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¥ivid Description of Scenes on the
Battlefield.

SOLDIERS WHO ONLY GO FORWARD

Terribly Hot Work on Firing Lines—
Enemy Puts Up Strong Resistance,
But Nothing Stands Before Terrible
Determination.

The artidlery tighting on the Ameri-
van sector where the Germins are btz
img driven by our buys ek upon the
Alsne river is of the most intense na-
ture.

Fdwin L. Jumes, whose cable dis-
patches to the New York Times wre

s vividly deseriptive as o take the

reigder intoe the midst of battle, writ-
M to his papaer says:

Pl prosent artillery engagement 18
In which the Americans
Bive taken part. We have been un-
wsuadly  successful In gelling our
putis up and in phwee, andd they are
clenn back  to

thie lirgest

pithing cneiny  arvis

the Alsne ranging on rowds and lines
ol commmunieation.  Judging from the
work some gunners did between the
Oreg amd the Vesle the enemy I8
having an unhappy time of It

German  artillery  work hampered
our  bridge  makers  yesterday,  but
nevertheless they made progress. The
patire of the ftghting by the  foe s
shown by the faet that our men in
Fisties < tondiny  sre mch pestered by
CGerman snlpers,  who remiined  hid-
den in garrets, s e pleking off our
wen here and there, These warriors
gt no gquanter where Americans lo-
et them.  As this is written  the
town hits ot vet heen entirely clear-
el

Pl petpent in which they left such
barges suantities of munitions brehiimal
kive the Germaes a chanee they ol
wetl overlook to play one of thelr f-
vorrite Kinds of warfare on the Ameri-
i, A thromgh the villages  amld
fnrmbouses he left infernad machines.

e ol his especinlly  devilish - ar-
ranecinents was placing an amount of
high explosive in a conspicuous spol,
conneetsl with an ordinary teslephone
wite, reaching ahead into  his line
Wien he believed  Amerleans  woere

mear the trmin, he would st off the
explosive by eleetricity.
Nunerons infernal machines
arvanged In digouts so that wny  one
them off, Yestoer-

were

stepping Inshide st

day u pile of  ammunition explodedd
twe days after the enemy hid left the
spol. 1t s believed Bt was set off by
s time bhomb arrangement.  Such man
traps were found in many places yes-

terday and  warnings  against  them
were issued to all our troops.

The Americans  yesterday  made
prompt use of some of the captured
Boche material. Because of our rapld
advance we had need of extra engl-

necrs to work on the badly shelted

rogds. A whole regiment of plonecrs
wis equipped out of a stock of tools
left behind by the Germuans. Inci-
dentally in the German materinls left
Lonnon0 good 17 shells have been
pounted.

Lugdendorff, in a statement yester-
day,  sakd that M they were German

villiges which were heing left behind
it wonld b dolorous but fortunately
the villages left were not ierman.
According to the view in this army a
elvilized person would have said that
any villages behind o German retreat

were  dolorons  villnges,  What the
German invaders did not do to the
Fronch villages south of the Vesle

the American and French shells com-
pletiad, It seemed almost o speritice
to. level 5o mapny pretiy Jitthe plees,
but Foch knew it was o greater sac-
rilege to allow the enemy 1o atay in
them and ny plans to atiack 1'aris.

The whole conntryside 18 pockmark-
wil with shell holes by tens of thou-
sands, many (hrmerly fair flelds hav-
g so many shell holes that one ean
Hterally step from one to another.

Some tields are bloody
tlelds,  One vesterday 1 ean
never lorget.

To east, o woest, anmd morth of the
from which

these
1 saw

ol

roaul lay o wheat fleld

the enemy had  harvested the grain
Before the battle eame. To the south
of the romd o hundred sards  away
Iny a siretch of womds., North of the

whent fleld was o Inrge wool.

In a small fleld south of the roml
Iy o row  of bodies of Americans
where Clerman machine guns on the
somth shide of the romed hoald opemndl on
them.  What could vause o greater
theill than to walk forward o the
roiad and see the bodies of the Ger-
man machine punners in their nest
degal  from  bavonet  woumds?

o the north side of the road were
duevnts with American  spades Iving
about which told that our nien had
made them, amd then  fifty yvirl=
awny and steetching back Iny  deal
Germans.

That scene along the road told  an

elogquent  story.  The Americans  had
charged towand the road, only to be

met by German machine  gun fire,

Rushing on and suffering  losses,
they had bayoneted some of the gun-
ners and put others to flight.  They

had then taken positions on the north
shde of the road amd met a counter-
sttack, killing the Germans 1 saw Iy-
ing bevond. The whole story of the
battle lay there plainly.

Far north of the road out of the
wheat  ficld  could be seen  orderly
rows of shell holes, where our accu-
rate artillery had 1ald down a crecp-
Ing barrage, behind which the troops
had moved to the foes’ positions  at
the edge of the wood. Here and
there lay the body of a boy In hrown
who had paid the great price.

On the edge of the wood I walk-
od and there was a plcture that will
ever linger. In a pit perhaps fifty
fect long, twoenty feet wide, and fif-
teen feet deep the Germans had es-
tablished a strong position with em-
placements In the sides for machine
guns—maybe twenty of them.

There in the bottom of the pit In
utmost confusion lay fifteen or so dead
Germans and perhaps ten Americans.
In front of the pit lay nine dead of
our men.

