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Communications

The Southern Baptist Convention—
Twenty-first Annual Session,

Mge. Eprror: This body convened

with the First Baptist Church, Rich-

‘mond, Va,, May 11th, 1876, with J.

- P. Boyce, DD., of Kentuckey, in

the Chair. After singing a hymn
and reading (he Seriptures, prayer
was offered by the venerable Thomas
Dawson, of 8. C. who ia now 87 years
of age.

A list of delegates from each State
being furnished, the convention cn-
tered into the cleetion of oflicers. Dr
J. William Joues, of Richmond, mude
pleasant reference to the faithful and
able services of Dr. . 1. Mell, of
Qa., ag presidont in  past years, and
submitted Lis name, but Dr. Mell
thanked tho convention for paat
honors and for words of kindness
and sympathy during his infirm
health, which fivst provented his oe-
cupying the chair, and which still
Mnfit him for the duties of the office,
#nd withdrew his namoe in favor of
Dr. Boyce, who was re-clocted to
preside over the convention. In ac~
cepting the position, the President
made approprinte 1emarks, eqmpliv
mentary to bis declining senior,
whom he prefored in honor as pro-
‘siding officor.

While the organization was per-
focting, Dr. Fuller, ot Buliimure,
stated that Deacon A. W. DPoalson, of
that city, n man of viety and worth
in the convention, just at the time to
stait to the mecting, was stricken
with appoplexy, and died in thice
minutes. He regarded it as a warn

“ing to tho members of the ¢ mven-

tion 1o bo ready fur sudden death,
for if we be yeady, sudden death is
sndden glory.  Dr. Lawson, of Now
York, prayed that chis visitation
might be sanctified to the good of the
convontion, and at the request of the
Presidont, addressed the Lody witly
rojorence to our times of reformation
and revival. Dr. Lovimer, of Boston
was also called out, and wmade a
stirring specch, urging the preachiog
of the cruss as the groat need of vur
times.

Dr. 1L A, Tupper, of Virginia, Cor-
responding Sceretary of the Foroign
Mission Board, road hisannual report,
which was vory gratifying and on~
couraging. The introductory paras
graph is one of thanksgiving to God,
ma follows:

“Closing a year of almost unproces
donted monotary doprossion in our
country, the Board feol that in the
good Providence which bas enabled
them by dint of severe toil and aid of
'ge_numuu h'iullds, to supply the press
ing nocossitios of onr work, thero is
now oceasion to thanlk God and tuke
ocourage, and Lo roly in the fulure
mrore implicitely on 1lim who has said
10 His pooplo engagod in gospeling
tho nations: “Lio, I am with you al.
Wy, even unto the ond of the world.”
A fow oxtracts from the roport may
be of intoregt horo.

WOMAN'S WORK,

“Our ¢hristisn womon of Goorgin
and Virgia have contributod #2,491,~
60 for the Moon-house in Tung Chowi
and. the ladies of South Curoling Bl,-
843.41 for tho Missionary Ilousolat Can
ton, - Our sisters of other Ytatos have
nided those objeots, and dono nobly
for tho gonoral work. Lot the cons
vention givo an emphatic “God speed”
o 'those praiseworthy workors for
Jdesns, and dommond 1o their consi.
doration tho multiplication of mis.
sionary mocictios, and thoir moro
thorough organization, with the view
of proscouting the grand work of wo.
man’s salvation among the henthen,”
T report qnotes the following itom
on this subject: “It g gtated, that tho
Woman's Foreign Mission Societios of
this country contributed Inst yonr
$860,000 to Foreign Missions.”

TREABURER'S REFORT,

“Tho troasuror roeports tho rocoipt

188y 845,000,  This is 813,000 nbovo
tho avorage collections— (oxclusive of

the Romo Ohmol fund)—of the throo
past yonrs; anc some $28,000, or nears
ly eno hundnd per cont abovo tho
avorago of thoiix years provious, *
¥ ¥ Mhe libenlity of tho churches
has mado the ywr just closed, upon
the wholo, tho moat successful, in a
peeuniary pointof viow, since tho
close of the war.”

AFPRICAN MTSSIONS,

“Iforeign Missiows, 2; nativo assig-
tants, 3; baptized, 6; total momber—
ship, 58,”

CIITNA MUSIONS,

“Iorcign Missionavios, 15; ordained
native pastors, 2; mitive assistants,
15; oul~stations,6; clurches, &; bap-
tisms, 87; membershiy, 350,

BIBLE WOMEN IN CHINA.

