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A_ROW IN DARLINGTON.

AN ARMED MOB WANTED TO ATTACK

8TATE CONSTABLES.
w

'.I:‘Iu; Qnns of the Darlington Gaards Taken

® from the Armory to Make the Militia
Powerless—The Fall Btory of the Af-
talr, © T

CorLuMBIA, 8. C, March 29.—There
came near belng a big riot in Darling-
ton yesterday over the ralding of biind
tigers by State constables. The matter
fortunately passed. over without blood-
shed, but the indications for some time
were for serlous trouble.

The firat known of the trouble here
was about 2 o’clock in the afternoon,
when Governor Tillman received a tel-
egrem from Dispenser Floyd saying
that raids were haing made and that a
mob was on the streets armed with
Winchesters. From then on until 9
o'clock last night the wires between
here and Darlington were kept hot
with telegrams,

As will be seen from the story pub-
lished below the mob took the arms of
the Darlington Guards,leaving no arm-
ed organization to uphold the law.
Governor Tég.limnu promptly provided
for the maintainance of thelaw by tel-
egraphln% to SBumter and putting the

. Sumter L th. Infantry in readiness to
g0 to Darlington and by arranging for
a special train to take the company to
Darlington. .

The full story of the trouble is found
in the following telegrams. These are
all the telegrams which passed between
the Gtovernor and Darlington and Sum-
ter and Charleston. The telegrams are
published in the order in which they
were gent and recelved and explain
themselves:

DARLINGTON, 3, C,, March 28,

Constables raiding. Armed men
walking streets swearing they will
shoot, J.B. FrLoyp.

'ro‘SherIﬂ! Scarborough, Darlington, S.

N Columbia, 8..C., March 28,
I expect you to preserve the peace
end gee that the law is upheld,

B. R. TILLMAN,

Darlington, March 28.
Fighting sure. ens with guns
swear they are going to kill.

. . J. . KIRVEN,

W. H. Lawrence, Darlington;
Wire me bow many constables in
Darlington. Keep me posted. <
. B. R, Tillman.

Captain Darlington Guards, - Darllng
top, S. C.:
Put your command under orders of
Sherift and ?reaewe the peace.
B. R. TiILLMAN Governor.*

Dmﬁngton. March 28.
Guns taken away from Darlington
Guards by mob. J. B. FLoYD.

i " Darlington, March 28.
Six constables here. Not enough to
hold crowd down, Winchesters- and
shot guns displayed, C. B.8BwaAnN,

Captain Darlington Guards:
I hear your arms have been taken by
mob. Answer If this 18 true,
" B, B. TILLMAN.

Sheriff Scarborough, Darlington, 8, C.:
If you do not arrest those resisting
the law and assist constables in their
work it will be the worse for you.
Darlington, Guards ordered to obey
your commands, Answer,
B. It. TiLLMAN, Governor.

C. B.8wan, Darlington, 8, C.;

Sher!ff has been ordered to assist you
and Darlington Guards ordered to obey
his orders. Do your duty, b

B. IR, TiLLymAN, Governor,

Darlington, 8. C,, March 28,
No trouble here apd no prospects of
any, but a good matur crowd in
town. Icuan keeij the peace.
W. I'. DArRGAN, Mavyor,

Darlington, S. C.,, March 28,
Telegram received, Iave conferred
with Sheriff who says there 18 no dan-
ger of breact of the peuce audno ne-
cessity for ordering out malitia.
HENRY L', THOMPSON,
Captain Darlington Guards, .

Darlington, March 28,
All quiet. Don't anticipate any
trouble, 1f necessary will wire.
GeEOnRar P, SCARBOROUGH,

To J. B, Floyd, Darlington, 8. C.:

Oblef constable has been ordered to
Darlington, Have warrants swern out
agalnst 8ll persons who resisted the
constables for riot, conspiracy and re-
slsting an oflicer, Attorney General
will come ‘down tomorrow. (aillard
will make the arrests..3, R. TILI.MAN.
Darlington, March 28,
On receipt of gour firat telegram I
went to the court house and wag in
consultation with oficers of my com-
mand concerniug it, when during m
abgence from the arfnory a party of
cltizens went there aud took possession
of guns, On hearing of it 1 went to
them and demanded that they surren-
der thein immediately, which they did-
I now have, all the guns back and have
taken such precautions as will effect-
ually prevent a vecurrence of the inci-
dent, IEverything quliet,

HENRY T. THHOMPSON,
Captaln Darlington Guards.
EVERYTHING QUIET,

At 0’cloek last night the Governox
got & telegram. that everything was
then quiet in Darlington,

The following teleuram was received
at 7 o’clock lnst night, It had evident-
ly been written early in the afternoon:

i Darllnm{m. March 28,

Things look very squslly.. Threats
balnr made. Gana and nfles being
displayed. Have nfdefl constables nll
I can, G. P, SoARBOROUGTI,

: . Shenfr,
BUMTER WAS READY,

When the Governor heard that the
arms of the Darllogton company had
been taken he sent and received the fol-
lowing telegram: ] -

W. R, Delgar, Sumter, 8. (.;

Can I get' a speclal tran to carry
military from Sumter to Darllngton,
Aunswer gulck. B. R. TiLLMAN,

Goveruor,

hl:ﬁ'.a.ln Sunmter Light Infantry:
n

of Darlitgton, Answer.
B. . TILLMAN, (Governor.,

Sumter, 8. C,, Mar¢ 28,
The Sumter Light Iofantry  in up-
hold the law.  A. C. PuELPS, Captain.

