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The Elenton Jury.

At half-past G o'cloek, all the atterncys for the
defence being present in deurt, as well as the
Rmmuling attoraoys, the Chicf Justice sent a
eputy marshal to bring the jury into cowrt.—
They were soon Wrouglt fofth.  When they had
all tuken their soats and answered to their names
a8 ¢alled by the Clerk, Chief Justice Waite said:
**Gentlemen, hiave you agreed upon s verdict 7
(ieo. W. Williams, the foreman, replied that they
bad nat.
The Chief Justice next inquired whether they
had agreed upon the guilt of any party. A sim-
ilar reply was made by the foreyopn. The fore-
man was then naked whether Wiey had ngreed
upon the innocence of any one of the accused.—
Gicorge DBush, the black jury leader, said that
they had agreed upon the innocence of one party
named in the indictment and none others. Mr.
Limchouse snid that they had not agreed
upon any ; that such a thing was only mention-
ed, but no vote had been iaken upon it. That
nx far a5 ho was  eoncerned, he was in favor of
Acquittal from the outstart as to all the accused,
and that he would continueso to theend ; further
hie soid they might remain there for twelve
months without changing the vote of one man.
The Chief Justice then instructed the jury to re-
tire to their rooms and consider further; that if
they could agree upon the inocence of une or
more, or s Lo the guilt of any one of the nccused,
they could make such a verdict, and report upoen
tho others as disugreeing.
Mr. Williams enquired of the Court whether
they must bring in n written verdict; the Chief
Justice said not; that in such a case as the one
before them it must be made orally. The jury
then returned to their rooms, and after an ab-
nence of afew scconds returned into court, when
Mr. Williams, the foreman, announced that the
Jury unanimously agreed upon a verdict of not
guilly as regards Mr, Abner W. Atkinson,
D oo kea iy by remaing

. P . :
1e Judge then ordered a mistrial to enter in
4lic canse as  regards the balance of the defen-
dante, and dismissed the jury from further at-
tendance upon the Court,

The names of the jurorsin this case were Geo.
W. Willinms, foreman, George Lever, E. J. Lime-
Touse, Linusford Ilarley, Joel Copes and M. F.
Lighe, white; all of whose politics, excenting
Mr. Willinms, tended in the past toward Repub-
lieanism.

The other half of the jury were George Curtis,
M. H. Holloway, Cato T. Stawart, J. M. Clinton,
Addison Walkei, and Isham Greenwood, colored
or black men.

The first of these, George Curtis, who was the
leader of the negroes, n kind of foreman, is a
foreign negro. This fellow is a constant contri-
butor of trash for Daddy Cain's sheet, the Mis-
sionary Record.

M. 1. Holloway hails from Marion Counly.—
Ie filled the office of School Commissioner in
that county under the Republican administra-
tion.

J. M. Clinton, a violent negro from Lancaster,
is the son of Radical Senator F. A. Clinton, a
member of the present Senate.

Cato T. Stewart is a regulay corn _field hand,
e is a trained juryman, having acknowledged
that he was one tlat sat on Ku-Klux trinls,—
This accounts for his being here, as old Ku Klux
Korbin knew his man. n

Addison Walker another ignorant corn field
liand, is likewise n trained juryman. He sat on
the Ku-Klux cases also.

Tsham Greenwood is adisciple of Daddy Cuin.
He claims to be aminister of the Gospel, and runs
o sundry shep in his retreat. 1e was the only
negro on the jury who was inclined to listen to
the reasoniug of the intelligent white men, nnd
would have voted fur acquittal had it not been
for Curtis.

At the inception of the ease, when the Jury
were drawn, considerable speculation was  had
as to the probable standing of the Jury, and from
day to day as the case went on, il way apparent
that the negroes would cling to color. George
Curtis showed clearly on his face that he had
gone there with the determination of convicting,
amd did not waver an inch during the tedious
trinl and arguments.  His fuce during the argu-
ments gave the expression of a heart made up
nn<d hardened for conviction, and Lis being shut
up at night together with the other negroes mc-

€ color line drawn.

The case, as the public are aware, was handed
o the jury on Friday, at half past 10 o'clock.—
After nn elaborate charge from the Chief Justice
—such a charge a3 any unbiased person could
siot fadl te agree upon a verdict of acquittal with-
out nesitation, as the Chief Justice dwelt at
length upon the case only being based upon cir-
cumstantiul evidence, and tnat in order to finid
the accused guilty they must be convineed bey~
ond a reasonable doubt. Notwithstanding this,
when they entered their room and a vole was
taken, tho division line was formed at the jump
and stood 6 to 8—Dblack again<t white—all of the
negroes voting for conviction, and all of the
whites for acquittal. Repeated votes were had,
with the same result, and after thirty-three hours
trinl the whites were unable to change a single
vote. Curtis, it is said, offered n compromise,
which was that they would all agree to an ac-
quittal of all the accused but the two Bowers.—
As a matter of course the whites would make no
such compromise, and the negroes stood up for
conviction of all. The negroes said they would
remain there for any length of time so long as
they were fed and received three dollars a duy
for so doing.—Journal of Commerce.

