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\iz. PRESTON'S SPLEECH.
pepws oF Tur Hox. W. C. Prestoy,
oF Soprit CAROLINA. ON THE VETO
powexn. anp iy rRePLY T0o MR. Cray or
Kextucks, delivered in the Senate of
United States. Apnil 1347,

: A r. Preston said: [T consulted my own
Hons | o oy, Mr. President,’T would think from
| p!aciﬁg mysclf thus in immediate contrast

\ith my distingaished friend from Ken.

4 enndition,

< laced upon the ercle in Zoo
poun is.

tip upeleven or twel e handred
Yet that such is the fiet, | have in many

under  earefu!
n

[£7]

instances rxprrienced,
watchinz, during the last 12 Vears.
this country, too, all reminscepso® 20 to
the same effect. 1 ln_\-.:elg‘ am engaged :
in breeding, and althous® 1 keej: st
of other descripuans to sa‘'isfy some o

mv customensE Expect success in the pro-
duction @f superior animals, from the | yuoke and shrink from the cold regard of
anement | have mentioned alone. | those whose eves arc idly bent upon any
1 will relute one instance, as it 0CCUT- | (e who wucceeds him.  Thus self-noglect
red, which i well impressed upon MV pwever, will show how deep and earaes.
memory, for it served to set me earnestly | .o (he convictions which make me dis-
a thinking on the suhject. A dozen VAT | qu¢ not only from the general conclus-
since, when 1 first entered practically |1 oo0 bat from most of the particelar views,
upon agricultural emplovment, a gpnrie-]whwh have besn urged upon us, and
mau of the first standing 1n my neizhbar. | against which [ seize even so unfavorable
hood. had a rongh.built, aged, Iw!nu', or : an occasion toenter my protest. | shall
grey horse, some 16 1.2 hands high, which : With his ac-

eiekia k 0 h | do so earnestly, but briefly.
was known for oue of the best of horses | . i\ med frankness, my honorable “friend
for all work. A partof my farm lving

placed his proposition. to limit the Exe-

1
|
i
L

|

along the road isof a dry sandy loam. | o ve veto, before the people in the late
which grows the sweotest of feed ; and | presidentiul contest, and pledged himsell
when aftera hard day’s work the horse |, move upon it in the way which he has
was turned out on the commen 1 front | i duy redeemed. The subject was
nf_'hls owner's house, he was apt to take a ¢ refore fully presented for discussion;
mile walk for the sake of the he.‘ ter foed 'and after the maturest deliberation 1 could
of my field=. One day a boy came to take | give tait, not without a strong bias from
him away just as I was mounting l"' "_"1" ' the high autharity of my honorable friend,
tawards his owner’s, on a fast walking [ wascompelled to differ with him, and
pony. As we rode along together, ‘on all fit occasions, before the public ex-
found that my nag was of no account, |, . e that diference with entire candor.
even at his best gait, beside the old horee; N, gne is more sensible than I am of tho
and 1 could not help noticing when the | v, augmentation of Executive power
huge ?""m" struck into a canter, with g, ino the lasi ten or twelve years, or has
what perfect #aso the boy was c””“‘%' sct himself in more constant opposition to
Owing to the remarkable merits of this 1 [t was a vivid perception and patrio-

R e A i et apll i

e9, and most reacting

by popular influenc k
upon popnlur masses. The position as-
samed is, that the Constitution should be
40 amended as to give additional encrgy
to tho popular will, and additional effica-

Of a similar character was the high
protective policy, which eventually ter.
minated, alsa, in the hands of the Execu.
tive, by giving him control over that
most important, and, as experience has
proved, most dangeroiis subject. A prime | cy
source, therefore, of Executive influence | people

npon the majority—as, in all cases where
two thirds are required to carry a meas-
itio ure; then, the Senate isa check upon
to the tltili:_io;s of: :ﬂfljﬂ:iﬂ}: ;f ::9 the whole body ; then, the President upon
; thisho what 13 desired. IL81 haih hranches; then, the judges upo

is found 1n the assumption by Congress | true plan isto incrense the power of the three ; then, ‘;“3 "“:13*’ “J"d thc g"“n“:len
of doubtful powers. I will not assert that | President, he being the most direct repre- { hy the power of impeachment back
the extra.constitutional assumptions by |sentative, in the practical operations .Of'aqain upon the judges: and all ‘exr_eiﬂ
the two departments have accompanied | our Government, of the democratic prin- li;a S “".“cd oriuds.'checked
ecach other in a dirsct ratio, but [ do affirm | ciple. In the memorable instance of Gen- ; i 'l 2 tl- ‘ 1 ;I" i

