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Buaay read by Moy, J. L. Coker, of
dn 2 by . J. L. Coker, o
i e, before the Darlington Agri-
mh@, A‘:k;. 14, 1877.
It bevomes us us farmers to reduce our
" sxpenditures wherever possible—to substi-
tute, as far as wo may, bome-mady srtioles
for those which we now purchase from
‘abroad—to increase the balanoe of exports
over imports. °
If the income from articles exported and
#old, exceeds the cost of artioles imported
we are oertainly making pro . Our
;policy should be to gather in lE: riches of
-other countries, by selling them our produc-
‘tions ; at the same time producing for our-
‘aal 1! CONSU mea.’ -
ment, and it is so frequently demonstrated
before our very eyes, that we need not look
abroad for the many evidences of its truth.
Acknowledging this, we concede at once,
that home-made fertilizers are to be used in
preference to commercial fertilizers, in all
cases where they are equal in value and in
cost. But it seems that I am expeocted to
show that we should dispense with commer-
cial fertilizers altaiother, and this is no easy
task. For while I am very olearly of the
opision that we should devote far more at-
teation to the home production of manure,
Is n:t oouv‘;ineod that we ]:lmuld mliu&
ish the use of guano, su osphates an
icals, as fertilizers, .poe :g plement and
improve those produced on the farm. It
would seem to be indicated by the }nomu
of natare, that the one oreature of exalted

placed the crea-
I sleould restore. what oF velon has boos

by gradual but by constant move-

t, from the land to the sea. Every
bearing along with its
the soluble matters extracted from
m of earth. Kvrery rain lifts from
'8 surface partioles of the soil and bears
em down thro branch and creek and
¢, uatil into she lap of ocean are deposi-
¥ted the substances gathered from the land.
It seems proper that man should take baock
from odean the riches with which ghe has
become engorged and should thus keep up
the equilibrium, which would otherwise be
lost. 8o from the cemeteries of gigantio sea
animals, he exhumes the monster skeletors,
and gives them to the soil. He also removes
the deposits of o gathered from the sca
by birds, and distributes these. And the

waters
iithe

ig the reMainder by sditable agencies in
fortilizing material for tho denuded land.—
8o too he brings back from ocean ita salt
and lime, and by his activity and intelli-
genoe he repairs the ravages of time. The
best experience of the farmers of Europe
and America, is in opposition te the doc-
trine that we should rely on home-made fer-
tilizers alone. Qur own experience in this
soction is decidedly in favor of the judi-
commercial feriilizers.—
But I would be glad if our farmers could
be convinoed of the paramount importance
of preserving what we have at home, and
of il:n roving the value, as well as of adding
to the bulk of, domestic manures.
We are in a favorable position for mak-
ing manure from stock, for most of us have
command of extensive tracts of wood land,
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_ supplies of litter for pens.
lots and stables, and of rich earth for com-
ing with such fertilizing material as our

interests require us to . I can
hardly determine the relative proportion of
#tock o pasture lands, as the factors which

snter into the ealoulation are variable ; but
L will say that most of us can largely in-
orease our stock if we will provide winter
food for them ; and as we increase our stook
e can jocrease the quantity of manure
this souroe.

We can also make a wouderful change in
the guality of this manure ; first, by better
and secondly
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farmer feel
is manure until he shelters h
kes stable manure where he
poor article of lot. ma-
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plowing the land,
we may bury the droppings of ocattle,
an= thus preven. loss from eyposare to sua
aod rain.

I have mover seen much

system of i uismi; er.
of composting, outside of the lot an
stalls, excopt whmﬁ:o materials are

as

placed together in the farrow before plant-
ing. This method of composting we should
rosort to whero cotton sced or commereial

fertilizers are used, on lunds ncking  vege-
table matter, und we may draw as wo will,
upon our forests for hall’ rotted loaves and

earth, until all our

But there is another branch of the sub-
Jjeot to which I must refer. ere are oer-
tain plants possessed of great value for fer-
tilizing purposes. Those now used among
us are, first, the cotton plant of which we
use the seed and stalks, secondly the pea
plaat, and thirdly the weed whioh naturally
succeeds cultivation. As to the first we
meed not descant upon its value; it is already
appreciated. Nor is it necessary to urge its
E;oduotiun for the purposes of manure.—

e supply ourselves with the seed in our
offorts to produce the staple. I will only
say that every farmer husbands his
cotton seed'us he does hin corn, and uses
all he gan got for manyre. Bat s to a pe:
CTOp 10r manuare b Need SOme 10| 2 "
have here a crop unsurpassed by any other.
Very rich in N i?rogon and Poui anyd Phos-
phates, a tap rooted ﬂluut, deriving a large
portiou of its nourishment from the air, it
18 adwirably adapted to gathering and stor-
ing away the elements of fertility which are
wantiog in the soil. We have thought
well ot this crop as a food orop, but have
ot appreciated it as a means of restoring
fertility to the land. I cannot too strongly
press upou you the importance in this re-
aE:::. Plant it; resist the entreaties of
t who advocate green manuring, and let
it fully mature; then consiga it to the soil,
burying it well and you have applied what
is more valuable than five hundred pounds
of the best commercial ferliliser with which
we are familiar.

