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ENGLISH AGRICULTUNE—A GLANCE AT ITS
PROGRESS AND FROSPECTS.
By John Hannam, North Deighion, Weth.
erby, Yorkshire, England.—( Concluded.)
And the general results of the same a.
ency throughout England are, that
wheat, instead of being a luxury confined
to the rich, is now the staff of the poor
man’s strength. The quaking morass
and the arid moor wave with the golden
grain, and the acre which formerly gave
back four times the sced, now returns il
from eight (o ten fold. Tnstead, too, of
winter being a scason of starvation to the
cattle, when existence was all that could
be hoped for, it is now essentially the sea-
son for fatand plenty ; for, it is now es.
sentially the season for fat and plenty;
for if the turnip cultivation has given the
grazier the power of increasing the quan-
tity, the skill of the breeder has cq'mll_y
increased the quality of his stock. This
will be seen from the estimated weight of
cattle and sheep at Smithfield market, at
three different periods, by Davenant,
McCulloch, and Youatt.
1810, Davenant estimates cattle al 26 st.
6 bs. Sheep and lambs, 2 st each.
1830, McCullach do do 39 st. 4 lbs.
do 3. st. 8 lbs.
1840, Youatt  do
do 6st. 6 Ibs,
But all these may be summed up in one
grand national result, that while we have
wazed in name and in numbers. we have in.
creased still faster in wealth and in the
means of life.*
Such, then, is a brief glance at the
rogress of English agriculiure. Trivial
as has been the record which we have
been able to give ofit, suflicient of both
cause and effect has been developed, in
the history of the past, to make our pro.
phecy for the future a golden one,  Suach
prospects, we are inclined to believe, are
not merely because it is natural to look
through the pust to the prospective, and
it-is natural also for the ebject to assume
a tinge from the medinm :i.r_nn;_;h w!izch
it is viewed, but because it is an axiom
that like causes produce like effects; so
the means which have done so much for
agniculture, being continued 1n operation,
it is fair to presume will yet do more.
And that the same agency will continue
tooperate, we may the more safely judge,
because the nearer we look to the present,
the more we sce its clfects. Thus we
know that since the commencement of
the present century, our produce has in.
creased faster than our pepulation.  Be.
tween 1300 and 1820, this 15 evident,
but it is more so from 1820 te the present
time. Thus, even Mr. Mscculloch says,
« The price of wheat in England, at an

do 46 st. 12 |bs.

sure bills were passed, and 340,330 acres
reclaimed; and vet it is a remarkable fact
that the necessities of life were more
plentiful in the latter period than in the
former.

The advance, therefore. thai has heen
made is an advance that cannot be forgot.
ten. Itisan achievement of mind over
the mysteries of matler; and now, that the
fruit of the conquest is tasted, it will in-
cite to other and more extensive exploits.

But while the past peformances and
present principles of agriculture entitle
us to hold out such prospects, and to
anticipate, with a hope amounting to
conviction, that they will be gloriously
realized, we must not forget that the
brightest object has a shadow. So, it is
our duty to notice that even now a cloud
hangs about the horizon, which, by threa-
tening the glory of the day, throws a
partial gloom over the brightness of the
morning of these prospects. Thus, with
a full knowledge of what has been dene,
and what may yet be done, if he be per
mitted to use the same means, the English
farmer is, at the present time repressedin
his exertions by a fear which is not with.
out somo foundation. The immense
efforts made by a certain class to deprive
him of the protection, on the faith of
which he has buried his capital in the
improvement of the soil, is this founda-
tion. Ttis not our object to discuss the
merits, or the demerits of the free trade
theory ; so fur, however, as it interferes
with the prospecis of agriculture, as faith-
ful chroniclers, we must allude to it. And
that it should ia somne degree mar these
prospects is nol strange, wheun it is  con-
sidered that the declared object of the
theory is to reduce the price of the
English farmer’s  products to a level
witn those of thz continent, and the de-
clared (vide Lord John Russclls specch)
that two or three miliions of acres of
land must go out of cultivation ; and ac-
cording to Lerd Spencer, that even the
good land would go out of corn cultivation,
and be converted into pasturage,