The Americans had charged those
machine guns even into the pit, where
they fought hand to hand with the
gunners. It seemed that while fight-
ing there in the cockpit a s=hell had
fallen among them.

All along the edge of the wood

smaller machine gun nests had been
broken up.

A more cheerful story was told by
the¢ scene inside the wood where I
saw fifty or sixty Germans in a hun-
dred syuare yards who had been kill-
«d by high explosive shells where
our guns had raked them in their
flight. There were practically no
American bodles in the wood, but
there must have been several hun-
dred dead Germans.

As we came out of the wood a bury-
ing detall was hard at work. Amerl-
cans were burled first,

In a long grave were belng placed
perhaps fifty bodies of men from the
United States who had charged ma-
chine gun nests along the edge of the
wood, one of the ugliest fighting po-
sitions this war has presented. That
wits the last stand the Germans made
inst the Amerlcans before they re-
tiredd seross the Vesle river,

In a skirmish north of Flsmes yes-
terdiny the Amerlcans took seven pris-
oners from the 4h Prussian Guard
division, which had been put back in-
to the line after being taken out, fol-
lowing its defeat by the Americans ut

Sergy.
The American officers were sur-
prised to find that of these seven

men who had just been placed in the
sth Grenadier regiment as  replace-
ments six were Poles and the other
an Alsatian, It was a surprise that
such materlal should be used to fill
up one of the kaiser's crack regi-
ments. When asked about it, the men
replied that the enemy had no Prus-
sians to 1ill up the Prussian regiment
c¢ut up In the recent fighting., These
seven, when asked what they thought
of the war replied, “We have had
rnough.”

Talking to an officer who thought
thiat this replacement situation  was
very significant, I asked him If the
sunen soldiers  of the new class
which the Germans would have this

full might not make a difference In
the situation. He replied:
“Giermany has 500,000 new Ger-

mans.  The Allies have 5,000,000 new
Americans”

Iy @ side road yesterday about a
thousand Americans  were resting
during a hike. They had not been in
France as long as some other units,
Down the road came an  American
wuard with six prisoners. When the
new Americans saw who they were
they sprang up as one man and gazed
them., Then one of them, a lad
from North Carolina, spoke:

“so them's Boches! My God,
us to "em!"

That is the spirit of all the Ameri-
eans who have had no share thus far
in the victorious fighting. The men
are cager for their-chance, and are
sure that they can do just a little bet-
ter than their comrades who have
been lucky enough to get into the
fighting. Perhaps many of them will
soon get their chance for if the poli-
¢y .of Foch continues to be what it
has been since the enemy quit Cha-
teau Thierry, constant pressure will
e kept up on his rear for days to
come,

The more the Allles press the hard-
er It will be for the enemy to estab-
lish a strong line of reslstance, for
despite Hindenburg and Ludendorfl
and “Hard Luck Wlllie,” as the boys
call the crown prince, a retreating
army, It is held, cannot be stopped
in its trncks by waving the German
flag in its face,

CENTER OF MANY LEGENDS

lend

Dome of the Rock In the Holy Land,
Has Long Been Held Sacred.

The Mussulman’s grief at the fall of
Jerusalem is largely centered in the
fate of the Dome of the Rock. For
centurles devout Molammedans have
juurneyed to this spot, w. ich they
count only second to the holy places of
Mecea in religious signific. nce.

Directly under the rounded dome
topped with the Turkish crescent is
the sacred rock about which a host of
traditions—Jewish, Christian and Mo-
hammedin—have been collected. From
this rock Mohummed ascended into
heoven on his steed Bl Borak, the light-
niny, Here also, tradition s worth
anything, rested Noah's ark, and Jacob
saw the angelle vision. This spot is
18 miles nearer heaven than any other
on the earth, and the Turks accept
the old Jewish theory that this is the
conter of the earth. Here on the Juds-
ment day the angel Gabr.cl stands
when he sounds his trumpet.

There Is little room for argument
over these statements. You accept or
reject them as you will. But long and
heated huve been the learned disser-
tations to decide whether this identical
spot, already overcrowded with asso-
clntions, is the site of Solomon’s tem-
ple or the tomb of Christ. Science
now leans towards the former conclu-
sion and grants that very likely the
rock marks the place where stood the
altar of the famous Jewish temple.

Even for a confirmed skeptic the
place must hold some Interest, for the
structure protecting the rock is n
worthy rival of the Taj Mahal in beau-
ty of design. The ballding is octagon-
al like & mosque and popularly called
the Mosque of Omar, to the distress
of the well informed, who pointed out
that it is only a shrine and that the
true Mosque of Omar is a small vault-
like bullding in no way connected
with the sacred rock.

Mohammedan worship is as yet un-
disturbed by the viceroy of the Chris-
tians, the chief difference being thatl
the Mohammedan is now the tenant
and the unbeliever the landlord.

German troops are alrcady in Petro-
grad In strong force, says & London
Miispatch. Germany, fully aware that
the Bolshevist “jig Is up” is ready
and willing to act as the undertaker
of the “Reds” who handed Russia
over to her. With the power of the
Lenine-Trotzky government declining
dally and thus belng of no further
use to Berlin, the kaiser has set afoot
a scheme for the re-eatablishment of
the monarchy in Russia. That mon-
archy the kalser proposes to use Just
as he used Lenine and Trotzky. He
will use it to oppose Russian democ-
racy, and oppose the Allles who are
coming through Siberia

President Wilson spent Thursday
at Magnola, Mass, with his close
friend, Col. E. M. House. Washing-
ton believes that something blg Is
impending, but just what it is can-
mot be surmised.

