portios of the
ground to which the compost was applicd
was greatly superior to every other part,
and even on those parls of the ground
where the smaller portions of bone had
heen applicd, the straw was as heavy as
it was on the gronnd which had received
manure from the farm at the rate of 81
loads per acre. The wheat stubble was
not grazed after harvest, and although
the season was very dry, the volunteer
red-clover and crah.grass, following a
spring crop, was so rank as to make it
exceedingly difficult to turn it under, with
a first.rate (wo-horse plough, with the
usual appendage of a heavy chain! Thus
affording incontestable proof of the, as
vet, undiminished effuct of the bono ma-
nure under most sevese cropping.

Of the compost above described, I ap-
plied, at the rate of 100 bushcls per acre,
to a poor piece of newly mowed meadow,
(in 1833 ;) the succeeding crop was more
than doubled by the application ; the crop

of tha prosant yenr (1840) was still better
than the last, and from the after.growth

this vear, I have little doubt of lurther
and progressive improvement for several
vears to come, as the coarser particles of
the bone are not yet entirely decomposed.
A piece of wheat on which a like propor-
tion of the bone compost was applied, and
harrowed in with the sced, was greatly
benefitted by the application; and the
clover which followed the wheat was 100
per cent. better than that on either side
of the bone compost belt, which ran
through the field, although the other parts
of the field were similarly treated, excep-
ting only the addition of not more than
at the rate of 24 bushels of bone manure
to the acre. The conclusions, then, to
which my mind is brought by the forego-
ing experiments arc,

First. That when applied at the rate
of from 30 to 80 hushels per acre, on the
exhausted lands of Virginia, one bushel
of crushed hone is more than equal toone
carl load of 25 bushels of gond farm-yard
manure, in its effect upon the first crop.
Sccondly, That the effect of bone manure
is more durable than that of any putres-
cent manure usually produced on a farm.
Thirdly, That when applied on land
which is in good heart, the effect is much
more powerful than it is en very poor
land. Fourthly, That when combined
with manure and applicd in the form of
compost, the effect, both instant and re-
mote, far exceeds any other application
of the components when separated with
which [ am acquainted or ever witness.
ed. And lastly, If stable manure has to
be purchased or even hauled more than
half a mile from your stables, bone ma-
nure at fifty cents per bushel, the price
it cost me delivered on the farm, is the
cheapest manure of the two.  Yours,

Tuoxas Ap C. Joxes.

PIG OIL AND WHALE OIL.

Two lamps of same size and pattern,
were filled and trimmed precisely alike,
one with lard oil, which cost 75 cents
per gallon, and the other with sperm oil,
which cost 87 1.2 cents per gallon. The
lard oil burned out in seven hours; the
sperm vil lasted eleven and a quarter

hours.

ConrssTaLk “Sveaa.—We have received from
Mr. Webb, of Wilmington, (Del.) whose experi.
ments in making maize sugar have been so widely
published, a sample of his sugar. It is of a very
light celor, and of delicious flavor, but of finer
grain than the best New Orlcaus sugar, and not
0 well crystallized. A gentleman in this neigh-
borhood intends to cultivate an acre of Indian com
for sugar this year, and he says he will convince
the West that 1,000 pounds can be produced from
an acre.—Louisrille Journal.

REPORT
OF THE POST MASTER GB“.‘I'C_
Poat Orrice DEPARTMENT,

December 3d, 1843,

To the President of the Uniled States—

Sir: In presenting (o your considora-
tion a report of the condition snd opera-
tions of the Post Office Department for
the year preceding the 30th of June,
1842, it affords me pleasure to say its
condition has been improved, and the ser.
vice has heen attended with more than or-
dinary success, whether considered in
reference to the management of its finan-
cial concerns, or the regularity and ex-
tent of ils operations,

A public service, which requires the
agency of 13,733 postmasters and clerks,
2,343 contractors and their agents; cov-
ering, during the year, 34,835,891 miles
of transportation, and extending alinost to
the door of every citizen. must encoun-
ter difficalties, and be subjected to occa.
sienal irregularities, not only from the
neglect of some of its numerous agents,
but from physical causes, not in the power
of this Department to overcome.

