a

”

-~

L |

n

»

DEVOTED TO POLIT

VOL. V.

ICS, MORALITY, EDUCATION AND IO TIHE GENE

RAL INTEREST OF THE COUNTRY.

PICKENS, 8. 0, THURSD

AY, J

UNE 29, 1876.

Railroad Disaster.
W ALL  ON BOARD PERISH.
- gn.i‘riday last, Goorgo W. Williams
and family, of Charleston, were on
their way in a'chartered car to Nas

«sooche Valloy,in Georgia, this sido of
'Griffin, via Anderson, and when at

7 that town ho loarned that thore was a

break in tho rond noar Pondleton, and
that it was uscless for the party to
procoed farther. Aftor stopping at
Anderson o tolegram was dispatched
to Col. Dodamoead by Mr. Williams,
asking if ho would not that evening
havo his car dispatchod to Greenville,
An affirmalivo answer was given and
the conductor and engineer with the
train hands, went to Bolton. After
uncoupling Mr, Williams’ ear {rom the
train at Bolton it was tajon to Groeens
ville by anothor engine,
TIE FATATL TELEGRAM.

It is said that tho Snperintondent
of the road telegraphod to the con-
ductor of the Anderson train to remain
ovor all night at Belton, which would
have deforred tho catastropho until

"next morning, but tho conductor asks
od to bo allowed to mako tho trip thag
night. Tho Superintendent consented,
and' the Anderson train ‘started back
between cight and nine o’clock. Whon
it arrived at' Broadaway trestle the
gonduotar stopped his train and walk-
od across tho bridge with his lantern
and examined the trestle ns well ns
he could, and then concluded to risk
his train. Getling aboard, the train

+ atton o'clock in the night, when a

L

heavy rain was falling, moved on the
trestlo which gave way and the en-

. ine, tender and mail ear were preci-

pitatod to tho distunce of seventy five
feet tathoe water below, and all on
bourd wont down to death. Instant~
ly the conductor, the engincer, the
fireman and the baggage mastor wore
Lilled, but the brakeman lived somo
oight or ten hours. The brakeman
was canght in an upright position
with ene hand clinchod between hoa-
vy timbers while his leg was crushed
betweon other timbers, In this cons
dition ho remained until the next
morning, when he was released and
carriod Lo o neichboring house where
bo digd in the afternoon,

THE ONLY WITNESS, 3

A coloved woman who lived noav
the trestle on the opposite side of the
creek from Anderson, saw tho con-
ductor’s light as he earried it over tho
trestlo, saw the train move off, and
heard the terrible crash whon it wont
dowp. This fact sho immediately ro-
ported to somo one who at onco in-
tormed Mr, Wm. Ilolmes who immeo-
diately set off for Anderson, and ow-
ing lo, the swollen waters ho had to
go by Provost’s mill, far out of tho
direct why, in order to roach tho vils
18go, at which placo ho arvived at half
pastthreo o’clock in the wmorning,
conveying the intelligonco that the
Wwholo train with the mombers of My,
William’s exeursion party had gone
down in the trestle, and that all ryere
keillod.

Immodiately tho fire bells wero rung
and the peacotul slumbers of the town
at this kour when stillness ordinarily
reigns supremo  was all bustle and
tamult, and soon hundreds of citizena
were assombled at the . H. with
buclcots as if going Lo a fire, Tho roal
causo of the alarm was quickly known
throughout tho town, and tho gronty
et excitement provailed. very voa
hicle and horso in town was immodiv
alely got roady to earry pussengors
to tho sceno of the disnstor, and al-
though the rain was coming down in
torrents, hundreds of mon, both white
and blaclk, hurried off by daylight to
ronder any assistance possible.

Y0K BOENE WAS AN APPAULING ONR.