But if you canuot spare so large and so
valuable a mt for manure, feed it off te
hogs and even y & steady rotation of cotton,
corn, small grain and peas, with the use of
both home-made and commeroial fertilizers,
we may rapidly improve our lands.

Aud vow as to the weed crop, it is for
those who are willing, or pethaps are una-
ble to undertake the expense and labor of
planting and oultivating a crop solely for
manure,

Rest a portion of the land, and you will
get a valuable crop sown by nature’s hand
and grown without mar’s labor.

You perceive that I have tried to be
practical in this essay. I might have told
you of many new theories for manure ma-
king at home, of many new plants highly
recommended for improving land, but f am
firm in the opinion that no plaats have as
yet been found adapted to this locality,
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suggestions are such that our farmers may
adopt them without any vielent changes in
their arrangements. They need not tear
up their stakes and begin anew. I do not
believe all our former practices are to be
condemned. It is now quite the fashion to
denounce the Southerm farmer. He is
called slothful improvident, unmethodical.

He is told that if a Northern man were
in his position, he would show him how to
be enterprising and successful. The South-
eruer is said to be all wromg in his meth-
ods and his opinions, and is exhorted to im-
itate the Northerner, or the Englishman or
even the Chinese. Have you noticed wheth-
or or not these monitors, often Southern
men, and farmers, are themselves aminently
successful with the plans they commend te

h
plt : ?l-llf.':.r_ vlf.not will \;P“ uwlollowt'g
mas | piow' We believe t;no Southern farmer

has done as well as any others could have

when they ocoupy the same ground.

Do they in business circles in our great cit-
iea? they in our armies as soldiers?
De they in our halls of islation as states-
men? Do in the of the land
as students 7 not let us stop this self-
W, and with confidence in our-
ves and in our Grod who made us the equals
of any others, let us copy after none, but work

out our own methods and go on bravely to
success.

lots and stables, or by | 3one under similar circumstances. Do our
as of foldiug directly upon the ) i i
wh’am-in o ; i po % appear to disadvantage beside any

“Is Tuis Sear Oocuriep ?’—An old
but vigorous-looking gentleman, sesmingly
from the rural districts, got into a car and
walked its full length without receiving an
roaching one

. A
Wbo had & whole to him-
self, he ¢ “Is this seat ocoupied P'—

“Yes, sir, it is,” tly replied the
other. “Well,” :;;E: beaed s
:&M L '!’l’l this mlmuil
gontleman comes. ro-
withdrew himself ha ly lol;ne
end, and looked insulted. After awhile the
e o st b
te seat, w u -ches-
ted Mmdp::d said: “Bir,

you told me a lie”—such was his plain lan-
“I never sit meara liar if I can

A Vicksburg paper says & negro magis-
trate in that county lately sentenced a negro
prisoner to be hanged for stealing a hog, and
that the sentence wonld certainly have hizen
earried out if the white peaple had uot in-
terfered to prevent it.

LAYING DOWN PERMANXNT PASTURES.
The first thing to be done in laying down
arable land to geass is ghat the land ie well
cleansed, and as much g8 possible freed from
those weeds which, iffleft to germiuate un.
molested, are likelyMo be troublesome “for
many years to comf Therefore, the
before the seeds azf sown, it will be nec
sary to make a summerland sowi
thereupon. * * * The seed befl
should be perfectly even and fine, and !ighi

ly harrowed be and after sowing.