Knowing, then, these designs, knowing
‘oo, that in his present sitnation in socie.
ty, with heavily taxed soils, and with
dear labor, he cannot compete with the
produce of the untaxed soil and cheap la.
bor of the continent; and that the land
upon which he has invested the must cap.

ital in improvements or 1n tillage, must
suffer first, because the interest of this

capital has to be repaid by the increused
crop. and because the management of
such soils are the most expensive (as na.
tural deficiencies cannot be supplied arti- |
ficially without exprnse.) Knowing, we
say, this, isit pessible for Lim, al the pre-
sent time not Lo feel misgivings, to hesi.
tate, and often to finally relinquish  those
improvements which, were he sure of
reaping a fair return for his capital, he
would undertake!?

Whether or not it be proper national
policy to experiment with such a great
important interest, and to produce so
much certain evil for an uncertain good ;
whether or not it he justice to unroof one
house to repair another ; and whether or
not Mr. Van Buren’s opininn, that “ noth-
ing can compensate a nation for a depen-
dence upon others for the bread they eat,”
be a fallacious one, [leave. Thus much,
however, we are compelled to say, that
the very agitation of the question, and |

| the possibility ofa measure heing passed

by the Legislature which would reduce
the farmer’s produce to a rate lower than
he can afford, has a tendency to mar, in
some degree, the present prospects of
English agriculture, and to check that
spirtt of improvement that has already se-

average of the ten years ending with 1320,
was noless than 83s. 6. per quarter: iis |
average price has since, as we have just |
seen, been reduced to 58s. 1131 per |

rter; and vet, notwithstanding this tre- |
mendous fall, a most extraordinary imn.
provement has taken place in agriculture
since 1820, so much so, that we now pro-
vide for an allitional popula‘ion
not only withoul any increase, bu: wih
a very considerable diniaution of imporia

"

If we look, however, from 1830 1o 1840, 1
ol | portion of our subject, incline us to believe

in | that bright prospects have yet to be realiz-
led; and a knowledge of the position

we still see more clearly the operation
of the spirit of progression; and
the individual and united efforts of
the agriculturists, in fostering every
germ of improvement. at this present
moment, we have a still surer
that it is not yet inoperative. If we
know, then, that the wheel of improve.

us has kept increasing up to the present
time, may we not conclude that it will
not vet stop?

But there 13 anotlier
which induces us to picture bright pros.

ts for agricvliure. ‘The progress
which has been lately made has not been
a progress or extension of the practice
mercly, but an extension of the L'mm.lc-{!;-;i:
of the science of agriculture; for if we
Jook to the 20 years preceding 1520, we
shall find that 1677 enclosure bills were
pnmd, and that 3,069,910 acres n['_ lanf:l
were brought inte cultivation, » hile in
the ten yearsafter 1820 only 1506 enclo-

y
rSufl.

*In 1837, the manor {arm at Hawstead, '8
olk) produced on
wheat, or not quite 8} bushels per acre. Tre.
average of England is sow 24 bashcls per ache
Acoording to the same authority, (Cullum’s Haw.
stead,) 25 aeree of barloy retarned 40 g7e o bush-

[

[ that it will soon passaway.

consideration i

cured to England, along with its fast in.
creasing population, a still faster increas-
ing production of the necessaries of lile ;
and this atlained, it is said, that population
is the measure’s of @ nations prosperily ;
without it the index of lis ruin.

This, then, is the cloud which, by
threatening the future condition of agri-
culture, throws a partial gloom over its
present prospects. We say a partial
aloam, because we have every assirance
The reasons
adduced at the commencement of that

which the friends of agriculture hold in
the country, the exertions which they

evidence | have made to promate its improvement,

and their knowledge of itsimportance as
a national tnterest, convinces us that this

ment has had an impefus, and that impet. | cloud will not be permitted to destroy

‘them. Had this * heavy blow and great
' discouragement been contemplated before
Eoglish agriculture had assumed its pre-
sent standing,as a science, it might,per
haps, have been carried into  eflect. It
never can now. Ignoeranceandapathy
are no longer the characteristics of the
| guardians of thesoil.  The lamps of sci
ence shed their light over the once dreary
waste,and in it the s'atesman sows the

66 acres only 532 bushels of

| seeds of national independence and pros.
| perity, and the philosopher finds food for
| the mind ; and it will not be made the
'subjeet of an experiment. Never will
Isucha great interest be risked for the
sake of trying a novel theory.