In the fall the eugine and tendor
wore folded together as if they had
bgen fastoned logeinvy by hinges,—
Thé Bgineor, Mr. Juck Wilson,, fors
matly of this place, was under the
tender with his head and body be-
neath the water and' lils fect playing
in the waters above as if tied by a
pring—his legs had been go nearly
cut off. The fireman was on the wood
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in the tender and the engine, which |
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was etill warm was lying upside down
on him, and had mashed him to a
jelly between the engine and tender,
while his bowels floated and swayed
in the water as if anxious to be re—
leased. The bodies of the conductor,
LaFoy, and the baggage master, Kit'
singer, were found some three or four
hundred yards below, where they
had been washed and lodged against
trees, sumo ten or twenty feet apart.
It is supposod that they had jumped
off the falling train. The conductors
skull was crushed and his thigh was
broken. The baggage master had
only a slight bruise on the head, Ie
smeemed to have been killed by con~
cussion in striking the water. The
breakman, Henry Allen, alone was
alive, and he was immovably fastered
in the timbers in an ereet positions
Lis legs crushed, hLis arm
stretchied perpendicularly, his bhand
divided or split to the wrist by the
sharp edge of the timbers which held
his #wrm. In this dreadful ,condition
in the middle of the rising stream,
with no living soul within the sound
of his voice, he kept bis lonely watch
over the bodies of the dend. When the
accident oceurred Allen was not more
than two feet in the water, but the
stream continued to rise until it was
around his neck. If the waters bad
rison a few inches more, Le would
Liave been drowned,

Drs. Narden, Scudday and Broyles
were present and rendered modica!
aid to the wounded man,

TUE INQUKST.

Tiial Justice W, 8. Brown, acting
Coroner, at onco organized a jury
from the bystanders, and held the in-
(uest over the hodies of Imloy and
Kitsinger, Dr. O R. Broyles making
the exumination, The jury also ex-
amined Allen before he died,  After
which they procecdod to inspect the
timbers of the bridge. Up to Sunday
no inquest had been bheld over the
bodies of the fireman and engineer,
who were still beneath the wreek,

The report as to Mr, Williams’ tame
ily being in the wreck was erroncons,
as hig car had been lett at Delton for
the engino from Greenville to take for.
ward to its destination.

The virdict of the jury had not
been rendered at Inst accounts, but
it is expected that the Railroad aus

thorities will be severciy blaincd, It
is known that the fecling against the
Railroad is intense. The people of
Anderson have of late been much ex
ercised about what they thonght to
be an unjust® diserimination against
them in the matter of freights to that
puint, whi'e they openly nssert their
belict that tho eatastropbe was the
natural rosult of the decayod condi--
tion of tho bridge, and not at wll (o
be attributed to accident, Rumor
hath it that the trestle two yonrs ago
was pronounced unsate, and that cn-
gincer Milligan about that time re-
por‘ed to the Buperintendent that
this bridge was nnsufe, and that he
was afraid to eross itin its condition,
wherenpon he was dismissed from the
service of the Road, and his situation
given to Mv. Wilson. We are also
inforu:ed that the nnsafe eondition of
the trestle was common talk among
the train handeg, that the condnetor
had said he thought it likely that thoy
would all be killed there—and on one
oconsion the condnetol went so far as
to show his pocket and to explain
which waeg his money and which be
longed to the railroad, requesting his
confidant to sco that his family got
his money in case of accident. An
intolligent and reliable gentleman
passing up the rond from Charleston
aléo told us that the brakeman on
Thoraday last called his attention to
the rottennes of the bridge and stating
that be intended ® quit running on
the road at the end of the month.

The families of the deceased all lived
at Wallhalla, LaFoy bad n wife and
four ehildren; Kitainger a wife and
threo children, and sowe of the oth-

ers had famalics. On Baturday evene
ing when they all arrived together at
the sceno it would have moved a
heart of stone, when the wives beheld
theiv busbands and the ehildren look
ed upon their fathers beld in tho iron
grasp amid the timbers, mangled and
doad.

Mr. T. A Sullivan was mail agent
tor this train, but owing to a misun-
derstanding ns to the exact time the
train would leave, he was aceide atly
left at Belton.  When the train stars
ted off ho was at tho hotel and made
the greatest effort to get aboard but
failed to do so. When the ongiue
went down at Broadway hiscar was
smashed to picces. The il bags
torn, and all were washed down the
stream.  Much of the mail mat
ter was lost, but the bags have been
recovered.  Wesuppose Sullivan felt
uncomfortable enough at betng left
at Delton that night, but we presume
he bas become reconciled to his fate,
We congratulate him on his escape:
e has never betoro for the last four
years missed being with the train
every time it passed that trestle, and
wo have no doubt that he uttered, if
not orally, mentally, a prayer of
thankfuluess for his abscence on tlis
occasion,

