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THE STATUS OF THE STATE,

Extraordinary Proclamation from Gov-
erncr Chamberlain,

———

‘Mdﬁrek f the People of “the' United
9 States By the State Ewecutive Com~
mitttee of the Democratic Party—
“Geheral Hampton's Letter to the Chief
Justice of the State— His reply—As-
sociate Justice Willard and Circuit
Judye Mackey’s Opinions on the Sit-
uation.
Proclamation,
« 4 18pATE (F Bout CAROLINA,

Exgcurive Cuamper.

Whereas it has been made known
to me, by written and sworn evi-
dence, that there exists such nnlaw-
ful> obstructions, combinations and
sssomwblages of persons in the coun-
tieg of Aiken and Barnwell, that 1
has become impracticable, i my
judgment, as Governor of the State,
1o enforce by the ordinary course of
judicial proceedings the laws of the
State within said counties; by reason
whereof, it has become necessary, in
mj"jndgmel;t, as Governor, to eall
torth and employ the military force
of the State to enforce the ifaiihful
execution of the laws;

_And whereas it has been made
known to me as Governor that certain
viganizations and  combivations  of
nen exists in all the contics of the
State, ¢ mmonly kncwn as “Rifle
Clubs;"

"And wheress such organizations
and combinations of men are iilegal
and strietly forbidden by the laws of
tiis State;

And whereas such organizitions
and combinations of men are engug-
el in promoting illegal  objecis and
in committing open acts of
ness arld violened

N w, therefore, I, Daniei [l.
Chamberlain, Governor of said State,
do issue this, wmy proclanation, as
1equited boothe 18 h gection of clinpe
ter 132 of the Generul Statutes ot the
Stiate, (;yrjlﬂnding Lthe said unlawtul
combinations  and  assemblages ol
poreons in the connties of Aiken and
Barnwell - to didperse  and  retire
peacenbly to their  homes withm
Hiwe duys trom the date of this pro-
clatmm«m aud hengetorth to abstain
from all unlawfull interference  with
the rights of citizenta and  from all
violations of the public peace.
 And I do turther, by this procla-
mation, ftorbid the existence of all
snid organizations or gombinations ol
wen commonly known as “Rifle
Oiobag and all other organizations
or Quul:b'nauuns of men or furmations,
uot forming a part of the organize:
wiitin of the State, which are armed
with firearms or other weapois oi
war, or which engage or are formed
for'the purpose of engaging in dril’
lmg, exerciging the manual of arms
ol m;luan_y ulanceuvrea, or which ap
pear or aré formed for the purposc
of appearing under arms or under
thecommund of officers bearing the
(itlgs or assnming the funciions of
otdinary military officers, or in any
other mavner acting or proposing te.
act' Ad organized and armed bodies ol
men; and I do command all such or—
g,anuml uma, Gom bumtmun, formations
or vodies of men forth &itll to disband
and couse {0 oxist in any place or
under any eircumstunces in  this
Sta'e.

Aund Ido forther declare and inake
know by this proclamation, to all thé
people of this State, that in cass this
proclamation shall be disregarded for
the.epace of three days from the Jate
thigréof, I shall procepd to put into
active vee all the powers with whicn
#s Governor T am ilivested by the
con 'lmy—ﬁon and laws of the State for
the'ghtorcement of the laws and the
protection of the rights of the citi-
zens, rar&Qularly the: poéwors
ccnferred on me 'by Chapter CXXX
]‘fmif tfm ‘Gengral ' Statutes of the

taté; du well: by the Constitation of
the Uyited States.

In®witness whercof I have hereunto

Law less-

set my hand and oaueed the
[r. 8] grent seal of the Stute to. he
affixed, arQolambin, this Tth
day of October, A. D. 1876,
and in the 10lst year of
American Independence.
By the Governor,

D II. CuaMprRLAYN,
I1. E. Hayne, Secrotary of State,

ADDREKSS TO THE PE PLE OF THE UNITED

l BTALT KRS,

Oorumsra, 8. C., Oct. 7. 1876,
Zo the People of the United States:

In a period of protound peace,
with the laws unresi-ted and the
process of the courts un pposed, the
Governor of South Carolina has by
proclamation deelared that in the
counties ot Aiken and Barnwell, it
has become fmpracticable to entorec
by ordinary ¢ mrse of judicial pros
ceedings, the laws ot the Scate, and it
has become mneceseary for hLim as
Governor, to call torth and employ
the mlitary force of the State to eun-
L ree the faithful exceution of the
law.

ile has also  alleged that certain
organizdions and  combinations ex—
st eontray to law in all the counties
of the 8 ate, whien are engaged in
prowoting illegsl objects and in com
mitting open ac's ot *lawlessness, and
he has threatened to declare wmartial
law aud suspeud the writ of habeas
corpus.