Sumter, 8. C., March 28.
W. . DELGAR, S. A.

W. Il. Delgar, Sumter:
Thanks. Things have quieted down
and may not need it, B. R, TILLMAN,
Governor,

Captain A.C. Phelps, Sumter, S. C.:
Later advices report things now quiet
at Darlington. If I need you will wire.
: B. R. TILLMAN, (overnor.
GAILLARD ORDERED TO DARLINGTON.
The following telegram was sent to
Chief Constable Gaillard at § o'clock
in the afternoon:
Take your entire force of constables,
armed with Winchesters to Darlington
tonight. B. R. TILLMAN, Governor.

Yes, sir,

TheState's Pensloners,
ConumpbIia, 8. C, March 28.—The
State pensioners wll]. in a short time,
receive the annual guota of the pension
appropriation. IFor the past week the
clerk of the pension board has been re-
vising the roils sent ia by the various
county pension boards,and the work is
nearly completed. There are only three
more counties—Iairlield, Marion and
Kershaw—in which a further revision
will have to be made before the board
can take final astion and order the
preparation of the warrants to be sent
toeach pensdioner. Trom the returns
as made up there has been a total in-
crease since last year of only ten pen-
sioners. The number this year is 2,265,
as against 2,266 last year. The ordinary
expenses,etu,, for this year will be paild
out of the amount held over from last
year's appropriation. This wiil -
clude about $1,100, the amount of the
expenses of the several county boards.
The per caPlt.a payment which each
pensioner will recelve for the year will
not be lees than $#22, and it is all to be
paid at once., The warrants are to be
sent to the several county clerks of
court for distribution to the pension-
ers,

The following shows the number of
pensioners in each county for this and
last year:

1804, 1893,
Abbeville................. 08 70
Alken,.,..... serssssenanss DB b3
ADderson .. voieieennnnn ... 148 161
Barnwell.......oovvennnnnn b2 Bh
Beaufort,....ooovvvnvrnn. 1 1
Barkeloy., oveveevsniiami 18 19
Charleston......coeevvenv., 46 4B
ONeBter i vuaviivyviviseveo 33
Chesterfleld,.....cvvvvene.. 86 83
Clarendon....... slennnesee 4G 40
Colleton...o.vvsvenennrn... 67 G4
Darlington,....... S s 68 ° 64
Edgefleld..o.vivivinennnn. 106 105
Falfleld.....ooovpevnnnn. .. B0 57
Ilorence....... cisesaraness OO 31
Georgotown. ... veevveenas 2 2
Greenvilld,......coovnven. . 104 150
ITampton. .., voven.. —— . 42 40
13 801 o S ———— 35 37
ROrBRAW i i voinrssnia vasen D 45
Latenster......coveneenve. 04 6t
Laarens........... die ey D 7
Lexiongton,.,...... Soniyuen e, OO 68
Marion. ... icovsnsasavanis U8 8
Marlboro, .vvveeeniennsns a6 34
Newberry.....ooevvene... 41 45
Oconee.......ocvvvevnrn... B2 86
Orangeburg...ocovvvenn.n 48 b1
Pickens.,,.. I - | b4
Iichland....... .. 42 43
Spartanburg........ ven 210 203
(1 5 ) PR N e b4 04
Union..oiviiniirennnenns., 70
Willlamsburg............. 35 34
D] 126 120

Total....oivnnvven...2206 2256

Fruit Dostroyed.

CorusMniAa, 5. C, March 28 —The
weather during the past twenty.four
hours has been the most remarkable
ever known in this section of the
South, and as for the last week, noth-
ing has been heard of to equal it, Du-
ring Monday night the mercury fell as
low as twenty-four degrees, and the
mean témperature for the twenty-four
hours was just one degree above the
freezing point, ‘The temperature did
not tall so low as{t has in previous
Marches, twenty degrees being record-
ed last year and twenty-one degrees in
1800, But these records were made the
first week in March. Never before
after the 20th of March has the mer-
cury gone below thirty deerees. Thus
1t 18 seen that this March is keeping
up its display as a record-breaker. The
most remarkable fact about, it all is
that the range has been in the last flve
days from ninety to twent]y-f’uur de-
grees, something unparelled in the his-
tory of the weather service, The re-
markable weather has been caused by a
storm slmilar to the storm in Februa-
ry. It developed off the coast east of
I'lortda and moved inland,thus attract-
ing the influence of the cold wave
which was at the same time moving up
the Migsigsippi Valley, and drawing it
into & combination by what {8 techai-
cally known ag the “suction” process.
Wentner Observer Bauer says that the
damage to the erops and- other vegeta-
tion camnot be estimated as yet. Ile

