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cultural Soctety, Aug. 14, 1877.
It becomes us us farmers to reduce our
- wxpenditures wherover possible—to substi-
tute, as far as wo may, home-mad srtioles
ifor those which we now purchase from
‘abroad—to increase the balance of exports
‘over imports.

If the income from articles exported and
sold, exceeds the cost of articles imported
‘we are ocertainly making pro . Our
.policy should be to gather in the riches of
other countries, by selling them our produc-
‘tions ; at the same time producing for our-
: what we me.

ment, and it is so frequently demonstrated
bofore our very eyes, that we need not look
abroad for the many evidences of its truth.
Acknowledging this, we concede at once,
that home-made fertilizers are to be used in
preference to commercial fertilizers, in all
cases where they are equal in value and in
cost. But it seems that I am expected to
show that we should dispense with commer-
cial fertilizers nltoiother, and this is no easy
task. For while I am very olearly of the

opinion that we should devote far more at- | g

tention to the home production of manure,
I am not couvinced that we should relin-
<|uish the use of guano, superphosphates and
chemicals, as fertilizers, to sniploment and
improve those produced on the farm. It
~#ould seem to be indicated by the processes
of nature, that the one oreature of exalted

ligance, lleadﬂrl.Tds' the crea-
l_‘:lshould r:;tore what o ?lrlbl.f‘hil been
ransforred by gradual but by constant move-
ment, from the land to the sea. Every
mountain stream is bearing along with its
waters the soluble matters extracted from
the bosom of earth. Evrery rain lifts frown
earth’s surface partioles of the soil and bears
.them down through branch and creek and
-tiver, until into the lap of ocean are deposi-
“ted the substances gathered from the land.
It seems proper that man should take back
from ocean the riches with which she has
become engorged and should thus keep up
the equilibrium, which would otherwise be
lost. So from the cemeteries of gigantic sea
animals, he exhumes the monster skeletors,
and gives them to the soil. He also removes
the deposits of guano gathered from the sca
by birds, and distributes these. And the
. ing the
fertilizing material for tho denuded land.—
So too he bringa back from ocean its salt
and lime, and by his activity and intelli-
gence he repairs the ravages of time. The
best experience of the farmers of Kurope
and America, is in opposition to the doc-
trine that we should rely on howme-made fer-
tilizers alone. Our own experieuce in this
section is decidedly in lavor of the judi-
cious use of good commercial fertilizers-—
But I would be glad if our farmers could
be convinced of the paramount iwmportance
of preserving what we have at home, and
of improving the value, as wall as of adding
to the bulk of, domestic manures.
Woe are in a favorable position for mak-
ing manure from stock, for most of us have
command of extensive tracts of wood land,

- frep. M histe? ihicities of good ma-
g q

nure. This may be deposited at small ex-

pense in our covered lots and stables, ur by

il ! w 1] gl U o - | [ afl e T 1 - y § "
Mainder by suitable agencies into l-;lggeuions are such that our farmers may

tain plants possessed of great value for fer-
tilizing Earposu. Those now used among
us are, first, the cotton plant of which we
use the seed and stalks, secondly the pea
plant, and thirdly the weed which naturall
succeeds cultivation. As to the first we
‘need not descant upon its value; it is already
appreciated. Nor is it necessary to urge its
roduction for the purposes of manure.—
e supply ourselves with che seed in our
efforts to produce the staple. 1 will on)
say that every farmer husbands his

cotton seed us he does his corn, and uses
T he cal otf uangre. :_ 8 Lo DV
WOp for maoure we need Bou

have here a orop unsurpassed by any other.
Very rich in Nitrogen and Potash anju'i Phos-
phates, a tap rooted ﬂluul, deriving a large
portiou of its nourishment from the air, it
1s adwirably adapted to gathering and stor-
ing away the elements of fertility which are
wanting in the soil. We have thought
well ot this crop as a food orop, but bave
not appreciated it as a means of reatoring
fertility to the land. I cannot too strongly
press upou you the importance in this re-
ct. Plant it; resist the entreaties of
those who advocate green manuring, and let
it fully mature; then consign it to the soil,
burying it well and you have applied what
is more valuable than five hundred pounds
of the best commersial ferlilizer with which
we are familiar.

But if you canuot spare so large and so
valuable a crep for manure, feed it off te
hogs and even by a steady rotation of cotton,
corn, small graln and peas, with the use of
both home-made and commereial fertilizers,
we may rapidly improve our lands.

Aud now us v the weed crop, it is for
those who are willing, or perhaps are una-
ble to undertake the expense and labor of
planting and cultivating a crop solely for
manure.