Tue charges perforred by G ivern
or Chamberlain aga‘nst the citizons
ol the State is as talee and libelious us
nis threa'ened usurpation  of puwul
is tvranical anwarranted, and
his extraordinary |-rncluu1.uiun can
ve explaimed only upon the assuma.
ton that Gov, Chamwberlain with a
sincilar disregacd of law and o faet,
i3 determined 1o resort to m st ex-
treme mea ures to prevent the other-
wise certain detent of binmeclf and
his corrupt party.

There have been distnrbances in
Aiken County, non political in their

and

character, trey have long since censs
ed, all the partios for whom warrants
were issned promptly  surrendercd
the®sclves the law,
peace and the profoundest quiet pre
vail. No armed combinations hinder
the process £ the courts, and the
Republiean Coanty Convention, jast
week, beld & contineous suession of
twenty days without molestation,

The disturbances in Barnw 1l were
Republican in their origion, beygin-
ning in the retistance ot an armed
band ol negroes of the arrest of a

bber, for whom a warrant had been
duly issusd. Th's band tore up =
railroad, v recked a tiaiu, fired upon
and w.unded the Sheritf of the Coun
ty, and were dispersed by a so~culled
armed band of whites, who had been
duly uu:nmun,g by the Sherift ug a
posse, with the sanction of the Judge
ot the Courr, then inscesion

The josse, aftir purforming their
duties  gnietly disjersed, 8o far
lrom opposing the law, the whole
people desive the prompt dispaten
I busivess in the courts and the en—
torcement of the law by the eivii
arm. - The white people throughoul
the S ate have volunteeced their sor~
vices to the Governor to maintan the
luw and he has retused thewm in hbel-
ous communication, intended solely to
turvish & pretext to force the intro-
duction ol Foderal trovps to be placed
nnder the cumml ot irresponsible and
unserupulons offivials te overa ve the
people and control the election.

The Dumoceratic nominees in sev-
enteen of the thirty=two counties in
the State have held meetings attend
ed by thousands of citizens of bath
races and parties. The Republica s
bave held me mg& whenmnd where
they pleased, at\mﬂ wot A gingle act ot
violence has yet ocenrred. On the
18th ult. the Democratic Execative
Committee invired the Republican
canvassers to a juint disenssion at
their meetings,

This invitation was ronowed on the

to

Peorfeet |

28th ult,, and accepred by the R
publican Executive, Committee on
the 5l inst,, upon the .usual. terms.
The proclamatiowr ot the Governor is
atterly at variance with the action of
the Executive Committee of his own
party. The latter acquiosees in free
discugaion; the former, in effuct, snp
presses dobate, and substitu(es arni-
ed force for trea speech. We aseert
earnesily, with a full eense of our
responsibility, that no condition of
things in the Stute which justifies so
extraordinary a proceeding on the
part of Governor Chamberlain.

Ite 8 Jle ohject is to irrirate and to
provoke collisions, which wmay be the
excuso for an appeal to the adminis—
tration of the Uniteds States 10 garvi~
son the Stater We shall counsel our
people tu preserve the peace, obey
the laws and caliny await the day of
theiv deliverence from this  wantou
despotisin,

To the people of the United States
we submit onr wrongs, confidently
relying on their wisdom and  justice
‘o rebuke thia daring attempt to re~
gulate the ballot by the bayonet, and
crush the liberties of a people.

(Signed)

A. O. [lasgrLy,

T. B. Fraser |J. A. Hoyr.
Jonn Brarron, | R. O'Nkarns,

S:ate Demoeratic Ex. Com -ittee.