NEGROES UNDER FIRE

Black Troops Stand Grownd With-
out Fliachiag.

WHOLE REGIMENT CITED FOR BRAVERY

Description of the Splendid Manner
in Which they Handled Machine
Guns and Artillery—Not Frightened
at Anything the Enemy Can Do.
With the American Armies Io

France, June 25 —(Correspondence of

the Assoviuted Press,)—One regiment

of negroes in the American army,

(Number deleted by censor) hias had

its baptism of fire on the fighting

ticlds of Frunce and scyuilted itsell
s0 well that the French comunander
ul the sector has cited the whole regi-
ment as worthy of receiving the war
cruss,  This regiment's repulse of the
enemny allack on the enrly morning of

June 12 (possibly at  Belleua  Wood

or Buuresches) was briefly referred to

i the otliciul communigue,

A luter and official report of the
engagement brings out interesting de-
Luils and gives credit to the otflcers
and men for fine Hghting qualities dis-
played in thelr initlal experience un-
der shell wnd machine gun tre. The
French commander of thut sector has
given the regiment the highest possi-
ble commendation for the results ac-
complished and the splendid fighting
spirit shown by the Ameriean negrocs.

For several days preceding the at-
tack there were evidences that  the
enemy wis preparing to strike o hlow.
Two days before one of the main
points held by the regiment had been
subjected to a strong bombardment of
nearly 100 shells, gas and shrapnel.
P'rior to the heavy enemy artillery
barriyge occurring on the morning of
the 12th, our advance groups heard
movements apparcntly  of narrow-
giuge track trains In the wood back
of the enemy lines, indicating they
were getting ready for an attack.

Every preparation had becn made
for meeting the move if It came, He-
sides the usual combat groups at the
main points of the line, a specil ma-
chine gun sectlon occupled a special-
Iy chosen position on a small sallent
projecting Into the enemy line. 13
wis aecompanled by a combal group
detalled from  reserve  company (o
carry rifles and hand grenades.

It was 215 on the morning of the
19th that the order to “stand to" wus
given and all combat groups and the
machine gun sectlon took their fight-
ing  position. The enemy artillery
now opened a violent bombardment,
engaging in a “box barrage" five of
our mailn groups and the speclal ma-
chine gun position, The lines of this
box barrage are well defined on the
ground, showing Its outer circuit
with a considerable scattering of hits
inside. The shells were mostly 77s,
with some 155s, gas, shrapnel and
high explosives. Ome of our points
recelved particular attention, prob-
ably by minenwerfer, the craters of
which were two yards in depth and
five yards In dlameter, The artillery
bombardment was extremely violent
at the start and tapered off gradually
until it stopped after 30 minutes,

Meantime under cover of the artil-
lery, the enemy Inflantry began Its
operations, adopting the infiltering
process by which detached groups are
thrust forward at a number of points
instead of moving In mass forma-
tion. One group came on with two
light machine guns, fiing & rather
intense fire Into one of our positlons.
Another group was estimated to be
about 25 or 30. At another point on
our front a stationery enemy patrol
took position, firing with two small
machine gurs. Now and then squads
would dart forward from thelr gun
positions. Elght Germans got up to
the wire In front of one of our po-
sitions, and four others approached at
another point, Besides these assault
groups which reached our line, there
were undoubtedly additional enemy
forces In assaultlng columns and sup-
porting columns which were unable
to enter the field.

The special machine gun group un-
der command of Lieut. L. E. Shaw,
was Ln one of the most exposed cen-
ters of the fighting, eing under ter-
rific artlllery fire and the fire of two
Gierman machine guns, Loeut Shaw
handled this very difficult situation
with cool bravery. The enemy bar-
rage was so cloge that It was Impos-
sible to stand up and Lieut. Shaw
controlled his guns by rollmg from
one to the other. His two guns fired
five thousand rounds,

Under this violent onslaught the
men stuck to thelr posts, earried out
every order without hesitation, often
under galling fire, and showed a high
degree of skill with thelr weapons
and coolness and courage. Each ma-
chine gun jammed three times, Wwas
partly disassembled and cleaned under
fire, continuing In action throughout
the engagement.

One team fired fourteen clips when
the gun jammed. HReporting this to
Lieut., Shaw they were ordered to
clear the Jam. While under intensc
fire of artillery and machine guns
they coolly dismounted the gun, re-
mounted it and continued firing until
ordered to cease. The fire of this
machine gun section was doubtless
unexpected by the enemy, and this
fact coupled with the effective fire
lald down was chiefly Instrumental In
causing the withdrawal of the ene-
my.

