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door I was cartied to a cosy reception
that has beén set apart Yo Mrs. Jackson's
ase. I found there a “fair,} - fad
"lady, running agreeably’

awaiting my arrival. The w

-

told me that the wife of the Soath’
less hero stood befor

i

Jackson. -
“T declare,”
a work that completely unneryasme. You
know I have always refrained from writing
one word concerning my husband’s home
life. Although importuned again andagain
to do so, I have felt that I could not. ' His
;ubliu record .belongs to the world. "His
ome history is mine. I have felt that the
possession was sacred. A few days since 1
received a very kind letter from Colonel
McClure, of the Philadelphia 7'%mes, asking
me to contribute an artinru to.his paper con-
cerning my husband’s life. His letter wns
followed by lettors from General Imboden
and others, endorsing his ucst. He of-
fered to pay me one hundred dollars a col-
umn for whatever I might write. This, I
am sure, must be an exceedingly liberal of-
fer, and, T must confese, bad much to do
with my acceptance of the proposition. 1
.am very anxious to build a home for myself
and my daughter in this city, and feel that
if I can earn what money [ need with my
2¢n, I will be dving 4 work that my husband
would advise me to were he living.
“Besides this, I have folt that it was my

. duty to write something'that would give the
« :'world a truc idea of my hasband's charac-

ter. NO man has been more wisunderstood

He is represented as having been

bard natured. He

_ 16 opposite. He was as deton-
. strative, as affoctionate ‘and yielding as a

b

s ..,.

* and loving.

woman, © At home he was tender, playful
T'he dignity, sternness and re-
serve that he wore in publio, was thrown off
the moment he was out of sizhitof thepub-
lie, and ho became natural, spontareous and
happy. You can never know how irksome
L W, ap. his real pature* bound down
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“His whole life hupg around his home.
He had no, ambitioh—no love of power—
no thought of place or pomp. His horror
of bloodshed was instinctive and powerful.
He served bis country from aseunse of duty.
As I suid to some one the other day, the
happiest momeny of his life during the war
‘was, in my opinion, when he had sent in his
resignation to. the Coufederate Government
and contemplated returning to our little
home in Lexington. The differences be-
tween him and the government were such
that he did not believe he could be of further
service. Hence, his sense of duty was re-
conciled to his Ilaying down his sword.—
“His love for his daughter gave au instance
ef the misapprehension that prevailed con-
cerning him. He was passionately devoted
to children. Our first child died, and wy
Adaughter was born only a few wecks before
his death. He never took a day's furlough
during the war ; not even
obilds. Just before th -
lorsville I took the little beby-and went to
seo him. You should bave 8c&n what rap-
tures he went into over that little girl's cra-
dle. T have scen him kneel by her cradle
for hours at a time, just gazing into her
aleeping face. Those who had known him
only in publig were astonished at the appa-
rent transformation of his character.

““It is partly that-I may put his true char-
‘acter before the world that I have decer-
mined to' write a sketch of higp for the
Times. I am now at work on it, and it will
bo ready in a very short time. I can give
certain facts that can be obtained from no
other source; I shall give them in a plain
and simple manner.”

I suggested that the letters to her, during
the war, would give her many intoresting

ints. “Oh, no,” she said, a charming

lush stealing over her face, while soft re-
membrances put a new light in her expres-
sive oyes, “they were all real love letters.—
Ho had little room for anything else in his
letters home. And then he wasa very
prudent man and never talked of his plans
to any one. I only gathered from them
somo general facts, as follows: He was ab-
solutely confident of the final triumph of the
Southern arms, and of the permanent estab-
lishment 6f the Bouthern Confederacy. He
felt all the time that the war was boin
waged oo a wrong plan. He felt that the
South would be worn out if the struggle
was proteacted. He even complained that
Geveral Leo was too slow, although he had
groat admiration and love for him.