sown by hand, aexperienced sower shon
be employed, aod a still day chosen for th
purpose. Whether corn (grain Ed)should
or should not be sown with e gragl seeds,
is a matter of dispute, but timosy'zencral

e e
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barley or wheat.
is sure to rob the grass
smother and hiader the growth of the Sacr
sorts; but others, with equal confidenco,
maintain that the shelter afforded by the
growing corn is of great use t the young
seeds on strong land. Most of us would be
inclined to adopt this latter view, as the
value of the corn crop is an importaut ele-
ment in the consideration of this expensive
oEernlion. Oats are thought to be better
than barley or wheat for this purpose, but
tha‘{’ahould be thinly sown.
hen the young gruss is three or four
inches above the ground it should be rolled,
aod if sown without corn, the weak places
may be mended by resowing ; if sown with
corn, then the resowing should be dene im-
mediately after the corn is bLarvested.—
Much depends, of course on the choice of
grass seeds, and great care W required in
their selection.
Annther very important clement in the
cousideration of this subject is the quality
of the soil. A good medium loamy soil is
the best adapted for permavcut pasture.—
Where the land is too light aud sandy, no
proper accumulation of vegctable mould
takes place round the roots of the plant,
which, by a continuous underground growih,
and the action of the earth worms, would
anoually deepen and improve its own seed
bed. 'These conditions canuot bo fulfilled in
a sandy soil, which, owing to its porosity,
cauges a decay of the roots more rapid than
their growth, and is consequently sensibly
folt by the plant in dry and parchiog sea-
sons. In very stiff, cold clays, on the econ-
trary, there is an absepce of all porosity in

-
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pede the growth ot the 1 of tho plants
and the creation of rioh huinas ky the earth
worms. Both these extremes’of very light
and very heavy soils are uafavosable to the
growth of good herbages. . %

Let us suppose, that thd ?I‘H has boen
properly laid down, on auitT o land that has
been duly drained, cleansed and leveled—
stiil our real work is not yet done. How-
ever prowmising the young grass may look,
we must not take liberties with it, and sup-
pose it will bear the depletorr practice,
which is resented even by old axd well es-
tablished pastures. Therefore I canunot
agree with those who feed yourg grass the
first winter after sowing; nor do 1 believe
that a heavy coat of manure il suited to

plants in so tender a stago of griwth. The
ropar nonren wonld be to the young
ﬂyur a light top-dressiug: , and well

rotted munure eacly ip thé winter, .which
will both protect the plant from the effects

of frost, and encou its early growth in
the spring. I wou'lﬂﬂll and very lightly

bush-harrow the layeffin March, (or when
the land is in tilth in the spring.—Ed.,) and
thea mow it late, ssy at the end of June or
the beginning of July, s0 as to allow the
best sorts of 4o shed their seeds, which
happens in the middle of June. Itis to
the future, and gt the present hay stack,
we must look, siuce any ilitimed parsimony
now, or any premature desirg of realization,
will deprive us of Eerumnent profit for the
sake of a very doubtful presont advantage.
Iu the autuxn the layer may be grazed
with cattle, but n;)t with sheep, for l.hoby bite
too close, aud pull up the young grass by the
roots. Nor sl‘:euld l:ha u’lﬂo l‘emin oi for
too long a period; and auy%ufs of rough
grass they leave should be mown. The next
season will be cgjtical ‘sud tryisg, as two ex-
haustive crops will have been taken from
the lund, and, therefore, a libsral coat of
farm-yard manure should be spread on
the pasture as soon as the cattle are removed
from it. ;| H
Above all, it is necessary; in order to
keep pastures in s profitable state, not to
mow it too often, wnless an adequate return
can be made in re. Itis not sufficient
ly considered that \the hay crop removes

more ni from \he land than rye, éats,
barley mt, and that not only?s o

o ” turn made to the mowh meadow in thesha
:;;lllli.h’.lh'::oldth:th;:t:‘::l & ‘ ?.lé:: of special manures, bu\ the stock fex: lE:
may I sit next to you ? You don’t look | Mftermath are often driyen off at ht to
like 8 liar” We need hardly sy that he help to enrich the arably lands. Oag wo
g0t his seat, and that the original proprie- LIlru'.;q:o.ier that the procesy of deteri tion
"‘l' thought that there was u ‘m. 'ﬂ treated, and dmt-:h':ggt' o gr::;::
0% DL oam ek Gasells begin to dis out.—Rov. C. I'. CorBANCE,

England,

The general direotions given in above ar.
i ticlo are excellent, but the difference of sea-
| sous here aud in liugland nocessitates some
{ difference in practico. I'or instanee, it is
lrccuuunuudud to reseed spols whero tho

mﬂ ' ‘! ' to :

:ntmd is poor, in June, or as soon as the

rain crop is harvested. This could not be
3ane in our hot, dry olimate—the following
September would be quite as early as the
youog plants could venture above ground
with safety. But we cannot commend too
highly the advice, to let the plants seed the
first year and thus correct defeots in the
stand ; and to avoid weakening the plants by
grazing or mowing, before they bave become
strong and fully established. Pastures are
very frcquently ruined by the desire to rea-
lize from them too scon.—Eb. 8o. Currtr-
VATOR.