Since the falling of tho trestle mul.
Litudes of people from every section of
the surronnding country have visited
tho placo of the disaster, Many of
whom have gone down to the veory
spot, while numbers of others havo
been satisfied with going to tho odge
8f the abutments and poeping over
from tho dizzy heights above on tho
dreadful spectacle below.  'I'he height
of the trestlo is svventy five fuct and
six inchos above the lovel of the wa—
tor at low water mark. Somo ocighty
foot of tho trestle iu broken, and many
hanging timbers have since fallen,—
Ono long pieco which had been hang-
irg by a pin fell on Sunday vory nonr
ly striking six men who were standing
near by—all ot whom would have
been killod had  struck it them. The
nccumulating timbers beneath the en-
gine and tendor stopped theiv down-
wied gourse Len foot above the bottom
of the stream, At its highost tho waw
ter was fourteen foot above tho lowoest
water mayl,

A construction tram of tho compas
ny, with hands, arvived on tho spot
about davk Saturday night, but what
worlk they oxpuui to do just now, ox—
cept to extricate the bodies of those
in tho rubbish, we have not boen in=
formed, but think it likely that tho
ongine will bo taken to pieces, as wo
presumo it would be impossible to
raige it ag a whole, to the immense
hoight of Lhe track, Beventy five feot
nbove, Unless the company have tho
timbers alveady on hand, it will likely
bo weceks before oo new trestlo can ho
built, This trestlo is at tho snme placo
whero the embankment was washod
away in the winter of 1865, During
tho hieavy vaing which fell in Februnry
of that your the volumo of  waler in«
croased Lo immenso proportions and
obstructions filled tho menth of tho
cilvert, whon tho water was dammed
up 8o that it covered an inimense Lor-
vitory, and wholo farms were sub
merged. when tho water had risen
gsome Lhirty feet the cembankment
gave way and tho destruction below
was tervifie—the wator being from
hill to hill, swept bridgos, mills, dams,
fencing and everything clao movable
bofore it.  Ior this damage the voad
wag never required Lo pay o cont.—-
Whither the compay will " be so for-
tunale in thoir sottlement with the
widows mado in this unfortunato oc~
currenco romaing Lo bo scon, It is
snid that tho Suporintendont requires
all the omployoces of the road to sign
an obligation not to hold tho com-
pany responsible for damages sustain-
od on tho road whilo in thoir employ,
What forco such an obligation will
have in answering tho claims of wid—
ows will perhaps bo tested in tho
Courts,

Tho statemeont about the Railroad
managomont are a merely ropotition
of what has beon said as ramor, while
it the Superintendont’s statoments
woro mado and published, it might
throw u different shado of light on
tho worst misfortune, which has boe
fallen tho road sinco its existence,—
Abbeville Press and Banner,

Platform of the Cinecinnati Conventiod.’

Crvorsnatr, Juno 15.—The plate
form adopted sets out with the his-

tory of the party and a statement of

its duty to protect the rights of all
the people.  The enforcement of the
constitutional amendments, tho pors
manent pacilieation of the Southern
section of the Union, the complete
protection of all its citizens in the free
enjoyment of all their vights are the
duties to which the Republican party
are sacredly pledged,

The power to provide for the en-
forcement ot the principles embodied
in the recent constitutional amend-
ments is vested by those nmendments
in the Cungress of the United States,
and we declare it to bo the solemn
obligation of tho legislativo and ex»
ecutive departmonts of the govorn-
ment to put into immediate and vig-
orous exereciso all their constitutional
power for removing any just causes
of discontent on the part of any class,
and securing to every American citi-
zon complete liberty and exact equa-
lity in the exercise of all civil, poli-
tical and public rights. To this end
we imperdtively demand a Congress
and Chiet Executive whose courage
and fidolity to these duties shall not
falter until tho results are placod
boyond dispute or recall.

Inthe very first act of Congress
signed by President Grant the Nu-
tionul Government assumed to re-
move any doubts of its purpose to
discharge all just obligations to the
public creditors, and sulemnly pledgo
its fuith to make provision, at the
carliest practicable period, for the
redemption of the United States notes
in coin.  Commercinl  prosperity,
public merit and national eredit de-
mand that the promise be fulfilled by
a continuous and steady progress to
specie payments,

The fifth plank alludes to eivil
service retorm, and the sixth refers
to schools and embodics Blaine's
proposed amendment to tho consti-
tution.

Eighth, The revonue necesaary for
current expenditnres and the obliga«
tions of public debt must be
lurgely derived from dutics on im-
poriatious, which, so far as possible,
shonld  be adjusted to promote tie
interest of  Amorican labor and ad—
vance the prosperity of the whole
country.