‘This then assumed, what a field epens
to our view. By developing the same
spirit of progress which actuates maodern
science, agriculturo hasheeome identified
in principle, and conscquently  equally
identified 1n progress with it. Maved, then.

i of science, who can point out an end to its
progress orsay, “thus far” to its prospects?
Before the philosophic mind, whatever
may be its favorite sphere of action, there

| isample fool. In animal and vegetable
| physiology, in the formation, classifica-
tion, constitution, and fertilization of soils,
and in the elucidation of, and the supply-
ing the wants of vegetation, much has al-
ready been accomplished; but cur best
guarantee that much will yet be done is
the fact that much wants doing.

For instance, we know the structure
and peculiarities of vegetables, the chem-
ical constitution and mechanical process
of vegetation; but we are ignorant of the
clements of vitality. We know that cer-
tain soils are more fertile than others; we
can trace the constituent elements of
each, and discover external or mechanical
causes influencing the fertility, but of the
essential principle of nutrition—the elizir
vit@—or of the combination best adapted
to the wants of the vegetable hife, we can
scarcely be said toknow the least. We
may apply this ignorance to a single so'l,
how much, then, has to be accomplished
before it be removed in toto,

We know something of the uses of ani.
mal and vegetable manures; but how can
we know their proper economy till the
mystery of vegetation is more clearly
developed, and the constituents and eon.
ditinns best adapted to special cases as.
certained.  Much, in fact, has yet to be
developed before the essential elements of
the soil; the operation of each constituent,
the operation of various manures, and the
effects, mechanical and chemical produced
by certain crops, are clear to us; yet
these must be known hefore agriculture
reaches its fair and legitimate standing as
a science,and before we can produce the
conditions most essential to fertility,

To the practicalist are duties no less
urgent.
vocabulary the word best; to think noth.
ing good because it is old, and nothing
worthless because it is new, but to lend an
ohserving eye to its proof, and to endeav-
or to promulgate the truth that prac.
tical observation or scientific know.
ledge may have taoght him. For
much that is known has yet to be
applied to practice. ‘Thus geology has
given us a key to the formation, nature
and properties of soils, und their bases;
and affords us, as is evidenced by Sir J.
V. Johinson, [Jour. of the R. Agr. Soc. of
England, vol. 1, p. 273.) such practical
results, as.** 1. The knowledge ofapply.
ing lime.; 2. Laying down fields toadvan.
tage to grass, and when and how to plant
wheat ; 3. What trees to plant in each
stratum.”

Chemical analysis, too, supplies us with
the relative proportions of the constituents
of the soil, and shows us what clement or
carth it is deficient in. Geology again
teaches us where that element is found ;
yet how seldom do we find this method of
improving the soil resorted to, although
Davy long since made known that * the
best natural soils are those of which the
materials have been derived from differ-
ent strata, which have been minutely di-
vided by air and water,and are intimate-
ly blended together; and in improving
soils artificially, the farmer cannot do bet-
ter than imitate the process of nature.
The materials necessary for the purpose
are seldom far distant; coarse sand is often
found immediately on chalk, and beds of
sand and gravel are commonly below
clay. ‘The labor of improving the texture
is repaid by a great permanent advantage;
and capital laid out in this way secures
for ever the productivencss, and conse-
quently the value of the land.”  (Lecture,
p. 204.) Although, too, we arc aware,
from the writings of agricultural chemists,
of the high value of liquid manure—that,
in fact, 1 lb. of urine will produce one
Ib. of wheat, how seldom do we see it pre.
served atall, A writer in the Prize Essays
of the Highland Agricultural Society of
Scotland, (Quarterly Journal of Agr. for
this month, Dec. 1841,) calculates that
as much is lost as would, if applied, have
an effect equal to the whole of the lime,
rape dust and bones which are commonly
used,