Praxtixa Winre Skrx ox A Brack Max.—
Thero iz a coal-black negro man in our vicinily
who will soon have a besutiful white stomach—
n stomnch covered with as pure white Democrat-
ic skin asever grewin Edgefield. This no doubt
sounds both ridiculous and alarming, but we will
explnin. Some weeks back, Dr. Walter Hill and
Dr. Wallace Bland cut off from the stomach of this
negro a huge tumor weighing many pounds, and
upon the large bare spot left by the opsration they
have planted numberlesslittle stars of skin nipped
from their own arms. These stars lLave taken
root and are fast spreading out to meet ench
other, so that, as we have already said, the black
man will soon have a beautiful white Democratic
stomach—at all events on the outside. Science
is wonderful, and in this case noble. Skin is
about all the Radicals and negroes have left us,
and to be thus generous with it is certainly very
magnanimous. —Abbeville Medium May, 23..

- -

Divenrsiry.—After tea wa proceeded to inter-
view the Squire on his mode of farming. We
nsked what was his specialty or market crop.—
Hae vepliad, 1 have no specialty, sir, I sell
from this farm every article of production, from
an ogg to A horse.”” “To.day,' said he, **[ sold
intown aheef weighingover six hundred pounds,
and I sell & number of beeves every year. I
have not bought a horse in twenty-five yenrs,
always keep from six to ten on the farm, and sell
one or lwo every year, of my own raising, at good
prices. [ sell bacon, pork, flour, wheat, oats,
corn, mutton and lambs every yeoar, and notually
(he said with a hearty laugh) the old woman,
here, lately has been selling chiockens and eggs
in addition to her usual sales of hutter, sweet
and [rish pointoes, cabbage and turnips.—Ra-
leiyh Observer,

—i -

Curixa Crover.—The proper time for curing
clover is when about one-third of tha blossoms
have turned brown. Clover should be exposed
very little to the sun in the process of curing.
Cut it down (not wet,) and haul it to the place
for stacking as fast as it is cut; commence at
once and lay one.foot of wheat straw at the bo-
tom on poles, old rails, or brush, then one foot
of clover as fast na hauled, alterndting (he lay-
ers lo the top of the stack, which should be. of
R SR SRR & o e g e
feeding to stoek of all kinds, The straw is ent-
en us greedily a8 the clover, and the olover is
kept of & bright and beantiful color all the time.
Always uge a lndder in stncking hay.—N. C.
Farmer.

Sl

Tur Last o 1ion Hanvens.—New York, May
29.—Fletcher Ilarper, of the firn of Harper
Brothers, died this morning of gnsiric fever,—
He was the last surviving member of the firm
of four brothers who founded this well
known publishing house. At the time of his
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The Union Times For Sale.
BEING anxious to retire from the Newspaper
business, I offer the Times for Bale

Two industrious Printers, or s man competent
to Edit the Paper and attend to the business of
the office, with an industrious Printer, could
make a handsome living out of it. It will he
sold at a fuir price and on accommodating terms.

R. M. STOKES,
Editor and Proprietor.
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= gorﬂ:; , and the crop prospacits are
very gleomy. The wheat is turning out well.

-
¥R, The Insurance Agents are promptly on
hand adjusting the losses from the fire.
R
BEB. Mra. Shodair, after making such a nar-
row escape, is now back again in her store, ready
to supply Brend, Cakes, &c., to her customers.
i S
small bunch of Keys found in the

left at this office, which the owner can get by
ealling here for them.

—— .

BER.. As a natural consequence, the fire un-
seltled everybody and everything in town for
two or three doys, and it hasbeen impossible for
us to pay our usual attention to gelting out n
paper this weck.
P
@usn. If you want to see a regular *‘muss-
molly," take a peep into Rice, McLure & Co.'s,
J. H. Rodger's and J. T. Hill & Co.'s, stores.—
The goods look as if a dozen little and big ne-
groes had been stiving them up with sticks.
N —

BGY™ On the 1st inst., terrific fires were raging
through the timber iands of Michigan, which
threaten to be as destructive as the fires in that
State of 1871.  Villages are entirely surrounded
by fire and all communication with them is cut
off. Settlements of Lumbermen have been en-
tirely destroyed—not a house is left standing
in ome town. Thewhole of Hurrou County is
Dbeleaguered with tiames.

ek
B The Legislnture, at last accounts, was nt
adead lock upon the appropriation bill. The
committee of conference could not sgree upon
inserting or expunging the $270,000 interest
lause, so a committee of free conference was ap-
pointed. The per diem and mileage of members
is also a bone of contention. The difference is
between $5 a day, and $600 or $800 for the
two sessions.