that they have, and must necessarily |eral Jackson, whose prosent dominant 7. \he peor BI,I-l t'wec(; lﬂﬂ-;‘ f th
bear, a certain proportion to each other; | power so long snbjugated, us, where was In th_c app 1|cfa ion oh- te::::” 0 ese
and if the Constitution be practically a. { ity source? whence was he armed Wfth checks, it may happen (aat, € Tho pre-man
brogated, and Congress reduco this fed- strength to make his will the law! Pits

orative Government to a consolidation, | an array of talent and energy ip this _San. ! .
the Execcutive will be the paramount de. | ats, surpassed at no former period, with a | rescnts it to be in the hands of the Presi-

partment; and as this progress towards decided majority in the oppnfltion, con |dent. No safe conclusion can be drawn
consohidatisn is made, the controlling in- taining in its ranks as much industry, ar-. l from extreme cases, for they can always
aence of tha Executive will be perceiv. | dor, experience, and olognenceas hns ever | po angwered by extreme cases. The
ed. The present proposition contempla. | bean brouzht against a Chief Magistrate, | Senator from Kentucky says that, by
tes the liheration of Congress frum the | the President was arraigned _hefure ?he { possibility, the Prcsi(lcn'l's will may con-
check of the Esecutive veto, but I am un. penple, ""! 3“"‘]5:0"-“1 to their verdict. i trol that of very many men as wise and
w:lling to sec any restraint upon its mani- What was !“ His acquittal, and your, aood as himself This is also true of a
fest tendency to assume undelegated pow. condemnation. Whenever you lhrc.m ' 'r ther House, or of the
ers withdrawn; for, while [ dread the E<- | him upon the masses, he came back rein. ; sither ROCs ]
A measure may

Le]
single member o
ecutive. I have not less serious apprehen- vigorated from tlja mnternal. embrace, | ‘
sions of Congress. If we exceed our and armed. not with the negafire puwers;“-arrled unanimous

Supreme Court,
powers, the veto may be of service; if we | of the Constitution, but with the burning . Ropresentatives—the immnfliata nrgn_n
confine ourselves with them, it is harm. of popular passion, to override all the{of the people—and may fail by a tie in
loss. chacks and balauces of the Constitution, | the Senate, or may obtain, out of 51

"Tho orzanic law, ag it came to us from | The danger, therefore, is not that the | Senators, 25 votes, with 23 against it.
onr ancestors, has not conferred a more | President may check the popular will, on | The majority of one is fatal : that one
dangerous power on one department than the assumption of which the Sena'or's| ysice s as potential as that of 249 mem-
on another of this Government. They argument proceeds, bat rather that it may : hors. It isa onc.man power against the
were jealous of all, but more especially | confer upon him an undue and disorganiz. ' whole House of Representatives—it is
and t.‘nnapicumln!y so of t_he Executive; | INg €NCrgy. Th'."‘. it may be snid, 15 an | the voice of one man, not elected hy the
“'.“* henge they c"e".m‘.c"hﬂd and “’."“"" ;lrgun?ct_nt for limiting s power, hh“t'l-a' | people, but by a State Legislature, not
him round with restrictions, and cantions. | loast, it 18 not the argnment fof the dis-| re<ponsible to his Legislature, perchance,

he as conspicuously efficacious as he rep-

power,” spoken of by the Senator, may |

ly by the House of

internal regulations, which frequently | tive Government, and as a Senator from
confer upon a minority an abselute check | a small State, 1 do object to any addition-

al infusion of a spirit which would tend
to consolidate our institutions and give s
- predominance of numbers over the sepa.
rate influence of the States.
. How cautiously, and, as we all admit,
_how properly, the power of majorities in
Congress is checked by the Constitation, is seen
in the requirements of two.thirds of this body te
make a traty; and there, where, if ever, 2 ma-
Jority would bo entitled to a p edomioant eon.
| trol—in the amendment of the fandamental law
| =it ulmout checked and circumscribed. To
carry the measuro proposed by my distinguished
friend, two.thirds lrl' l?:;.h bn{ach{!d' Cﬁ[ﬂﬂ
aro requisite, a0d besides that, the concurrence
of three-fourths of the States, amongst which
Rhode Island is entitlad to the same weight with
New York; thus establishing, as a fondamental
principle ot Goyernment, that a mere l'l\ijﬂi"
cannot change it, .nd that no change can bes
effected hnt by tedious, cautions, and compleX
r_meoeding:. 10 uverlcap which woula be reveiu-
ion.