“A fair proportion o the convorts,
during tho year past, was of women.
With the conversion ¢f almost all of
them, our women hayo had somothing
te do,  Ono of tho Bibl womeon, tho
wilo of "Dencon Seon, ts under the
control of Miss Whilden, and s sup~
ported by Lindies’ Missionary Sociolics
in Mississippi. We haro ono Biblo
woman locatod at Shiu Ming, and four
at Canton, Mrs. Graves attends tho
woekly meeting of Biblo women for
Lhe instruction of the honthen. Sho
has a/Bible reading for the Bibls wo-
man, and other christain women, at
our chapel before servico every Sabs
bath morning. Miss Whilden has a
Biblewoman living at her houso, from
which point sho has worked the
neighborhood for a considerablo dis-
tan¢o around,”

Ialion Missions—places and preach
era. Rome—G, B. Taylor and Signor
Codorda; Lia Tour, Sigunor Ferrans;
MiILII, Signor Puschetto;  Medena,
Capi and Ban Possidoniv =Signor
Martinelli; Lodi, Signor Guardiol; Ci-
vith Veechin, Signor Cassn; Bari;
Signor Basile,

LD J L, Curry, of Vieginia, prosis
dernit of tho Foroign Mission _Board,
fpoiking of Ltalion Missions says: “I(
wo e in earnost, it is indisponsable
that we slhow by convineing fucts
that wo intend ‘to livo and Inbor' in
Italy, There must bo pormancncy,
and the overt proof’ of permanoncy,
50 losg as we are surpassed by othors
in the number of missionaries, proach-
ing stations, nnd houses of worship—
80 long an we are mere tenauts at
will of badly locatetl and uncomfor-
table houses of worship, linble to bo
dispossesed ovory yoar, and unable to
take changes adapted to  ehurch
necds, we must labor a disadvantag-
8, and sannot hopo to impross favos
rably, or to take the position that our
principles and prolessions vequire,—
Wea e under imperativo obligation
to bear our full testimony Lo Lthe teath
as itisin Jesus; but we may as well
up our minds do mere in
Lealy, or withdraw, 1 fcol constrained
to muko a direet and earnost appeal
to the churches to make immediate
and cfitetivo ateps for slrongthoninge
and enlurging our work in Italy. 1'he
domand and the necessity for enlarged
effort ave very gront. All tho considos
rations that induced tho establishmont
of the [tnlian Mission still exists with
reduplieatod force. Othor ovangoli
enl denominntions ave noither idle nor
innetive.  Those of the samo name, of
different nationalitics, aro uniting, so
as Lo accomplish moro by joint wonlth,
anorgy and influenco. 'I'heso dono-
mmnations, at much oxponge, have
purchased eligiblo sites or houses in
Romo and other prominent cities in
Ttaly. We should rejoico at thoir
lubors of love, and be provoked (o
good works, to largor boneficence, by
what they are doing boyond us,”

I'ho report shows that among tho
contributors of the $45,000 already
mentioned, Virginia led tho van, giv-
ing over 20,000, und Goorgin, next in
ordor; gave over 37,000, and South
Caroling, in her poverty, conlributod
ovor §4,000,

' NIGI'T BEBSION,

Tho |convention assemblod at &}
o’clock| to hear the annual sermon.
In the nbsence of both thoe principal
aud tha altornate, appointed at tho
last  mooting, the committso on ro.
ligious services, with the approval of
the convention, appointed Dr. Geo. C.

mike Lo

Lovimor, of Boston, Massachusotts, to
preach the convention sormop. The
President and others ongaged in the
opening oxoreises, uftor which tho
preacher announced ag his text, “The’
groatest of these is charity,” having
proviously road the 13th chapter of
Ist  Corinthians, The sermon was
earnest and siriking.  After the sor-
mon, which was heard with much ins
terest by & vory lavgo audicncoe, the
President called tho convention to
order, sand Dr, W. 1, McIntosh, Cor-
rosponding  Socretary of the ITomo
Mission Boavd, roud tho thivty fivat
annual veport; giving the names of
twenty six Missionaries, who has heen
under appointment of the Board dur—
ing the past yoar,

Benediction by the Prosident.

[Continued next weel,]

J. €L Hubsox.
" Basley, 8. C.
JIAI8 e SR

Mg. Eprrok: A party very pleas-
antly took leave of Pickensvillo on
the morning of the 18.h May, to at-
tend & picoic at or near Piorcetown,
Anderson ecounty, but there being
another picuic at Blabtown, a fow
miles distant, ti.o eitizens of Picrcen
town and vieinity, deemed it prudent
to postpone theirs for o [uture time.
But My, Iditor, it was quite a treat
to the party, or al least o portion of
it, £ r we never befure had the pleas-
ure of pussing through that country.
We passed a great rany beantiful
residences and delighttul fars in a
bigh stato of cultivation. Cotton is
looking fine, recciving its first plow—
ing. Corn erops promising—wheat
crop as fine ns we cver suw. Lray-
eling a beautiful rond we passed
many beantiful flower gardens, which
sent forth  their sweot perfames,
making everything lovely, and there
being only one or two emall rivalots
on the way, we were kindly