G

Ba¥~ ‘“‘Cherry Ripe.'" Our little friends,
Misses Mamioc and Luls Ray, of Cross Keys,
will accept our thanks for a bucket of nice ripe
Cherries. We hardly knew that Cherries were
ripe and here comes the “first of the season'
from two sweet litile girls the bloom of whose
cheeks would rival the cherries themselves, —
Such favors are the green and cheering spots in
the oasis of an Editor's life, but they are doubly
cheering In the conaciousugss that he is remem- |
bered kindly in the social circles of his suh-
scribers, particularly by the young and pure of
heart and thought.

_____ i
BER. As it seems impossible to get up a fire
Company in this town, the next best thing, iz
our opinion, is for the Town Council to pass an
ordinance forbiding the erection of weoden
buildings on Mnin Street. 8o farsuch buildings
have proved a nuisance, causing the loss of im.
mense amounts of property, and the Counecil
certainly have the power to abate and prevent
one nuisance as well as another, and to protect
the lives and properly of the citizens of the
town. In most other towns such an ordinance
is rigidly enforced, and we cannot discover any
material difference in the Charters of Uuion and
other towns, that would prevent the exercise of
such a power.

B&2F~ A new way of getting up a Club for a
County paper has lately been discovered: Ten
men get together and throw in fwenty cents
apiece. The paper is ordered to be addressed to
one of them. They “iake turns’’ in sending to
the Post office for it, and on the day of its arri-
val they all meet together and one of the Club
reads the paper out loud to the others. They
also take turns in reading. The one that reads
keeps the paper, so that the family of each sub-
scriber (?) gets a paper to read every ten weeks.
The plan is found so ecomomics! in time and
money that in one neighborhood they are trying
to get ten more lo join the club so as to reduce
the price to ten cents each and make (he labor
of going to the Post office and reading the pa-
per come lighter on all.

‘Where the Burnt-Out Can be Found.
J. P. Mullinax has opened bis Boot and Shoe
Shop in the room over Bpears & Colton's Biore,
Thos Nelson's Tailor Bhep is now in the room
in the second story of Bpears & Colton's build-
ing.
5. T. Hill & Co., have rented the Store form-
erly occupied by W. C. Harris & Co.,
R. F. Briggs ha- rented the building in rear
of Spears & Colton.
W. MecNeace now occupies the Beef Market
Building next to W. L. Palmer’s Stables,
The Express office and Frieght Agent is in
Mr. W. A. Nicholson's Building.
F. H, Counts' office is in B. F, Rawls & Co's
Store.

—_—e
#a= During the past week we have received
wany very kind assurances from friends in
almost every part of the County that they would
make efforts Lo increase our subseription list. —
All request us not to give up the paper, but, as
one of them expresses it, '*do as we have to do,
‘live on hope, if you can't get credit on & lien,
for there in & better day near, when Hampton
gets his.goveroment in_goed working order.’’ =
Well, friends. we. sppresiste youg.very kind
worda to us, but can assure you all that we have
been almost living on hope for six months, and
we have but a very smull quantity of even that
flimey article lefi. Besides, we are compelled
to have a change of diet, and the Paper Maker
and Printers say it is sbsolulely necessary for
them to hiave something to season the hope we
have boen feeding them on. You see the points
don't you? Don't defer the consummation of
our hope too long, or we shall all get too sickto

death he was in his 72d year.

issu s a paper.

-

Obituary Notlces of ten lines or free, 1
ol ar ten limMMvtrll;

$100,000 DESTROYED IN 2 1.2 H
RaﬂroadDepoﬁnd Shops Gor
26 BUILDINGS BURNEED!
A MATCH POES THE MISCRIEF,

Sunday, the 3d day of June, 1877,
| be remembered by the citizens of Uni
of the hottest Aind saddesl days they
perienced. i

About half past 12 o’clock, while four-fifths
of our white inhabitants were at Church, the
dreaded alarm of fire was sounded upon Main
street, and by the time many could arrive upon
the spot the woodan building occupied by W,
. Briggs & Co., ndjoining Hill & Co's. large
brick building, was one sheet of flame and the
boxing under the caves of thelatter building on
fire the whole length, and in a quarter of an
hour the whole inside of the upper story of
that building was one roaring mass of flame and
smoke. The wind was blowing hard from the
Bouth-west by west, and the scene was truly
terrific. Largze flakes of fire were fiying in the
air, alighting on the parched roofs of stores
and dwellings, near and far, threatening desirue-
tion to every building and fence in its course,
for miles. The shingled roofs of the houses,
from the long continued dry and hot weather,
were like tinder, and it required the most active
watchful exertions upon the roof of

windward, and in & few/minutd v len’
houses of Mrs. E, D, Humphries, PhillipDunn,
R. F. Briggs (a new one) and Thos. McNally,
were one sheet of raging, howling flame, while
there seemed no hope that the brick buildings
below, from Spears & Colton's to Foster &
Wilkins' and the wooden block below them,
could possibly be saved. Thanks to the slate
roof and substantial build of Spears & Colton's
b they all ped.