By the amateur agriculturist, and in
this class we include statesmen and every
one who is a farmer by choice, much is
required. By him, an example should
be set, in the adoption of all improve-
ments, and jthe support of the mcans
which are publickly proposed for the en-
couragement of agriculture, and every
facility afforded to the tenant to follow
in his wake. Adopting this principle.
there is one change in his power to make
which wiil tend to stimulate the improve-
ment more than any other. This 18 a
change from the present tenant-at-will
system of letting farms, to the sort-lease
plan, with a corn rent, “depending on the

marketable price of the produce.” The
advantages resulting from this would be,

Ist. A tenant with capital equal to his
farm ; for he would never think of taking
it, as is often the case, now, till he met
wlth abetter, and after robbing it, or it

1 cngagemcul wou

by thesp.rit, and diregted by the pionecrs |

robbing hiin, for a few years, leave it for

1auothcr to experiment upon; but, as his

Id be one of some dura-

| tion, he would constder  well before he

l bargained, and after, he would endeavor
to make the best of it.

2d. As the only way to make the best

of it would be by good management, _ha

would lay his cepital our freely, being

Itis for him tobanish from his;

anre of his tenure, and consequently of

year plan. A landlord may be ever so li-
beral, and the tent may have great con.
fidence in him; still he is human and
may err, he is @ man and will die ; then
who can speak as to the consequences?
The prudent man, therefore, iscontent to
make such reforms in his farm as will be
gflmmedlata benefit, and to use his capital
in & manner thal it is alwaysat his com-
mand. This is the general rule—of
course there are exceptions.

3d. He would be partially preserved
from the pressure of the times, as his rent
would settle with the price of the grain.

4th. If from the above security to ten.
-ure-springs a liberal use of ecapital, and
from the security against bad times a
more equable condition to the farmer, the
general result must be an equal improve.
ment in the condition of agriculture itself.

All these heads might be illustrated by
many practical cases. The agriculture
of Scotland, where the system is largely
employed ; has made a most wonderful
progress in the face of every disadvantage
of soil, climate and locality. And we
can have no better proof of the value of
this svstem, than that afforded by the evi.
dence of the Scottish farmers, given be.
fore a committee of the House of Com.
mons in 1837. From this evidence we
are told that the great improvement made
in the agriculture of the Lothians, during
late years, is owing to the adoption of the
system of leasing. upon a rent regulated
by the price of corn; thal the improve.
ments ‘made by them, individually, on
their farms, would not have been made,
had they not had such leases; that in the
low seasons of 1834-35, &c. they were
preserved from much injury by the reduc-
tion of their rents, which fell immediately
with the price of corn. The evidence of
one of our first agriculturists, Mr. John
Ellman, corroborates these facts. And
wherever the system has been fairly tried
in England, its results are equally favoruble
to the improvement oi the soil.

Several English landlords have alreadyJ

adopted a measure so fraught with benefit
to the whole community, and which tends
to incrcase the production, and conse-
quently to decreasc the price of food. The
Earl of Leicester’s estates are already a
striking example of such results from
such an agency.
These then are a few, out of the many
steps which have to be taken in the march
of improvement. And though some of
them may be encompassed by difficulties,
which it appears impossible to overcome ;
they are, as we have said, so [ar from be.
ing dark spots in the prospects of agri-
culture, our best guarantee of theii being
realized. They are, in fact, the gollen
apples which will tempt the inquiring
mind, further and further forward in the
race of research ; they are incentives to
that observation and spirit of investiga-
tion to which agriculture owes so much,
and they must be useful. Without in-
centive man is powerless, with it he may
perform wonders; but he must do much.
For, if the mind once seeks, it must find
something; and it may he something of
more value than that which was originully
sought for. Thus, to the vain search
after the philosopher’s stone, we owe the
discovery of many chemical traths; and, to
the equally futile attempts at perpetual
motion, we are indebted for much thal is
ingenious and useful in mechanism.

« An apple’s fall, thus led the soarching eye,
To the deep mine of rich discovery.”

