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ce the great st,r_hggk- near M béro,
give you ssbomphcteh of thoa.'}vantfnl
8t passed, which, T trust, will’. not be
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Dugp Regiment Ioft Tri-
the. 27th Degember, and marching
R €ronching rdin . all the day, reached
irfrtsboro on the®8th. The vast camp
aﬂmﬁdtbec ared deserted fortne troops
“were all out on"l?&e front in l;ne of battle,

awaiting'the Jappreach -of . the Abolitionists,

‘Our position was so6n.2assigned vs, and we
rm wordays, !hweﬂng in the cold

at was f’u“mg On Wednoaday the 31st,
the Bnga.da WaS ordef-ad to the ieft, where the
So1 f#he previous day had iaged. Cross-
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06
mg.&qmeaRwer, Gen. Polk rode up and told
us that the enemy was being driven: back.
This information foll gratefally npon our hearts,

and we pushed forward. A few minutes after:

wardn Gen. Bn snd stuﬂ‘ callie . up, Three
den 8 ted the veteran soldier.
Ackn g!g' ' compliment; he spoke a
few oraheg to us snd moved to the
head. e qqlnn;q. Could we have gone into

‘thet pﬂnent, wq would . have car-
z n, ‘never saw soldiers so en-
orey but our time had ot _yet come:

ing in line of: attle we bad to march a
&gh an open ficld under the raking
melp ve:  Shell and shot flew

gcmﬁq‘ovm“ heads—these we heeded
r nrﬁed“& solid” line still “towards

the ﬂ‘ﬁ.

n=%That battery must be taken,” was the
oldor:.;.(, ¢ beigades had already-tried it,
and wasilho fourth: that was to seek its

ﬁ t.the *“canvon’s mouth.” -On
hipg"‘lhe Nashyille Pike we formed in ol
nmon ofmnpg_map across it: I was ‘traly ner-

vous for the ufe fthe Regiment while in
this position, ~ nd shot would have gone

through‘hvery!whpany. Luckily the enemy
did not take aﬁv:mhge of . the. occasion, and
very sodn we' ' deployed. When within good
range, w&’gavp the enemy a. vbIle}', aud then a
charge. The first line of the Abolitionists gave
way and left two pieces of their artillery in our
possession, but the second !ine stood the shock
valiently I conld see the Yankee officers ri-
nd down their line, encouraging -their,
m{a?b:ekﬁ)ﬂlgg had limbered wp and was
moving off, but at this moment the regiment.
«on our rig wqy, md\wnb br regiment,
with thione -illh, Miﬁ to & murder-
ous enﬁlm'l"ng fire. 'Weé could ‘ot stand it

longer. " /. our condtion,
ordered a w ﬁ m of Y brigade
atood u]i«h us, we would bm taken that for-
mid.’b‘lg hmol'y ,nd carried - ely to the

rear. - After being shelled &-7‘ soime. time we
took aneﬁwrpdﬂm, and rested’ from the wea-
ry labors. of the day. I was glad to get.» place
where 1 could breathe: freely again, for I was
woll exhaustod. 08t many brave
msu:‘:.mswwmaum

anmg wlmn wag ot ﬁ&‘lom—’ﬂiiﬁ* :
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thiat yours ‘was more, “sgreeable, and eﬂ“
and for a New Year's Gift, let me wuh that
you received otber than bombs and  bullets,

No fighting was done on the first day of the
year. We occppied.the well fought field, and
eyed the Yankees all_the day. Each party
seemed loath tocommence the strife. again,

Our lines . wére concealedin s dense cedar
grove, and the enemy were jnst beyond us, in
an open corn field. I presume they had a
trap laid for us—for they do not like to" show
themselyes—preferring always to .cronch be.
hind something for, protection. We did no
fighting on the secoud until nearly sundown,
when we were ordered to support a charge of
the Kentucky brigade, commanded by Gen.

Harrison. The enemy wers Sh ihis
side of Stone’s River, upon a hill side. Our
Kentucky boys run up to them ere they fired
a gun, the enemy, however, firing all the while.
When within a few yards cf the Yankees our
men gave them & browdside, and the fight bo-
came in some instanges hand . to - hand. The
enemy conld not stand it. ~They took to their
heels—our, men pumlug, nutil they  had been
driven acrocs the river. A large nuniber of
them were killed, and some three bundred taken
prisuners, I never saw anything equal to that
charge—it was truly magnificent, and:I  was
heattilv amused at the quick time the Yankees
made across that stream, The brave_ General
Harmon was mortally wounded,.to the regret
of every true son of Kontncky The next day,
Saturday, the cold rsin fell pitilessly upon us.
Drawn np in line, we waited for the enemy to
show. themselves. They came not. Fatigued
beyond endurance, some of our men would
sleep, despite the falling weather. At “one
o'clock a.-m., on Sunday, /annary 4, we moved
quietly away from Murfresboro, I regrotted
to leave a field so glorionsly won, but our troops
were exhausted and needed rest and recupera-
tion, "Twas wise and huomane therefore to
draw off and obtain the necessary recreation.
I wish it could have been otherwise, but under
the circumstances it could not be avoided.