Rest a portion of the land, and you will
get a valuable crop sown by nature’s hand
aud grown without mar’s labor.

You perceive that I have tried to be
practical in this essay. I might have told
you of many new theories for manure ma-
king at home, of many new plants highly
recommended for improving land, but f am
firm in the opinion that no plaats have as
yet been found adapted to this locality,
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adopt them without any violent changes in
their arrangements. They need not tear
up their atakes and begin anew. I do not
believe all our former practices are to be
condemned. It is now quite the fashion to
denounce the Southera farmer. He is
called slothful improvident, unmethodical.

He is told that if a Northern man were
in his position, he would show him how to
be enterprising and successful. The South-
eruer is said to be all wromg in his meth-
ods and his opinions, and is exhorted to im-
itate the Northerner, or the Englishman or
even the Chinese. Have you noticed wheth-
or or not these monitors, often Southern
wen, and farmers, are themselves eminently
successful with the plans they commend to

i h
others ? __vif‘notmwul Frefer to 10]100;[1.'5

konow. We believe the Southern farmer
has done as well as any others could have
done under similar ciroumstances. Do our

a system of folding directly upon the land. : :
y y m itizens appear to disadvantage beside any

where it is to be used. These wood
furnish us ample supplies of litter for pens,
lots and stables, and of rich earth for com-
posting with such fertilizing material as our
interests require us to purchase. I can
hardly determine the relative proportion of
Atock to pasture lands, as the factors which
enter into the calculation are variable ; but
I will say that most of us can largely in-
<orease our stock if we will provide winter
food for them ; and as we increase our stock
we can increase the quantity of manure
from this source.

We can also make a wouderful change in
the quality of this manure; first, by better
feeding, and secondly by sheltering our
stook at night. This sheltering is not diffi-
oult or expensive. If we are not able to
build good stables, we can make roomy log
pens and cover with pine straw, and this
answors the purpose very well.

Let mo farmer feel justified in goin,
abroad for his manure until he shelters his
stock and makes stable manure where he
oow makes a very poor article of lot ma-
aure.

I think we will find the systematic use of
the penning or foldin an in pleasant
woatg:r, to be the umEl. pnd butp way of |
enriching the land to the extent that this
plan may be practised. By this means the
manure is dropped just where it is required
for use, and by frequently plowing the land,
we may bury the droppings of the eattle,
and thus prevent loss from exposure to sun
and rain,

[ have mover soen much profit from any
system of composting, outside of' the lot and
stalls, excopt where the materials ave mixed
a8 placed together i the furrow before plant-
ing.  This wethod of composting wo should

others when they ozoupy the same ground.
Do they in business circles in our great cit-
ies f Bu they in our armies as soldiers?
Do they in our halls of Legislation as states-
wen ? Do they in the oolleges of the land
as students 7 If not let us stop this self-
depreciation, aud with confidence in our-
selves and in our Giod who made us the equals
of any others, let us copy after none, but work
out our own methods and go ou bravely to
Buccess.
e

“Is Tuis Sgar Occuprep ?”"—An old
but vigurous-looking gentleman, seemingly
from the rural districts, got into a car and
walked its full length without receiving an
invitation to sit down. Ap hiog one
gentleman, who had a whole bench to him-
self, he asked : “Is this seat occupied ?”’—
“Yes, sir, it is,” impertinently replied the
other. “Well,” replied the broad-shoulder-

8 | ed agriculturist, “I will keep this seat until

the gentleman comes.” The original pro-
prictor withdrew himself haughtily to oue
end, and looked insulted. After awhile the
train got in motion, and still nobody came
t claim the seat, whereupon the deep-ches-
ted agriculturist turned and said: “Sir,
when you told me this seat was oceupied
you told me a lie”—such was his plain lan-
guage—“1 never sit near a liar if I can
avoid it; I would rather stand up.” Then
app2aliog to another party, he said : “Sir,
way I sit next to you? You don’t look
like a liar.”” We need hardly sry that he
got his scat, and that the original proprio-
tor thought that there was something wrony
about our socinl wystem.—Balt. (Fazette

” -*
A Vieksburg paper says a negro magis-
trato in that county lately sontenced a negro

reAnrl Lo where eotton sced or cotnmereial
Peviabigerd are ge-eil, on By ¢oveye
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Y | purpose. Whether corn slguin Ed) shoul
or should not be sown with the gragl seeds.