“Jt has been said that he was a sort of
Inughing stock at Lexington. This was
surcly & mistake. From the very begin-
ning of the troubles he was turned to ns the
head of affairs in Lexiogton. He was_put
in immediate command of the cadets, ﬁdﬂb_‘
not by rank entitled to that . place, e
whole city loved him and respeoted him.—
He wns sie politest man in the world. He
nover a lady on the strect, whether
stranger or not, without raising his hat.—
Oune thing I remember of him—he never
locked into a room that he happened to pass
when the door was open—not even my
own.”

Mrs. Jacksoyis very pleasantly situated
in Charlotte. Her father, a Fresbyterian
minister, lives near the city. She has a
brother and two married sisters (Mra. J E.
Brown aud Ms. D. II. Bill) liviog in the

B |.going too far, he rose to ch

has determined to make this city her per
manent residence. To accomplish her pur-
pose she has closed a contract to write n
sketoh of her husband's life for the Phila-
delphia Z'mes, and they have allowed her
for this work the extraordinary price of one
hundred dollars per column. ~A movement
was inaugurated scme twelve months ago by
Mrs. Morchead, of Charlotte, to have the
various momorial socicties of the South raise

snianial Fun ial d

for some -cause or other the movement
failed, only two or thres hundred dollars
being raised.

A dread of notoriety that it will, bring,

bas almost dissunded Mrs. Jackson from
fulfilling her contract. She shrinks from
anything like a conspicuous place. An am-
using instance of the annoyance that pub-
licity brings is furnished In the following :
Some months ago a paragraph slipped into
the papers, saying that Miss Julia Jackson
was & pretty girl of sixteen years or there-
abouts. By tho time this paragraph had
made the rounds of the press, Mrs. Juckson's
mail was greatly augmented. Kach post
brought a number of epistles from strange
(very strange) young men, begging that
“Miss Julin” would, in the language of the
“letter writer,” favor them with her *‘con-
fidence and oorrﬁspoudcnce." It is hard to
conceive how the h_QlQ.Md of youn
men throughout lﬁg‘Nort an “Wesbym:rﬁ
at once seized wilth impudent intent, but so
it was. The letters—all sorts of letters—
kept pouring in—pouring through Mrs.
Jackson’s hands to the fire.
It is a plensure to witness the universal
love in which the people of Charlotte hold
Mrs. Jackson. They cluster around ler as
some great family about a loved member.—
Could the great hero, whom she wedded,
have spoken his mind before he “had crossed
over the river to rest beneath the trees,” he
could have left no richer heritage to his
wifo and daughter than the legacy of love
in which they are enfolded.
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CATS AND BNAKES.

It is not often that we hcar any credit.
rendered to the oat for‘either intelligence or
affection ; and it is"fhete silaasine to be:
able to récord two iost :
if-not both, of :
remarkable manuner ia 4 -
tleman writing from India to a friend 1
Kingland, a few months ago, says of a pet
Persian cat : “I was lolling on a sofa, drows-
ily perusing the newspaper, a few mornings
ago, when Tom eame and stood near me
mewing in a plaintive way, as if to attract
attention. Not wishing to be disturbed, 1
waved him off.  He, however, returned in a
minute or so, and this time jumped on to the
solu, and looking me in the face, renewed
his uoise more vigorously. Losing patience,
I roughly drove him away. He then went
to the dvor of the adjoining room, and stood
there mewing most piteously. Fully aroused
I got up and went toward him. As I ap-
proached, he made for the farther corner of
the reom, and began toshow fight, bristling
up and flourishing his tail. It at once
strack me that there wasan unwelcome visi-
tor in the room, which Tom wished to get
rid of ; and sure: ) ing towards,
the corncr, 1 discovered-a cobra coiled up|

#‘dl-_ )t fmnder a-dressing table.
@ noide made by ‘our approach aroured

the esnake, and he attempted to make off ;

but I dispatched him with my gun, which

was ready loaded close by. You should

have seen Tom's satisfaction. He ran be-

tween my legs, rubbing himself fagainst

them caressingly, as if to say, ‘Well done

master ! The snake measured five feet

seven inches in length.”

