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i 3 . i " went back to his seat beside the empty | ¢ Yes " he said, with an effort.  ** She | the scene before me.  To this day, I can-
THE PROFESSOR'S ADVENTLRE. | wen a Vit 'not reeall it withont something of the

| hearth. ! y - ! ) :
| ] entered. The chalet was of a better! T was abont to ask what ailed her, but  same fm-kenm;: sensation.
Inside the hut, by the light of a pine-

Between eight and ten years ago, 1 en-| those usually found at so great @mething in his face arvested the ques-
ina l?ng vacation cmpmgn;‘["}m:g 1| :;:rt:imdp. mnaisti;:g of a dairy and | m on mn_w,- lips. Iknew not, to this hluur. toreh thrmst into an iron sconce soninst
the Alps of Suvoy. I was alone. 1 J ok | honseplace, with a loft overhead. A ta- | giat that something was. I conld not | the wall, T saw the herdsman kneeling by
ject was not amusement, but study. ne it then @ I eannot deseribe it now ; | the body of his wife ; giieving over her,
like an Othello ; kissing her white Jips,

—

e i ble, with three or four wooden stools oe- | eri 10
occupy nl‘l‘ﬂws;;nn_; (,-lm;r. a:;li{ﬂf&;nrmu : t I hope I may never see it in a living | lie >
gaged in the collection of material: e again. i wiping the blood stains from her yellow

; cupied the center of the rom;u. T}w raf- 1
work ; " | tors were hung with branches of dried | : . | stai
: on the Flora of the higher Alps; T followed him to the foot of a l¢dder  hair, raving oat inarticulate eries of pas-

| herbs and long strings of Indian corn. !

and, to this end, traveled chiefly on foot.
My ronte luy away from the beaven paths
and pasces. I often journeyed for days
throngh regions where there were neither |
fmms por villages. 1 often wandered from
dawa till dusk among sterile steeps un-
known even to the herdsmen of the upper
pasturage end untrodded save by the
ehamois and the hunter. I thonght my-
self fortunate at these times if, toward
evening, 1 succeeded in stearing my way
down to ihe nesrest chalet, where, in
eompany with u half-civage moununtainecr
and a berd of mileh goots, T might find F
the shelter of o rafter roof, and a supper |
of bluck bread and whey. ;
On one puticnlur evening I had gone |
farther than nsnal, in pursuit of the Sene- |
cio unflocis, o rave plant which I had hith- !
erto ' Zevad indicenons to the sonthern

" ¥aany -of Monte Rose, but of which IE
|

had suceeeded in finding one or two dif-
ferent specimens. It wasa wild and bar-
ren district, difficult to distinguish with
any degree of precision on the map; bnt
laying smong the upper defiles of the Fal
de Dagnes between the Mount Pleureur
and the Grand Combin. On the waste
of rock strewn mass to which I had ¢limb-
ed. there was po sign of human habita-
tion. Above we, liy the great ice-ields
of Corbussiere, surmounted by the silver
summits of the Grafienicre and Combin. |
“Fo my left the sun was going down rapid- |

between an arest of ‘small peaks, the .’
highest of which, as wellas I eould jndge |
from Osterwall’s map, was Mouat Utane |

——— ¢ Chieilon.  In ten minates more, these |

- ooy

peaks wonld be erimson; in one shnrti
#alf-hour, it would be night. I

To be henighted on an Alpine platean
towards the latier end ol September s
mot o desicable position. I Knew it by
recent experience, and had no reason to
repeat the experiment I therefore began
retrocing my route as rapidly as I conid
descending in an north-westerly direction
sod keeping a shorp look-ont for any
ohalet that might oficr a shelter for the
might. Pnshing forvard thus, I found
myself presently at the head of a little
verdant ravine, channeled, as it were, in |
the face of the platean. I hesitated. It
soemed, through the gathering durkness, |
a8 if I conld descern vague traces of a |
path trampled here and there in the deep I-

