WARLIKE PREPARATIONS.
The following Message was received
by the Senate on Tuesday, laid on the
table and ordered to be printed.

To the Senate of the United States :

In answer to the inquiry of the Sen-
ate, contained in their resolution of the
17th instant, whether, in my “judgment,
any circumstances connected with, or
growing out of, the foreign relations of
this country, require at this time an in-
crease of our naval or military force ;”
and if so, “what those circumstances
are,” [ have to express the opinion, that
a wise precaution demands such an in-
crease.

In my annual messag of the 2d of
December last, I recommended to the
favorable consideration of Congress an
increase of our naval force, especially of
our steam navy, and the raising of an
adequate military force to guard and pro-
tect such of our citizens as might think
proger to emiigrate to Oregon. Since
that period, I have seen no cause to re-
call or modify these recommendations.
On the contrary, reasons exist which,
in my judgment, render it proper not
only that they should be promptly car-
ried into effect, but that additional provi-
sion should be made for the public de-
fence.

'T'he consideration of such additional
provision was brought before appropri-
ate committees of the two houses of
Congress, in answer to calls made by
them, in reports prepared, with my sanc-
tion, by the Secretary of War and the
Secretary of the Navy, on the 20th of
December and the 8th of January last ;
a mode of communication with Congress
not unusual, and under existing circum-
stances, believed to be most eligible.
Subsequent events have confirmed me
in my opinion that these recommenda-
tions were proper as precautionary mea-
sures.

It was a wise maxim of the Father of
his country, that “to be prepared for
war, is one of the most efficient means
of preserving peace;” and that, “avoi-
ding occasions of expense by cultivating
peace,” we should “remember, also,
that umely disbursements to prepare
for danger frequently prevent much
greater disbursements to repel it.”
The general obligation to perform this
duty is greatly strengthened by facts
known to the whole world. A contro-
versy respecting the Oregon territory
now exists between the United States
and Great Britain ; and while, as far as
we know, the relations of the latter with
all European nations are of the most pa-
wcific character, she is making unusual
and extraordinary armaments and war-
like preparations, navai and military,
both at home and in her North Ameri-
can possessions.

It cannot be disguised that, however
sincere may be the desire of peace, in
the event of a rupture these armaments
and preparations would be used against
our country. Whatever may have been
ihe original purpose of these prepara-
tions, the fact is undoubted that they
are now proceeding, in part; at least,
with a view to the contingent possibili-
ty of a war with the United States.
The general policy of making additional
warlike preparations were distinctly an-
nounced, in the speech from the throne,
as late as January last, and has since
been reiterated by the ministers of the
crown in both houses of Parliament.
Under this aspect of our relations with
Great Britain, I cannot doubt the propri-
ety of increasing our means of defence,
both by land and sea. This can give
Great Britain no cause of offence, nor
increasc the danger of a rupture. If on
the contrary, we should fold our arms
in security, and at last be suddenly in-
volv: 4 in hostilities for the maintenance
of our just rights, without any adequate
preparation, our responsibility to the
eountry would be of the gravest charac-
ter. Should collision between the two
countries be avoided, as I sincerely hope
it may be, the additional charge upon
the treasury, in making the necessary
preparations, will not be lost; while, in
the event of such collision, they would
be indispensable for the maintenance of
our national rights and national honor.

I have seen no reason to change or
modify the recommendations of my an-
nual message in regard to the Oregon
‘question. The noti~e to abrogate the
treaty of the 6th of August, 1827, is au-
thorized by the treaty itself, and cannot
be regarded as a warlike measure ; and
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try, by which the Government has pas-

sed into the hands of new rulers. This
event has procrastinated, and may poss:-
bly defeat, the settlement of the diffe-
rences between the United States and
that country, The Minister of the
United States to Mexico, at the date of
the last advices, had not been received
by the existing authorities. Demonstra-
tions of a character hostile to the United
States, continue to be made in Mexico,
which has rendered it proper, in my
judgement, to keep nearly two-thirds of
our army on our southwestern frontier.
In doing this many of the regular mili-
tary posts have been reduced to a small
force, inadequate to their defence should
an emergency arise,

In view of these circumstances,” it
is my “jadgment” that “an increase of
our naval and military force is at this
time required,” to place the country in a
suitable state of defence. At the same
time, it is my sctled purpose to pursue
such a course of policy as may be best
calculated to preserve, both with Great
Britain and Mexico, an honorable peace
which nothing will so effectually pro-
mote as unanimity in our councils, and
a firm maintenance of all our just rights,

JAMES K. POLK.