The friend to whom this incident is rela-

ted, after reading it to me, went on to say,

that somfié years ago, when in India with

her father, the family were gathered after

tea, one rainy evening, listening to one of
their number who was reading an interest-
ing story. While thus engaged, a cat of
which her tather was very fond jumped on

his knee, and, moying about in a restless
manner, began to mew in a louder key than
usual. The W was his wopt,
commenced to caress the cat, expecting
thereby to quiet it ; but to no purpose. It
showed signs of impatience, by jumping
dowu and up again, mewing vigorously the
whole time. Not wishing to be interrupted
in what was going on, he called for a ser-
vant to put the cat out of the room ; but
Pyss would no¢ tamoly submit to an indig-
nant turn-out, and commenced clawing at
the old man’s feet. This he thought was
the cat,
but, ere he had time to do #o, he discovered
that it was nothing less than a timely warn-
ing which Puss had given him, for not far
from where he.sat there was under the ta-
ble a small, vendmous snake, which proba-
bly would have bitten him had he molested
or trampled onit. Thg reptile Wag immedi-
ately killed ; and Puss’ceased her mewing.
~ Chamber's Journal.

| Horne Tooxr mving'challenged Wilkes,
who was thén Sller';g .of . Loundon :t:l
Middlesex, received the following laconic
reply : “Sir, I do not think it my business
t2 cut the thront of every desperado that
.may he tired of his life ; but as I am at pres-
ent High Sbetiff of London, it may happen
that I shall ly have ta attend you in
my official ity, in which case I will
answer for it that you shall have no ground
to complain of my endeavors to serve you.”
< Bk

Gen. Washington couldn’t tell a lie, and
in this rosl'mct he differcd materially from
(ieneral Washington -Dispatches.

| witnesses .the

stthe people a great calawity.

is the first time you have served in the im-
portant position to which you have been
called, it is proper that you should be in-
structed in regard to your duties and pow-
ers. <
Your first dyty will be to act upon all
bills laid before you by the Solicitor—these
bills are accusations, in solemn form, against
some one charged with crime. In acting
upon these Dbills, gou will examine only

tatd. In all cases of

x :
grakd jury must find a true bill.
ing of a bill is no proof of guilt.
The grand jury may nct without assis-
tance from the Solicitor in cases o' nuisance,
such as buying cotton, or other agricultural
products at night, whether from the lawful
owner or not. To conduct a lawful busi-
ness in such a way as to endanger the prop-
erty of others, or to cause a feeling of inse-
curity, subjects the person thus conducting
his business to indictment. Since this cou-
struction of the law has been applied, this
business of trading at night has fallen off
ninety per cent within the bounds of this
circuit.
Your attention is called to a matter of
general concern—the fence law.  The erimi-
nal docket of the court is erowded year
after year with cases arising from cattle
breaking into fields where there are grow-
ing crops. Persons shoot down cattle
breakiug into their fields, and the eourt sen-,
tences those who thus kill the cattle of their
neighbors.  Still this thing will be donéy
while human nuture remains as it is ; men
will not staud by.and sce the fruits of their
labor thus destroyed. ‘It is proper for this
graud jury to memorialize the Legislature,
at its session to begin this week, to repeal
the fence law. Carefully prepared statis-
tics show that twenty dollars is expended in
fences to keep out one dollar’s worth of cat-
tle. Chester county contaius a smaller
quantity of timber than any county of equal
area i the.State.  Much of this timber has
recently been used und jsBill to be used in
building #ur milroadg.. The people of the
county must reff timber for fuel.