cleansed, and as much
those weeds which,
molested, are likel
many years to col
before the seeds

possible freedfrom
ft to germiuaté un-
be troublesome ‘for
Therefore, the

sown, it will be n
summerland sowi
thereupon. * * * The seed
should be perfectly even and fine, and ligh
ly harrowed befofe and after sowing.
sown by hand, ag experienced sower sho
be employed, and a still day chosen for th:

is a matter of dispute, bu
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barley or wheat. S¢mé’

smother aud hiader the growth of the finer
sorts ; but others, with equal eonfidence,
maintain that the shelter afforded by the
growing corn is of great use t the young
seeds on strong land. Most of us would be
inclined to adopt this latter view, as the
value of the corn crop is an importaut ele-
ment in the consideration of this expensive
operation. Qats are thought to be better
than barley or wheat for this purpose, but
they should be thinly sown.

hen the young gruss is three or four
inches above the ground it should be rolled,
aod if sown without corn, the weak places
may be mended by resowing ; if sown with
corn, then the resowing should be done im-
mediately after the corn is harvested.—
Much depends, of course on the choice of
grass mﬁ, and great care ® required in
their selection.

Another very important clemont in the
consideration of this subject is the quality
of the svil. A good medium loawmy soil 1s
tho best adapted for periancut pasture.—
Where the land is too light and sandy, no
proper accumuiation of vegctable mould
takes place round the roots of the plant,
which, by a coutinuous underground growth,
and the action of the earth worms, would
annually deepen and improve its own seed
bed. 'These conditions cannotbe fulfilied in
a sandy seil, which, owing to its porosity,
cauges a decay of the roots more rapid than
their growth, and is consequently sensibly
felt by the plant in dry and parching sea-
sons. In very stiff, cold clays, on the con-
trary, there is an absence of all porosity in
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pZda the growth of the roots'of the plants
and the creation of rich humus by the earth
worms. Both these extremea'of very light
and very heavy soils are unfavéfablo to the
growth of good herbages. ¥
Let us suppose, that tha grabs has been
properly laid down, on suitable jand that has
been duly drained, cleansed and leveled—
stiil our real work is not yet dome. IHow-
ever promising the young grass may look,
we must not take liberties with it, and sup-
puse it will bear the de;letorr practice,
which is resented even by old axd well es.
tablishad pastures. Therefore I cannot
agree with those who feed young grass tho
first winter after sowing; nor {o 1 believe
that a heavy coat of manure il suited to
plants in so tender a stago of gnwth. The
Provas.scucea would be to “ﬁ%_l_.ho young
ayer a light top-dressiug « ort and well
rotted munure early {p thé winter, which
will both protect the ﬁlﬁt from the effects
of frost, and encourﬁ its early growth in
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the spring. I would goll and very lightly
bush-harrow the layefin March, (or when
the land is in tilth in the spring.—Ed.,) and
then mow it late, say at the end of June or
the beginning of July, so as to allow the
best sorts of grass o shed their seeds, which
happens in the middle of June. It is to
the future, and got the present hay stack,
we must look, siuce any illtimed parsimony
now, or any premature desirg of realization,
will deprive us of permanent profit for the
sake of a very doubtful present advantage.

In the auturn the layer may be grazed
with cattle, but not with sheep, for thoy bite
too close, and pull up the young grass by the
roots. Nor should the cattle remain on for
too long a period; and any-tufts of rough
grass they leave should be mown. The next
season will be critical ‘and trying, as two ex-
baustive crops will have been taken from
the lund, and, therefore, a liberal coat of
good farm-yard manure should be spread on
the pasture as soon as the cattlo are removed
from it. :

Above all, it is necessary; in order to
keep pastures in a profitable state, not to
mow it too often, unless an adequate return
can be made in mayure. It is not sufficient-
ly considered that the hay crop removes
more nitrogen from the land than rye, oats,
barley or wheat, and that not only is wo re-
turn made to the mown meadow in thesha
of special manures, bu\ the stock fed on the
aftermath are often driven off at night to
help to enrich the arable lands. Can we
wonder that the procesy. of deteriorhition
should proceed so rapidly®in pastures thus
treated, and that the mose valg@blo grasses
begin to die out.— Lev. C. T. Couraxnce,
af England.

The geveral directions given in above ar-
ticle are excellent. but the difference of seq-
soms hore and in |':||;_'1|,"||; 1" l'r'.]&ilulu‘:. sone
diilevence in Pt e,

is sure to rob the grass,” und JEtlally 0 | uf x

youog plants could venture above ground
with safety. But we cannot commend too
highly the advice, to let the plants seed the
first year and thus correot defeots in the
etand ; and to avoid weakening the plants by
grazing or mowing, before they have become
strong and fully established. Pastures are
very frequently ruined by the desire to rea.

| lize from them too soon.—Ep. So. Curri-
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OATS.