The ninth plank oppesea further
grants of lands to corporations and
monopolies, for tho proteetion of ads
opted citizens, aud legislation to pro
tect erigrants,

Elevonth. It is the iinmediate duty
of Congress to fully investigate the

the

eflect of the cmigration and impor-
tation of  Mongolinns on  the moral
and material interests of the country,

Twellth, The party recognizes with
approval the advanco in securing
the rights of women by State legisw
Intion.

Thirteenth. Tho plank claims sov-
ercign power over the Territories to
exclude polygnmy, and the tonrtesnth
declares that the pledges to the sols
diers and  sailors must be fully ful-
filled.

IPfreenth. We sincerely  depreeate
all sectional feeling and tendoncics.
We therefore note with deep solicis
tude that the Demoeratic party counts
a8 its chiel hope of success upon the
olectoral voto of & united S uth se
cured throngh tho efforts of thosoe
who were recently arraigned against
the nation, and wo invoke thie atten~
tion of tho connty to the grave truth
that o success thus achioved would
reopen  eectional strife and fmperil
national honor and human rights,

Tho sixteenth plank charges the
Demoeratic party  with  Leing the
same in character and spirit aa whaen
it sy wpathized with treason; and, al.
luded to the course of the lower
houso, warns the country against o
party ulike unworthy and incapuble.

L

Boveriteonth. The national admin-
istration merits commendation for its
honorable work in the managemon&
of domestic foroign affairs, and Pre~
sident Grant deserves the continued
and hearty gratituted of the Ameri-
can poople for his patriotism and his
immense services in war and peace,

———— .

From thé Abbeyille Medium,
Reminiscences of the War.

ORR'S RIFLES AT

MeGowan's Brigade, of the Army
of Northern Virginia, on the 230 of
May, 1864, acted as the rear gnard of
A. . L1ill's Corps, which had crossed
the North Anna River the evening
Lefore, near Hanover Junetion. We
lay on the roadside in & magnificeny
forest, as the artillery and bhaggage
trains passed, till the afternoon, when
Orr's Rilles were ordered down to
the river to do picket duty at Jericho
Ford. The regiment was about two
bundred strong, under the command
of Muj. Willimn M. [Iadden. We
marched down a shady country road
until we arrived at an old gate, near
where the enamy were reported to be
and halted a8 we came to Gen. W.
I1. . Lee, of the Virginia Cavalry,
who awaited us there. Here we saw
how useless tho cavalry wero. Gen.
L e said: “Go right aliead, Mujor,
you will find about fitty dismonnted
Yankee cavalry down there. A rush
ig the thing, you know, Major.,”"—
Turning to us bo eaid: “Now is
your time to get horses amd pistols.”
An old citizen with a repeating riflo,
who was present, said the samo
thing as to the number of Yankees.
The regiment was thrown in line of
battle and advanced, Maj. Iladden
saying, ‘“‘Forward—double quick.”
“Give them a shout boys.” We
rushed throngh the woods and struck
a solid aud extended line of infantry
—took one prisoner and retired nn—
der a rvaking fire from the front and
both flauks.  We roeformed with the
balauce of the brige and the three
other brigades of the division charged
through a wheat field, across a rail-
road eut, up a hill and into u strip of
woods, but could not move the enemy
who opened upgon us with sixteen

JERICIIO FORD.:

pieces of artillery., Instead of the
“fifty  dismounted cavalary”  wa

found Burnside's corps and half of
Warrens corps well intrenched. We
got no pistols and no bhorges, and saw
notling moreof W, L, I, Lee and tho
old citizen, who left ug with the vag
to hold. Capt. James 8. Cothran, of
this ' place, bears the mark of this
skirmish on Lis clicel, and, wo ven-
ture Lo sy, would not take the word
of Gen. W, LI, 1", Lee on any such
David Cleland, an
excellent man from the upper parct ol
this county, was killed. The brigade
lost two bundred and eleven men.
COL. TAYLOIt AT GRAVELLY RUN.