It also seemed as if the ravine |
rended down towards the npper pastures |
which were my Cestination. By follow- |
ing it I conld searcely go wrong. Where |
there is grass, there are generally cattle |
and a chalet ; and I might possibly find
a mearer resting place thanI bhad antiei-
pated. At all events I resolved to try |

f
i

-

The ravine proved shorter than I had |
»ted and, instead of leading immedi- |
ately downward, opened upon a second |
u, through a well worn footway |
struek off abruptly to the left. Pursning
the footway with what speed I might, I
_eame, in the course of a few minutes, to a
sadden slope at the bottom of which is a
basin almost surrounded by gigantic lime-
stone cliffs, luy a small dark lake, a few
fields, andaoﬂnlet. The rose tints had
by this time come and gone; and the
suow had } ut on that ghosth grey which
precedes the dark. BeforeI conld des- |
vend the s'ope, skirt the lake, and mount |
the little eminence on which the house |
stood sheltered by it back-gronnds of |
rocks, 1t was already niglit, and the stars |
woere 1 Lie XY, |
I weut up to the door and kuocked : no |
one answered. 1 opened the door: all
was &k, I pmised—held iy breath—
fistencd—aneed T oeonld distingnish a |
Tosr sound, 23 of soma one ln‘r-at!:in;_.: i |
knacked axnn. AMr second knock was |
followed Ly & quick noise, like the push-
iu.: of o l'Tl'.'.il'. and a4 mun’s \'oicl.‘,, suid,

hoarselv: ’
= Who is thepe 2"

<A tuveler,” I veplied, * sccking !
sielter for ihe night.” y |

A heavr footetep crossed the fioor, a |
aharp flish shor through the durkness, |
and [ saw by the flickaing of tinder, a |
man's face Loudine over a lantern.  Hav- |
ing lighted it, he said, with scaree a glauce
fowards the door, ¢ Enter, traveler,” and

i eat, traveler.”

A clock ticked in a corner ; a kind of a|
e +ostlos .‘%tuud in a recess |
beside the fire-plact T .
tice, at the fartll’u»st'eud. I cqnld hear the
cows feeding in the onthonseN)tyon d. |

Somewhat perplexed ab the MIPCY of
my reception. [ anstrapped my ™S
sack and specimen-box, took possessTON
of the mearest stool, and asked if T could
bhave supper. 1

My host looked np with the air of a |
man intert on other things. I repeated [
the inqairy.

Yo ™ he =a

=

id, wearily; ““you can

With this he crossed to the other side i
of the hearth stooped over a dark object |
which until now I had not obsorved,

i srouched in the corner. and muttered a!

word or two of unintelizible patois.  Tho
objeet moangd ; lifted up o bewildered !
woman’s white face: and rose slowly |
from the floor. The herdsman pointed |
to the iable, and went back to his stool |
und his former attitnde. The woman, !
after prusing helpless, nsif the effort to |
remmember something, went out into the |
the dairy, came back with = brown loaf |
and u pan of milk, and set thein before
me on the table. {

Aslong as I live I shall never forget
the expression of that woman's face.  She
was young and very pretty: but Ler bean-
tv secmed turned to stone.  Every fea-
ture bore the seal of unspeakable terror.
Every gestunte was meckanical. In the
lines that furrowed her brow was a hag-
gardness more terrible then haggardness
of age. In the Jocking of her lips there
was an angmish beyond the utterance of
words. Tlough she served me. I do
not think she saw me. There was no
recognition in her eyes; no apparent
consciousness of any object Jor circnm-
stance external to the secret of her own
despaiz.  All this I poticed during the
Lrief moments in which she brought me
my supper. That dene, she erept away,
exactly, into the snme dark coruer, and
sank down again o mere huddled heap of
clothing.

As for her husband there was something
upnatural in the singulur immobility of
s attitude. There he sat, his body bent
forward, his chin resting on his palms,
his eyes staring fixed at the blackened
hearth, and not even the involuntary
quiver of a nerve to show that he lived
and breathed. I couid not determine
his age, analyze and observe his features
us I might. He looked old enough to be
fifty, and young enough to be forty ; and
was o fine museular mountaineer, with
that erave cast of countenance which is
peculiar to the Valasian peasant,

I could not eat. The keeness of my
mountain appetite was gone. I sat as if
facsinated in the presence of this strange
pair ; observing both and apparently, by
both as much forgotten as if I had never
crossed their threshold. We remained
thus, by the dim light of the lantern and
the monotonous ticking of the clock, for
some forty minutes or more as profound-
ly silent. Sometimes the woman stirred,
as if in pain ; sometimes the cows struck
vheir herns against the manger in the out-
house. The herdsman alone sat motion-
less, liko a man cast in bronze. At
length the clock struck nine. T had by this
time became so nervons that I almost
drended to Lienr my own voice interrupt
the silence. However, T pusiied my plate
noisily aside, and said, with as much
show of case as 1 could muster :

¢ FHave you any place, friend, in which
T ean sleen to-nizht 7

He shifted his position uneasily and
without looking round replied in  the
same form of words as before :

- Yes, you ean sleep travelor.”