Epitor SourneeN CULTIVATOR.—As
science requires “‘tables,” I was in hopes to

sReasanted soma.. Ackiing forth the n
1 sefim nits vith oats mad

5 pastsenson, but a destructive drought
of mearly 60 days, commencing A pril 13th,
mndﬂli(( most of theimn uninstructive, espe-
cially so in those instances where I hoped
to demonstrate (partially) the comparative
value of certain salts, applied as a top dress-
ing in March—only ouly one rain, and
that aslight one, falling after the applica-
tion. In thete cases, there was no discer-
nible difference between natural soil, Ni-
trate Soda, Phosphate Lime, Chloride So-
dium, and Sulpialo Lime. These salts
were applied separately and also in combi-
nation. It was pluin that the capacity of
the natural soil only was exhibited. The
variety sown was the rust proof oat. Ishall
repeat this experiment the coming season,
making the application much earlier (De-
cember or January,) and hope to be more
successful.

As “tables”” are not essential to the prac-
tical farmer, however, I shall proceed to
tell what my experimeuts in another direc-
tion have taught me, and I am almoet dog-
watio enough to defy any one to disprove
my ccnclusions in reference to oat culture
by actual test. It is not wise, however, to
be dogmatic in reference to agricultural
matters, for, as a rule, almost, it seems that
the experience of one is disproved by that
of another.

I have been a close observer and student
of oat culture for several yoars, and the re-
sult of my observation and experience is
this: Thatthe time tosow is from September
15th to November 10th, the earlier on poorer
soils—tho happy medium is October 10th-
15th. On rich and very rich soils, from
October 15th to November 10th. That a

e

is the best soil for oats, but that they can
be profitably grown ou any soil, if judicious-
ly manured. That the phosphate lime is
the special manure for onts, where they fol-
low cotton or peas, and especially so ou clay
soils. That the manure should be drilled
in with the seed. That the sced should be
put uniformly 33 to 5 inches deep ; that on
all but very rich friable soils drilling at 18
inches und cultivation increases the yield
under like circumstances of manuring, 50 to
75 per cent. '

I'hese, Mr. Editor, are the maxims I hold
in reference to oat culture, and I can confi-
dently recomwend them. Many are agreed
as 1o the proper time for sowing, but a very
large number of farmers still hold to the
opivion that February is the time to sow
outs, and yet they admii that they rarelf

once underitand that October scwn onts, put
uniformly 4 inches deep, and that have a
good hold on the soil by the 15th Nov. are
vot endangered in the least once in 10 years,
yea 20, in this climate, and thoy will see
their way clear to profitable oat growing.—
Notwithstanding the unpropitious season
I made a fine crop this year, as my neigh-
bors, who came frequently to examine and
admire, can testify. At the lowest caleula-
tion, made 40 bushels on rather poor sandy
land, and but for the drought would cer-
tainly have made 60. The ocats were sown
in cotton in October, siding the cotton with
a shovel and sowing seed in furrow. Cov-
ered by breaking out the middle with a
scooter. ‘T'ue cottom had been picked over
twice. In January the stalke were beaten
down, and the oats cultivated 3 times after-
wards.. The coton rows were 3 feet apart,
and the cotton was so sided as to make oat
rows 18 inches apart. Made no special ap-
plication of manure to the oats, but the
cotton had been manured. This is a good
way to work oats, for it in economical. On
our old cotton lands, the acid phosphate of
lime is the only fertilizer needed to make-
magnificent crops. It should be applied
in the furrow with tho seed, from 2 to 4
hundred pounds per acre. It is with oats
as with cotton, too much nitrogen to be
guarded against. Twenty to forty bushels
ocotton seed, however, may bo applied with
profit, in addition to phosphate, but, as I
remarked before, such application is not
necessary afler cotton or peas.