1 will not assert the praposition, Lut T will
not deny it, that it would be well to require a
majoriiy of two=thirds for the passige ol avery
inportant law—for every money bill and every
appropriation bill. I do not know that the
| country would suffor by it. That law of an
| ancient ropublic which provided thut he whe
| proposed a new law shou'd do so0 with a rope
| about his neck, was ret altog:ther without

reason. There is no far thatany fren Govern—
| meat will have too tew laws— he danger is on
' the other side. An over-accelorated mction ie
| the danger of free intitutions; it is . he character

of the age, and the vice of our legislation.—
| Whatever in conservative, therefore, in the Con—
| stitation, should be pre-srved and invigorated.
| All that the veto can eficet, or any othec of the
| ronsiitutiontl checks, is 10 keep things in sfafu
| quo, It is pure'y censervative. The vote ia
| less so—is less positive than any of the other
| ehecks, for it is but gualified; while the th-cks
| of the two Houses upon each other, and ot the

horse. [ inquired of hisowner as to how he
was produced. His answer was that he
owned the dam, and the horse was toaled
Ris. hut he knew nothing of the sire.
One day when the old fellow had brck.
en into my field, and was quetly grazing
with.n sight of the road, a poer old man,
who l.ved at some distance, came tramp.
ing up the road, evidently fatigued by
walking. e cast a queer glanceat the
horve. and turning to me said, * It [ had’nt
been a fool, I might have owned that horse,
and rdden about like a "gentloman, in.
stead of goinyg on foot in my ald age.” =
* How ao, Mr. Bovnton " gaid {.— Why
1 owned the mare which brought him, and

' tic apprehension of this increasing power,

with the firmness to oppose and the cour.
“age to make war upon it, that gave Dbirth
‘1o the Whig party, and has kept it togeth-
er, in spite of many minor differences, un-
' til our common efforts resulted in the late
" most signal victory. [ have not changed

my opinion, that the Executive power has
"increased and ongnht tc be diminished, nor

ahated a whit in my purpnse to devote
“my best efforts to this abject. Tdo not, |
'hoewever, concur with my honorable friend
'in attributing this increase of Exocutive

pawer te any undue prerogative conferred
‘upon the President by the Constitution,
- hut to unconstitutional or extra constitu.

|
|
]

Land if vou have a daring and reckless

Iy allowed him enly what could not be
withheld.

The prophetic dread of Mr. Henry
was the “ anion of the purse and sword”
in the hands of this whole Government.
The Constitution does not give them to
the President, or endow him with any
prerogative by which he may assume
them. He may usurp them. He may
trample on the Constitution, or overleap
it, to se1ze upon them, but he does so not
by virtus, but in epite of the instrument;

President, backed by a supple Congress, a
bit of paper, more or less, will not atand
in his way. [t isnot ho, but his majori.

tingnished Senator, and reverses it. While
[ am clear that the greatest portion of
that power which results from represent.
ing the popular will, on very exciting
topics, independent of and beyond the
Constitution, is in the President, still, ii
does not follow that the checks and bal-
ances of the Constitation are not wisely |
devised. Indeed, the wisdom of that in.
strument is most conspicuous in this; and,
when the honorable Senator complains
that the veto power puts a check upon the
decision of majorities and tho prompt ex.
ecution of the public will, he complains
of what [ consider the chiel beauty and
glory of our Government—those curions, |

" Jud ciary upon both, 14 absolute and wncontrolla.
"ble. The whole House of Ropresentatives,

until six vears have elapsed, and that Leg.
| voting unanimouxly, cannot reverse a miajority
| of one in the Senate; nor can hoth, unanunoas.

wlature (1t may be) ananimonsly against
him at the moment.  Most of thesa con. | . v
‘e : ly agrecin hake a docision of the e
LR en, it ] t, re. | y ag g, 8 0 pre
ditions have he PT' 08 g.n ‘! e'{t.en ' I L Courts The veto of the President has not this
cently fulfilled, in the rejection of the bill | givicy 5 and surely, if any measnre vital 10 the
for the repeal of the bankrupt law, by the | publ ¢ interest, ar involving a leading principle

st . distineuished Senator | of liberty, be subjrcted to the veto, th re will ba
;1 ':::]gr vote of the distingutshet | virtne en mgh in the two Honses to carry it by
imself,

| two-thirds.  On the other hand, it may fairly be

But you may suppose a cuse where a ' presumed that. it a measure be opposed by mum
measure has passed both  Houses unani- than one-third of each b auch, and by the Kxr~
monsly, and been approved by the Presi.

| cativa, it is not of xu nhvioux and pressing g¢
_ | that its failure will seriously atfnct the comntey.
dent, and yet one single member of the | OF such a state of things, at least we hava ne
Sapreme Court may strike it deas upon ;“I’gi'}"c‘;i for no m:asaro of such a ehract's
2 i . il (+afficienily remote fro'n our presenl passiens
your statute boog, and (lns intention be | excitoment (o be judged of eslialy) has yot
u, norany, nor all, the de- | seenred,