OATS.

Epiror SourHERN CULTIVATOR.—As

science requires “tables,” I was in hopes to

pEasantad aoma, sctting forth the re-
dents " with oats made
the pesfsenson, but a destructive drought
of nearly 60 days, commencing April 13th,
rendercd most of thein uninstructive, espe-
cially 80 in those instances where I hoped
to demonstrate (partially) tho comparative
value of certain salts, applied as a top dress-
ing in March—only ouly one raiu, and
that a slight one, falling after the applica-
tion. In there cases, there was no discer-
nible difference between natural soil, Ni-
trate Soda, Phosphate Lime, Chloride So-
dium, and Sulphate Lime. These salts
were applied separately and also in combi-
nation. It was plain that the ocapacity of
the natural soil only was exhibited. The
variety sown was the rust proof oat. Ishall
repuat this experiment the coming season,
making the application much earlier (De-
cember or January,) and hope to be more
successful.

As “tables” are not essential to the prac-
tical farmer, however, I shall proceed to
tell what my experimeuts in another direc-
tion have taught me, and I am almost dog-
watio enough to defy any one to disprove
my conclusions in reference to oat culture
by actual test. It is not wise, however, to
be dogmatic in reference to agricultural
matters, for, as a rule, almost, it seems that
the experience of one is disproved by that
of another.

I have been a close observer and student
of oat culture for several yours, and the re-
sult of my observation and experience is
this: Thatthe time tosow is from September
15thto November 10th, the earlier on poorer
soils—tho happy medium is October 10th-
16th. On rich and very rich soils, from
October 15th to November 10th. That a
e o SRR N, kel e L e = Y
is the best soil for ¢ oats, but that they can
be profitably grown on any soil, if judicious-
ly manured. That the phosphate lime is
the special manure for oate, where they fol-
low cotton or peas, and especially so on cla
goils. Thuat the manure should be drilled
in with the seed. Thut the seed should be
put uniformly 33 to 5 inches deep ; that on
all but very rich friable soils drilling at 18
inches aud cultivation increases the yield
under like circumstances of manuring, 50 to
75 per cent. J

These, Mr. Editor, are the maxims I hold
in reference to oat culture, and I can confi-
dently recomwend them. Many are agreed
a8 1o the proper time for sowing, but a very
large number of farmers still hold to the
opinion that February is the time to mow
outs, and yet they admii that they rareld
wako really proftable orops. Lét tnem
once underatand that October scwn oats, put
uniformly 4 inches deep. and that have a
good hold on the soil by the 15th Nov. are
not endangered in the least once in 10 years,
yea 20, in this climate, and thoy will see
their way clear to profitable oat growing.—
Notwithstanding the unpropitious season
I made a fine crop this year, as my neigh-
bors, who came frequently to examine and
admire, can testify. At the lowest caleula-
tion, made 40 bushels on rather poor sandy
land, and but for the drought would cer-
tainly have made 60. The oats were sown
in cotton in October, siding the cotton with
a shovel and sowing seed in furrow. Cov-
ered by breaking out the middle with a
scooter. Tue cottom bad been picked over
twice. In January the stalks were beaten
down, and the oats cultivated 3 times after-
| wards.. The.coton vows were 3 foet apart,
and the cotton was so sided as to make oat
rows 18 inches apart. Made no special ap-
plication of manure to the oats, but the
cotton had been manured. This is a good
way to work oats, for it is economical. On
our old cotton lands, the acid “Bhocphau ol
lime is the only fertiliser needed to make
magnificent crops. It should be applied
in the furrow with the seed, from 2 to 4
hundred pounds per acre. It is with oats
as with ocotton, too mueh nitrogen to be
guarded against. Twenty to forty bushels
cotton seed, however, may be applied with
profit, in addition to Ehuphm, but, as I
remarked before, such application is ot
necessary after cotton or pess.

As ing and cultivating oats is not my
invention I have no personal theorizing at
stake in the matter, but I give my experi-
ence. There S, 00088I0BY, RO
t!oubi.,';rh:l’:t 'i't%! ﬁ found more profita-
ble to sow broad cast and reap less, but asa
rulo the ‘“‘intensive” farmer will gain by
adopting the drill. From 4 to 6 acres can
be cultivated in a day, depending on the
length of row, ond the expense is very
small. A twelve year old boy with a don-
key is almost first class stock for the pur-
P(IHC.
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One more ‘remark and I am done. In
this soction for several years we have been
able' to buy from one snd & half to two
bushels of corn with cne of oats, in the
mouths of October and November, the pe-
riod when corn is harvested and ocats in de-
mand for ssed. Now, as it isa well deter-
mined fact that the yield of oats is three
times greater than corn, (in respeot to
bushels) on same soil, even when oats are
broadcasted, here is 45 to 60 bushels corn
from ordinary soil.- To what extent this
is the case in other sections of the State,
and kow long it may continue to be the case
here, of course I do not know, but it is
reasonble to expect that for many years yet
& bushel of oats will purchase one bushel
of corn. This ought to encourage us to
W“.’"-.'.:,I"!;..... ¢ -t =
surest crop that” we oam plant, and it is to
be hoped that the advioe of the “Southern
Cultivator” will not go unheeded this fall.