The flameg then leaped, as it were, from the
burning stores to some small buildings in rear
of Col. Young's and the Harris stores and de-
molished them like loose cotton. From there
they took the building known as the “*longhouse '
then the Davis and MecNence bar rooms and
every other building upon that block and laid all
in ashes. But before flames had full possession
of these houses, the cry came that the Railroad
shiops were on fire ; and here commenced sach n
scene of terror and destruction as we have never
before witnessed. The roaring flames, tlie dense
smoke, the terrible heat from the midday sun,
the howling of the wind, the blinding dust and
the flying flakes of fire, all comtined to strike
terror aud alatm to the stoutest hearts. It was
a scene of horror.

The weather was so intenscly hot that, al-
though the fire had ouly lasted an hour, the
people were completely exhausted and many
stout men had fallen and been taken from the
streets.  In less than five minules from the time
the fire first struck the building the whole upper
portion of the shops was one howling mass of
finmes, and the air around so Lot thal none
eculd go nearenough toenter and save any of the
machinery, tools, ur materials in it. The lum-
beraround the shops, threecars on the tract, the
platforms in frout, rear and ends of the depot,
caugiit almost simultaneous with the shops and
it was impossible to enter the depot. Soon n
dense smoke issued from under the tin roof, of
that building, and a1l Lopg of anving J.‘*E‘J-ﬂj’
of its contents was gone. Dy the time e roof
of the depot fell in, the workshops, ¢ars and all
around were completely in ashes.

The March of Jestruction ended at the depot
shops. It commenced at half past 12 o'clock
and by 3 —two hours and a half—the bare walls
and chimneys of twety-four buildings alone re-
mained to tell of its ravages. We have never
witnessed so great destruction of property in
80 short time. This may be accounted for in the
fact that & meonth's dry hot weather had made
the buildings as dry and inflammabls as a pow-
der house.

HOUSES DESTROYED,

Wooden House, the roofs and wood work of two
brick buildings belenging 'o Thos Mcually.

New two-story building of R. F. Briggs,

Three wooden buildings of Phillip Dunn.

Wooden building of Mis E. D. Humphries.

Wooden building of W. R. Briggs & Co.

Two-Story brick building of Hill & Culp —
In the first story of this building was Il Cb's
large store and Gibbs & Co's, Drug Store, In
the second story was the large town Hall| Thes,
Nelson's Tailor SBhop, J. P. Mullinax's shoe
shop, Hill & Co’s Counting reom and skeping
rooms,

One small wooden building in rear of|Fried-
berger's store.

Two wooden buildings belonging to Sgears &
Colton—one occupied by charley Jenkin, Col-
ored, the other unocoupied.

Wooden building of Mrs. M. A. Fan

Small building occupied by colored pedple.

W. McNeace's barroom and Ten-pin alley.

W. R. Davis' bar-room belonging to|John
Bodger.

The Long Ilouse, belonging to the es
Giles Bharp.

Bmall wooden house in rear of Da
room.

Railroad Depot and Bhops,
buildings occupied by laborers.

Work Shop of Tinsley & Richmond, belong-

ing to Dr A. W, Thomson.
lnlincu,

LOBSES AND INSURANCE.

R. P. Driggs. Loss, $2,000.
$1,000, in Philadelphia Fire Associstion,

Phillip Dunn, Loss $4,600 in buildimgs and
stock. 4

Xrs. E. M. Humphries. Loss $800. Fdlly in-
sured in Manhattan Insurance Co., i

W. R. Briggs. Loss, in building and Btock
$3,000. Insured in N. Y. Home, $1,00(; Vir-
ginia Fire and Marine, $1,000; Farmvils Insu-
rance and Banking Co., $1,000.

QGibbs & Co. Loss $2,600; insurance 52,000,
in Nerth America Insurance Co.

Hill & Co. Loss $20,000 ; insurance} 8,000
—Manhsttan, $8,000 ; Georgia llomo.,'zpuo;

Ningara, $3,000. |
Lots ﬁlb.-
ol now

Hill and Culp—Brick building.
Bpears & Colton, two wooden hllﬂl-“{”ﬁu

e of
bar

and l.woiuu“
21°%

000 ; insurance ¥8,000.
3700, insurance $400, in Farmrville Insufance
and Banking Co.

Mrs. M. A. Fant, wooden buildhg. {Loss
$760 ; insurance $500, in Farmville [nsufunce
& Banking Co.

W. A, McNeace, Loss—Stock $1,00 ; Buil
ings $2,000. No Insurunce. |

Joha Hodger, Davis bar-room building.

$600. No insurance,
W. R. Davis, Stock.