We are once again inecamp. I onjoy the
rest it gives,and am ready to meet the foe
when duty calls. Tullahoma is about forty

wmniles south of Murfresboro—-lmmcdmtely on
the railrond—the village is & small one, and
whep once secn, one never wishes to see it
again. I have no news from the front to-day

I guess the enemy will follow us very slowly, if
at all. ' T suppose they will use the spade and

shovel pretty lively around Marfresboro, before
they advance.

othing more at present.
. ¥Yours, &o.

Capt. A. Hamﬂton Boyltm of Kershaw, says
the Charleston }(crcury, has. declined the ap-
pointment of Judge Advoeate for the Military
Department now commanded by Gen. Beaure-
gard. He places tl’ll!  decision, we beligve, on
want of leqal pracnco and statos, We regret
the decisipn anq we 0t from the opinion
it implies eoncermng hﬁ gru\qu“ﬁon, but we
cannot withold an expression. of - approval for
the precedent and the modesty exbribited.

Many citizens loss qpojﬁed‘ than, ‘Oapt. Boy-
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cavaley: than from. ‘!bq-. ‘who, “unsble
to walk a step carries a  pair of cratehes on
Borseback,jand with, .
g:rform all the ardnous duties required of hir.”

ur correspondent, we dare eay, little drearied
that, this unknown dranon wonld prove to be
[riot only the most herote of all the heroes of
the war, but.a poet of | & high ' otder besides,
The following letter, addressed to - the Mobile
Register and Advertiser, reads likea romances
yet bears upon ita face the - evidence of. truth-
We copy it as.a just tribute to a Fallant so-
dier, and as of far more interest thau any num-
ber of extraots from Yankee pnpers*-ﬂm: v

This soldier is Lamar  Fontaine, a private in
the “Campbell Rangers,” 2d Regiment Virginia
Cavalry. He is the eldest son of the Rev. Ed-
ward Fontaine, un Episcopal Minister, residing

near Jackson, Mise, ‘who commanded the Burt
Rifles, of the 18th Regiment Mississippi Volun-
teers in ‘the first battle of Manassas, and who
is honorably mentionad in Gen. Reauregard's
report of it.  1lé'"was bern in Washington
county, Texas, in 1841, while his parents re
sided there; and was vamed after his father's
intimate friend, Gen.. Mirabean Lamar. Pre-
vious to the present revolution Lamar Fontaine
lived in his native Btate, was eancated in Aus-
tin, and at the military Academy in Bastrop,
and Jearned, practically, the inost  essential
duties of a soldicr as a Texas Ranger and hun-
ter ou the frontiers of Western Texas, whére
he was unsarpassed as a dextepious rider and.
skillfal marksman.  As soon a8 the war com-
menced, he came to Mississippi and enlistéd s
a private in the first company organized for the
t defence of the State, the Mississippi  Rifles, of
Jnckson, commanded by Capt. Robert'Smith,
the heroic Col. Smith, who fell' at Mumfords-
ville, Ky. Under this  excellent officer he
served at Pensacola, as an infantry soldier, and
then as an artillerisg until be was' transferred
to his father's company in the Army of the
Potomac. At thobattle of - Manassas he was
sqverely wounded by a cannon shot, which
passed under Lis feet, bruising one  of them so
badly that he was unfitted for further duty as
an infantry soldier. Finding that he was un-
willing to be discharged, his father procured
Lim a transfer to Capt. © Alexander’s Company
(I); 2d Regiment Virginia Cavalry. Under
Generals Jackson and Ewell he distinguished

himself in the battles of Front Royal, Cross|

Keys, and all the actions of the Valley. Near
Winchester, in company with a young gentle-
man from Campbell county, Va,, (privaté John
Moore,) he performed a feat without a-paralléd
im the annals of war, and which is mentioned
with the: highest commendation in.

Eﬂl! official report. These two young ‘men,

unassisted and alone, cl,'nlgad a piece of artille-
ry planted 'on the Winchester Tarnpike, "man-
ned. by eight of the ememy, killed and wounded
two of their number, drove the rest from the
gun and bronght it off in triumph to their com-
mander, Near Strasburg a shell e;ploded:

against his horse’sfiead; bﬁlnng it -to atoms| :

and brolki’aglmnn’aﬁﬂgh -Whilo his “cgin-

rades were carrying him from thefield, another
shell wonnded Him' sevorely i 1% ip. “Boow
after His wonnda were dressed, while. l,h.“.g
der.a tree, a minie ball p uppﬂd&thilﬂ&of‘

his neck, passed w
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his crutches, and one of the ™

without a rider yau “w
other,;, In;the second day’s lgl:t atm
hehndnhonthl«l nndarlu
the day afterltﬁ ‘battle o
While pumil” snemy
shot penetratéd his hlt, i ‘temple,
knocked him from_ his ha’e B _‘ y -
been pronounced incompetont to perfor ¥
itary duty on acpount of his wonnat‘ nd wh
acting as & volunugr{pn hos] )y
has captured six p&nin without “at
gnce, and Hljadh 2ol had"f at'n;b oné

rent e [ Ors
der h"‘;ﬂ*::l ha¥e no doubt hs
of‘the ‘énemy than any s

I skill, courage and - )
service on the battle field deserve ~
he has nobly esrned it. Just bef
uation of the Hon. G. 'W. " Ra
recommended for prométion”
but so far his merits has
an “anknown hero,” ca
leading an army to victory,"
vate, while scores of “cross -
unscathed by ball or-bp,ut!mﬁdo

roar of battle, are commﬂng om M
regiments.
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