Y |says that all fruit, with the exception

of apples, 18 killed beyond & doubt, and
the farmers are going to be very heavy
losers. Ile suys that corn has been
planted some time and most of it is up
—8prouting. All this, he says, will be
killed, as will enrly potatoes and wheat
and out crops.  Mr, Bauer says the far-
merd throughout the State had planted
earlier and much heavier than nsual
thig yenr, and they are going tosuffer n
great deal. Ile gayas they had brighter

rospects -thig Izear than has been
nown in years before,

The Late Freeme,
CHARLESTON, March 29.-~The eold
wave came as predicted and has-dam-
aged crops in the neighborhood to a
great extent.  The freezs was grvere in
this section and many thoussndg of
dollars would not repay the damagen
done In the single night. Not only that
however, but tonight an even more ga-
vere frost if expected and thig may add
much to the damage. 'The farmers of
the Neck, Mount Pleasant and Young's
Island report the killing of cucumber,
watermelon and squash vinds, Dhess
will have to be planted over, The
young strawberries and blossoms are
dead-—this means berrles three weeks
late, Peas are perhaps half killed, that
is to say half the crop will be mads,
Potatoes that were not too far advanced
won't suffer, except for a weok's delay
gotting out of the ground again, here,
however small potatoes were already

your company be relied on to
uphola the Iaw ? A mob has posgession

LT E F K
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forming;. that lot is a total Joss—Sun.
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A SUMTER SENSATION.

JUDGE BENET ACCUSED OF GAMBLING
WITH CARDS

He Ind!'goantly Denlea the Charge from
the IBepob, wnd Says He Wan Orly Eu-
goging in a Seelel Game of Whist With
Friendn,

Week before last, the Sumter Free-
man, an Alllance paper that is very
much opposed to Gov., Tillman, re-

marked editorially that Judge Benet of
this cirewii, who was then holding
court 1n Sumter, was a prototype of
Judge Maickey. The Manning Times
did not like this, and said some pretty
sharp thiogs about the editor of the
T'reeman, whereupon the editor of the
said paper had the following tosay in
lust week's paper:

“*Since tho Manning Times undertakos to
report rumors about the favorable impres-
slon Judge Benet has made upon our people
here wo regard It as essential to truth and
toa future proper administration of jus.
tico thut we should publish the rumors of a
different charactor that are passing around
thick and fast, Wae hear that since Judge
Benet has been hers presiding in the day
time in our Courts he has been almost ev-
ery night playing enrds with persons known
as professionals,  Of course evory body has
heard that Judge Bonet before his etection
was a notorious gambler, but sineo his clec-
tion it was hoped he would try to mend his
ways a little, It i3 distressing to thinlkhe
has not done so. Woe know that the fore-
man of the grand jury has had his attention
called to this matter and wo hope it will be
well ventilated before we are through with
it, We want no gambling Judges.”

Upon seeing the above Judge 3enet
in open Court at Sumter last Wednes-
day morning made the [ollowing state-
ment:

1 wish the attention of the members
of the Bar and the juros present and
the jurors and oflicers of the Court con-
cerning a matter which has arisen
since the adjournment of Court yes-
terday. Itisa very painful matter,
which I cannot well pass over.

When I left the Court House yester-
day evening and got to my lodging 1
found.in my mail a newspaper, pub-
lished in this town, addressed to me and
marked in certain places, In that pap-
er 1 was openly charged with consort-
ing with professional gamblers of
Sumter and spending my mights card
playing and gambling.

The charge has been made agalust
me openly asa Judge, 1 have no means
of redress, except to answer it from
the bench as a Judge, The oflice I hold
deprives me of the ordinary personal
means of redress, and while it is true
that eflice puts in my hands power by
which such conduct migh- be justly
and severely punished, 1 will not uss

ing Ihvestigation, denied it from the
Bench,

I have no fear of investigation, if it
conducted in the white light of truth
aud honesty. Iaving said this 1
leave the matter in the hands
«f the good people of Sumter
who [ think will not allow one who is
comp rativelv a stranger to suffer from
a false charge made by one of their fel-
low townsmen. I leave your town and
county in a few days and when I do so
I shall feel confident that I leave my
character and reputation in good hands,

T'his is my last word on this matter.

Havlag Hard T moes.

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., March 28.—The
Southern I’acific oflicials here today re-
celved news of a startling nature from
the agent at Sierra Blanch where the
united industrial army, commandod by
General I'rye, i8 camped. This news
I8 to the effect that at least 400 of the
members of the army are ina starving
condition, and that they are so weak for
lack ot food that they are unable to
walk and some of them cannot even
stand up on their feet, having gone
without a bite of food for three days.
There is a large number of mere boys
In the army and these are the greatest
sufferers. There Is abisolutely nothing
but a desert of sand of .cacti for many
miles around Slerra DBlanch and the
army has no means of obtaining sup-
plies or food of any kind. Thefr suf-
fering is so intenss that open threats
were made by the men to-day that they
commence committiug depredations
upon the rallroad companies trains and
property if they were not hauled out of
the place within the nex: few hours.
These threats have caused great uneasi-
ness among the railroad oflicials and
negotiations were closed this evening
with the people of Ei Paso for the re-
moval of thearmy to San Antonioon a
special train, which will leave Slerra

lanch to-night. The raillroad company
is paid by the people of El Paso for
hauling themen to this city, A hun-
dred members of the army left Sierra
Blanch Iast night via the Texas and
Pacifle Railroad for St. Liouis via Tex-
arkana and the Iron Mountain,

There is still 600 mwen to come to San
Antonio. Gen Frye has again jolued
his army, arriving at Seirra Blanch last
night, He is doing his utmoast to prevet
the men from committing depredations
and will accompany them to Sin An-
tonio. The police authorities here state
that if the army comes here as paid pas-
sengers, they will have no authorlty to
corral the men and make them continue
their way West.