BRCe.

Loss $500. No ins

[WéN unPrritand their peoulfsr position An THAL

“

ng House, belonging lo estate of Qiles
rp. Loss $1,000. No insurance.

> Iroad Depot, Shope, Cars, &c., estimated
lg9s frum $25,000 to $30,000. No Insurance.] |

Besides the above, which were totally destroy-
od, Mr. Schoppaul, Messrs. Rice, McLure & Co.,
das. H. Roger, Spears & Colton, J. ‘', IIart and
Graham & Graham lost heavily from the remoy-
8l of goods from their stores. The first four
insured.

Thos. Nelson, Tailpr, lost a fine Sewing Ma-
ine, a number of garments and all his tools,
il 0 Mullinax,”Bootmaker, lost everything in
his shop.

G. P. Jacobi, Watch Repairer and Jeweller,
lost about $1,000, including all his tools, a quan-
tity of clothing and Furniture.

Phillip Dunn lost a stock of Groceries, but as
Mr. Dunn is sick at his residence out of town
we cannot state the amount of his loss.

-The whole loss cannot fall much short of
$100,000, with only about $35,000 insur-
ance,

Among the losses was the Passenger Car of
the Railrond undergoing thorough repairs and
intended to be ready for the excursion to the
Mountnins aver the Spartanburg and Asheville
Railroad on the 11th. A turret had been built
on it and in every other respect it would have
been o vory handsome Car. The workmen had
displayed their utmost skill in making it ered-
it to their own s?illng:d-l—hg-rmma';hop. T
/Iht' origin of ihe fire is sitributed to the

careless throwing of a mateh among some loose

left the store more than fifteen minutes when
the alarm was given and the house was in flames.
The most remarkable feature of the fire was
the saving of the row of wooden buildings below
Foster & Wilkins' store. We can only nccount
for it from the fuct that the brick stores above
were 8o much higher than the wooden ones, that
the wind blew the sparks over them and on to
the houses in the block below, DBut there is no
doubt that they too would have been destroyed
but for the extraordinary exertions of Mr. J.
H. Rodger and many others, whose nnmes wo
cannot learn, who, notwithstanding the intoler-
able heat from both the sun and and fire, re-
mained on the roofs during the whole time and
applied water from Wi ckets. The buildings
are old and as inflamable as any in town and
their being saved appears miraculous. A
By this fire Union has suffered a loss.that can-
not be estimated in dollars and cents, and will’
be seriously felt for many years.. At no lime.
has the people been less able to bear it. The
depressed condition of the whole community,
from the awful stagnation of business, with ao
money in circulation and the exorbitant+ price
asked for money by those who have it, Eombine
to put the prospect of rebuilding to a very dis-
tant day. o
& We had _t_llle -[.vl't_:a‘ui'; last Saturday, of
mecting Speaker Wallace and Representative
I'cake, who visited their homes, for the first time
since the present session commenced, on leave
of absence. From appearances we should say
that Legislative work agrees with them, for they
have not lost an ounce of flesh. They gave us
many points, unknown to us befure, upon the
trisla and tribulations the democrats of that

body huve undergone, in “bringing inorder out of
chaos," with n stubborn partisan Republican
mnjority in the Senate to harass, annoy and de-
lay the progress of sound legislation. We can

respect. All the efforts that the democratic house
might make to pass good laws and cstablish a

1, ical and | L gover t, ean
and have been either delnyed or thwarted hy
the Republicans in the Senate. It took all the
tact und ingenuity of the democrals todoany gcod
work at all. They had to move slowly and cau-
tiously with any measure they wished to adopt,
hence the length of the session and the small
amount of work they have accomplished. We
are confident they have done all it was possible
for them to de, under the circumstances, They
seem now as full of enthusiasm for ‘“Hampton
Home Rule and Reform,’ as they wero during
the campaign, and if they don’t vote exactly as
we think they should, we believe they act upon
the conacientious belief that they vote for the
best interests. of the State and the democratic
party, We will have our own opinions, but we
don't presume to say our judgment is superior
to that of & majority of the Legislature.

While we have complained—justly, we think
—of the mansgement of the Spartanburg Union
and Columbia Railroad, we have a great attach-
ment for it. It has received the fostering care’
of this county from the time the first move was
made to build jt, and it is natural for our peoplé
tohave a more than ordinary liking forit, In itd

prosperily we took pride, inthe advancement of
its int contributed our money, and in its
misfortynes'it has our sympathies. During the

past week it has met with Lwo very serlous loss-
es by fire, amounting, itis supposed, to over
$30,000. First the depot at Strothers, with all
its contents, was consumed ; supposed to be the
work of an incendisry ; then the terrible fire on
Bunday, sweeping away its work shops, with all
its valuable machinery, tools and materials, the
fine large depot, containing & large quantity of
merghandize, fixtures, old records, &c¢.—the
actusl value of which not at present known,—.
We ‘sincerely sympathize with the nnm-li‘i_
their severe losses.
Johno : Rifies. :; L
The following are the Officers ot.ﬁz’q‘{oh}hn '
Rifles, clected Inat Saturday night ; §w ~=e
CAPT. F. M. FAR
J. P. Mullinad " 5