““Where. In the lolt above?”

He nodded afiirmatively, tool the lan-
tern from the tuble and turned toward
the dairy. As we passed, the light stream-
ed for a moment over the erouched tigure
in the corner. :

**Is your wife ilI?" T asked pausing
and looking back.

His eyes met mine for the first time,

| of tronble, I cxSagnishe
Aand stood looking ou
peaksand glaciers, Theirsolitud» seemed |
to be more than usually awml; thei

and a shudder passed over his body.

‘

\ - :’ZA ..j

the further en of the dairy.
*Up there,” he said; pliced the lan-

throngh a lat- | tan in my hand, and strode heavily buacl:

isto the darkness.

I went up, and fonnd myself in a long '
grinary, stored with eorn sacks, hay, on-
is, rock salt, checses, and farminz im-
pements. In one corner were the unu-
saad luxuries of a mattress, a roe, aned 2
hree-legged stool, My first eare was to
';lﬂu' a systematic inspection of tae Ioft
anetll thatit contaimed ; my next toopon |
a ktte unglezed lattico with a sliding i
shatter. 105t opposita my bed,

The nIWET W britliant, anl a stream

of fresh st and miwgizint pomrad fn.—
Oppressel by a stran, tyndefined seuse |

Cthe despair,
cand he had shen

the lankera, *

Dstonate remorse, and eallinge down all the
Lenrse s of Heavea npon Lis own hiead, and

that of =ome other man who hal bronght
this crime wpon him! 1 understoo] it alt
now—=all the mystre, all the Lerror, all
Shehal sinned arainst hin.
hore fho was ite
deal. The very kaif e, with its hilsous
testimony fresh apm the Glale, Loy newr
the Jdoor. -
I tarned and A1 lin v, wildy, ik

a man with Woothoanla on his trash -
now, sbimbline over *stones; now, torn
Ly hriers uow, mausing asaoment {o
talie Breath s wow, iashing forwapd fastor
Lot now, battiine ap hill with

ing daegs aad trendline fimbs;

S
gy sb ey aepndg tho 1
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silence more than usually profouad. I
could rot belp associating thom in some
vague way with the mystery in £z honse

I perpiexed myself with all kinds of wilil |

conjectures as to what the natuce of that
mystery might be. The woman’s fSwes
huanted me like a dream. Acin and

| again T went from the lattice, vainly Iist-

enitg for any sound in the rooms bhelow,
A long time went by thus, until a* leagth
overpowered by the futignes of the
I stretehed myself on the matteess, Lok
my knapsack for a piiow, and £
asleep.

I tan giess neither how lonz iy sleep
lasted, nor feom what eause L awoli. 1
only know that my sleep was dreariless
an! pro'ound ; and that I stavted from
it aWiidenly, unaccountably, tremblin r in
ever | nerve, and ]mmﬂs;‘-.-.l l:_‘.’ an over-
whehbaing sense of danger.

Doager! Danger of what kind? Fieom
what? From whenee? Tlooked round—
1 wasalone, and the quiet moon was shin-
ing in as serenely as whom I S0 asdoep.
I got up, walked to and iro, reasoned #its
myself ; all in vain.
beatings of my heart.
the horror that oppressed my brain. I
felt that I dared nos lie down agiin ; that
I must get out of the honse souzcow and

at once; that to stay wonll be deatia; |
that the instinet by which I was governed

must at all costs be obeye:l.

I could not bear it. I resolved to es-
cape, or at all events to sell life dearly. I
strapped on my kuap.ack, arm=d myself
with my iron-headed alpenstoek, took my
large clasp-knife between my teeth, and
began cautiously and noiselessly to de-
scend the ladder.
half way down. the alpenstock, whiah I
was studiously keeping clear of the lad-
der, enconatered some dairy vessel, and

s-nt it clattering to the grounil. Caution, |

aiter this, was useless, I sprang forward,

reache] the outer room at a bonud, and |

found 1it, to my amazemcnt, desericd,
with the*loor wide open, and the moon-
light streaming in. Suspecting a trup,
my first impulse was to stand still, with

wy back against the wall prepared for a |

desperate defense. All was silent. I
could only hear the ticking >f the clock,
and the heavy beating of my own heart.