A dispateh whs recelved herae to-night
from Sierra 13lanch deseribing the con-
dition of the industrial army which
left that place to-mght at 9:30 o’clock
on a speclal train, provded by the peo-

ple of LIl ’aso, tor San Antonio.
dispatch states that when the army ar-
rived at Slerra Blanch, some of the men

this power 1n my own behalf.

1 do say as a true man the charge is
false, absolutely false, without even
the B;amblance of truth as a foundation
foi 1it.

Gentlemen, [ feel I ows this state-
ment to members of the Bar, of whose
profession I am an humble member, I
teel I owe it to the oflicers of the Court,
who have been so kind apd courteous
to myself. I oweit to the jurors who
are present and the grand jury who
are ahsent, especially in view of my
charge to the grand jury concerning
their duty as oflicers of the law.
know I ows 1t Lo the people, whose re-
presentatives elected me to the uilice I
now hold. Loweitto the good men
and women of Sumter, whose kind
lwspitn.llt.fl haveenjoyed. 1 owelt to
the oflice I now hold, however Inefi-
ciently. I oweit to myself and to those
who bear my name to say that the man
who wrote this charge wrote what was
utterly untrue, without excuse and
without foundation. I eannot compre-
hend what motive he had. I hardly
know themaun, I never cross his path,
I know no reason whatever for his at-
tack, Hamusthave been shamefuily
fmposed upon by his informant, or he
must have wilfully belfeved lies that
were told him. [ therefore feel that the
only way to meet the published accu-
sation isto do so thus promptly and
publiely.

I eannot go into the newspapers, I
will not, My handg are tied. Men of
proper gentiments comprehend what I
mean by that. Good men know I mean
by that, The best wayto moeet a false-
hood is to confront 1t with the truth.
And thisis the simple truth: that
during the three weeks I have been in
Sumter my goings ous and my com-
Ings 1in have been seen and Kknown
by all who cared to see and know.
Nothing I have gaid or done and no-
where I have gone would I seek to hide
from the most blameless man and the
purest woman, So [ar as that i1s con-
cerned my consclence is clear,

Wherever I ,enjoyed the hospitality
of friends I met good wen and good
women, and whilein their company 1
did not see anything that had the ap-
pearance of eyll or the suggestion of it,

What probablyia the only foundation
for the charge is thls—aithough it
geems pitiful that I have to make the
atatoments that follow matters purely
of private life, Om twojoceasions during
these thre o weeks, and ouly on two oes
caslons, I have geen or handled cards, I
played wnist in company with three
Gther men who are piayers tn the pra-
sence of ladies for one and a halt or
twe hourd at a time. Wae engaged in
& harmless and innocent game of whist
with no appearanca or suspicion of
money or gambling,

1L owae it Lo the gentlemen who played
with me, ns they are charged with be-
g professional gamblers, to say that
il they are gamblers the faet 18 a ro
velation to me, for T uever heard it of
them nor have I everseen them gam-
bling,

‘his is the only  foundation for the
charge that I navenightly been  gam-
bling and consorting with prolessional
gamblersy,

You will suffer me to gay that when
I assnmed the gown ol a Judge it was
with the honest endeavor and determin-
atlon to perform the duties of that of-
fice 8o as to- deserve the approval of
good men and ol my  own
consolence, and Ito siy the men
who elected ma 1o that oflice and to the
grand jary, if the man who made this
ohargs can prove the truth of what he
8uys I will take the robe of oflice off
my shoulders and leaye the Benen. as |

‘ouhgt to do.

But I have said enough, It ia very
t:wr:e Hml: when a faldehood atarts on its

¥ Lthe truth finds it very hard to over-
takeit. It may bo the newapaperaein
the SBtate may copy thig false nccusae