W t inki : £y . 1 , ‘
swapped her off. thinking she wag nat | g, usurpations. Wiihin the respective

with foal.”--I then made such particular limity, assigned by the Constitution, fo!

el}(r\..--u!s. as led the u!l-l gr!nllelnlfln 10 @ach of the (leparlmnnrs, their action will
give mo a full and pf.:rlccl_[)" sallsiactory ' he safe for the country; but if either tran-
aceount of the horse's origin. He was| cand those limits, and usurp poweis not
out of a mare, under 15 hands kigh, broad | norapriated to it, the danger at anco be-
in the chest, m?d_ well spread or roomyv; | comes lhrt!atenin;_{. no matter wha;t da.
whl‘e_ her limb joints were =o weak that ‘. partment bo guiitv of the usurpation.
her hind-legs at the fetlock sunk to the | 34 [donot hesitate ta announce it as

ground, and were consequently worn to ' my deliberate judgment, formed by an at. |

pureness, _'I‘he old n{an's account of the | (4 tive observation of onr history, that the
wire was this: he felt himself too pacr 1oyt and treatest danger results from the
pay for the service of a stullion, and be- | yeurpation of power by Congress itanlf
sides _hm mAare Wwas ro lﬂft‘_"f‘f in his| Such usurpation 13 moro insidious and less
own view that he was less desirons on that | gyapected in large and popular bodies—it
_account; he therefore '""_“‘d of a neighbor, | hay more influences te disgnise and protect
-who had a grey Canadian runt, entire, {.aif it has more scothing apnliances
warth some ?D or 40 fi'>1[ﬂr8. the privilege | ¢\ (e consciences of the ugﬂenl‘s: to so.
of turning his mare 1nto the field with| 4, .6them to assume doubtful poiwers.
him. This was readily granted, and the | ‘The argument of my honorable friend s,
knowledge of tha inferiority of the horse | (hat the Executive veto injuriously cir-
and the mare, _tngcl_her with tho elight ~amscribes the power of Congres-: He
ghow of her being with foal, probably does not apuear to mo to have it sufhicien-
ing to the small W of the fiptus, cavsed tly present to his mind that, from the na
the mare te bs dixposed of at the first op- |, 1o of qur institutions, the sphere of Con.
,?ﬂl’tﬂhli}'. T!‘e progeny in his Prime | ress itzelf is, and onght to be, an ex.
wag WN’“:! twice as much as both the sire tremely circnmscribed one; that our trus's
and dam m‘ !f'_lt‘!""- . and duties are rigorously defined and
The above i= =i nnaomman instanee @ cleatly designated; and are, in short, bul
the result of such breeding. I have dng t exceptions from the great residuary mass
out the origin of a majority of the re-| power reserved by the States, who cre
~markably good horses within my knowl lan us, and upon whom we have a perpot-
edge, and in ali. but avery few instances | .1 endency to trench,  With a natural
have traced their pedigree to a cross with | o oo of gell complacency we areapt Lo
the Norman; morcover, generally speak- | im:i:i:t' that every lhing. is safe In m:ri
ing, where there has not been such a cross 'I own hands, and every lhi'ng unsale which |
of the Snrman breed, a violent cross nf'I s not in them: om-h'rlaparimant is 1nch.
some kind has usually been acknowledgad. | g {4 be confident in itselland distrust. |
Let me trespass upon your patience (0 gy of gthers; while the Constitation. con- |
rclate anather instance, where the dam | ga.0nall, but distrusts each, The two |
waa a (;Bm{h".": vet from the small s:::r,a ! Flonsesespecially are prone to think them. |
of the sire, which was partly of the Mor- | o1yag peculiarly near the source of power.
f:l'l’lbf:@:l-”'h? Cf“:-" “:I‘; ::; ‘:"‘}:’-"2}‘-“"“‘ 'and to regard all interference as unneces-
it nsually is when a breeder, huving a | 5 . :
small mara, determines, against all reason, !i?I?I:K.:-:?ziw;v:?ﬂauih?::a :?mtl::!tm::r:?::r' '
‘to have a large offspring by puiting hier te | chuiivé ha te d d to stre) t?-\-
. 8 X power has tended to streng
‘an overgrown staliiur_!.‘ ‘ . \enthis feeling in the legislativa depart.
b“_.& poorIushmn:_i living in myv neigh ! ment; and inthe moment of victory, we
oo o ey s b e oo ey
: : _ ares, | which we have no claim--to substitute
lhn'.':t 13 hands 3 inches high, slab sided. ' c. cion for resistance, and convert de-
:trmgb.t.nhoulﬁered. leggy, steep-rumped. | funce into conquest
and with a cotresponding slope down. | Fai wiany vears ;msf. this Government,
wards from where withers should have' o0 wbole General Government, has as.
been, to her lop ears; lazy, awkward, and | o4 0o d ised . di
nseless but te draw with oxen., She| O . hur G e
| over many matters which were never in-

¥ . i
;(_’:f]d never have been worth more than | tended to bo subjected to itsaction. Like

This creature was put to a broad | :
tall pawer, wherever lodged, it enhances
lump ofa horse perhaps 141.2 hands |jiceir [t is of its essential nature to do

'y Latd
.