There were Instances of individual
bravery during the actlon. Private
Howard Galllard with a small rapid-
fire piece was unable from his position
to get a good fire to bear upon the
advancing enemy groups, so he cool-
Iy and with entire disregard of dan-
ger, mounted the parapet, and while
enemy bullets were flylng around him,
fired his rapid fire plece from the hip,
first at one group and then at the
other., Privates Smithfield Jones and
George Woods are especially mention-
ed for thelr coolness in the face of
violent shelllng when they dlsmount-
ed the machine guns and then reas-
sembled them and continued fighting
until the close of the action. Lieut. R.
C. Grame was in command of the
group which received the brunt of the
enemy fire which, besidea the barrage,
added a heavy fire of large minenwer-
fers. There was no flinching; the
group always worked under perfect
control, keeping all combat posts
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manned theugh three men Were
knocked down by the explosion of
shells, Others commended for cour-
age In the face of fire are Corporal
Frank Harden, Private H. D. Brown.
Corporal Bean, Sergeant G. A. Mor-
ton and Private Sanders.

From the elaborate artillery pre-
paration, the size of the box barrage,
and the extensive front occupled, the
coup de main attempted by the ene-
my was cleary Intended to be on &
rather exiensive scale.

Whatever may .have been the ob-
ject of the attack It was successfully
frustrated. No enemy party succeed-
ed In getting within assaulting dis-
tance of any part of the line except
at one point and here they were
quickly pressed back and then driven

'I'I'HAI'PEIS AND MINERS
Wuch Fighting Goes Oa Under the
Giround.

MANY SOLDIERS MEET DEATH THERE

ynerican Engineer Tells of Some
hrilling Experiences in Tunneling
Under Flanders Mud and French

;'Chaik.

-Our work in the Flanders trenches

was almost entirely confined to min-

Wg. As soon as the Germans had been

mted in thelr drive in August, 1914,
y had entrenched themselves and
erever the trenches of the Allies

¢ within 100 yards of their own
off, The shell torn condition of the y had p jed to start mining
ground tells of the flerceness of the ss No Man's Land. Early in 1915
action. That the enemy suffered :1;.). cxploded a large number of
considerably in  casualtles I8 NO'f5pe. ynderneath the Allied trenches.
doubted, as some of thelr ETOUPS(qho prench and British Immediately

pushed close Into the machine gun
fire, but as thelr men fell they were
carried off. The casualties on our
side were small and none of them
werious.

The chief importance of the action
was In bringing this American unil
for the first time under fire and de-
monstrating the steadiness and Aght-
ing ability of the men.

PRESIDENT TAKES A HAND

Has No Fear that the People of South
Carolina Will Elect dlease.

It has been understood for some
time that President Wilson would
very probably Indieate his preference
for the defeat of Mr. Blease., The ex-
pected development  has materialized
in a letter to Thomas H. Danlel,
Washington correspondent of the
Spurtanburg Herald, which letter was
published in that paper of last Fri-
duy. The correspondence Is as fol-
lows:

Washington, D. €., Aug. 15—The
president, just before leaving Wash-
ington late last night for a visit to
(*olonel House in Massachusetts, sent
the following letter to the Herald cor-
respondent:

The President's Letter.

“My Dear Mr. Danicl: Heplylng to
your letter of August 12th, let me say
that | have perfect confldence that the
prople of South Carolina will judge
rightly in the senatorial contest and
| have not the least fear that they will
believe that Mr. Blease is or can be a
friend to.the administration. The re-
cord of his opinions Is already written
and it is a little late to expunge It

“Sincerely yours,
“Woodrow Wilson.”

Was Reply to Daniel,

The president’s letter was in reply
to one from the Herald's correspon-
dent, dated last Monday, as follows:

“My Dear Mr, President: 1 have
noted much satisfaction In letting the
people know your desire that a cer-
talo Mttle band of wiltul-
re-elected to the senate and house of
representatives because of thelr ob-
structionist tactics on matters of vital
Importance In the conduct of the war.

Blease's Record.

“While I feel confident of the defeat
of Cole L. Blease for the senate to
succeed the late Senator Tillmam, 1
feel that an expression from you for
the benefit of the people of South
Carollna would help to make his de-
teat overwhelming, ~ You are doubt-
less aware of the savage attacks made
by Blease upon you and upon the ad-
ministration, several months after
America entered the war In which,
among other things, he declared that
the blood of every American soldier
killed on forelgn soll would be an un-
warranted sacrifice of American man-
hood chargeable to you. He I8 now
telling his followers that he is in fa-
vor of & third term for you, that he
will loyally support you If he is élect-
ed and is making other simllar state-
ments that are at absolute variance
with his whole career and his whole
record in and out of office. Even as
late as June of this year W a public
speech he dared the Federal govern-
ment to take the bridle off during the
months of July and August and al-
low a free discussion of the war and
its causes,

»1 should be wvery glad If you could
find It conslstent and convenient 1o
favor me with an expression for pub-
lication as to the desirabllities of the
defeat of Hlease. His opponent, Mr.
Dial, ls a loyal and patriotic citlzen
of my home city of Laurens and will
make a worlhy successor of Senator
Tillmian in the senate.

“With the highest respect and es-
teem, 1 am,

“Very truly yours,
“Thomas H. Daniel.”

How Americans Took Good Measure
—"We regret being unable on this oc-
casion to follow the counsels of our
masters, the French, but the American
flag has been forced to retire. This is
unendurable and none of our sold-
jers would understand their not being
asked to do whatever ls necessary to
reestablish a situation which is humil-
iating to us and unacceptable to our
country’s honor. We are going to
counter-attack.”