HAMPTON TO THE SUPREME O/URT
JUDGES,

Svmrkr, October 7.—Deur S r: In
view ol the grave charges made by
Gov. Chamberlain against the Do-
moeratic party and their mode of
conducting the present eanvass in his
letter to Colonel Haskell, declarivg
that the State is an armed camp
and that oor meetings are atte:nded
by organized armed bodies, may I
usk you as a Republiean and as the
Chicf Justice of ithe Stare, to say it
in - your observation these charges
are borne out by facts of the case.—
You taw to day one of the largest
meeiings we have held, and you can,
theretore speak tront experience and
personal observation. I have been
through seventeen of the cvunties ol
the State, and have addressed, I am
sure, at least one bundred thousand
people, and I can say with pertect
(ruthy that 1 have not seen one sin-
gle armed bouuy ot men, nor has any
disturbance ocearred at any of these
vast meetings, _

My solicitude for the good name
ot o State willy 1 trust, be a suffi-
cient excuse for my culling your at-
teution to this matter. Requesting
an early answer, I ain, very respect-
fully, your vbedient servant,

Wapr [lampron.

To His Hon. F. J Moses,
Chict Justice,

J. D. Kennkoy.

GEN.

REPLY OF CHIEK JUSTIOE M BES.

Sumrer, Ocr. 7, 1876.— My Doar
Sir: I am just in receipt of your note
and at vnce reply to the same.  For
the iast three or four months I bhave
not been in any of the counties but
those of Sumter and Richland within
that period. I have been present a
only two political meetings—one held
by the Republican party and the
other to day at this place by ihe
Democrata.

Although I was at the latter place
bnt a short time, I was for the greats
er part of the day in the streets with
cvery opportunity of observing the
behavior and demefinor of the large
concourse, which the oeccasion had
brought togerher.  The collection
consisted of citizens on  toot and
horscback. I saw in no instnnce any
exhibitivn of arms, or auly behavior
inconsistent with !’w strictest pro-
pnaty.

At the Republican meeting to
which I have abovd referred, there
wae no attempt at interraption. I
shall require vary strong evidence to
satiefy wie that Bouth Carolina is an
srmed camp. I know of wnothing
which would lead me 80 to eonclude,

For myself 1 do not know cf any-
thing which would make me doubt-
ful in any part of the State, of enjoy-
ing the same security which I feel
aitachos to rae under my own roof
I trust the day is far distant when
violations of the peaace in our own
borders will require the interterence
of any arm more potent than that of
the law. Very réspectfelly, yqurs,

. J. Mosgs.
To General Wade Hampton.

REPLY OF ABSOCIATE JUSTIOE WILLAED,
In reply to letters from A. C. Has~
kell, Courrman of the Democratic
Executive Committee, Associate Jus-
tice Willard, Republican, ot the Su-
preme Court, writes; _
CorLumsia, 8. C., Oct, 7, 1876.

To Col. A. C. Haskell: Dear Sir—
Your note ot this date is before me,
asking an expression of my views us
to the existence of rancor and mani-
festations of violence in the character
of the Democratic canvass of this
State. 1 am wnable to throw much
light on this subject, for two reasons.
In the flrst place, I have been absent
from the Siate for the last ilirce
menths, and only a week has passed
since my return to this city.

In the second place, my ideus of the
character and responsibilities of the
judicial office,have led me at all times,
times, to abstain from participating in
political action, and accordingly 1
have little information, except that
derived trom public rawmor and tue
newspapers, of what bhas trasspired
at political gatherings, I ean only say
t at I have witvesszed nothing leyoud
the circumstances generally charac-

violence. Un the
contrary, as far as [ have had in-
terconrse with gentlemen of your
party, I have observed less disposi-
tion to exci ed statement and personal
bitterness, than during any of the
previous political campaigns ot this
State I siucerely hope that the fears
of many, that the lawless portion of
the conmmmunity will be permitted o
disiurh the peace and injure the good
name of the Siate, are groundless,

I am satisfied that it is the inten—
tion of the leading men of your party
to prevent such a state of things, and
I belicve they have tae ability to do
so. Yery respectfully, voar ob’t sv'r,
A.J WiLLagp.

REPLY CF CIRCUIT JUDGE T. J.

Cirenit Judge I'. J Muackey (Rep.)
telegraphs as tollows:

Cursteg, Oct. 7.—To A. C. Has-
kell, Chairman Siate Democratic
Commiitee, Columbia, 8 C.: In re-
ply 1o y-mr inguiry of this date, I
would state that peace and order
prevail throughout the limis of the
Sixth Judicial Circnit, embracing the
four counties ot York, Chester, Far
ficld and Lanca t r.