)

high, with strength and spirit, but awk- I
ward enough to overrench in his trot.
When 1 keew of their being bred togeth-
er, | made vp mv mind, if there should
ha any merit in the foal, ta attributoe it to
the eross, as there was little to be depriv.
ed from either sireordam. My neighbor
remaoved to a distance, and [ saw no more

of him, until two vears ago, when haas |

costed me, wishing to sell 2 fine yourg
T

!'sos for, if power be in virtuous hands, it
|is extended to do good; if in corrupt, it is
;nxtended for the purpose of amhition and
{avarice. * Ampliare jurisdictionem™ is
| the gravitating principle ol all organized
[power. 1 do not allule to this active
| principle of our General Government, as
| exemplified in its wholg history, for .a:u'
| other purpose but its dircct application to
the present proposition.  All will see and

horse for 8100. [ declined purchasing, |

. ) admit that, as you incre 3
and did not see his horse until the follow.; . (3 g erean She: e 81
_ { this Government as a whole, yon neces-

ing winter, when hay being very scarce, .. .o i )
%0 Toft hims withims, Fae ovaral weekn | -“"”l'.-"a":;‘Ff:"“",‘h“‘t';r‘he Executive asa
wlth the privilege of using him. A bet | part; and it 1s clear, that tho vast accamn.
. P s sing him. A DEUEr [ tion in the Executive has been deriv
animal [ never knew; a mora perfect | - sxacuiive hns besn erived
work horse could not be; and vt rom the pouring intoit of streams whose
trot or tr;“.,.] with & e.I ne .a "r"“ d“!snurces are found in the Capitel, An
hesl 'm;(! = N lhemrm ’"c‘f;fhis“"" *| instance or two will illustrate this snffi.
. Al was »
! ! . S eentl 0 S HIpNsSe.
the faal from his miserable mare; and | S for my present puiposc. The
thongh but 14 hands 3 inches high, he| General Government assimed the power |
wouf;-i bes badn ek e;.l-rm:: s - *I of internal improvernents, which of course
: : scap. & SU2nY1gent the Executive agents to dispense
.price. had he not heen injured by hurd1r . : :
work when only three vears old dviraand expend maney INevery foltin
" From 'i_mt ti:wl dé'térlninerf ’tn delav | of the country; and, besides the influence
no more for investigation, but adopt i'nf”mg acquired, in progress of tima, the
Reonding: (6 dadien. which, Ball ogs| o< systch by an olivias prpioess. can:
reding, the system whi ad always| conerated iteslf in the hands of the Presi
shewn such faverable results. Still a!denr - in the handsof the Presi.
month does not pass without my hearing ero::s Pﬂ_m:cmne'l;‘r;fpn.‘:ane uf"_m.mt g!n-n.
of some fresh instance of the remarkabla,? r . cv. v policy i, happily
sucecess of croesing the common  Ameri  for the country, broken lawp and aban.
czn mare weth the Canadian stallion, !n
G.

doned to auch an extent that ita parents
. f 1813 now reject their progeny with
horror,

" honorable friend from Kentucky. appears
to me entirely subversive of that point in
his arsument which he mainly rests upon,
and haxso much amplified and illustrated.

irif?n! with the demacratic spirit of our in-
stitutions, subversive of the fundamental
maxim that the majority should govern,
aml an obstruction of the free sway of the
will of the people.  Of all this we are sup | jority itself, that majorities shall not her
posed by the argument to ha the deposi.
tary or the expanents,
ident.
apprehensions of an Executive influence
absorbing all power, and destroying this
Government, i
teaching of experience, that the E ecu-
tive,of all the departments of Government,

ties, that constitute the danger, or rather !
| his power to make majarftios; and, when
it comos to this, ths only safuty is where
we have just now found it——in the appeal
which the Constitulion gives us every
four years to the peopo. If that
fail, vain are amandments to the Consti.
tution——the very foundation of your insti- |
tutions is rottenness,