tion, 1¢ t.lmf do. 1 nope they will also
1

waere go faint from hunﬁar and exposure
that they dropped in their tracks and

This

THE FREEMAN REPLIES,

Why It Acoused Judge Benet of Gamb-
Iog At Snmter,

Our raaders will find In another col-
umn a matter of extreme Interest to
every good citizen, touching Judge
Benet’s conduct and reputation and
what he had to say, from the bench, in
referonce to the structures of the I'ree-
man. By reaaing carefully what we
sald, reprinted today, which drew forth
the Judge's romarks, it will clearly ap-
pear that things are taking the course
we were seeking to have them take, a
thorough ventilation—and of course
we are pleased to lind the lssue so
squarely met by the Judge. There was
really no other course left for him,
His remarks are as pointed in denial
and challenge to further investigation
ae we could wish, Wesent him, as 1s
our rule, a marked copy, because we de-
sired his special attentfon to this mat-
ter, which more concern3 him than any
one else. Hesaw we meant what we
#aid. The Manning Times appeared to
us to be trying to “boost” a judge of
its faction for purely factional advan-
tage, at a sacrilice of truth In regard
to his reputation in this town and ru-
mors concerning his conduct and we
believed, as we saild, “that it was es-
gential to truth and to a future proper
administration of justice” that we
ghould report the rumors we were
hearing of a very different character
from those reported by the Times. We
ask for a careful examination of what
weo sald, We do not charge that Judge
Benet actually gambled here, but we
say that we hear—that 18, it was com-
mon rumor—that he was playing cavds
almost every night with persons
known as professionals, that is reputed
to be professionals, and that it was
distressing to think that he had not, as
was hoped, mended his ways, since his
elevation to the bench, as before his
elevation everybody had heurd of him
as 4 notorious gambler, Now we sub-
mit that his previous reputation, cou-

woll. He HhO;lld not talk buncombe |AN ANIMATED GOLLOQU’Y,

from the bench:

Aspeople are naturally averse to al-
lowing their names for publization in
matters of the. above character the
editor of the I'reeman has made an
allidavit giving times, places and per-
sons specilleally stated, to enable Judge
Benet to get as far away as he may
wish into the investigation of the
chargos made by the I‘reeman, That
aflidavit Judge Benet can get by ask-
g for it. We have no means of mak-
ing people testity to unpleasant things.,
If he wishes the names of the persons
who furnish us tnis intormation he
can got them In the above manner.—
sSumlter I'reeman,

JACK FROST'S WORK.

The F'rult Crop in Geergin Has Been Nip-
prd In the Bua,

Arnanta, Mavch 27.—Iteports fram
every seclion of the state upon the ef-
fects of the,cold arelofa very discouraging
nalure,

The peach crop has been desiroyed In
many places, and, in the lower part of
the slule, melons and early vegetation
which were well up and on the way have
been completely deslroyed,

In tha northwestern parl of the stale,
the news comes of the almost total de-
struction of whent and onts., Colonel
Felix Corput, of I"loyd county, one of
the largest grape growers in the the south
reports his loss at $2 500.

WREUK IN TENNESSER,

Nasuvinne, March 27. —Last Satar-
day ni:ht’s killing frost has been fol.
lowed by a frecza, which has about des-
troyed all prospects for Iruit in this sec-
tion, All the early planted Irish pola-
toes and much carden truck bas  been
killed. The thermometor stood at 19
degrees above zero, aund it is expected Lo
drop to 15. This cold suap was colder
than it hae been this late in March in 23
years,

LOW DOWN AT NORVOLIK,

Nonrrorx, March 27, —=The thermom-
elor went down Lo 21 degrees in this

pled with his card-playing since Lis
arrival here, with persons reputed to
be men who play for money, wus
enough to cause remark and set ru-
mors flying thick and fast, to the great
hurt of the dignity and eficiency ol
the judlielal oflice and to a future prop-
er administration of the law, Waere
garded his election to the bench a pub-
lic calamity and had found, as we
thought, th«t even his card playing
habit was not to be abated for the sake
of judicial proprieties, As we have no

craonal feeling whatever against

udge Benet, (have no cause to have as
he has correctly stated), we suppose
that we are mado as glad by his point.-
ed denial of the correctness of the ru-
mors a8 any other good eitizen in the
State will be. All we deslre is a good
judge, a judyge not only of good char-

ware picked up and carried to camp b
their coinrades. A beef and 400 pounds
of tlour were at once purchased by the
citizens of Sierra Blanch, which made
one good meal. I'ne men wers so fam-
fshed that their stomachs would not
retsin the food. Yesterday morning,
another beef was slaughtered and the
men had another meal, General Frye
endeavored to get the men to lerve on
foot last evening, but his followers
could not walk, owing to the weak-
ness. ‘T'he dispateh further states that
the men are gentlemanly and that
there are ministers, la wyers, merchants
and mechanics among them,

Foroed to Reslgn,

WasHINGTON, Mach 28, --T'his official
announcement was made at the Treasury
thie afiernoon:

“*Mr, J. B. Brawley, Sixth auditor of
the Treasury Deopartment, today ten-
dered his resignation to the President,
to lake efl'ect upon the appointment and
quliication of hus successor, Mr, Braw
ley is a citizen of Meadvilie, Pa.. isa
lawyer by protession, and was appointed
auditor April 19, 1893, The position
pays $3,600 per antum, No action has
yel baen tnkem on his resignation, and
it i8 not known when 1t will be accepted,
This I8 the first prominent official ap-
pointed by the present administration
‘who has resigned. Ilis resignation is
understood to have been forced. Ior
some time past the relations ol lhe sixth
auditor and Secretary Carlisle have nol
been plensant, and six weoks ago, there
was quite a scene in Secretary Carlisle’s
room hetween the sixth auditor and the
Sacretary. Sscretary Carlisle has not
poen impressed with Mr. Brawley’s exe-
cutive capacity. The work ot the sixth
auditor’s oflice is far behind; methods
employed were not businese-like, and
Postmaster General Bussell, BSecretary
Carlisle and the President, six wseks
azo, came Lo the conclusion that a
chabge was necesaary in the oflice. My,
Brawley called at the Treasury Dopart-
ment yesterday and lermally tendersd
his resignation, The sixth auditor’s of-
fice audits all the accounats of the Postof-
lice Department, It is the largest audi-
tor's office in the Treasury, and is as
large as the entire Agricultural Depart-
ment,