1st Lieut. e

2 “ D, Joh;:;m Jr, ) n
8d J. H. ger Vg O g
1st Serg't. H. M. Grimball s
24 Jas. C. Bartor -
8d James Munro

dth « R. % ll-w:s b

18t Corp’l R. W. Tins

24 :P C.T. l'lurls.’_

ad v T. K. Palmer

4th Jos. D. Arthur

b6th « A. R. Stokes

Chaplain  Rev. B. G. Clifford

Burgeon  Dr.J. N, Moore

Bec't & Treas. 8. 8. Btokes

Total Membership, 54.

8Er~ We are ploased to stale that a large me-
Jorirg of the oslored people worked faithfully
st the fire last Bundsy and 314 valtuable ser:
in saving dwellings and stores threstened by
the fiyiug sparks. We cannot name them all,
but most of their names are recorded and they
will be kindly remembered, whenever opportu-
nity offers (o benofit them, by the white citizens.
Among the most conspionous workers, of (hem
all was Mary Davis, who we are told, worked
manfully, in carrying water and removing goods
until so overcome by (he heat she had to be

u’ | n u’iul& : atore, i
" lighting "a cigdr. He says he* had nol

| naparteswho p bimself %  dfstinos
Commission Lo then
ﬂ«f; g:u'w v
| and fully “relative¥o the viewh whicli théy h
or tHei ﬁﬁg‘ mew whl':"\::ﬁ‘

| amongst

For the Times,
SOUND VIEWS UPON THE INTERESTS OF THE
FARMERS AND PLANTERS.
Union Couxrr. 8. C. 27th May.

Mg, Evitor : I ask, with some hesitation, a
place iu your paper, which is always on the side
of right aud justice, to give expression to cer-
tain views in the interest of the Farmers and
Planters of the State.

The views expressed by *'S.,”” as to the dis-
tressed condition of the planting interest in
South Carolina and the much needed remedy
there communication sddressed lo the
Journal of Commerce, of & recent date, are, 1
think, entirely correct, and I will plunge at
once into the middle of the subject, by saying
that the pressent stagoation of trade throughout
the ccuntry is, in some degree certainly, attribu-
table to the fact that the agricultural districts
around many of the towns and villages are in a
state of collapse. The farmers and planters
are reduced to the minimum of expenses, viz:
what is barely sufficient for subsistence ; and as
the agrieultural classes are largely in the majori-
ty here, trade is necessarily stagnant. Theun-
just discrimination in freights on certain rail-
roads, though doubtless bearing some relation
to the matter, ty no means accounts for the very
marked falling off of trade, in certain lowrs.—
As was said by 8. in the communication above
referred to, the mercantile classes, by the enor-
.mous-per ceninge demanded on all articles of
domestic Consumption, have killed the goose

hat 1aid the golden egg.

It is time that the merchants, though often

nning considerablay risk in their transactionn,
might fairly havonsked pricesin advance of those
which ruled in ante bellum days ; bul from one
hundred per cent. on provisions to three hun-
dred, was much more than a fair profit, and can
be designated no otherwise than as extortion.—
Moreover, with such sccurity as valuable land
to back the mer, the merol were toler-
ably sure of getting back their money. Like
Dogberry, they have had their losses, but that
they hnave prospered, on the whole, in spite of
losses and risks, isa well attested fact. I, for
one, do not grudge them their prosperity, if it
hiad been attained while following the **Golden
Rule," but prosperily built upon the tofal riin
of numbers of their feliow-citizens, is not to hel
envied, - v ’

Suppose they had .been content with o fair
profit—risks taken into the accounta—upon their
investments, there aré'numbers of now ruined
men whe, with home rule, & minimum rale of
taxation aud the labor system in a better. conlliﬁ
tonyas {UWSOIEAYIIl be,iWould soon ba“able, iff
they’ still held tHeirlands, t6 retrieve their for-
tuncs, ind place 71_halr “familiés in comfortSand
i;depandeuec." But it is }mw too _late. That
spirit of extortion; in some ‘cases falsely called
“splendid business talent,”" which has reveled
in South_Corolina during the reign of carpet-
bagery; has wound up these unfortunate men,
Jjust one or two years too soon, and their cases
are now hopeless,

In reference to the subject in hand, it would
Le as well to inquire what relation the laboring
cluss proper bears to the matter: The farmers
and planters reduced, almost, to the last extrem-
ity, the condition of the laborers, is one degree
worse, il this be possible. le and his family
are in n state of semi-starvation throughout the
year. Is it strange that the white laboring
classes are becoming bitter, ns I think they are ?
They have o vaguoe feeling of wrong and oppress-
sion, which, defined and organized, would be.
peome thit seartling thing called Comununiam.
I it to be wondered at, when the provision mer-
chant, getting his grip upon the laborer and al-
ways dictating colton as his principal crop, sells
him provisions at 300 per cent. and at the close
of the second or third year takes not only his
corn and cotton, but sells the poor man's cow,
the only comfort left to his family, and takes
even his cotton seed and rough fornge, the re-
fuse of his crop? Shylock must have the pound
of flesh from just above the heart, though the
life-blood follow the knife.