The ﬁn-

To needlessly destroy thifsupply of fuel in

the construction of fences is to visit upon

; To enclose
me acre. of land worth five dollars, requires

e ¥y 11

poor starving cow
* This is an ubsurdity ;
) i a barbarisin, and
Balowed in a civilized State.
You may say, in your memoriul to the Leg-
islature, that the farmers of the county will
act in self-defense; they will give three
months notice, and at the end of that time
will drop all their fences, protect their crops
and test the constitutionality of the present
fence law.
The fence law was enacted in 1604. It
discriminated against the farmers of that.
day, who were spoken of, in the_ preamble
of the law, as “ovil minded,” and as entie-
ing horses and cattle intostheir fields. The
farmers formed but a small population at
that time. The fence low, keptin force
from that day to this, still discriminates
very harshly against the farmers. The own-
is not refjuire pen tho cow
n o o milk her, but the.-ewuer of a
crop is compelled to pen up that crop in or-
der to enjoy its benelits and reap its fruirs.
A man may be prosccuted in au action for
damages, for milking his neighbor’s unpen-
ned cow, yet he eannot recover lor damages
committed by that roving cow upon his un-
penned or unenclosed crop.  As said before,
the law ig barbarism, and should at once be
abolished.
The attention of the Court has beer call-
ed ta'the fact that at a point eight miles
north of Chester is a wood pile, owned by
the Charlotte Columbia & Augusta Railroad,
and that in the winter of 1875 this wood
pile was incorporated by an act of the Leg-
islature under the name of the ‘“town eof
ONestnut Grove.” [Laughter.] The pop-
ulation of, this wood-pile, so called town,
consists. of five -whites apgdeeloven colored.
[Renewed laughter.] Ig" “earperators of

this so called town.p: nil yetone
G e 0. ealled
town government WhS to” fevy a tax of fif-
téen mills. The very first nct of the 86 call-

ed incorporation was to license two bar-
rooms. Cato Porter, one of the incorpora-
tors_said that the principal object in having
the wood-pile incorporated was that a grog-
shop might be opened thore. At the Janu-
ary term of this court, this same Cato Por-
ter was convicted of a wiolation of thé i
cense laws of the State. The so ealled town
of Chestnut Grove congists mainly, as the
Court is informed, of a large wood-pile,
which always grows smaller after a dark
night. [loud laughter.] This wood pile
is the property of the Charlotte Columbia
& Augusta Railroad, and the rond can, no
doubt, protect its property without an act
of incorporation. [Laughter.] :
The grand jury will investigate this whole
matter, and if they find that the facts al-
leged are true, this Court will use all'its

and will expunge the charter.

You will inquire and report how the pub-
lic officers of the county ave dischargiog
their dutics. If any public officer is incomn-
petent, or if' he violates his trust,” or if he
neglects the business of his office, he is in-
dictable.

You will ascertain and report the number
and condition of the public schools in dpera-
tion in the connty.

You wiil likewise nscertain and repod

The Court is called upon this morning to
excuse a4 number of jurors from attendance
upon thia term, for the reason thau children
have just been born into their families.—
The Court cheerfully grants all applications
for this cause and congratulates the good
people of the county upon the fact that,
simultanenusly with the redemption of the
State, we have such a fruitful year in popu.
lation. The best wishes of the Court are
with gll who are engaged in this noble work.”

i "
HINTS ON CLOVER ARD GRASS,
BY DIL T. W. HARRISS.

It is not too late yet to sow.  Some think
it is the best to sow in the Fall. I can’t
say a8 to this. From my own experience I
would say, that, sowed in the Spring in
suitably prepared soil and covered properly,
they are pretty sure to come. The top soil
ought to be fine and freshly stired. Ior
this purpose the harrow is nccessary.  If it
is wished to sow on wheat or oats, the har-
row will prepare the land wdll and will not
injure the grain erop. Uunless it is loose
soil, it is olten better to harrow two or more
times with an interval of a week or so be-
tween the workings. If cultivation is good
for wheat, whick seemsreasonable, then we
vaght not to to stop at one harrowing. So
far as my observation goes, the cffeet of one
harrowing is not perceptible. At sy rate

it is top small an amount of cultivation to

be of much advantage.  Whatever number
of harrowings one wishes to give his wheat,
they must be all done when the seed issown
—the last oue or the roller covering the
grass seed. I have never had seed fail to
come when covered with the harrow.
Clover is indispensable on the Farm.—
After a ficld is once sceded it is casy to keep
it forever sceded. A clover sod may be
turned in the Spring and cultivated in corn
and fullowed by wheat in the Fall, and a
good stand of clover will come without re-
seeding,