Mr. President, 1am sure the eaador of
the Sonate; and [ hape even the smart.
nosa of debate, will not suspect e of de-
fending or vindicating the rash and usurp-
ing course of any Lixecutive which fas
herotofore trampied upon the powers of
Congress, and endangered onr institutions
I am defending the Constiiution. I am
vindicating that great monument of wis.
dom and patriotism from objections which
lis, not against it, but against its abuse
and violation—not against the text of
the holy writing, but against the inter.
polated glosses an | perversion«. [ con.
fess, sir, that [ do entertain and cultivate
a vary profound reverence for this instra-
ment, [t was ths production of a re.
markahle race of men—cool, virtuons,
seli>saerifiving, and heroieal. At the
foundation of their character wero those
deop and salid sontiments in which  wise
thonghts and acts ind their remote sources
and slowly well forth, purified and ecool.
to gladden and fractify the world.  Ouar

1
i

i | [ . . el
geasration may perhaps b as intellectunl,, tiex against majorities, and to preserve

or cven of more aclive and searching
habits of thonght ; but we are l+ss school.
ed by greal events—-less disciplined by
habitual converse with thaso grave and
el vated princinles whi-h walkel with
them through the Reovolution, up to its
sreat congsumimation, in the instrument
we are now ecalled npon to change. 1
am inclined to Inok elsewhere and beyond |
the Constitution for the evils we feel, and |
which have heen so glowingly depicted;
nor do | believe there is much difficulty in
finding their true origin. [ have already
indicated one source, and, in my judg-
ment, a very abundant one, viz: the legis.
lative assumption of unautharized power.
Another abundant sourco of Executive
power is to be found in the increased ex-
penditures of this Government, and in the
mu'tiplication of offizc; anather in the
constraction power of unrestrained dis. ‘
missal from oifice ; another in the law
providing a four years’ tenure of very
many of the offices, which enables the
Executive tn dismiss an officer without
the responsibility of an epen  exercise of
his power, and makes himn every day the
object of tho wishes, hopes, and fears of
the incumbent, Another. and perhaps |
the greatest, canse of the augmentation of
Executive power is to be found in the
personal cnaracter of a lats President,
ccupled with that of the party which sus.
tained him, whose levelling and disorgan.
ing principles always tend to ahsolutism
in the hands of the favorite of the moment.
And this ohservation. Mr. President,
the truth of which will be admited by my

Henrges that the vato power of the Pres.

. Not so, Mr. Pres-
Che reverse is trun, My deepest

have resulted from the

complex, and multifarions contrivances | 1Ng honest) vo

insorted into every portion of the Consti-
tution, which, like antagonist muscles,
disposed thronghout the animal economy. | infase one spark
serve, by their continual play, to keep all | Such results mus
in position. If 1t be true, as [ have sta..ry system of chec
ted, that *he popular principle is most en. | doubt, whan e
ergetically reprosented by the President,) checked by another, it frets

ks and balances,

]

|
Lchiely exhibited by the mast

{ branch,
r: not brook the restrint of a

tion in his hand==if however, we repre-
went it most strongly, thon the veto of the
President is n chock upon its overaction

in onr hands,
I utterly reject the dreadful doctrine o

the unchecked governmont of majorities. |
[ dissent from the proposition that this, |
or any other (Government is intended to
assert the will of majoritics, in all cases,
whonever or however ascertained—an |
doctrino inconsistent with regular gov-
ernment, subversive of social order, and |
repngnant to any settled notiony of moral.
ity or fixed principles of right. Morlity
and pre-existent and pormanent—the _ _ i
very antagonists of willand passion ; and the Honse—itsell a check in.every di

e wetion==has bem w q0n checks
forms of gavernment are instituted to! rection—~has begun a war upon ¢ herk
i \We arn elected for six )'l-nrs...nm'-thm

control, hy arganizad pawer, the wild and |

. . - ’ . 1 .
dangerous force, not only of individuals, longer than the term of the | " sident
but of masses. As laws are enacted to| ¥ *7° elected by State Legistatures...
protect the weak against the strong, so g oy (.lm phode ".r“m latig
constitutions are made to prctect minori. legislative, exceutive, and judicial pow

but took all power into its own hands
[ inthe empire.  In Englind, the K
" was hehea led, the House of Lords votec

into the protectorate.
sion  is the first tune that a

{ small and powertul body, more remaole

| pr.ments of the Government, nor the
' States, nor tae people, can reach hiong or
of life into the dead law.
t be possib’e under eve-
Nn
ither of the departments i8 | 4y z0-0us chars
and chafes ! the power from the Constitution
then the argument of my friend fails, and | ypder the restraint, and s nataraliy dis-
tho Scnate 1s the check upon its overac- ‘ posed to mike war against (i apposing
Jepartment. I general, that feeling i
sopnlar |
The French Assembly could
co.ordinate
1 body, nor of a strong separate Bxeentive,