This vas a message sent by the
American commander of American
forces south of the Marne on Monday
afternoon of last week, after the
Germans had forced the Amerleans
back towards Conde-En-Brie. The
French commander informed the
Ameriean general that the early Ger-
man success could not have any great
effect on the battle; but that it was un-
derstood perfectly that after hard
fighting the Americans had slowly re-
tired and that it was not expected that
they immediately launch a counter-at-
tack. He added that a counter-attack
could be postponed without risk and
it might be better to give American
troops an hour’s rest

Immediately after the American
general sent the above messagc which
is quoted by the correspondent of the
Matin, the Americans launched their
counter-atiack and lost ground zq
soon recovered with an a =
half mile taken from the Germans for
good measure.

Lieut. David Putnan of the LaFay-
ette escradrille, a descendant of “Old
Put® of Rewelutionary fame, has
been decorated with the French mili-
tary medal, In acknowledgment of
his having brought down nime Ger-

man airplanes.

organized tunneling or mining com-
pnics and proceeded to counter-
mine.

MDuring 1915 they were mostly en-

aged on the defensive in these ope-

lons below ground, but towards
the end of 1915 and In 1916 and 1917
tHe Allles succceded In reversing the
state of affairs and were quite active
with offensive mining.

When 1 reached the trenches early
it the first week of January, 1916,
the British company 1 was with had
succceded In sinking o number  of
shafts (not, however, without hav-
ing severnl of them destroyed by Lhe
enemy during thelr construction) and
had driven o number of gullerics well
oyer towards the Hun lines. Our

ches here opposite Formelles av-
from 80 to 150 yards apart. On
aleount of shallow waler level we
avernged a depth of about 25 feet be-
low the surface, and only by constant
pumping with hand pumps were we
able to keep up the progress In our
galleries. The soll was generally a blue
plastic clay. At Intervals we would
strike wunning sands and when this
happened we usually found It wise to
uh.nm]on the drive and start new
workings.

At the outset many of our tunncls
also were destroyed by enemy “blows”
but we succeeded In putting In guite
an claborate sysiem In the course of
time. The sector we were operating
on had a frontage of approximately
half & mile and on this front we had
some sixteen shafts. From the shafts
we drove a complete system of defen-
slve galleries.

y Work in Silence.

There s a very marked difference
between mining In clay and chalk.
Later on in the Vimy Hidge arcea we
had considerable mining In chalk. In
clay it was possible for the Germans
a.@ ourselves to tunnel to within a
few feet of each other before we could
gz any sound of mining; and elab-
weraniaken to..ine)
‘silence. In chalk it is possible
to hear from much longer distances,
especially where the chalk contained
any amount of flint.

To iInsure sllent working In  the
clay we would use grafting tools in-
stead of shovels, No nalls were used
In the timbering, all sets being waged
with sand bags., Blankets were hung
In the end of gallerles to deaden the
nolse. As we approached nearer to
the enemy, the men working In ad-
vanced tunnels would have to use can-
vas shoes or work In their socks. As
the lives of everyone in the gnlleries
depended on silence the work was
conducted almost nolscleasly. When
we reached within striking distance
of the enemy we would build a charge
chamber and load It with guncotton,
connecting up with detonators and a
double set of leads to the charge, and
at the right moment fire these charges
from the trench above by means of
blasting machines, From this clay
soil and at a depth of from 20 to 75
feet, we would blow craters sixiy to
sevenly feet wide with a small charge
of G600 or 700 pounds of guncotton.

As a mnatter of fact when we met
the Hun below ground in No Man's
land we would endeavor to fire
“camouflets,” that Is, a charge calcu-
lnted to destroy enemy galleries but
not to hreak the surface of the ground,
We would usually earry on our work
until we heard the Germans talking.
When you ean hear the enemy talk-
ing In clay you can bhet they are pret-
ty close. On some occasions we have
in thia way fired our mines when
within three or four feet of cnemy
mines,

Deep Under Earth.

Trench mining in elay is much more
dangerous than in chalk on account
of the diMculty of hearing opcrutions
untll you are almost on top of them.

In the chalk country further south,
in the Vimy Ridge trenches and the
Somme area, we were mining at much
greater deptha,

Some of our mines were 150 feet
deep, and after the battle of the
Somme we found the Germans at
Fricourt had & mine system 200 feet
deep. For these chalk mines we used
a different and much stronger high
explosive than guncotton.

With the British we used individual
mine charges as large as 100,000
pounds. These would blow cone-
shaped craters several hundred feet
in diameter and well over 100 feet
deep.

Some Idea of the terrific force of
these mines can be obtained when you
compare the bursting charge of the
Mills bomb, which contains four
ounces of ammonia with the single
mine charge of 100,000 pounds or 400,-
000 times that t. You t
see & hand bomb like the Mills burst

without having some respect for its
it

Neardy all of our work on these
Flanders mines was done by hand. At
times our galleries and tunnels would
be half full of water and it required
constant pumping, day and night, to
with the operations.
dirt was handled in sand
brought out from the main
on rubber tir:d mine cars
holsted ta the surface by wind-
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Losses Not Heavy.
We were very fortunate In our
work below ground, 1n not losing more
men than we did, but it required

constant and careful listening to avold | gallery.
in

|

W

i
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enemy miners when charging their
mines, as distinct from every day
work, and mighty useful it was that
we could do so. Sometimes they would
keep us guessing, and would hold
their mines just as we did ours, for
several days, or even a week or Lwo
before firing them,

Although it was our business as en-
gineers to carry on the work we were
responsible for, we would occasionally
find time to “"strafe the Hun We
were using on top at the time, the
Vickers machine gun, the Lewis au-
tomatic rifle and grenades and several
kinds and helghts of trench mortars
and a number of hand hombs.