As drilliog and cultivating oats is not my
invention I have no personal theorizing at
stake in the matter, but I give my experi-
ence. There are numerous oocasions, no
doubt, when it will be found more profita-
ble to sow brond cast and reap less, but asa
rulo the “intensive” farmer will gain by
adopting the drill. From 4 to  acres can
be cultivated in a day, depending on the

lengthe of row, aned the expéfse is very
will Vtwelve year obld I'”."' with a don-

Por instanee, it i3 ! Koy i o lmost first olass stock for the pur

Crecommenaod to resocil spots where the | o

muke really profitable crops. L€t vwmemn )

bushels of corn with cne of oats, in the
mouths of October and November, the

riod when corn is harvested and oats in de-
mand for seed. Now, as it isa well deter-
mined fact that the yield of oats is three
times greater than corn, (in respoct to
bushels) on same soil, even when oats are
broadcasted, here is 45 to 60 bushels corn
from ordinary soil.: To what extent this
in the case in other sections of the State,
and kow long it may continue to be the case
here, of course I do not know, but it is
reasonble to expect that for many years yet
a bushel of cats will purchase one bushel
of corn. This ought to encourage usto

surest crop that"we oam plant, and it is to

be hoped that the advioe of the “Southern

Cultivator” will not go unheeded this fall.
8. A.C.
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“Sriok 70 DADn.”—A farmer's son
writes us the following: “I am tired of
farming and want to come to town to
make a living for myself. What do you
thiok of it P”

Well, we think you area fool if you
don’t stay at home. The city is overrun
with ‘dead beats’ and tramps, and if you
have a dead sure thiog of making “bread
and meat” on the farm, you'd better stay
where you are, and dig potatoes, than come
hero and go to the Workhouse and
rock. Stick to dad. Stay on the farm.—
You are worth more to yourself, to yeur
neighbors, to rour State and the country at
large than all the one-horse mutton head
profsssional gentlemen that are living from
hand to mouth in this city or State. You
stick to the plow, the mower, the reaper,
freeze to that farm like a fly blister to a ne-
groe's lip, raise rye, corn, hay, barley, oats,
potatoees; chop wood, maul rails, burn brush,
curry your mules, feed oxen, raise stock, and
instead of hanging around the street cor-
ners dependent upon lunch houses to keep
sand out of your oraw, you'll be at home
on your farm, living a lil{ of “independens
happiness,”” while thousands of “nice youn
men,” too pretty and proud to work, an
too lazy to steal, will be lighsing out “ever
the hill to the poor house,” merciless beasts
and lazy subjects of utter dependence upow
public charity. Young man, if you know
which side of the bread of life the butter

7] "i::g G Toaiaville ‘to ‘inake ﬁving-f-';r

yourself,” 25 acres of lgnd and a chap-
like you to till it, is worth more to the
county than the bank in this city and the
smartest capitalist we know of to runm it.—
You stay where you are. Follow the plow,
and engineer the docile, willing mule that

ulls it. Our word for it any young,

calthy, stout farmer's boy who wifl give
up his chances for “a dead sure thing in-
life” and come to town on an uncertainty
is not smart enough to take care of him-
self, and should be arrested and sent to &
lunatic asylum for a darned fool. Stay

whlere you are,—Lauisville Courier-Jour-
nal.

Four Sourn Carorana Wibows.—Ab

the sound of the whistle, four widows whose
names and deeds should be printed in letters
of gold. We shall tell of them—to spare
blushes—first.

No. 1. This lady—as, in fact, all the
others—lost her husband during the war
and was left in straightened ciréumatanoces.
Did she sit down and grieve at her fate ?
By no means. She has raised four children,
besides fine crope, and to day she has much
of last year's cotton and flour on hand, is
free from debt and is able to pay cash down
for what she wantas.

No. 2 looks complacently on all of her
last erop of cotton, and with a sense of per-
fect rest and absolute fullness on 3,000
pounds of flour, neither of which she has
sold because she has no use for the mone:
—here's a widow for you. The only thing

with the old. She might dispose of some of
it to the Editor of the Herald, who has been
standing (o tho rack for years, fodder or no
fodder. She, too, like & true woman, has
raised children and set them up under their
own vines and fig trees.

No. 3 struggled through the years whioch
bave rolled on sinoe the late nnpleasantness,
raised six children, given each at majority
$500 in cash. Last yearshe bought a tract
of land, for which 81,400 in good money was
paid. Has corn, fodder and other things in
abundance.

lN u‘i ﬁ, ﬂlik: un:oblho allurl, has l;:::l a
splendi t and brought up a | i
in the wuy‘thoy should ggo, hEl ol'“ii:t ym':
crops abundance, pays cash in trade and
loans her earnings out on interest.

Curculios may best be fought by inclos-
ing the plum or other fruit trees infested—
cherries, peaches, eto.—with a chicken yard
fence, and colonizing a flock of chickens
within. Then, after the fruit is set, by a
slight shaking of the trecs every morning,
while the inscots are still inuctive, they will
drop off and becomo an easy prey to their

ready enemies beneath.

Prosperity, a station on the Greenville and __
in-wni Tonon OY

which disturhs her rest now is what to de*: ~
with her new fodder; every rhoo being, filledzr"", |
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