A Very Btran ge Htory,

ConuMBsIA, 8. C, March 27.—A. re-
markable story comes from Monticello
8. 0. A fow nights ago Tom Suber one
of Capt, T, M. Liles’ tenants, ealled to
him and told him that his corn house
was open, IIearoused himaelf at once
forgetting that he was in his eighty-
secoud year, and feeble too, gathered
his gun and went to see what was the
matter. Ile found two negroes with
their sacks shucking and shelling corn,
He called for help and when Richard-
son, a white man hving near the yard
came, they tled the two thieves, intend-
Ing to keep them til morning. The
two thieves now began begging and
working on the sympathies of the old
captain to be released from the fettera
and declared that they would remain
there in charge of a trusty colored man,
All egreed to it finally and they took
the fetters off, When the eaptain weont
w0 his own home the negroes all lay
down,some on boedsteads and some on
beds on the floor, When all sgeemed to
Lo usleep, one of the thieves, Simon
Beauty, took his knife and cut the
throat of the o' her thiof, ([larvy Miles
cutting the wind pipe haif in two an
srvering some small arterles, and bare-
iy missing the jugular, The small
blood vessels discharged a large quan-
tity of blood. The wound and the logs
of blood makes his recovery very un-
certain,  The theif that did the bfomiy
deed made good his egcape Lo parts not

statethat I ave thus openly, und court-

known,

acter previous to his election, nut of
good conduct after his election and we
must say that Judge DBenet’s eager,
earnest and emphatic denial of his
gambling, or association with gamolers
since lhis stay here, fsa help to good
morals among our people, becauss it
shows that he thinks gamblers are peo-
pleto shun, when one has been electad
te office of honor, dignlty ana trust
and that he has made up his mind to
repudiate such associates in the future,
We want all our young men to mark
this! The judge Is ashamed to asso-
clate with gamblers. We know that
all the good people will rejoice at this
information and it is to bs heped that
the judge will be so out of the way of
playing for money and of playing with
thope who play for money that when
he is retired from the bench, he will
never resort tosuch eyil ways again
and companions of such malodorous
character that they are unlit for a we!l-
behaved judge to associate with, Then,
too, it 18 a great gain for Sumter to
have the testimony of a judge from the
bench that the persons he has been
playing cards with are not gamblers—
that is they do not play cards for mon-
ey—as has been generally suppesed by
our people.

As to whether there was a “semblance
of truth asa foundation” for the arti-
cle in the Freeman on Tuesday wo will
say that the foréeman of the grand jury
stated to the editor of this paper these
rumors had come to him, The report-
er of the ¥Freeman, Mr. Peebles, the
latter part of the first week of court
said that he had heard of 1t as n com-
mon rumor around town that Judge
Benet was gambling at night,

The same genernl rumor was algo
spoken of to the editor of the Freeman
(names given on demand), and the {act
that the fellows around town were guy-
ing “Rosy” about playing so much
with the Judge. It was also stated to
the reporter of the I'reeman by & good
citisen whose name we are requested
to withhold, but it will be given it de-
manded, that Judge Benet was seen
fluying cards at the residence ol Mr,

). Rlosendorf, several nighta to a lato
{llcnu'l during the first week of court
ere

Mr. I"eebles, the reporter of the I'ree-
man, in pessing Mr, Rosendorf’s regsl-
dence last Monday night about 1030
o’clock, saw In the open parlor Judge
Benet, Mr, IT, C. Moses, Judge S, W.
Melton and Mr. D). Rosendorf, seated
at a4 table engaged In u gama of cardy,
The matter being talked of around
town adg the reporter well knew, thig
circumstance was mentioned by the
reporter to the editor for his intorma-
tion in the matter,

Mr. S, A, Nettles told the reporter of
the I'reeman, Mr. P’eobles, in defenss
of Judge Benet, that the Judge had
told him that he had been trylng to
avold Mr. Idogendorf ag much ag possl-
ble. The Judge secmed to know that
the companionshlp of Mr. Itosendor!
would furnish the “gemblance of the
foundation” that he was gambling,
and go did we, und hence wo demanded
a further investigation and are exceed
Ingly happy to have the Judge's word
under most gsolemn oblhigations that
Mr. Rosendorf {8 not a gambler and
in future he need not avoid him on
this account, nor need others suspeet,
him because of such association, In-
deed it is evident now that Sumter hag
no gamblers. Judge Benet's testimony
from the bench aweops the town clean
of the suapicion that wo have. Those
who once played for money do 8o no
more—they now leave out the salt that

gave tho savor nod take it free of
stimulants., Let us all rejoico at the
discovery.