The Mills hand bomb had not been
fssued at that time, but we threw a
number of other varleties, from the
old handle bombs with cloth stream-
ers attached to gulde their flight to
the cricket ball bomb with a quick
mateh which is lit from a brassard
on your arm. Bomb throwing in
1916 was not the comparatively safe
amusement that it is now.

Our first trench mortars were made
of pleces of cast fron plpe. The trench
movtar fellows would always use a
lonig lanyard and carcfully take cover
themselves before they fired  the
mortars: in fact, so often did the
mortar gun itself burst, that the In-
varfable question when any  trench
mortar  landed In the trench  was
“Whose is it, ours or theirs?”

“Breaking Through."

In March, 1916, we had  fired o
camouflet when within o few feet of
an enemy party underground.

After the polsonous gas had
pumped out, we started work aguin
on the face. The next day we broke
through into their old  gallery  and
found wg had thoroughly wrecked it
After leaving this tunnel alone for a
few days, work was resumed at right
angles to the German gullery and car-
ried on for a distance of 50 feet when
we turned off to the left,

Some two hours after 1 had
relieved by Licutenant G, and had re-
turned to the rest billet at Sailly, 1
Feceived an S, O, Soeadl from the
trenches, “broken into cnemy gallery.”
1 promptly rode up on my motoreyele
and reported to the mine shaft,

Enters Hun Galleries.

It appears that directly we broke
through Licutenant (. had gone to
the magazine und connected "up &
portable charge of 30 pounds of gun-
cotton and attached a short plece of
wifety fuse to the detonator  and
charge. The gallery, by the way, was
about four and one-half feet by two
and one-half feet In size. Carefully
making his way to the face where
we had broken through and without
using his electric torch, he enlarged
the hole, carefully pushed the box
containing the guncotton through into
the Hun gallery, lit the fuse and
cleared out. The German gallery was
Mt by electricity and he had heard
three' German-miners at work when
he lit the fuse,

When 1 arrived at the mine dugout
he had finished this work. My section
commander, Captain B, had also
reached the scene and asked me to
go below with an lrish gapper in a
Proto oxygen breathing apparatus and
see what damage had been done. Sap-
per Doherty and 1 soon got Into the
apparatus and proceeded below. As
we approached the enemy [ picked up
the end of the alr hose and carried
it on through with me, We found the
remains of three or more Boches who
had been “sent west" by the explosion
of the portable charge. We left the
air hose In thelr gallery and came
back again and climbed out on top.

Raiding Below Ground.

We then proceeded to pump fresh

been

Thren

air into the gallery from the hand
pumps on the surface, 1 reported that
there was no reason why we could

not get Into the Hun gallerles. Cap-
tain B. then ordered us to make up
three raniding parties, with a view to
exploring thelr system. The Lhree
parties were each composed of an
officer, nn N. C. O. and two sappers.
The N. C. O.'s each carried a portable
charge of a box containing 30 pounds
of guncotton with them; the sappers
a few hombs each, and the officers
electrie torchgs and revolvers.

It had beed arranged that Captain
H. should station himself at the junc-
tion of our tunnel with that of the
Germiins, and If anything went
wrong he would blow his whistle hard,
and on the signal we were instructed
to return to our shaft as quickly oas
we could. 1 haoppened to be the juni-
or officer, so had to wdit to take my

party In last. We did not have much
luck with this stunt. The first two
parties got In and went up to the
gallery some dlstance. The Boche
opened up flre at once with nauto-

matics and bombs,  Our fellows re-
turned shot for shot, Then the whistle
blew, and dlscretion being the hetter
part of valor the first two parties
merely stopped long enough to fire
their portable charges and then came
oul as fast as they could and back to
the surface,

Doherty and 1 at once again put on
the P'roto apparatus and proceeded

ther and got some distance up the
enemy gallery. [°also carrled a can-
ary in & small cage In order to test
the alr. The canary did not last
very long and soon toppled off his
perch.

We could not find any live Huns in
their gallery—much to the disgust of
triend Doherty. They may have been
crawling around In the dark some-
where, but gave no sign of life. |

Doherty was a typlcal game little
Irishman and was as mad as a hatter
because wacouldnot find a Hun. I re-
member his attempts to register an-
ger, enveloped as he was In the heavy
Proto apparatus, were very amusing.
I'd like to have a regiment of Doh-
ertys.

On our return to the surface we
posted a guard of six men near the
enemy- gallery In order to prevent
their coming Into our underground
system, while we got ready for further
action. As we were afraid that the
Hun would try to smoke our fellows
out with smoke ‘or gas bomba. Lieu-
tenat G. and I went below again. We
were each armed with revolvers and
electric torchea. We very cautious-
ly walked or crawled up the Boche

'Hur Enemy Whispers.

Another -officer and a sapper came

below for a second investigation. This|
time we carrled the air hose in fur-|

up the gallery some distance behind

us carrying 60 pcunds of guncotton.
Lieutenant G. and I after reconnolter-
ing some distance ahead came back to
these fellows and took the charges
from them.