Under the Jewish despensation, usury Was
expressly forbidden, and is rcpeatedly spoken
of in the Old Testament Scriptures as being on
o plane with crimes of the most abominable type.
And just hiere we recommend, to those who have
sufficient cnterest in the matter to do so, lo read
the first portion of the 6th Cliapter of Nehemiah,
as prescuting a case singularly coincident with
the condition of things just now prevailing in
South Carolina, Usury wasdistinctly forbidden
to the Jews—God's chosen people—under pain
of His express'displeasure, ‘‘He is the same,
yesterday, to-day and forever.” -Christianity is
Judaism ennobléd, and puriﬁgj"‘lll eivilized
peoples oﬂ%ﬂi‘m‘- ucive to the
‘welfare an klppfnqgg -of the, hynan race, in
their relations as individuals, communities, and
nations, te the spirit of Christisnity. * It is all-
pervading, all-enfolding, g0 to”Bpeak, like the
very atmosy here we breathy ; though . ijag up.l

Jjoyed by thousands who take \ng gognizance

ences, like that of the atmospherc iteelf, is en- |

And no one who has any soquantiante with
English literature can doubt for & homent as o
how usury was regarded there.

Under the fostering influence of her laws
against usury, and her homestead law, which
Georgia gave to her people as soon as she at-
tained the right of self-government—which she
did sooner than any other State in the South—-

which is, as yet, unrivalled amongsl the South-
ern States.

I will now refer, Mr. Editor, to the resolutions
of the Chamber of Commerce of Charleston,
against the reestablishment of the law ngninst
usury, addressel to the South Carolina Legisla-
ture, and recently published, in the Journal of
Commerce: With perfoct respect for the high
character of the gentlemen who compose the
Chamber of Commerce, I, neveortheless beg leave
to say that the doctrine of ‘‘the natural ;I'ht
of the individual to untrammelled freedom in
the condact of money and Commercinl affairs,’
is & rather startlingone. Cerlainly the ﬂhpumu
Court of the United States knows nothing of this
doctrine, for, a fow years since it decided, fol-
lowing in the track of the Declaration of Inde-
pendonce, that *‘the rights of life and personmt
liberty were the natural rights of mnn'.'g"\\'c
hear of no other natural “rights,” save those '
form this the highest legal tribunal in the Jnnd,

In the excellent editorial of the 15th of Mny,
of the Journal of Commerce, entitled the “Logﬁi-
mate Sphere of Government,”” we are told that
‘“Protection to properiy, protection against in-
Justice, protection of i(he weak nst_the
afrong, is thelefitimate sp o
and Jeremy Bentham, the great English political
economist, tells us thata gnod government should
aim at making such lawa'as will coable the poor
man to provide » suhsistance for his family,—
Just now the farmor in South Carolina is in ur-
gent need of such protection and such a law,—
Should the capitalist, inthe exercise of his **un-
trammelled freedom in the econduct of money
and Commercinl affairs,’ trespass, as might
gomstimes happen, upon his neighbour's right to
provide an honest subsistance for his family,
how then should the cage stand? Is Lhere not
s lnw needed, which should step in just hero
and say, (lo quote agnin from the editorial above
alluded to ) *thou shall not? The doctrine of
“‘the nalural right of the individual to untram-
melled freedom,” &e., it strikes me, Mr. Editor,
is, 50 to speak, too broad and too long. The
geatlemen of the Chamber of Commerce of
Charleston are men of tlie highest character, as
we have said, but there are men of money,
here and there, who are not, and wilfully misin-
erpreting the ubove resolution, and citing it as
authority, they will base upon it oxceodingly
crooked practices, in the use of money.

_As to the docirine, also, mnnounced in the
resolutions of the Charleston Chamber of Com-
merce, at the mecting above referred to, that
the “Legislature has no more right to legislate
upon money than upon land,” we werely nsk,
has it not been the practice, heretofore, of all
civilized governments, to legislate upon their
circulating medium, as they saw fit and as the
necessities of the times and the peuple deman-
ded?