Washington, March 24, 1846.

MR. CALHOUN.

The following sketch of Mr. Calhoun,
i1s from the ready pen of a correspon-
dent of the Boston Journal—a whig pa-
per:—

To those who have not seen Mr. Cal-
houn, a short sketch may not be unac-
ceptable. He jis a man of about 62
years of age—about six feet in height,
though the extreme slenderness of his
person gives him an appearance of grea-
ter height.  His hair 1s a dark grey, ve-
ry thick; and very strong; and he
wears it brushed up and standing erect
from his forehead, which is rather low
and narrow. His features are, I think,
the most expressive I ever saw—and his
eye is a living wonder—no man that I
know, possesses so penetrative a glance.
I remarked him a short time ago, when
Allen was making his violet attack up-
on him, and although he replied calmly,
and in a few sentences demolished the
arguments of the noisy Ohioan, yet the
unconscious curl of the lip, the contemp-
tuous glance of his eye, and the uneasy
shufiling in his chair, plainly demon-
strated thut he is a man of naturall
quick and sensitive feelings, and felt an-
noyed—just as an elephant can be vex-
ed by a musquito.

His head is rather small—hardly, I
believe, what a phrenologist would call
a fine head—nor, I understand, is he ve-
ry remarkable for phrenological assis-
tance in his acquired greatness—but he
is sufficiently great without it. His
dress is always a plain black, without
ornament of any kind—he makes no
display of jewelry, except a watch chain
and bunch of seals, which he wears af-
ter the old fushioned manner. He wears
a plain black military stock, with an up-
right collar, and has, as you perceive at
2 glance, an utter contempt for show or
affectation—on the contrary, he is care-
less almost to slovenliness in the matter
of dress, and the veteran old blue cloak
in which he daily walks to the Senate,
looks as if it had done sufficient service
to entitle it to be pensioned off for life
in the family wardrobe or the National
Institute,

Mr. Calhoun’s style of speaking is
plain and unassuming ;—he is as terse
as Webster, and depends for effect 1nore
on logical argument, than on tropes and
flowers of rhetoric. 'He makes no dis-
play of action, or the usual accompani-
ments of oratory. ~ He seldom moves a
foot, but clasp his hands before him, and
proceeds in a loud, manly tone, to grap-
ple with his argument. "With him eve-
ry sentence is a blow. He has no dodg-

ing—no winding—no appealing to the |

passions—no American eagle’s “ patri-
otism,” and all that kind of thing—but
he js clear und precise in his reasoning,
and powerful in his attack on the errors
of his opponents—who, in the present
instance, are his *f[riends.” He does
not descend to personality—but his look
expresses indignation beiter than words,
and his hints of scorn is sharper than
an(y two-edged invective. Thus, while
relering to the scoffing manner in which
his recommendation of a “wise and
masterly inactivity” had been spo-
ken of, and assuming that many sen-
ators and others understood by this
¥ mere inaction,” the sneering manner
in which he assured those who thus con-
strued his meaning, that “ they were but
in the horn-book of politicalyscience,”
expressed more, as he turned round and
spoke it at Hannegan, than an elaborate
half-hour’s vindication of advice, which

all understood, however they might |

have represented it.

He only deals with facts, and is es-
sentially a practical man. He discards
all theories, and is reported to have a su-
preme coftempt - modern meta-

physics, deeming them visionary. If
the speech he delivered yesterday'in an
hour and a half, had been diluted on the
Hannegan system, it would have occu-
pied at least three days.

However we may c?iﬂ‘er from Mr. Cal-
houn in some of his political views. yet
all must confess that he is one of the
greatest men of the age, and his great
intellectual precedence is rendered more
admirable by the uniform morality of
his life. I believe that the whispers of
calumny have never dared to breathe
aught against the purity of his manners,
He has neither gambled nor dissipated ;
but when exempt fora time from pub-
lic duties, his days are spent on his
plantation, which isone of the best in
the South, and exhibits throughout
marks of the exccllent taste and the love
of agriculture of its proprietor, WC.

THE BANNER.

“ LIBERTY AND MY NATIVE SOIL."
CHARLES H. ALLEN, Editor.

Abbeville C. 1L, . C.:

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1, 1846.