When the vast machinery of the Gen.
eral Post Office, the minutencss of its
details, and the character of the majority
of the roads over which the mail is trans.

ported, are contemplated, there should be
more of astonishment at the general reg-
ularity of the service, than of surprise and
discontent at occasional fuilures. Abso-
lute certainty and unbroken regularity in
the arrival and departure of the mails, at |
all times, cannot and oaght not to be ex-
pected. Andit is with pleasure I bear
testimony, on this occasion to the general
zeal and fidelity of those employed in this
branch of the public service.

The whole amount of mail transporta-
tion for the year ending June 30th, 1841,
was 34,996,525 miles, at a contract cos'
of 83,159,375. The whole amount of
transportation for the year ending June
30th, 1842, was 34,835,991 miles, at a
contract cost of $3.087,796.

‘I'he amount of expenditure of the de-
partment, for the year ending June, 1842,
was estimated, in my report of Dccemberl
inst, at $4,490,000. The revenue to be
derived fromn postage, &c. in the same re.
port, was estimated at $4,380,000. The
amount estimated for the expenditure did
not include the sums due by the depart.
ment prior to the 31st March, 1841.—
Thus exhibiting a probable liability of
$110,000 beyond its cstimated current re-
ceipts of that year.

‘Lo hring the expenditures within. the
income of the Department was a duty de-
manded at my hands by a regard for the
observance of the principle upon which I
desire to conduct the administration of the
General Post Office, viz: that while the
Department should not be regarded as a
source of revenue to the Government, it
must not become an annual charge upon
the public treasury.

To effect this object, great labor and
minute attention have been bestowed by
all concerned.

A revision of post-roads and post-offices,
necessary toa reduction of unprofitable
routes, and the discontinuance of unpro-
ductive and useless post offices, and tho
substitution of others at more important

woull be sulliciant is mont s Aerwenl

for several years, I have, in effect, ordered

{ their manufacture to cease.

By the report of the third assistant, it
will be seen that the expenditure for mail
bags was, in the year 1837, $56.702 28

In 1838, 38,737 36
In 1839, 36,082 46
In 1840, 35,337 23

From 1st April, 1841, to 1st April, 1842,
Isl:'o amount expended was but $13,566.

From l1st April, 1842, to 1st Oct., 1842
—6 months—87,640 59. A large pro-
proportion of which was for mail bage
manufactured prior to 1841.

It is important, in every branch of the
public service, to impress upon those in its
employment the necessity of taking care
of, and preserving the public property.—
This is best done, by the adoption of an

trative duties; and, when they prove
themselves faithless or negligent, (o ap-
point others in their places.

The good effects of this rule aze striet-
ly illusirated, not only in the iem of ex-
penditure just enumerated, but they are
manifested thrcughout the resuits of tha
cntire year’s service. _ -

It will be secn, by reference fo my re-
port of December last, that the amount
received from postage on letters and news.
papers, and fines, for the year, commenc-
ing 1st July, 1840, and ending 30th June,
1841, was stated to he $4,379,317 78.

The amount arising from the same
sources for the year ending 30th June,
1842, is $4,546,246 13. 'Thus showing
an increase of the revenue of the Depart-
ment, of $166,982 35, over the revenus
of the preceding year.

This incrcase has not been the result of
an increase of mail matter, I am per-
suaded, but has arisen from a moresyste-

‘The gross cxpenditnres of the

so far as they have been audited and paid,
are 84,027,716 62—excecding \heamount
derived from postage, during the same
year, $81,470 49. > _ :

It will be remembered that by the act
approved the 9th September, 1841, there
was appropriated, * to enable the Post Of-
fice Department to meet its engngements
am(l):‘)a);litn deblt:rlhe sum of $482,657,

this sum there has been expended,
during the last fiscal year, lh:! sum of
$392,664 51, in satisfaction of demands
against the Depuartment, prior tothe month
of Apnl. 1841, Ther i
Clerk upon this subject, No. 1, wi
more in detail the application of this fund,

There remained unexpended of this ap-
propriation on 30th June, 1842, $89,902.
49, to meet such other demaads as may
be established to be due prior to 3lst
March, 1841. 4 G