We then crawled up to a point about
150 feet up the Boche tunnel. We had
met no Germans so far on this trip,
but at this point could hear the steal-
thy walking and whispering of some
Germans who were evidently just
around the gallery to the right about
15 or 20 feet ahead of us. As we had
only a short plece of time fuse on the
guncofton charges I suggested to
Lieutenant G. the advisabllity of firing
them at this spot. He seemed to be
anxious to reach the German shaft
ahead, but there was no chance of do-
ing this, so we lald our guncolton on
the floor of the gallery, collected o
number  of German sandbags  filled
with clay, nnd tamped the charge as
best we could. While he lit the fuse 1
covered the gallery with my gun. Aft-
er the fuse wos 1t we turned our
torches on and hustled out as quick as
we vould, expecting a few bullets or
bombs to speed us on our way. For-
tunately for us we got back far
enough to be safe before the explosion
occurged.

Bteal German Mine.
This last charge was cffeclve in
clusing the gallery for a time. In
short order we lald a charge of seve-
ral hundred pounds of guncotton.
Whide mying the charge, however, the
enemy ha  munaged to clear enough
of dinm awny so that they could fine
through it. We were in luck, however,
for neither the chwrge itself nor any
of vur feliows were hit by their bullets.
We blew  this  charge  successfully,
Sume 12 hours later the Germans ulso
fired a big charge which.blew u crater
near the spot. '

1 was down below three times that
day with Doherty, almost directly af-
ter we had fired our small charges and
it i1s a significant fact that we met no
Germans. It was quite evident that
it took some time to summon up
envugh cournge o investigate.  Inei-
dentally I think this typical of the
Hun. They scem to Hght all right in
mass but not ‘ndividually, Hand-to
hand, either ubove or below ground,
the French, British and certainly our
own lads have the sand and ginger to
always put it over on them.

ENLARGED ARMY PLAN

Elghty Divisions to Be in France by
June 30, 1919,

IFfour million Amerlcan soldiers can
defeat the Germaen army, s the belief
of .Genernl March, chief of staff, and
present plans of the war department
call for more than that number un-
der arms next summer with some 3,-
200,000 of them, 80 divislons, in France
vy June 30.

These and other important facts
concerning the nation's efforts in the
war-as-given te the_senate..militacy
committee by Ueneral March, Secre-
tary Baker and Provost Marshal Gen-
eral Crowder, have been revealed by
Chairman Chamberlain In presenting
to the senate the administration man-
power bill extending the draft ages to
include all men between the ages of
18 und 46 years,

President Wilson Is determined to

bring the war to a conclusior® by con-
centrating all forces on the western
front, Incluling ltaly, Secretary Baker
told the committee, and General
March supplemented this by stating
that it was the purpose to end the
great world struggle quickly and de-
cisively. For the nation not to put
forth its maximum effort at once, the
chief of staff declared, would be but
“playing Germany's game.”
Thirty-one American divisions, or
approximately 1,300,000 men now are
in Frunce, with as many more in
caumps in this country as a reservolr,
Sccretary Baker says that the ac-
clerated programme of troop move-
ments overseas, which has  enabled
General 'erehing to organize his first
field army of some 1,260,000 men will
be contlnued because of the gencrous
dction of the British government (n
supplying ships.

To carry out the present programme
of 80 divisions overseas by June 30,
nearly 2,000,000 men must be sent lo
France in the next eleven months. Mr.
llaker would not be drawn Into any
discussion of the country's ablity to
transport men, but It s known that
many more than that number could be
landed in the war zone at the present
rate of shipments,

Youths to Be Sent Early.

Generul March told fhe committec,
according to the report to the senate,
that he was In favor of young men
for the army, and that the youths of
1%, registered under the new draft
law wounld be In France by June 30,
He estimated that some 2,300,000 men
qualified for full military  service
would be secured from the new regis-
trants, and he outlined the calls for
the next year or more as follows:

August, 250,000; September, 200,-
000: October, 155,000; November, 150,-
000: December, 150,000; January, 100,-
000; ebruary, 200,000, and 300,000
monthly thereafter until the end of
next year.

These calls would aggregate 4,205,-
000 against the estimate of 2,300,000
‘to e had from the new registration,
hut no explanation was made of this
and other discrepancies in the draft
‘igures. General Crowder has sald
that the present reservoir in class 1
‘'will be exhausted by next October 1,
but Secretary Baker made it plain
that the reservolr of men now in camp
in this country is sufficlent to keep
up the present troop movement over-
sens.

Advices from Berlin are to the ef-
fect that Germany has become very
pessimistic at the way affairs are
trending in Russia. Theodore Wolff,
in the Tageblatt, warns against blind
optimism, and points out that the
power of the Czecho-Slovaks was un-
dbrestimated. 'Wolff declares that
things can no longer be painted rose-
colored, especially since the events on
the west front; that even those par-
tles who welcomed war with America
consider the time has come when the
German people should demand an ex-
planation. These people, Wolff ex-
plains, underestimated America’s
strength, and now try to prove that
America would have declared war in
any eventuality In order to absolve

themselves from the responsibility.

SOUTHERN DEMOCRATS CHAFE

About L s of the Presi-
dent as to Local Politics.