But there is another inlet, through
which I see a prospect of some agricul-
tural knowledge, shining upon Englanq.
The Chinese war, will, I hope, open this
door. How, will not require much ex.

planation. The present war is not an
opium war. As the Hon. John Quincy
Adams proves, (in his admirable lecture on
that part of the law of nations which applies
tothe existing war between Great Britain
and China.—(Boston Notion, Dec.—4th.)

The cause of the war is the Ko-ton! the
arrogant and insupportable pretensions of
China, that she will hold commercial inter-
course with the rest of mankind, not upon
terms ofequal reciprocity, but upon the insul-
ting, and degrading forms of m‘]atiou belv:\'een
iord and vassal.” England will bear this no
longer: the final instructions to the plenipo-
tentiary, demands that future intercourse shall
be carried on upon terms of equality, and z2c-
cording to the forms which regulate the com-
merce of uther nations ; imposts and restric.
tion upon certain articles, being, of course at
the opt:on of each party. That England will
compel the abandonment of what Mr. Adans,
tei1ns % an enormous outraga upon the rights
of human natuie, and the first principles of the
righte of nations,” is not a question of ability,
(I think.) but of will And that she has
the will her present preparations show -
Moreover, she must now have a trade upon
fair terms, or no trade; as she has gone so far
that the Chinese, if not forced, will not trade
atall. That they will be compelled to bow
to the laws of civilized nations, there 18 no
doubt. England will have the credit, and ali
the world the benefit, of having taught a lesson
of humility to, and of having laid the foundation
of the future civilization of a people whose
vanity and ignorance has hitherto induced
them to consider China, the very heart of the
universe, )

This accomplished, and agriculture must
benefit from it ; for though they are so exclu-
sive and ignorant, universally speaking, every
author allows that their practical agriculture
is the most perfect in the world. ~Let, tnen,
an intercourse upon equalterms, be fairly es-

goon be a barter of knowledge,
goods. By having

the eid of scientific principles, China hae mude

tablished with such a people, and there will p
as well as of|

made every art, an experi- |
mental one, a thousand years 3ago, without |

;eﬂﬁlng_ll_w benefit of his improvements. | many brilliant discoveries. It is, therefore,
nd thisis not the case under the year to | fairto presume, that if we carry principles, she
| will give ue in return, some facts, and amongst

the rest some agricuitural ones.

based upon ii.
rants such a superstructure. we have fully
shown. And our view of it, depends upon no
limited examination or partial deductions,
The movetnent that has been made, has been
a movement of mind, and with the principles
of philosophy as their lamp, its professors and
practicalists have become students in the store-
house of nature. Henceforward, the prospects
of agriculture are the prospects of science ;
and its future progress, will be the progress
of universal knowledge ?
*  x k¥ % -
Although writing currento calamo, there i3 a
question which [ feel inchined to ask, and an-
swer, before I close this paper. It is, what
is the American farmer to learn from a
consideration of the progress and prospects of
English agriculture ?
It was the saying of an ancient author, that
there never was a book from which snmething
good, might not be derived, so, in the following
manner, this imperfect sketch may not be un.
useful. As the history ofone man is the Pro
phecy,of another, as his iife is the record of cer.
tain principles of conduct tested by experience,
anJ a9 thatrecord shows what should be adop-
ted, and what rejected, if we would pursue, the
path of our predecessor ; so a glance at the pro-
gress, and prospective condition of English
agriculture affords a Jesson of instruction to
the Am rican agriculturist. In that sketch,
ne sees cause and effect developed ; if, there-
fore, there be avght therein, which is de.
irable, the cultivation of the same means,
will produce the sume result; for science is
universal ; she regards not the ties o1 kindred
or nationality, nor confines her gifts to the
«old” or “new world,” provided her deinands
which 2re equally universal and unalterable,
be satisfied. If, then, the achievemnents of
English agriculture be worth aiming at, the
pa*h which has been pursued, i3 worthy ofbe-
ing pursued again; or, in plainer words, he
present improved condition of the science in
England, will incite the American farmer to
employ the same means to attain the same
end ; and this is the more likely, because A-
merican agriculture has advantages which
are peculiar to itself. Thus, in the first place,
t isnot an old practice, and there is consequ.
ently, no fixed spirit of imitation or custom to
remove, before advancement can be made.
2d. As this is the case, and as many of her
farmers are strangers to the country, and to
prevailing custems, they are compelled to make

* *

wluch, at an early era, China owes her present
agricultural excellence ; and to her obedience,
though late, to the same principle, England
as we have shown, 18 indehted fur “the pro-
gress and prospects” of her agriculture.