On the 31st day of March, 1865,
NeGowan'’s Brigade was sent down
the lines from  Petersburg to inters
cept o Lody of Federal troops which
was moving out upon the right flank
of Lee’s nrmy. The brigade was
thrown ont on White Oak road, in
company with Gracie's Brigade from
Alabama, at right angles to the ling
of breastworks, and both brigudes
put in command of Gen. McGQowan,
Welay quietly in a skirt of woods for
gome hours until the Yankecos ad-
vanced upon uns.  Simultaveously we
moved forward with lound cheers,
and charged apon them with great
impotuosity. A braver fight was
never made. We drove them with-
out halting, through the timber and
out over two hills and one branch,—
As many as five distinet lines wero
in a perfect race at one time, but still
fighting ns beat they could. At this
point Col, Walter IL. Taylor, of Gen
Loe’ stally a fine looking young man,
distinguished for his superh gallantry
rodo up to Color Seargant Dunlap, ng
gallant o soldier as ever tought, of

question agnin,

Orr’s Rifles, and asked for'the flag,
Dunfap would not give it up to Lifm,
but assured him o wonld carry it
wherever ordeved, It stirred the
soldier’s heart of the heroic Taylor na
be saw how handsomely we weore
driving the Yaunkees. He galloped
in front and between the two linesy
waved his hat and shonted: “Qome
alead, boys!  (od Lless your heartsf
I love avery one of you. Come ahead-
God bless you all!”  ‘The sccne can-
not be pictured. The onthusiusin can-
not  bo imagined.  With one re.
doubled and unceasing cheer the ling
went forward and erushed everything
in ita path.  As it stormed the next
hill, the writer wus shot and retiredy
but the scene is photographed uporn
his mind, aud Lo can revert to no
more pleasant incident in the war,—
Taylor wore a black cape and looked
every inch a soldier, a8 ho proved
to be. We trust he has o good wifo
and a family of fine boys who may
emulate the actions of tho fathes,

Missouri Township-Bond 4 enudiatien.

Tho reednt docision of the ¥, '8,
Supremo Court that certain Missotiri
township bonds were invalid is Be-
ginning to boear fruit. The St, Louls
Ropublican says:

Fifty fivo citizens of Kaw townghip,
have addressed to tho County Courta
protest “against any furthor recogni-
tion of tho yalidity” «of' the railroad
bonds issued by the county for that
township and also againat tho fl.lll'fﬂ.l r
rocoguition of the validity of the Jacf(-
son county bonds issued to tho Mems
phis and Mobilo railrond, on the
ground that tho recent deocizion mado
by the Unitod States Supremo Court in
the case of tywnship railroad bonds
destroys their validity, The Kaw
townsip bonds thus protested against
amount to #509,000; the bonds of
other townships in the snmo County,
of a similar chavactor, Lo 8'101,'005.
and the Juckson County bonds issuad
without the approval of two thirds of
the gnalificd voters of the county to
the Memphis and Mobilo Ruilroad to
£350,000, making n totsl of $1,061,~
000 bonds, which it is claimed are ine«
valid and of no binding toreo on the
county under the decision, Thoe inte«
vest. on these bonds  hias heretoforo
boen faithiully paid. The Court laid
the subject over for considerntion.

The Hepubliean nlso hag o dispstoh
from Kuansas City, June 8th, as fol
lows:

The County Court passed an order
to day revolting all orders for the lovy
ofa tax to mcob the intorest on all

thoe township: bonds, amountifg to
£411,000,

L % I
Tho superionty of man to nature ia
continually illustrated in literaturo

Naturo needs an immense
quantity of quills to mako a goose
with; but man can mako a gooso of
himsell in five minutes with one quill,

That don’t fit us; we uso stacl pons,
-l - - ———

and an life,

Tho prevalenee of lynching in Texan
is astonishing, Tho Galveston Nows
rives tho partienlars of soventeen ins
stances occurrving within two monthas,
Most of the victims wero horse stenl-
ora and stage vobboers, 'he San Ana
tonin Herald that in no other
way, in the abscenco of enforced laws,
could the lives and property of ros
spoctable eitizens bo proteeted.

——— N i

The following spocimen of English
pure and undeliled is trom the Liver.
wol Times: “A doetor was Iately
summoned to a coltnge at ]furwocd'
in Teasdule, and found a boy in need
of his services. ‘I’ut out your tongue,’
said the doctor.  The boy starred like
an owl. ‘My good boy, reqne&t’ﬁ
the medieal muan, *let mo soe youl
tongue.  ‘Talk English, doctor,’ lalia
thoe wother; and then, turning to fgé‘_r
gon, sho said:  “IToppen thy gobbler,
and put out thy Jlolliker.! 1’1100 bop

rolled out his tonguein a momenty’
s -

The Grand Ovient of France has

recognizod tho colored Freomnsong of

thoe  United  States, declaring  their

H\_\'H

Musonry incontestable,