Orchard grass is one of the best of the
grasses, It is very tenncious of life, grows
up early in the Spring, and continues to
do 80 as often a8 you cut it, throughout the
Summner. It affords a considerable amount
of Winter pasturage, if the Winter is not
too severe or it has a little protection. It

-#W&cﬁds well when the land is not too wet.
' 1 umuﬁ‘“‘ crop? benvs sted s v igmemef

Y docs Well'on DOLTO™™ wnuvu a.,
enough for corn. In peint of quality it
takes the lead—at least in the estimation of
the public. This grass will not succeed on
dry land in this State, I think.

Herd's grass, or red top, will succeed on
wetter land than Timothy, and for low bot-
toms not well drained, it is among our best
grusses.  This grass and Timothy make very
little aftcrmath. A good meadow well
stocked in Herd and wmative grosses, will

‘make a first erop of almost pure Herd's

gross, and a second crop of native grass,

toumliuws larger than the first, and ol choice

In speaking of harrowing wheat, I said
pothing abtiout the kind of harrow used.—
This question is often asked. The fashion
is to speak of the Thomas Smoothing har-
row, for this purpose, us if no other would
do. A straight tooth harrow will not tear
“mﬂ!ﬁ‘“' ~You veed not be afraid.—
Drive boldlypver the crop—it may lnok
like ruining it, especially if' the ground is
loose, but if you will examine you will find
very little wheat torn up, and in a tew days,
the dirt will be knocked off and the young
plants will look none the worse. The
“Thomas Harrow" is without doubt a zood
implement, but any harrow may be used.

f you havo’any young clover or grass
which you wish to cut for hay or which you
wish for passurage, do not turn your stock
on it now. mller feed them and take eare
of your grass”

: 1 (TR e .
‘FArming Witiovr Fexcina.—Under
this heading, we find the following from the
Unfon, a paper [}Jublished at Junection City,
Kansas, (located at the point where the.
Kansas, Pucific and Missouri, Kansas &
Texos Railroads interscot) which, as it.rela.,

tes to o subject that is hiew feeocivid® 'mu

tiop. from this section will be of interest
ml‘ our readers :

“We have a law in Kansas, which has
been sustained by the Supreme Court, which
enables County Commissioners, upon a cer-
tain petition or vote of the people to issue
an order restraining stock from running at
large, in their respective counties. It is
called the herd law, and is designed to en-
able farmers to raise their crops without the
expenses of fencing. It is the most remark-
ably successful reform of this decade.—
There is, under this law, no trespass by stock,
beeanse stock is better cared for by its own-
era, There is less litigation about trespass
than in o fonds conntry, because fences are
uot always reliable. The idea ofthe herd law
is the embodiment of justice and common
senge. It protects the growing crops, which
disturb no one, from the roam‘ng, mulicious
steer, which is a coustant disturbance to
everybody. In other words, it requires

: . to take care of hisown property
power to prevent the exercise of wlwm Byt L ! )
authority by this go called town government; tréin it from disturbing @mers.

Holdigdpion it
OxnE Lire, ONE A1M.—A wife said to her
id, who was scolding her. ‘“However
ju miny be, there is not a couple who
ter unanimity than you and I;

live
for wé always desire the eame thing—you
want to be master, and so do 1.”

n.g -

Arrer Forty Yeans ov Liviaarion.—New Or-
leans, April 17.—Distriet Judge Billings has
rend A favorable decision in the case of My-
ra Clark Gaines, involving millionsof dollags in

TO
what officers bave qualified. The law pro| yoars

perty in New Orleans, This ends fm;.rty
of litigation in favor of the claimant

interesting nccount of the eondition and pros-
pects of the company. AMnj. Dunean, in the
course of his remarks, said that the road was
new continuunsly graded for a distance of about
thirty-two miles, which included the heaviest
work on the roal. By June 1st three milas ad-
ditional will be graded, and the graded line of
thirty-five miles will then run clear to the sum-
mit of the mountain, at I'ace’s Gag. This point
reached, there is no descent to Asherille, the
intervening country being on the plateauof the
Blue Ridge. The poiut thirty-five miles from
Spartauburg is eight miles from Flist Rock and

0 M

Besides the continuous grading of thirly five
miles about ten miles more are graded in dis-
connected sections.  Four hundred luborers are
at work grading, two hundred of whom are con-
victs hired from NorthCarolina,  Iu Henderson
and Buncombe Counties the grading will be paid
for in the bonds of those counties, which the
contractors have agreed to receive in place of
the cash,

The grading already done aud paid for
would cost, nt contractor's pri
ced, no less than..aie.