The pallet was empty, The bread and

milk were still standing where I hal leit |

them on the table. The herdsman’s stoo!
still occupied the same spot by the deso-
late hear'h.
gone—gone in the dead of night - leaving
me, a sln{i:gcr, in the sole oceupation of
their homeo,

While Il was vet irresolnte whether to
g0 ur sta_\la 1l while T was wondering at
the strangeness of my position, I hear.

or fancied®. heard something that mizght |
e

have beene.c wind, save that there was
no giv stiring—something thet might
have beef? dhe wailing of a humen voic-.
I held my breath—heard it again—foi-
lowed 16 ad it died away. * # ¥ 1 hal
not far to go. A line of light gleamiuz
ender the door of a shed at the bask of
the chalet, lind a ery more bitfsrand mors
pierciug thuhn any 1 had yet heard, guidad
e direct to the spot.

I looked in—recoiled with horror—wen'
back, as if fascinated ; and so stood for
some moments unable to move, to think,
to do anything but stare helplessly upon

I could not stuy the |
I conld nct naster |

When I was abont

But he and his wife were |

s, ohbohe for (he ieher esgr

and casting nover a wlanes holiy U
iengtir I reachald a bare phitoan above ts
ing ol verctation, wiere I dronoad ex-
heasted,  Here 1 lay for a lous tim,
Choaten and stanetald, nnlil the inteiso
coil of approaching Jdawn foresdl uom
e the necessity of weiion, I rose and
looked aroan 1 on the seone, no feare o
whielt was feniliartr me. 'Phevosy saow-
poaks, thonzhv 1 knew thay mast 1o the
same, 2ol andise the perks of vester Lay.
ors, se0n from s ddid pent
it of view, 2catme] new forma, a5 i
pupnass 1y byl rme, i Y !
Bad o reeoarss bt £ elim) he nearest
e

I TSy Wten

sl

M N

b owas nrobably thu: o

grteral view mirht e obiained, I did
5 4 g ¢l : i

B0, JAsE as ghe Lyst helt of ) wwnfe s

Cturnel aolden in the
A sunarh pruarorma la stehed
me, peat beyond perk, glacier hevond
shicier, valley andd ploe forest 2ml ]u‘af are
slope, 0l flashed and pelpitating in the
crimson vapors of the Jawn,  Hore and
theve L conld fraee the foum of a water-
! fall, the silver thread of o torpent:
Biere and thors the canony of faint Llae
smoke that wave-el npward from some
liwmlet amongs the hills.  Sallenly my
"eye feil upon a littls lake—a snllen pool——
Caying in the shade of an amphithentre
of rocis some eizht hnndred feet below.
Untii that moment the nicht and its ter-
rors appenred to have passed like n wicked
| vision ; bui now the very sky secmed dark-
ened above me. Yos, th re it lay at v
| feet.  Youd 'r was the path by which I hai
[ descended from the plateau, and, lower
i still, the aceursed chalet with its back-
ground of rugged clifl’ und overbanging
precipices.  Well might chey lay in sha-
dow! Well might the sunlight refuse to
| touch the ripples of that lake with gold,
! and to Light up the windows of that house
¢+ with an itlhmination direet from Heaven!
! 'Thus stauding, thus looking down, I
' became aware of a strenge sound, a sonnd
singnlarly distinet, but far away, a soand
| sherpier and hollower-than the fall of an
avalanche, and nulike anything that I
remembered to have heard. While I was
yet asking myself what it was or whence
it eame, I saw a considerable fragment of
rock detach itself from one of the heights
overhanging the biks, bound rapidly from
i ledge to ledge, and fall with 2 heavy plash
[ into the water below. It was followed by
| a cloud of dust, and a prolouged reverbe-
ration, like the rolling of distaut thnnder.
| Next moment u dark fissnre sprang into
- sight il down the face of the precipice—
| the fissare beeamn a ehasm-——the whole
eliff wavered before my eyes—wavered,
¢ parted, seat up a eataract of earth ana
| stones, and slid slowly down, dvwn into
[ the valley.
Deafenwd by the crash, and hinded by
the dust, I toverad my face with my
s nands, and cantieipated instant aesirie-
tion. The echoss, however, ded awsy,
el were succeeded by o soiemn silence.
The platean on which E stood, renteined
fivan and nnshaken. I lovked np.
The sun was shining as seroaely, the
landseape sleeping as pewsefilly as belove,
Modiing was changed, save Lnd o wide

east, unl thosan

3 by i].".?.,r »

white sear now deficed all o side of the
- great Himestono basin: below, and a gluastly
mownd of rain fided the val
Beneath that moud iny buried oll rocord
of Lo gime to whiel I had been an un-
I wilse, Z '

Vitu'y to its jvot.

.

—