8. A. C.

4SrIoK T0 DAD.”—A farmner's
writes us the following: “I am tired of
farming and want to come to town to
make a living for myself. What do you
think of it ?”
Well, we think you area fool if you
don’t stay at home. The city is overrun
with ‘dead beats’ and tramps, and if you
have a dead sure thing of making “bread
and meat” on the farm, you'd better stay
where you are, and dig potatoes, than come
hero and go to the Workhouse and peck
rock. Stick to dad. Stay on the farm.—
You are worth more to yourself, to yeur
neighbors, to four State and the country at
large than all the one-horse mutton head
professienal gentlemen that are living from
hand to mouth in this city or State. You
stick to the plow, the mower, the reaper,
freeze to that farm like a fly blister to a ne-
groe’s lip, raise rye, corn, hay, barley, oats,
potatees; chop wood, maul rails, burn brush,
curry your mules, feed oxen, raise stock, and
instead of hanging around the street cor-
ners dependent upon lunch houses to keep
sand out of your craw, you'll be at home
on your farm, living a life of “independent
happiness,” while thousands of “nice youn
men,” too pretty and proud to work, nn&
too lazy to steal, will be l';;hlil; out “ever
the hill to the poor house,” merciless beasta
and lazy subjects of utter dependence upor
public charity. Young man, if you know
which side og the bread of life the butter
i tha fanlich idan Af anee
to “make a living for
ourself.”” 25 acres of lgnd and a chap
ike you to till it, is worth more to the
county than the bank in this city and the
smartest capitalist we know of to run it.—
You stay where you are. Follow the plow,
and engineer the docile, willing mule that
ulls it. Our word for it any oung,
calthy, stout farmer’s boy who will give
uF his chances for “a dead sure thing in
life” and coma to town on an uncertainty
is not smart enough to take ecare of him-
self, and shoul? be arrested and sent to &
lunatic asylum for a darned fool. Stay

where you are,—Lauisville Courier-Jouy-
nal.
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Four Bourn CArorina Winows.—As
Prosperity,  station on the Greenville and

Calumbio ved
the sound of the whistle, four widows whose
names and deeds should be printed in letters
of gold. We ghall tell of them—to spare
blushes—first.

No. 1. This lady—as, in fact, all the
others—Ilost her husband during the war
and was left in atraightened cirdumstances.
Did she sit down and grieve at her fate ?
By no means. She has raised four children,
besides fine orops, and to day she has much
of last year’s cotton and fiour on hand, is
free from debt and is able to pay cash down
for what she wants.

No. 2 looks complacently on all of her
last erop of cotton, and with a sense of per-
fect rest and absolute fullness on 3,000
pounds of flour, neither of which she has
uolg because she l;as no use 'lt"or t.hol money
—here's a widow for you. The on thing
which _ disturha. . 4
with ber new fodder, every place
with the old. She might dispose of some of
it to the Editor of the Herald, who has been
standing (o tho rack for years, fodder or no
fodder. 8he, too, like a true woman, has
raised children and set them up under their
own vines and fig trees.

No. 3 struggled through the years which
bave rolled on sinoe the late unpleasantness,
raised six children, given each at majority
8500 in cash. Last year she bought a tract
of land, for whioh 81,400 in good money was
paid. Has corn, fodder and other things in
abundanee.

il s g b
splendi tan tupal il
in the way they should go, 3. of"l!:t ynr’!
crops abundance, pays cash in trade and
loans her earnings out on interest.

Curculios may best be fought by inclos-
ing the plum or other fruit trees infested—
cherries, peaches, eto.—witha chicken yard
fence, and ocolonizing a flock of chickens
within. Then, after the fruit is set, by a
slight shaking of the trees every morning,
while the inscots are still inactive, they will
drop off and becomo an easy prey to “their
ready encmies benoath.

s ~*huiw Jwelt 1o reaon 0Y

her rest now. is what tode .~
being, filled: . .
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