3d. Having, in many cases brokenfrom fami.
ly and fatherland associatiors, these farmers,
must possess some energy of mind, a qualifica-
tion which will, at least, teach them “to know
themselves,” the first step to knowledge and
induce them to adopt every means of im~
proveraent which is in Lheir power,

4th. 'I'he American farmer is generally the
freeholder or owner of the farm ﬁe cultivates.
The improvements he makes, are, therefore,
his own, without doubt, and his best policy is
to increase the value of his property.
That these influences are in operation at
the present moment, this volume of “‘transac-
tions,” is sufficient evidence. It is impossible,
therefore, that a giance at English experience
can be uninteresting or useless, J. H.

North Deighton, Wetherby, Yorkshire, Dec.
31, 1841,

From the South.Western Farmer.
Urica, 10th July, 1842,

Messrs Editors:—[ nhave read with
much pleasure, on the pages of your val-
uable paper, the communication signed
«Farmer,” on the subject of curing cotton;
and in reply to a previous article of my
own. [tisa subject which has hitherto
causcd but little enquiry in Hinds, altho’
of equal or greater importance than the
culture of the article, or any other calling
the attention of the cotton planter. |
beg leave to state that there is not so
great a difference in our plan as “Far.
mer”’ supposes, particularly in the picking
and drying process. He suns until the
dew is dried cut;” L. until the “seed
'erack.” Now, if the dew be *dricd out”
of the ripe cotton, the seed will undoubt-
edly be hard. There 1s however, part:c-
ularly in the early partof the season, a
ood deal of green cotton that requires
drying, although but little or no dew
will have fallen on it, which would
otherwise become blue in colour, al-
though “Farmer” should move or scat-
ter itabout in his house once aday for two
months. By the “dinzy red” I had re-
ferenca to the colour given to cotton
by the plan pursued by a great
majority of our farmeis, wviz: lious.

then “heats,” and [ have absclutcly scen
it smoXe.

wFarmer” is certainly well aware that
cotton, altho’ as dry assun could dry it

a sweat. 1 let it sweat, uninterrupted,
when, not only the dew is dried out of
the fibre, but the sap out of the green
seed. The vegetable oil is then pure and
imparts to the fibre wgoftness, toughness,
pliancy,” and a better color than a steam
of dew, sapand oil comhmec_l. ‘

“The reason of its being “impossible to
\ make fine cotton of that suffered to re-
main in the field for a length of time” is,
(hat it injures thebody andstrength of the
fibre, which #Farmer” is willing to allow.
Ic also acquires a dingy blue colour—im-

the leaves impregnated by the colouring
matter of the same; by the bell of that
ortion adhering thereto, and Dby the
particles of dricd Y&af fulling on it, which
all the hicating thaf “Farmer¥ cculd give
it would not change.

'

Such, then, is a briefglance at the progress
of English agriculture, and at the prospects
That such a foundation war-

i*a practice of observation; to the adoption of

_ The case of Messrs M. and P. does not .
in my opinion settle the question in dise
pute. M. might have sold his cotton for
nine cents, P. fin ten—while Messrs. A,
B. and C., farmers pursuing my plan, have
been on the same day selling theirs for
fifteen.