In this Circuit no armed organizas
tions obstinet judicial procecdings,
«nl no resistance has been offered
to the due exceution of legal pro-
CeBaCH.

I have seen no

it any citizen, whatever might be his
ruge, colory or party, had been threat
ened with lo<s ot employn ent, or .t
in terror, because of his  polivieal
opinions, he -hould make complaint
betorethe Grand Jury, or in open
Court, avd the law should be pat in
motion tosustain him in the free and
untraminelled exercise of all
richie of citizenship,

The graund jury, consisting of nine
white and six colored citizens, re—
ported unanintously on last Wednos—
day night that no organizatiors, eith.
er armed or otharwise, having for
their object the exhibition of force
‘o control 1the free exercise of
the el etive franchise, cxisted in that
county, and no complaint charging
the existence of euch organizations
bhad been made to them.

Liis

Tbe same is true of eac! and evory

teristic ot an excited poliviesl canvass, |

MACKLY. |

In charging the Grand Jury of
Yok on last Monday, I stated that

county in this cirenit. The only cuse
of political intimidation that has
transpired in this circuit was tried at
York on last Thursday, the defendant
being one Kdward McDonald, charg-

ed with threatening the life of one
enry Lowery, also colored, because
he lad joined a Democratic club,
and had declared his purpose to vote
the Democratie ticket.

The jury consisted of six Repub-
lican, colored citizens, and gix white
wen, one of whom isan avowed Re-
publican. The prisoner was ably de
by W. B. Williams, Esq.,
himself a candidate on the Demo-
cratic ticket., The jory.were charged
by me, that they were the soul judg:
v8 of the evidence, and that the guilt
of the prisoner must be establisled
beyond a reasonable doubt, to wai-
rant a conviction. They rendered a
verdict of guilty, and I sentenecd the
prisorer to three monthg in jail, the
lowest penalty preseribed by law for
tho offence. 1 have traversed many
countie< in the 'State canvassing fo
Ha es and Wheeler, and in favor of
Chamberlain for Governor, during
the past sixty days, and I have ne-
where geen an attempt ou the pat
«t any portion of the popnlation
suppress the right of free speech by
armed violence.  Ifsulemnly protest
against the proclamation of Governor
Chamberlain as absolutely falze, i
g0 fur as it imputes to the inhabitans
within the limits ol this cirenit any
prirpose to  ohstruet the ordinary
course of judicinl proceedings, or to
resist in any manner the due excen-
tion of the Luws for the protection of
life, property, the 1ights of citi-
zenship. 1 have good and suflicent
aad do Dbelieve,
that the eaid proclamation is oqually
false inimputing such tnsuriectionary
purpuse to the white popualation in
the viher cirenits of this State,

I regerd the jroelamation ag svm-—
bolizivg fitly, a formidablo  conspi-
racy, against the rights ot the people,
and having for its object the carry-
ing of this Srate by D. I[1. Chamber-
lain and bis candidates, which con
spiracy is further tynified by a board
of State Convassers, or

ft‘ndei'}

or

reasons to bulieve,

election re—
tarning board, the majority of whoge
members are eandidates on Cham—
berlain’s ticket, and by ninmy gix
commissioners of election in the se-
veral eounties, seventy of whom are
Chamberlain’s declared partisans ind
of which last nnmber, some thirty are
connty treasure s, and auditors, or
trial justices, holding luerativs oflicos
by his appointment, and removable
from (flice at Lis pleasure; or are
knowr to him as deeluved candidates
tor oflice, indorsing his ticket; who
unseat themselves it they make a de-
claration of the election, which seats
the candidates opposed to Chumber-
lam and his ticket,

The riflle clubs that be has ordered
to be disbanded are, in the main, ore
ganizations ehaitered
of the R :publican
InT45 and all o1 them are acting but
in the assertion of the richts of the
pevple, to keep and bear arms, guar-
antecd agminst infringement in the
second ariicle of the amendments to
the Constitution of the United States;
and all assert their loyalty to the
Union and obedience to its laws, aud
respect and aphold is ﬂag,

T. J. Mackky, Judge,

nmder the act
Lﬂﬂ'iﬂ nture, in

REPLY «F CIRCUIT JUDGE COOKE,

Judge T, H. Cooke, I;epubllbdn
writes as follows:

Corumary, Oct, 7.—To Cul. A, C.
Haskel —Doar Sir: I have just read
the proelamation of Gov. OQhambe -
loin as to a reign of terror in this
State und his inability 10 enforce the
law through the ordinary channel
and [ must say that the causes al~|
Iurlged for issuing the same do not
apply to the Sth Cicenit, over which
L preside; nor do 1 helieve they have

5
¥

U B S

of the Slntc; 1 s
Tuomes n . Cooge,
Judge of the 8h leglt.