25 miles of cross-ties delivered and dis-
tributed, only $1,800 unpaid....

15 miles of 1ron rail und fastenings, in-
cluding 10 miles in opperation,
all paid for

$305,000

16,250

Cost and value of work and material...S481,250

The work done by the convicts has saved the
Company for that work at least fifty per cent, in
cash outlay ; but the value of the work and ma-
terial is ns we have given it. There is some lit-
tle floating indebtedness, but the balance due on
plr_ivnla stock subscriptions will more than cover
this

Ten miles of the rond are now in opperation
anid, by the 25th of the present month, fifteen
mileg in all will be open, unless the westher in-
terfere. The company needs twenly miles more
iron to lay the track to I'ace's Gap, the point
thirty-five miles from Spartandurg. This iren,
with the eross-ties, fustenings, and the cost of
lnying, will come to $88,000, and the company
have made arrangements to pay half this amount
in ens=h, receiving a credit, extending to two
years, for the remainder. The issue of mort-
gage bonds to an amount not exceeding $10,000
# mile has been authorized, and the company de-
sire to borruw, upon the sccurity of their bonds,
the maney now required, 244,000, The securi-
ty will be the work alveady done, with the iron
to be bought and Jaid, costing nearly $500,000,
with thirty-five miles of road in operation; and
the whole liecn upon this in shape of the first
morignge will not mueh exceed 54,000 a mile.
But the security is not limited to the bare value
of the rond. As soon as the road reaches Pace's
} ' s Lo ol of The.

trans-
Eyery )
within easy distance of the Western North Caro-
linn Railroad, drag their way to distant Green-
ville and  Spavianburg, and the preduce they
bring, and far more, will naturally seck the Rail
Road.

When Major Dunecan had finished his explan-
atory statement, Senator Cannon, of Spartan-
burg, briefly addressed the meeting, describing
the character of the country through which the
Spartanburg and Asheville Rail Road passes.—
Ile mentioned that Northern settlers had alrendy
bought 35,000 acres of land in Transylvanin
County, N. C!. This settlement and others like
it would increase the business of the rond. In
explauntion of the fact that produce seeks South
Caroling, by wagon, instead of the Western N.
C. Rail Road, he said that it was useless for the
farmers to send their corn, wheat, cgge, milk
and other articles to that Raiload, becanse the
country through which it runs produces those
same articles just as cheaply.

South Carlina, on the contrary, needs them,
not raising them ns abundantly ; and, seeking
the best market, the produee tlows to this State,
Where the farmers sell they likewise buy, and
the whole State will thus be benented,

In reply to questions by Capt. Fairly, Maj.
Barker and other gentlemen, Maj. Duncan said
that the cost of grading the whole line to Ashe-
ville would average 57,000 a mile; the entire
cost of the road, fully equipped, will be about
$13,000 a mile, (making it the cheapest road of
that gauge in the country) and that, when com-
pleted, the mortgage debt will be between $5,-
000 and $6,000 & mile. The Spartanburg and
Acheville Railroad is the only road in the United
States that crosses the Blue Ridge without au
tunnel. The depots on theTine from Pace's Gap
to Spartanburg, with the necessary land, will be
built and given to the company by the owners
of the land through which the line runs. Two
of these depots, far ahead of the track-layers,
were already built.  One of these, at the Ruth-
erford and Greenville Cross Roads, twenty-two
miles from Spartanburg, is an exceedingly com-
modious and handsome strueture. A storestands
near the depot, with n large sawing and plan-
inﬁ‘ mill.

b-_ he meeating being in possession of the ne-
L coraary information, on motion, adjourned.