New York World.

Birmingham, Ala., Aug. 14.—Addi-
tional returns from yesterday's Demo-
cratic primary have not reduced the
majority by which Representative
Huddleston of the Ninth district ap-
parently has been nominated, Insplte
of I'resident Wilson's recent letter de-
cluring the congressman was In every
way an opponent of the administra-
tion,

Senator Bankhead appears lo have
been renominated by a  substantiol
vote, but returns today from all over
the state still were so meager  that
many of the races were in doubdt,

Dubi

Washington, Aug. 14—Many kead-
ing Democrats are chafing over the
president’s letters  concerning  state
and local politics.

The Republicans naturnlly are bit-
ter, because anything a Democratic
president does  politleally  must be
wrong, according to thelr notion, and
the Demoernts are  objecting because
a presidential suggestion brings
all the votes that nre opposcd to In-
terference from Washington,  In the
south  particularly  “states’  rights”
never has ceased to boe an lssue,
Last spring, when the  president
wrote a letter to Joseph Davies, the
candidate for the scenate aguinst Sen-
ator Lenroot, applyimg the “ackl test”
to candidites for congress Demovratic
lenders thought his action politically
unwlse,

At that time, the president sald the
Melamore resolution, warning Ameri-
cans o stay off of ships on which
they were entitied to ride by the lnws
of nations; the embargo lssuce  and
the armed neutrality measure,  fur-
nished the first opportunity to “apply
the aecid test in our country to dis-
close true losalty and genuine Amer-
leanism.” '

Other Letters to South.

Iecently, he has written letters op-

out

posing  Representative  Slayden ol
Texns, Hepresentative Huddleston ol
Albamn, Senotor Virdmman of Mis-
sissippl, «nd Senuwtor  Hurdwick  of
Georgin

There I8 no love In the house  for

Mr. Huddleston, and not much in the
senote for either Mr. Vardaman or
Mr. Hardwick,

There s a feeling in the house that
Mr. Huddleston Is a  Socindist and a
troublemaker, but It was sald  today
that the president's letter, suying that
he was “in every way an opponent ol
the administration,” had undoubted)y
caused resentment In Mr. Huddleston's
district and galned votes for him,
This is the opinion of Alabama poli-
ticlans here,

A secret ballot in the senate would
reveal a heavy vote agalnst Mr. Var-
daman or Mr. Hardwick, but the let-
ters of the presiden
[l 7oT make a good Impreasion on
thelr assoclates. "

It 18 feared by senate leaders that

the president's action will not have
the desired effect, for it looks as if
Messrs, Vardaman and Hardwick

would win, In spite of the attitude of
the White House,
Fear Bad Impression.

Many southern congressmen believe
that if Vardaman and Hardwick are
renominated, an erroncous lmpression
will be created in this country and
Germany. They fear that there will
be a disposition to elalm that the
president’s war polley Is not popular,

As o matter of fact, the president’s
war policy has little to do with it. The
strong sentiment aguinst outside in-
terference  with state matters  may
Influence voters to support the can-
didates the president Is
In private Democritic congressmen
declare that the president should play
hands off In such matters at this
time,

It was predicted today that when
congreas reconvencs, and Messrs,
vVardaman and Hardwlek return, the
part played by the president will e
come a -subject for debate In the sen-
ate.

With a few exceptions members of
congress, Democrats and Republicuns,
belleve that It would have heen better
for the president to have left the Aln-
bama, Misslssippl and Georgin  con-
testy to the people of those states,

The unanimity of this expression is
equalled only by the Invariableness of

the added phrase, “But don't quole
me."”
War Makes Pigeons Poor—The

pigeons of St. Paul's are not as fat as
they use to be. War rations and alr
raids have affected them materially
says a London dispatch.

Visitors t6 London's famous eathe-
dral are not as numerous os they were
in pre-war days, and even those per-
sons who do feed the pigeons nowa-
davs don't care to pay twenly-live
cents a pint for peanuts just to sce the
blg birds peck. It is a violation of the
defense-of-the-realm act to feed bread
to birds, so pigeons have to content
themselves principally with the scanty
leavings from the cab horses’ dinner
bags

The pigeons of the Bt. Paul's and of
all London, too, dread the buzz of air-
plane propellars overhead, and even
during the daytime, when an observ-
ing Allled aviator appears in the sky,
and this is almost dally, the pigeons
utter about and fret considerably un-
til he is out of sight

-And at night when the Boches have
come, dropping bombs and things, pig-
eons are out in a §iffy from their roost
in the belfry where I8 hung Great Paul
of seventeen tons, 8t. Paul's largest
bell, never returning until daylight.
They spend the remainder of the night
on adjoining buildings or wherever
they happen to alight when the air
rald is at its height

“One could feed those pigeons all
the peanuis and wheat they could eat,”
sald a policeman whose station is near
St. Paul's Cathedral, recently, but
they’ll never tako on any flesh so long
as there are aviators about. Bombe
and the hum of the alrplades worry
them nearly out of their feathers.”

' Vice Admiral Behncke has been
‘appointed head of the German navy,
succeeding Admiral von Capelle, who
in turn succeeded von Tirpitz. The
present shakeup follows the recent
.pamumwmaaum
'for the fallure of the German subma-
rines to sink American transporis.

t,_opposing them, .