‘Lhe Judge intimates that ho could
punish the editor of the ¥reeman, but
generously stays hie hand, We ask no
conslderation at his hunds, We have
violated no law and he knows it full

BETWEEN CONGRESSMAN MCLAURIN
AND EDITOR GANTT.

The Covgressman Uses Some Yery Flain
Langusge to the Kditor—An Unseemly
AMalr—Our FPublle Men Bhould Hold
Thelr Tempers,

SFARTANRBURG, S, C., March 25,—A
big mans meating was held here to-day.
After speeches by several candidates for
Governor and Congress,’ Congressman
MecLaurin was called upon for a spsech.
Ho said he appreciated the spirit of the
courlesy and fair play that induced the
crowd to give him such a warm Invita
tion to speak; that Mr, Wilson had
talkad in o very glib way about the birth
of the Relorm Movemeut In Spartan-
burg County, but he (McLaurin) saw
the baby born and was the midwife at
1885 —berdded the mamny and tather of
it, for Tillman was both, His whole
»ast had been devoted to the cause of
Reform and his future and the tuture of
his ¢hildron depended upon whether thias
movement shall be made a great, glorl-
ous and grand success, or whether it
shall be prostlituted and made a disgrace
and arveproach to every man who has
ever had anything to do with It, by mis-
erable, selfish, scheming politicans who
have no terest in it save the dollars
and zents that they can make out of it.
The only place where he had heard of
any complaint in regard to his course as
a Reformer has been from a certaln lit-
tle organ in your city,

T. L. Gentt interposed and said: *‘I
supnose you are referring to me,”’

McLaurin: *If the cap lita you wear

it, sir.”?

Gan'l: *“*The cap {its me and il*s
biz organ,”

McLaurin: **Yee, Gantt, about the

section during the nlght, causmg ico to
lorm  hall an  inch thick., The hieh
winds prevenfed o heavy fr s, bul Lhe
¢o'd has injured the strawberry and pea
crop:; but to what extent cannot be as-
certmined,  The principal loss will be to
thosa Lwo crous.
IN NCRTH CAROLINA,
(G wEENspory, Mareh

bles. 1t iy fenred also that the
badly damaged,
WIHEAT IN TILE WEST,
Cintcadgo, March 27

gion  wesl and  northwesl justify
statement thutl winter wheat is serious-
ly damnged by Lhe recent cold suap.
NEW YORIL GQRAPE CROI,

Burrano, March 27 —Reports from
Chauwogua county stato that the cold
snap has worked terrible havee to the
grane  crop.  Thousands of acres of
viveynrds are totally wipsd oul,

NIPPED TH VIRGINTA FRUI'T,

Lyvnenpsura. Muceh 27 —7Toe ther-
mometer went down Lo 18 during the
nizht, Al early fruit is killed, Rs-
ports trom southweslt Virginia say the
thermomeler went Lo 13,

Untimited Stver Colnage.

WasiiNaroNn, March 28,—-Senalor
Stewnrt ol Novada this morning took
the preliminary steps in the light to
the free and uulimited coinage of silver
that is to be inaugurated, according to
common  gossin, as soon  as the ’resl-
dent sends 1w his velo of the Bland
seigniorage blll, Mr. Slewarl had his
bill lmid upon the table instead of per-
‘witting 1l to ro Lo the commilles on fin-
ance, ns it would in the ordinary course
of business, “I do nol propvse that
this bill shall be put Lo slesp, as have all
that have preceded 1t ol the same charac:
ter,” sawd Mr. Stewart, *'IL has gone
to the table, where it can bo called up
al any time [Dr romarks, and some re-
mavks will be very hkely made by my-
sell nnd other silver men on this sub-
jeclt.”  Mr. Stewart will not have to do-
pend upon Republicans for hia support
in this malter. The proposition Lo in-
troduce and  push Lo a linal passage a
free comnre hill, absolute inits provi-
sions, has hren brewing {or some davs,
and o leading membor of the lloance
commitiee, who belongs on the Demo-
ceratic side, said this morning that he
believed such a bill would pass the San-
ale by afuiv majority and that, too,
withoul extended debate, if' the Presi-
dent vetoed the Blaud bill., e was
positive such a measure would pags the
Iouse, and was equally certain that an-
other veto would be interposed, Thls
Senalor, however, look the ground that
the subicel ol free colnage would not be
permitted to stand in the way of Lhe
speedy consideration of tha tariff bill,
The silver men who had fouzht all the
time for the [ree coinare of that metal,
and protested againgt what they please
Lo term as makeshilts and compromises,
are willine to believe in the veto, tor
the renson that from that point of view
it only adds to the Laetion 1 other cir-
clog nud muke the passage of a fres coin-
aze bill pusier,