Major Dunean, by his clear and business-like
statements, has made an excellent impression in
Charleston, and the prospect is very flattering.

o i e : :

GrANOERS.— W hatever else may be said
of the Grangers “as n seeret order without
any scercey,” it must be ndmitted that they
have taught the farmers how to bay cheap-
ly and how to sell their produets at full
prices. It must also be said, to their eredit,
that they have brought down the prices of
many wmanufactured and other articles of
prime neecessity from 15 to 33} per cent.
agricultural implements, coal, ete., for ex-
ample. Morever, there is no doubt that
the order of Patrons of Husbandry has in-
troduced a new element of sociability and
improvement among farmers. Many of (ke
Grange headquarters have been virtually
traneformed into club rooms—some of them
su“plicd with libraries ; and they are habit-
ually fiequented by all the members enti-
tled to their privileges. Certainly, an insti-
tution of which such things ean be said, and
which is Euroly non-politieal in its constitu-
tion and by-laws, deserves to be kept alive,
encouraged and bidden God speed ! by every
well-wisher of that clnss, upon whose pros-
perity rests the welfire of thewhole frame
—work of American society.— Firank/fort
(Ky.) Yeoman, -

An imaginative Trishwan has improved
upon Ossian.  “f returned,” said he, *‘to the
halls of my father by night, and I found
them in ruins. I eried alond : ‘My fathers,
where are they 7 And echo responded; Is

of the State.
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enr nUNareds of wagons from Asheville,

come before you, give the reasons that impelled
me to call the General Assembly together at a
time so unusunl awd inconvenient to its wewmbers,
L 1ecognize and appreciate fully the great per-
sonal suerifice demanded of the members by the
call which brings them here; but the eritical
comlition of public affairs and the welfare of
the State made it imperative that 1 should in-
voke the nid of the legislative branch of the
government to assist in the great work of reform
before us, and 1 felt confident that the patriot-
ism of those comprising this branch of the State
government would inspire them to meet cheer-
tully all the sacrifices required.for he-intcrests
Your presence provesfihat I have

3 o additonn 011 you © o
unimosities engendered by political strife, rise
superior to the petty considerations of partisan-
ship, and devoting yourselves with patriotic zeal
to the service of your State, that you will strive
earnestly to vestore its lost prosperity, to revive
its wasted industiies, te reform all abuses in its
government, and lo promote pence, harmony,
good-will and justice among all classes anld par-
ties. To the nccomplishment of these noble nims
I pledge my constant, unwearied and earnest cf-
forts ; and in this patviotic work 1 invoke your
aid, gentlemzn of the Senate and Jlouse of
Representatives, not alune as members of the
Legislature, but as patriots and Carolinians.
The anomalous condition of affuirs during
the past few months, while it has entniled
the necessity of convening the General As.
sembly, lLas precluded me from laying: be-
fure this body such full and accurate in
mation as is desirable, or muking pre
and definite recommendations on  particular
measures which will demand your attention.—
Circumstunces with which Jyou arve all familiar
have prevented my aceess to the books and ro-
cords of the various departments of the State
government, and hence 1 ean neither speak au-
theritatively of the exact financial condition of
the State, nor make such particular suggestions
as under the ordinary condition of pullic mat-
ters, it woull have Leen my pleasure, no less
than my duty, to have done. At present I ean,
therefore, only call your attention in general
terms to a few suljects which require immedinte
action on your part, and I must ask for your in-
dulgence 1f I am unable to do more than tv in-
dicate the broad and comprehensive principles
which, in my judgment, can give peace, stabil-
ity and good government to vur State.  To the
wisdom and patriotizm of the Geueral Assenibly
is committed the grave duty of bringing back
to our people these inestimable blessings,  The
merit of success will belong te you, gentlemen,
if you succeed ; and to you will the responsi-
bility attach if the hopes of your coustituents
are disnppointed,
The first, as it is the most important, sulject
to which your atlention is invited, is thnt of the
financial condition of the State. It is needless
for me to say that this condition is deplorable,
for it is sliown by an empty treasury and a ru-
5 Lag nation in_connpercial circles
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lamentable.