Now, Messrs. Editors, [ wasalso raised
where a considerable nttention was paid
to the quality of cotton. Ihave also “pick-
ed, ginned, helped press,” drove the horse;
sold the cotton, and, “infandum Regina”=-
spent the money. Although I may not
be so old a planter as “Farmer,” nor live
on so long a creek, yet I will bet my bob-
tail pony against his sorrel horse, that,
if [ should not out-write him, [ will next
fall out-sell hitn in the New Orlcans mar.
ket,

In conclusion, I will remark that Mr,
Blailock, 2 gentleman formerly of the
same country with myself, and who, by
the by. is well informed on thase things,
informs me that [ have neglected to men-
_tion. in my last communication; a very
important malter in relation to the con-
struction of the Gin Stands used by my
father and many others, whose cotton com-
manded the highest prices, viz: that the rag
cylinder had a diameter of twelve or thir.
teen inche> and the brush full twenty.
eight, being much greater than those a
good deal in use throughout this county.
He thinks a cylinder and brush of that size
will make better cotton than the smaller.
Messrs Broomfield & Woolly of Utica, ex.
tensive Manufacturers of Gin Stands,
think differently, yet are anxious to have
the experiment (ried. Certainly, the
next thing of importance to the curing
cotton is the ginning. A few
spent in repairing the Gin will be @
than doubly replaced in the differcnee
the sale of the cotton. Suppose the. di
ference in the sale of the article w
only be a cent, thero would then be
gain to him who made fifty bules of two.
hundred dollars; and only think

of o <
cents, a diffcrence which [ am con!ﬁ ”

would he made by the alteration of some
Gins [ haveseen, and there then weuld
be a gain of one thousand dollars, save
perhaps fifty, seventy.five or even & hume.
dred that he would pay the Ginwright. =
R. NUTP.

CORNSTALK SUGAR,

We understand that one of our subser »

w SRpESvipd e

hersliving beyond the Mississippi springs.
has a fine crop of filteen acrescorn, sowm
broudcast, with which he intend: .
make the cxperiment of supplying hig
plantation with sugar and molasses.
wish him the utmost success, and
he will let us hear from him, If Mr, Ells.
worth and Mr. Webb, in their l}ﬁﬁﬁ
upon this subject, are correct, of which -
we have no reason to doubt, the time is.
not far distant when the sugar plantations
of Louisiana may be turned to some other
business—for every family in the U.
States will be able to manufacture its
own sugar and molasses.

From the Connecticut Farmer’s Ga-
zelle.
A CHAPTER ON COMPOSTS., =
Mr. Storer,— Notwithstanding the
great value in which this kind of manure
is held by most of the farmers, yet it is
believed by us that there are yet many
farmers who do not make a single shovel.
ful of this Compost manure in a year,—
—To all such we would say, make a be-
ginning this scason, and my word for it
you will never regret it, nor the time
spent in this business, which will add
and increase the fertility of your lands.
The business of Compost making is so
well understood by most of the farmers,
that it nceds no particular description,
It is made by mixing together rich sods,
wash of the roads, swamps, mud and
muck, stable manure, green weeds, and
all kinds of vegetable matter, with s mix-
ture of lime, aslies, or plaster, as the case
may bo.
We have for two seasons past made
about forty loads single, of this valuable
manure, and we find it good for every

will, when thrown into a bulk, go through |

parted perhaps by the drippings of dew off

kind of crop, particularly for a top dres-
sing for corn and potatocs, meadows, and

'the like. Not having sufficient room

in our barn yard for making the Compost
heap, we make it by the road-side, having

|ing it without any sunning whatever. It} yi0d wall for the back side of the heap.

We then raise it up to the top of the wall,
and then, alter we have made it of suffi-
cient width,and length, we turf it up at
the side and the ends. It happens that
we have not a swamp upon our farm, so
that in making our compost we do not
have swamp mud or muck. However, as
a substitute for this, we go into the woods
and get leaves, and scrape off one or two
inches off the top of the ground, which to-
gother with the hall decayed vegetablo
mnatter, forms some of the best materials
for mixing with the compost heap, that
wo have ever tried, Lime or ashes
shoula be used in wuking compost, ag they
hielp to decompose the vegetable mafter,
and also to make the whole mass !

ly decomposed. Some experiments lave
heen made, with both ashes and lime, for
a test; and the result was in favor ol ash.
es,as being the best. We infend to try
ashes this season in making eur compost,

—There afe spveral kinds of liquidy