Message of the President—In ano-
ther column will be found this docu-
ment, which is in answer to the call of
the Senate upon the President, to know
if the present aspect of affairs in this
country, according to his judgment, de-
manded an enlargement of the army
and navy. It will be seen that the Pre-
sident has recommended such an in-
crease, which has produced some consi-
derable excitement and alarmed the
fears of many. It would seem that in
recommending such precautionary mea-
sures the President had departed from
his former opinions with regard to the
probabilities of war, for he has expressed
himself as not fearing such a result.

The position of this Government upon
the Oregon question is a critical one,
and becoming more and more so, and
the present signs of the times are
any thing else but favorable to an ami-
cable settlement. Dark clouds are be-
ginning again to gather in the political
sky, and the storm may yet burst upon
our heads with all its pent up furies.
This endless question still remains open,
and every mail bring the very gratifiy-
ing tidings of some Senator having spo-
ken eloquently for or against the notice,
and of some other having the floor for
the next chance. Attempts have been
made formerly by Mr, CaLuouy, and re-
cently by Mr. ALLEN to close the ques-
tion by taking the vote upon it; but so
far, such efforts have been a failure.
Oregon, Oregon, is still the sweet ex-
haustless theme. Why the necessity of
every member speaking upon this
thread-bare question? T'he yea or nay
of many of them would be infinitely
more eloquent and more satisfac-
tory to their constituents and pleusing to
the country in general.

Foreign News—By the steamer Hi-
bernia, we have news from England,
twanty-two days later, which is interest-
ing and important. There is no doubt
of the final success of Sir RoBerT PeEL’S
free trade measures, as a large majority
in the House of Commons will support
him in it. There has already been
quite a lengthy debate in the lower
House upon the measure; and so great
was the excitement to know the result,
that business out of doors was almost
entirely suspended.

The refusal by our Government to
arbitrate upon the Oregon gquestion pro-
duced, considerable excitement among

o
politiciyns ;- but the speedy departure of
the.stéamer, leaves us in the dark as to
the effact'it may have upon Parliament.

The British forces in India have had
a severe engagement with the Sikhs, in
which they have sustained a Joss of kil-
led over 3,000 men, many of them offi-
cers of rank and distinction. The loss
upon the side of the Sikhs estimated at

from 25 to 35,000. It is said they
fought with great bravery, and were
well prepared with arms—their canon
of the largest calibre, amounting to 150
pieces. Ifsuch be the case, the British
loss must be greater than represented.
This war may have a very material in-
fluence upon the Oregon question, for
England would indeed have her hands
fall if this matter should result in a rup-
ture between her and the United States
whilst she has such formidable foes to

contend with in the Sikhs,
e ——————
(FUR THE BANNER.)

“OWE NO MAN ANYTHING.”
M. FEditor =—The maxim above,
was given in the spirit of inspiration by
one, who was no stranger to the true
source of human happiness. The feli-
city springing from a conscious freedom
from indebtedness, is perhaps unknown
to many of your readers. The contrac-
tion of debt is the folly and madness of
our age and country. The facility of
obtaining credit is the procuring cause
of the ruin of thousands for time, and
for eternity. It first tempts persons to
live in advance, and beyond their means,
which ruins them for this life, and when
they become involved, then they are
tempted to use unrighteous ways to be
relieved of their liabilities, and this ruins
them for eternity. The ethical philo-
sophy of the world, and the moral code
of heaven’s Book, alilce teach the fact
that there is but one way of discharging
a debt—and that 1s by paying the de-
mand. To take a legal advantage of a
creditor can never be justly construed
into obedience to the admonition of reli-
gion, * Owe no man anything.” -
Both the policy and morality of seve-
ral of our laws which gives the debtor
the advantage of the creditor, may be
called in question. 'The statute of limi-
tation of time, is of this class, in which a
mere lapse of time discharges liability,
and a difgrence is made between one
kind of indebtedness and another. Now
this very law bears heavily upon those
who are in defenceless circumstances
and need the protection of the strong
arm of law.  All that law ought to say
in this case is, that lapse of time shall
render proof more difficult, and never
make it a proof of the non-existence of
fact. This statute in its operations has
often shielded fraud and oppressed the
orphan. It has operal.ed as a legal dis-
charge from the payment of millions of
money: but this is no obedience to the in-
Junction, “ Owe no man anything.”