All effarts to bring about a better siale of af-
fuirs will prove unavailing uutil the finanees of
the State are put in a healihy condition aud the
credit of the State established on the sound and
honorable footing ihey onece oceupied. Dut in
thic meantime there is an imperative necessity
that the immedinte needs of the State should be
provided for; and in doing this the buvdin of
taxation should be made as light as possible, for
the resources of our people are well nigh ex-
hausted, and the sen=an of the year at which the
tax ¢ will be calied for is most unfortunale, —
While it is the province of the House of Repre-
sentatives to fix the amount of taxes requisiicto
meet the demands of the State, and the timennd
mode of their collection, 1 venture to offer some
suggestions on these points for the consideration
of the Legislature. 1t is due alike to the honor
and the eredit, ns well a8 to its future progperity,
that there should be no question nor doubt ns to
our determination to meet every honest obliga-
tion of the Siate fairly and faithfully; but it is
equally our duty to ascertain what arve itz hon-
est liabilities,  'T'he suspicions which attach toa
portion eof the outstanding obligations of the
State, and which, 1o & greater or 1ess cassws af.

feet the value of all, render it imperative that
these obligations, whether funded or not, should
be strictly scerutinized, with a view of ascertain-
ing which are valid and which are not. There
should be a condition precedent to the payment
of interest on any of the oulsianding obligations
of the Stale, whether in the shape of bonds or
otherwise, an:d algo to the further funding of any
of the State indebtedness into the congolidated
bonds authorized to ba issuel under the net of
1873, to reduce the volume of the publie debt.

In order (o effect this object in o mode satis-
factory and equitable. alike to the State and to
the public credit, 1 respectfully suggest the ap-
pointment of n commission, 1o consist of one
mémber from each llouse of the Legislature, the
Comptroiler-General and the Treasurer of the
State, and three citizens of financial ability, to
whom the whole question of the financial condi-
tion of the State shall be referved, and under
whose directions a thorough and complete inves-
tigation of the funded and flonting indehteduess
of the State shall be made; and whe shall be
empowered to require a registration before them,
or before such officers ns mny be designated, of
the consoiidation honds of the State. Obliga-
tions, the validity of which shall be thus ascer-
tained, shall be certified in such form as the
commission or the Legislature may prescribe,
and the coupons on such bonds alone should Le
receivable for taxes, The commission shoulid
algo be charged with the duty of reporting to
the Genernl Assembly at its next regular session
the precise character of all obligations of doubt-
ful validity, or clearly fraudulent, with the spe-
cific facty or testimony upon which theirconclu-
sions are based. As all the records and books
showing the amount of consolidated honds now
oulstnnding, with the vature of the securitics
on which they were issned, have been withheld
by the late officials, 1 am unable to state, with
any degree of aceuracy, what portion of the
public debt has been converted into consolidated
bonds and what portion remains to be funded.
But from the best sources ol information before
me, | catimate the amount yet to be funded as
about three million dollars; which, at the rate
established for funding, will require the issue
of $1,500,000 of consolidated bonds.

Under the act of 1873, these bonds bear date
of January 1, 1874, and the nunual tax provided
by the act for the payment of intercst on the ¢n-
tire consolidated debt lins been regularly levied
every year, and the amount unexpended for in-
terest should be In tlie treasury to meet the past
due coupons of these bonds, as soon s issued, —
1 have no reason, however, to believe that theve
is any such unexpended bnlance available for
this purpose, and if the conversion of the deln
into consolidated bonds continues as provided by
the existing net, it will be necessary to provide
by legislation for these nrrears of interest. |
suggest for your comgideration the propriety of
funding these arrears up to the time of conver-
sion, in new bonds, payable at ench time, and

that you, Patrick M'Clathery 7'

[conTiNUED ON #rCOXD rAGE. ]
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