| and through blood and hor or terminated | to demand an
g i Constitution

Irom the Pg-_upie than the President or

Of the Iate vetnes by the Presiden?, wa are nat
vet ina mood of mind suffer-nly ealm o pro-

| nounce the judgment of posterity. It wonld be
' overween ny sclf.cor fidenee now, in the arme
| and ptnitude of onr passions, to say. that this
! reesnt vota, npen a tneasire passed ot by a .
| majority of two, is of sncha revolting and
cleras 1o warranl us in tearing
Even i this
5_c~mv|clwll pressed opon ux, it wonld he the part
| of common prid nee to distrmst ourselves, and
postpone xo0 grave an action until there eonld be
no doabt tha® we were in a fit state of mind te
examine into and pronnunee against the deliber..
ate wisdom of enr ancestors. It will not be
regarded asa superstitions reverence if 1 avew
my delerminstion to ehange no part of the
Constitution, by however plaurille theoriea
| agsailed, unlegs itbo also shown that its sctnal
* | working has boen =0 injurions and oppre-sive as
endment. 1 do not consider the
as & snbject for mere speculntive
reasoning, It should nit be lightiy touched, or
approached in an arragant spirit of reform ; bt

'a nuisance, and the long Parliament run | having been approved ny the jndgment of onr
‘I'hie present ocea. | a
Senate, n

ncestors, aud by two generation- since, 1 am
| pleas d to think t at i beins to find support
| and st eng*hals in onr xentinents and affeet o,
* L If thero were some defects in its finishing. some
| nmissions in carrying ont its proportions, or
| soma rugged projestion from its mrface, §
| rrjoice to brlicve they are now or shonly will
1 s covered over and bid by all the assocta‘ions
tof deep love, solemn rovercncs, and pride and

a'ory, which the human hsart wonrishes for time
0 . growth of these as-orciitions, which at on-s

honore:! institutions. Lot us not disturb the

we have | strengthen and adoru the noble fabric, by naaless

| ropairs, or mar the tone with whieh time begins
| to harmonize its aspeety by fantastic patchwork

{ of all Governments, but most espeeially

1 tended to be, controlled by, or to repre-

the fived and far-sighted purposes of the
community against the tunnltuouy and |
fluctvating domination of its own pas.
sions, eaprices, or impulses, This is true

and emphatically true of this Federal
L (s~vernment, which, neither in its theo.
ry nor in its ordinary action, is, or is in-

sent, numerical majorities. [t may be
that the ultimate sanction and gnaranty
of all government is force, and that a |
majority is the depository or exponent of
this foree ; but this is no more trus of
one form of government than of another |
—of an Athenian democracy than of a|
Turkish despotisim.  The difference be-
tween a good and a bhad Government |
consists in the wise and judicious mod. |
fication, control, and dircction of lhi*‘
force, which is more tyrannical in an un.
hridled majority, acting more from the
nnrestrained impulse ofits own fiery will,
than in any form of absolutism. The
two extremes are anarchy and despotism;
and the latter, by the experience of all
ages, has been found most tolerable,
National existence and social order are
compatible with the latter; not at all
with the former. While, in our Ameri.
can constitutions of government, we re.
cognisc a more expansive energy in the

I the contrary. it be not the ohj~ct of your

¢r....he, execntive only, and a qualified

, g A of andacions reeonstruction.
veto. The two Senators trom New York, |

! [ pnt the estion, with 8 eertain .bgm'uf
rr:pn,-sunting H I}ﬂpl:latlm!l ol two millions, po_nﬁth:ncu Has thn?_n*lo power ""'Ik“'" l""qt:‘:::
e chokid by thn two. Sontors fom | RS 1 bR S
Rhode 1stanc, with a constitnency of but | Ave waurgod to the adoption of the Senate s
one hundred thonsand. [ it be true that | proposition liy an overruling necensily ; by the
‘we onght to remove all obstructions to | pressare of great snffering; by any m rious and

. ' abvions ince (venience in the action of the (zov-
the free course of popnlar willeeeify On | pyyuent 7 1 have said that [ place ont ! Spteile
| the vetoes nfthw: present President; hnt, i!-n regard
Government to place cheeks npon te-.. | to them, I will take leave: to say that, in onch

: . . i inktance, they wera applied Lo measures which
why this small, irresponsible, powerful{ e change of a singls vote in this Senate, wonid
bady, thrust inte the very centre of the | have prevented from goi g to him. The Pres.