Pardonad,
Cornusmsra, 8. C., Mavch 214, —(lover-
nor Pillmun granted a pardon today to
Joteph W, Jamew who wan convicted of
haviog eowsed the murdor of  his lather,
Tho  muder occurred in Darlington
county lour or live yoars euo and cre-
nted mueh talk at the time, O'd man
James was woulthy aad it was thouszht
that he was mucdered tor his money,
ITa son cilered o veward of 41,000 for
the detection and convietion of the mue-
dever.  Suspicion tioally pointed to the
son, o was ¢onvicted alter three trinls
oud rent, 1 ihe penitentiney whero he
hag been Lwo yeara,  ITa la ubout, thirty-
live or [irty years oll, Siyee his convic-
ton Lhere has been n reviusion of senti-
ment and the people do not. beliave that
James is guilty.  Ile was couvieted on
the testimony  prineipally of @ negro
nawmed Bili Seott, o notorious scoundrel
and thief, A monster potition was Hol-
Len upin James’ behalf which waa signed
by Sulicivor Johnson,  Judgo Watlls in-
vaestigated the matter and he also recome
mended the pardim, A committes from
D olinglon consisi:ay of Massrs, W, T,
Early, B, A, Ewly, Rev. J. 8. DuBose,
called on the Governor tiday and ureed
the pardon, James s worth $25,000,

N s

27.—This sce-
Ltion aus visited by n sevore freeze that
hns ruined the [uit and early veweln-
wheul
crop, which is remuarkably advanced, 1s

y 27.—Reports from
mutly points in the whent growing re-
the

8z3 of your mouth, and that is a hig
one. DBut I've gol something more im-
portant Lo talk about than Gantt.”’

Tho crowd seemed somewhat aaston-
ished at anybody having the temerity to
avtnck Editor Gantt and was very much
clined Lo take Gantt’s part, but Mce
Laurin’s bold maunly oratory told upon
them and in a Jtttle while Gantt was left
with bul a half dozen haslsrs around/bim
—Lhose with whose aid he had been try-
ing Lo interfere with those speakers
whom he did not like,

Gantt imterrupled McILaurin to ask if
it was true that he had ridden to the
Stale line upon arailroad pass.

McLaurin: **No, Aund the man who
says Ldid is an infernal liar.”

Grantt admitted that he had asked the
question on the strength of a telegram
lrom Washington saying that he had
done it,

T'he crowd supposed the telegram was
frm  Senator Irby and was curious to
hear McLaurin’s reply to this informa-
tion, It came quick and strong as tol-
lows, “*The man who sent the telegram,
“ad the nrn who insinuates that I did

McLaurin showed no anger though he
hil 8o hard, He quitely drew his ticket
out of his pocket and handed it to the
chairman of the meeting to relute the
slander,

Gantt then undertook to ask auother
question, but McLaurin said: **No, sir,
You have put yourself in the dict and
mire where you are bensath the notice
of a gentleman and I’ll not answer an-
other question, and I went you to under-
stand that I am not in the Reform move-
ment to save n few paltry dollurs by
riding on frec passes. You are in the
Itsform movement for base and sordid
purposes, to wring the dollars out of
those people by deceiving and deluding
them,”?

McLaurin continuing, said: *‘It was
the bravery and chivalry of the llberty-
loving cilizens of this beautiful Pledmont
Belt that duriug the trying days of re-
construction rolled back the black tide of
negro domination and rescued this Siate
from carpet-bagism, and the rule of jthe
alien. Ia that chivalay dead? Has the
spinit  of far play departed from your
breast that you allow a political hench~
man and an imported Georgia hireling
to insull your guest and one ef the rep-
reeentatlives of South Caroline in Cone
arosep?’

The indignation of the crowd against
(itantl’s course showed itself by the
loud and long continued applause of thess
words,

While the exciloment was at ite higha
est, Genernl Farley said in o cold, metal-
lle voice: **Yes, and its not tho fleat
lle he (Fanit) has insinuated.””

When the crowd had finished yelling
the aprroval of McLaurin’s sentiment
one \-’(’)}t‘.e shouted “*Hurrah for the Head
light, .

McLaurin called attenlion to the fack
that only one man had yelled for the
Headlixht, but the shouter could gel no
reinforcements, McLaurin told Lhim he
wns oue poor, pititul little headlight by
himself, which drew down on the shou-
tor the 1nughter of the crowd.

Prior to these exciting episodes Me-
Lowwein had another spat with Gantt,
who wanted to kaow whether McLaurln
would suport Thllmen or Butier and said
some one had telegraphed him from
Washington to ask that aquestion,

McLaurin replied: . “*Neither you nor

yeur boss in Washington can bulidoze
me, I will support the man who stands
flatfooted for our demands,??
Gantt tried to claim that this was not
o direct nuswer, but the crowd evidently
coucurrred in the opinion that MeLauvin
wus right in saying that Tillman ought
only bs supported just so long as he
stuck to the principles of the farmers’
movement and no longer, and commend-
ed his position of refusal to say he would
blindly support Tillman without any ro.
firence to his principles,—Rayister,

Tho War 1a @verx,

Avausra, GA. March 24.—Col, D.
B, Dyer, who was elected colonel of
the Gth Georgia regiment, was called on
tonight by a committee from difforernt
companies and oflicially noiified of his
alection,
count of business to refuse the office
andjanother man will have to be baleutod
Col, Dyer’a; election as colonel of the

i ofllcer in the Ucion army,

tuis upon a free pass is an infernal liar,””

Col. Dyer was foread on ac. -

Georgia relment was significant from the
fact that he in & Republican, and was an