‘The sum of $392.664 51 constilules
no part of the $4.546,246 13, given above
as the revenue for the last yeur derivable
from postage and fines. It dau,w.;
constitute part of the 84,637,716 62,th
gross expenditure for that year, and, if de.
ducted, will show the gross expenditur
for ordinary current service, lo b 34,235,
052 11. o S
This would present anapperent balaace,

points bettor suited to the public wants ; |
the institution of a system for the preser. |
vationand safety of the public property, |
and the reduction of useless expenditures, |
was a task requiring no ordinary portion
of labor and time, and its performance
could net fail often to subject the the head
of the Department to censure and eriti-
cism from those who did not fecl the ne-
cessity of the measuros adopted. The
effect has been salutary tothe public ser-
vice, us well in reference to its income, as
to 1ts usefulness and cost. I refer you to
the reports of the 1st and 3d assistant
postinasters general, which will give more
in detail the effect which has been produ-
ced by the measures adopled.

Useless and unproductive routes have
been discontinued; while others, more
convenient, less expensive and more pro- |
ductive, have been substituted. In many |
instances, where the nature and size of |
the mail did not demand the higher grade
of service, the less expensive modes of
transportation have been cmployed. This
may be more satisfactorily illustrated by
a reference to the service in the North-
western and Southeastern Districts, com-
prising the States of Michigan, Iudiana,
Illinois, Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee,
Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas and Lou-
isiana, and the territorics of Wisconsin
and lowa, prior tothe lat July, 1842, and
the service under the recent lettings.

‘I'he whole number of miles of mail ser-
vice in these distsicts annually was 11,- |
005,865, costing annually the sum of |
81,102,045 prior to the 1st July last.—
‘I'he recent contracts require the transpor- |
tation of the mail in each year, 11,424, |
128 miles, at a cost of $957,768—thus |

418,263 miles more of ser- |

:ice. for 8144,277 less expense. And I i

do not hazard much when I assert that |

this saving has been made while the ser- l

vice itself has been, in the aggregate, |
reatly improved.

aiving in fact,

‘I'he heretofore heavy expenditure of |
mail bags and locks has been greatly re- |
Entertaining the opinion that by .

duced.

a proper system of preservation, and a'

just responsibility imposed upon public
agents, the number of maii bags on

was cq'l‘d

hand
| to the wants of the service, and
5 1

or an excess of revenue, over expenditure
of 311,194 02.

As it is highly probable that there aro
yet claims unsatisfied, not having been
presented for payment, and claims which
were due prior to that time, and which, if
presented, would have beea audited and
paid within the year, and which have
been paid since 30th Jume, 1841, and
consequently will be charged in the ex-
penditures for the current year, it is.not
intended to convey the idea that this
£311,194 02 is a surplus on hand, but it
is a fact from which I am authorized to

state that the income of the Depar t
| Gitdios

has becn equal to its current expen
during the year cnding in June; and it
induces me to hope that, unless the bur-
dens of the service shall be too greatly
augmented by theadditional rates created
by the act of the last session of Congreds.
the Department will, in future, be enabled
to sustain itself., [ cannot antieipate,
however, any great extension of the ser-
vice, beyond its present limits and amount,
unless Congress shall, in some mode, re-
lieve the department from the heavy an-
nual demands made upon its income by
rail road transportation, and protect it b
appropriate legislation, sgainst the inroad
upon it by private uxpresscs and rival mail
establishments.

It affords me great satisfaction to report
to your Excellency, that every legal de-
mand by the contractors, properly vouched,
upon the Department, for services render-
ed since | have had the honor of superin.
tending its operations, has been promptly

aid.
¥ Justice to contractors requires that. as
soon as they have performed the service,
they should be paid. To enable the De-
partment to do this, punctuality on the
part of postmasters in the payment of the
balance due from them at the end of each
quarter, is all imporlant. s

In every instance where there has been
a failure on the part of such pestmasters
to meet the drafls of the General Post Of-
fice, I have felt it a duty mot to be omit-
ted to relieve such from the burden of of-
ficial duty. The knowledge of the
existence of this rule bas banished defal-
cation from the department.

approgriate system, and holding to a just
mpoﬁibility those charged '1—-

of

matic and vigilant execution of the law.

ment for the year ending 30th June, 1842, .
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