The statute respecting usury belongs
to the same class. This has not the
first redeeming feature—it is nothing
more nor less than a bribe to villany.
It is said you must hold out inducements
to detect violations of law ;—if the vio-
lations of law cannot. be detected with-
out corrupting the citizen, the law ought
to be repealed. The one who promises
excessive interest, is more guilty than
the other, if he made the promise with
the secret intention to avail himself of
this act afterwards, and besides he may
in this disposition make the offer, and if
either should be punished, the penalty
should fall on the more guilty. If a
man promises, he is bound to fulfil in
the very sense he knew his promise to

‘be understood, otherwise he remains un-

der the full condemnation of the com-
mand, “ Owe no man anything.”
The insolvent debtors’ act, in some

of its provisions, and the law respecting |

persons called in law infants, belong to
the immoral category; but our limits
will not permit the exposition, and, we

pass on with the single remark that if |
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was a deliberate fraud perpetmladﬂupon‘
thousands of our citizens. Language
is too feeble to portray the moral turpi-
tude of the law. Among its many ob-
Jectionable features, we now only no-
tice two, by its full and perpetual dis-
charge, and its post facto bearing. The
first contains the diabolical feature of
Government’s laying violent hands upon
the justly acquired progerty of one citi-
zen, and forcibly transferring it to those
who were buse enough to accept the
wicked offer. In this may be discover-
ed the germ of all those hated agrarian
schemes of both continents, and was one
step towards reducing our citizens to
a common level—abrogating all rights
of property, and severing every bond of
social order. The precedent has been
set, and what shall follow may be the
enactment of the wildest dreams of Fou-
RIER, of R, Dare, Owen, or of JoE
Swmite.  As if the deed was not suffi-
ciently villainous, another dark feature
is added—it paid debts contracted years
previvus to the passage of the act, which
blackens the fraud perpetrated upon the
creditor, as it permitted the debtor to
take advantage of a law, which neither
party anticipated when the contract was
made. Thelaw being so deeply wicked,
and grossly immoral, the fact of any
man having taken benefit of i, r...

a very strong presumption against botu
his christianity and his morality. The
bankrupt, though discharged by man,
1s not discharged in the Court on High ;
he is sull under an eternal necessity
to pay with valuable consideration all
his debts, and thus obey the Apostolic

command : “Owe no man anvthing.”
Ny v %

e —————
ENGLISH NEWS.
We give below some extracts from
English papers received by the Hiber-

nia :—

Riots at InvernEss,—The following
is an extract of a letter from Inverness,
dated the 8th of February :—

“ We are at present in a state of seige,
and our towns under martial law, in con-
sequence of severe potato riots. Several
houses have been attacked, and windows
robken. Several persons have been woun-
ded from stones, und a few with the bay-
onet, but no shois have been fired, and,
up to now, no lives lost. Although
things at prescit wear a pacific aspect,
it is by no means certain that, after the
Sacramental week now terminated, the
distarbances will not be resumed.”

SwiTzerLanp,—On the 14th inslnnt,

decree regulating the formation of the
Constituent Assembly. ‘I'he election of
Deputiesis to be held on the 7th of
March. There is to be one Deputy for
every 300 citizens, making 139 Depu-
ties for the whole canton.  The qualify-
ing age for voting has hitherto been
twenty-three years, but on this occasion
those who have attained twenty are to
be admitted to give their sufferages.
The only exceptions are men of un-
sound mind, bankrupts, those who have
veceived charitable relief, and convicts
condemned to infamous punishments,
To be eligible to become a Deput 7, the
candidate must be a citizen of Jerne,
be qualified to vote, and be of twenty-
three years of age and upwards. T

Constituent Body is to mest oa the 16th
of March. pogtold

ImMEDIATE REPEAL.—Our  readers
are already prepared for the announce-
ment which we have now the pleasure
of making, that M. Villiers has given
notice of his intention to move, in the
Comnmittee of the Y .use on' tho Minis+-
rial Cortf Bill, wa amendment for ma-
.kingﬁlﬁﬁ'-plai repeal of the corn-law im-
mediate. After : the very satisfacto:
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an infant fourteen years old may"forféic i hed

his life, no good cause can be shiow
why he may not sign away his. clain
to his property, and the plea <f infancy
ought always to brand with infamy. 1|
But the most immoral and W’”ﬂf
all laws, was the Bankrupt Act, s ‘the
Congress of the United States. Its life
was short; but its career was fraught
with the deepest corruption, Villany
was never legalized before to the same
extent in any christian land. That Juw
is the foulest stamp upon the pages of
our Legislation. It wasa violent thyust
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