———

Summ, {Oct. 9.~To Col.’ A%O
Haekell: I kiow of no hwfeumﬂr

vik bl Yy

violenceswiiieh the law ca'mot res
m -y, o this eircuit tha‘Taw is
maintained mld adtulul&te!ed Wltlla-
out difficulty,

A. J. cuaw, Jndge 3.1 Cireunit.

————— @

Nwwsunry, Qe 9—=Tu Col. A, €.
laskell: In reply to your inguiry, I
have to say that Fam in nowise pre=
pared to express any just opinion
apon the peace of the State, except
so far as concerns the ecireuit over
which 1 have the honor to preside.—
Since my appointment to the beneh
[ bave been engrossed by my official
duties, which bhave been and are on-
erous. They bave left mwe neither
time nor inclination to become ads
vised of partienlar matters ontside of
the circenit.  In the Seventh_ Cireunit
[ am not aware of any resistance to
the process of the court. In the
county whiere I have been holding
court for a week an unusual quict
prevails.  There seems to be a pub-
lic apprehension that the times are
out of juint and; a general anxicty
that public order shall be preserved,
Speaking for this cirenit, I can only
say that while the public mind is of
course inflamed by the ardor of the
campuign, 1 have nt yet been con-—-
fronied by any organized or individ—
ual resistanee to the anthority of the
conrts.  The good sense of ] the | eo—
ple. hope, will continue to preserve
the public peace,

1. C. NorTaror,
Judge Seventh Cirenit,

- Beauroxr, Qec. 9.—To Col. A. (.
Haskell, Chwicman  Democratic Stato
Executive Committees Qflicors ate
tempting to executo warrants dualy
issued have been resisted in this aCils
cuit. P. L. Wicarxs.

Corump:a, October 9.—Judge P, 1.,
Wiggins: Please name tho cases, and
ith color and party of the persons re—
sisting tho warrants, and thoe offense.

A. C. I1askEers,

A. C. Haskell: Judge Wiggin re<
fuscs to answer to mght, but says Lo
haa no oflicinl information of resist-
anco in this cirenit, oxcept in the
cases of the Cowmbaheo riot in Beau-
tort and Colleton, all colored; and has
a rumor of resistunce to arrest by
colored men in Aiken as tho cause of
the Ellenton riots,

Wa. Ernvrorr.

In response to a telegram of Judgo
Reed, the Charleston operator scnds
tho lulluwmg

A. C. ITuskell: Your mesrage left
at hotel; not in town; expected bacl
tu morrow morning,

OPrBRATOR.
Ex-Governor R. K. Scott, Ropublt-—-
writos as follows:

Corumsia, 8. C, Oct. 9,

Colonel A, C. Haskell, Chairmun
Democratic Executive Committeo of
South Carolina—Sir—I have the hon-
or to acknowledge the receipt of your
letter of tho Oth instant, making in-
quirics as to my knowledge of lawless-
ness and violencoe existing in this
State,and I have to say in reply that
[ havo been absent from homo for
more than three months, and could
only form au opinion ns to the condi-
tion of politieal nffaivs by the reports
in newspapers, which led mo to be-
lisve thau the State was not. quiet,——
Ten days ago, I arrived at home and
found Columbia as quiet as any part
of tho States I have been in while
North, In this city there is certainly
no violenece, or lawlossnoss, nor are
the courts in any way intorforred
with in the dischargo of their func-
tions, I have mo knowledge of what
har ocenrrtod in the counties reforréd
to by the Governor, viz: BarnweH and
Aiken. I have the honor to be, veéry

can,

any existence as to any other portion |

respeotfully, your ob’t serv’t, B
R. K. Beotr!