aeht " = - i L hese ogeavions was equil ty but one
machinery, not only checking, in tarn, | ::::;:l::d sl.;rr'l}‘n howgver mnchql inay regret his

the Honse of Representatives and the | ome [ cannot conzider it so flagran: sn
Executive, both ol which are nearer the | instance of tne tyrannical power of the velo as to

! Sl : als hat | wish thercfore to nholish. 1 .lo nat propase to
?CO{; :n:l::'::;:‘:::::‘t:rﬁ.ec: Tbc:'l'-:::;owfr:“ i oxamine whether the vetoes heretofors interpn.
e ‘nee ana o0 =

s | xed have been righ: or wrong, bot whether thei,
quent occurrence, a check upon hoth | practical eff et has boen so degleterions as o

Horl o - : ; Gov- "amount fo a3 griwuncs. What i"jttfy. then,
united ; for, in the history af ebr; &0 practical aud permanent, has resuited from

ernment, it has heen found that the | (1o exercise of this power by the President?
House and the President are more {re- Who will point it out? = The honoralle
| Senator has mnot. Who remembers the

quently opposed to the Senate tkan the | ; nbe
President and the Senate to the '!lousc? ll:‘:':Lb"r.;.’;“:;:°";r‘|‘:h;“;";'l';:"° :::: :::Jr'
But if you provoke such enquiries, and | have wronght to any man's person, prop-
push such principles, what is to become erty,
of that quiet and noiscless body closeted | fare? Our
helow there, in your vaults, whose mid- | operation a half a renlury-_—exlpnoed to
day detiberations are co ducted by lamp. Iall lhetrln!s inmdgnt to the m?rlung ofn
light, and from whoso lips one whisper - new machine; agitated by violent party
silences the voice of legislation, obliterates | dissensions; subject to the vicisvitades of
the statutes of this and the State [,p_gig. \ prosperity and  adversity, of war and
latures, crumbles into atoms the decis- | on shake;l by the 3“9"'.’“? "T"[“_Ph
ions of twenty.six judicatures, and calm- 'and defeat of opposing partics; admints-

'tered by nine Presidents. Amidst all
ly rebukes the tempestuous sea of popular &m cﬂ:..,m, and ch:uge;. will any gen-

or franchises, or to the general wel-
(3overnment has now beenin

-

immediately of all departments of the
Government, reflects the popular will, is

will of a majority, and a less remote and
more certain triumph for it in public af.
fairs, yet we have most claborately insti.
tuted a vast variety of means of checking
and suspending it—of allowing it time
for cool deliberation—of ascertaining it
by various tests—of letting off any undue
accumulation of steam, retaining only

Lopinion? If you enter upon this course,

| will you be able to halt hefore you reach

| that shrine 7 I you get up this storm,
| can you direct it so that it shall not burst |

tleman rise in his placeand say that‘an
impression, deep enough to be remember.
ed n year, has ever been made by the
veto? Instead of damming up and rolling
hack the current of our legisiation, it has
scarcely rippled its surface. Most of the
Senators who bear me, learned as they
are in our short history, will be au
when I tell them, what [ was surprised o
ascertain in my preparation for this dis.
| cussion, that there have been 14 canes of
veto, Who remembers them 1 Are the
wounds which they inflicted upon the
contry stil bleeding? Do the scars re.

|in this ha!l, and sweep through the Su.
' preme Court? Neither the Senate nor
| the Supreme Court have heretofme es-
| caped menace on the sama principeson

encugh for the purposes of the engine. | “*P
1: which the veto is now attacked; and these,
i judgment, are the two institu ions

The very meaning and intent of a con-
stitution is a restraint upon the mﬂjnrily.i in my |
| most valuable in our formof (Government, |

| least able to protect the mselves, but |

It is the deliberate declaration of the ma- |
by the constitution. [ will not quarrel with

.| BN

any degree of democracy i1 the State | min? or have all of them except those
first, the great, and all pervading check. 1 Gﬁwfn"“"ms‘ or with any diminution of | ymmediately under our eyes away
Fhe House of Representatives, which,} restraint upon the ascendancy o the pop- [ o o4 Jeft no trace behind? Doubtless,
by the theory of the Constitution, mm'uul_ar will, in the daily actions of their| ,me of them, at the time, chafed the
| Legislatures, [ am content with the | zealous promoters of the measures vetoed.
| Constitution of my own State, and have | and excited momentury doubts of the cor-
Lo right to cénsurn hero that of others.  rectness of that power under whose opera-

after govern, but in a defined mode, and
ander specified restrictions.  This is the |

8 the must democratic, most acted upon

checked, in the first instauce, by ity gwn !

But here, as a functionary of this federa- " tion they smarted; but the irritation pas-