There aro those, pertarz, whowill think, (hat
the statements of the wretched condition of the
agricultural classes in South Caroliun, are too
extravagant. “They have,”” (hey say, ‘*no
kuowledge of such a condition of things ; they
are constrained to believe that the statements are
toohighly coloured.’’ With pinkaud
uplurned, with the self-satisfied urbane smiles
of men with whom success, whether in business
or argument, is o foregoue conclusivn, they de-
monstrate, t) their own entire satisfuction, thna
the whole thing is a figment of the brain of
some “lean and hungry Cassius;" or, if it is
truth, *‘the people have nobody to blame but
thegselves.'’

Wrapped in the comfortable consciousness of
‘“much goods laid up for many years," they ana
totally unable to realize such things as Aonorable
poverty aud blaméless misfortune. *Clothed in.

every day,”' they are unaware of any duty
which calls to them in the shape of Lazarus sit~
ting at the gate, in neod of all things. Duubtless,,
if Lazarus ever attacted the attention of Dives,,
the latter regarded the wretched mau with n
mixture of pity and contempt, and sagaciously
refleccted that the man must have been greatly

3 v o
There are Huﬁl,
in South Carolins, who can neither be bought,
nor browbeaten, nor wheedled, whom all the.
declarations, resolutions and statements, of all
the Capitalists of the State, eannot blind to the

make themselves heard, as they have the power
and the right to do, in demandiug the re-estab-

the ‘*voice of the people would be the veice of

olich would be, indeed, redeemed, regenerated

whatever of the soyroei of the bilgasin, _hinh
they enjoy. Nevertheless; ji exiats in‘ J
wonderful powery No oqqdldfpmon will den
that the whole'testhi A
tutes Christianity, iy di
and extortions»1Is it possible, as has been, as-

serted, that the Legislature of South s@arolina
has no right lo legisiate ag
L pressionawhich Ja

of Chridtianity !
In Frauce, during the reign of

f*friendship Towa
sugwer trathfully

they lived, and s o the'exlont to whith
special fealures of Jowish polity wers, ol
en.
questions related.to the !
answor was, that Jews had nohesits n deal-|
ing with the "Gentiles” in what & Jewish au-
thority considered & “'shameful and dishomest
traffic.”” The answer goes on to ssy, that thelaw
forbidding usury towards a Jew, was intended
for & people ‘who formed a Styte, and hiad aplace
among the Nations,”

ia Evgleed, we srotold, the laws against usu-
ry, have been ropealed. However that may be,
and we are not posted upon this point, 1hey cer-
tainly existed until recently, and the legal rate
of intorest there was what wonld have been con-
sidered absurdly low here, when our old law
agsinst usnry was in force. We think it was
about five per cenl. Has not England been for
severnl centurios one of the most prospeious
countries in the world? Jer government—one

th

of the best certainly, if not the best—nover
seems (o have doubled for 8 moment as to their

carried from the street,

right to legislate upon the

price of money.—

q‘w

sud*dfsenthralled ; without it, God help the
J.

il - BEF=While wo sinoerely sympathise with all

o-lugl propereriy by the fire last Bunday, par--
those whe had labored hard for what

Shey, oblained, we cannot help feeling more deep -

oo | 17 for (hose industrious and worthy Mechanies,
¢'| ¥ PiMullinax, Thos Nelson and T, P, Lemaster,

thigm thoe tools by which they earned the

-1 4nd clothing for.thelr, families. In particulfe
{'was that the case of Mr. Lemaster. His loss

: worth of Carpenter's Tools, the

pl C '|* P"t‘l"m M.ll sad 600

tented !wj'r.jiow-hnuu.h is

# higdaily earnioghs will allow.
Linbits, out of his manthly

ow
wan in this

more worthy

bt .
who ¢an extend relief. e !

8@ Smuel Dibble, demoorst, has been
eleoted & Representative of Orangeburg County,
by & majority of 112, over D. A, Straker, Radi-
cal, who the present House refused to allow ta
take his seai, for coniempt.

Tuz Prionns Reacn Posr.—Liverp:

29.—The disa%led stesmer, Cily of

ter n passage from New York of thirty-eight
days. The passengers have landed. All are
well, Deputations the Liverpool Catholia

Societies, went out in two tugs to welcome the

rllgrl:u. A large crowd cheered and us
ated the passengers on the landin The
pl.lglml were conduoted to the Adelphi Hotel,
to be eutertained by the Catholio Club. A Te
deum is to be sung at the athedral. The

pilgrims will then proceed directly to Rome,

she speedily attained a pre-eminent prosperity, °

t6 sphere of governmeni; ™

to palma

purple and fine linen, and faring sumptuously

to blame to bring himself to such a horrible con~

plain facts of the case, and we hope they will

lishment of the law againstusury. In thiscase,,

God."” | With this law again in force, S8outh Car-.

“purchased sud paid for, by stries
' in the smploy of the Rail-
iy, lIdeh we

does nol ask for charity, we think heis
“‘W!lad,mnn?nu?‘lhm

oy

rived at this port this morning st 10 A. M., af~
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