el with cool water from the wells of
kind friends m'mg tho route. The
party consis'ed of Mra. Dr. Neal,
Mies Lidio Clury, Mr. Johin Mont«
gomery, Gul. T. J. Clary, and Mr.
Abner Mullinix.  After being dis,
apprinted in the piciie, wo prueceds
ed to the Mre, Alfred
Neal, where we were received  with
great bospitality and kindness by
Mrs, Neal, My, Neal being absent
on our arvival, but retuined belore
wo took leave of his pleasant home,
and we were made to feel ploasant
while enjoying lhis company and
hospitality. 7To add interest and
pleasure to our party, we had the
exquisit pleasure of meeting Mies
Salie Neal there, whigh added much
to the pleasures ot oiir party., Soon
after ourarvival at A, Neal’s, we
honrd that thers was to be o theeting
of Good Templars near there in the

tesidence of

alterncon, and werc strongly solieited
te gpoend the evoing, it woe  were
not Templars, to join in the amuse-
ments that eould be gotten up, but
our visit was a hurvied one, wid we
reluetantly declived the kind invita
ticn. We denrned that the Lode
had heen orgunized recently, and that
it numbered about sevouly five or
one hundred wembers, and was in o
growing and prosperous condition.
Oua of our party, however, not bo-
ing oblized to retorn to Pickensville,
remained, declaring himself 0 can-
didate for the Legislature from Pick-
eng, and also a eandidate at largo for
matrimony. e epent the time very
pleasantly we lonrn, was very much
smilten with some of the Andorson
fair eox, at lenst 8o much so that they
being Goud Templars, he has sinco
joined the Ocder himself, o will
willingly contont himself with one
vote at large, bnt toe (he Logislature,
lie wanls all of Pickonas,

On taking onr leave of My, Noul'’s,
we soon found our solves at Ploree—
town, some five or six miles distant,
where we tound o Demoeratie Club
convened, and being strong Demo-
crate, we were constrained to stop
and give our fecblo eflorts in prow

moting democricys  On taking our

leava of the club meoting, our atten—
tron  was next drawn to the fine
looking orchards noar cach residence
on the way, but noticed that there
was but little fruit. No peaches of

any consequonce, Tho apple crop is)

pretly good in places. It is highly
probablo that we ean get a small
quantity of cherry bounce, if the
juy-birds will not fenst too Lieavily
for the next month, The blackberry
crop is fine. I suppose, if wo cun
get up a tew greenbacka to bay sugar,
we can have somo fine wines, jollics
&e., but tew perance is spreading its
wings in our Connty—the demand
for wines, liquors, &e., will not bo so
great as it has been.  We also hopo,
that the Revenue Dopartinent will
not bo so heavily burdencd this yoar,
or at least, that the expenscs may be
curtailed and the Revenuo oflicers
compelicd to return to their plow
handles to make o support for thome
selves and fawilis  We roturned to
Pickensville about  dusk—found
everything quiot aund coreen, and
pleased with our hasty visit.
Yours with respect,
Tox Brrr.

e e ———

Centenninl T.etter.

A woek of glorious sunshine and
bracing air has fairly tnrnod tho tide
of emigration towards the Contonnial
ground, which would be worth a jour.
ney of a thousand miles Lo seo if every
building within the onclosure wero
rvatsed from turret to foundation stono,
As you enter the gato shake the dust
from your shoes, and givo .the great
hall on the right the go by, don't look
at thoe towering peaks of the machin-
ory departinent, which stands upon
the left, but give me yeur hund and
walk vight straight ahead, over tho
railroad  throngh tho departmont of
Publie Comlort, down by whis benuti-
ful litle Japaness cottago on the left
and that unique littlo building on the
right, and here let us pause a momont
and tako a look. Sue those Japs how
thoy worls, tino is of no consequence
to them—slow and gure is tho motto;
but yeu ean bot your bottom dollar
when the job is done, it sticks, yos,
thoso titles so clumsy and so quaintly
plastered with white mortar, will last
till the crvack of doom. 'I'hat hounse
will oulwaron dozen of your gimeracl
Yankeo houses, that like the York-
shireman’s razors are only mado to
sell,  Stop over hore into the Swedish
school house, what do you think of
that? You had an idea that thero
wero no sohools worth montioning
outsido of Boston or Chicago. I indis
vidualizo theso Lwo citics beennso I
glways like to go from the tub to the
poriphey, snd we all know thevo is
nothing beyond Chicago. See it and
die, like the follow once said (o Na-
ples.  Datif you'll {ako my advice,
you'll die before you go to Chicago,
or they'll skin yon alive when you get
thero,  But here wo are in the Swod-
ish sehool house what ovder, what
convonience, what positive beauty in
everything that surrounds you. Mhat
dry old ehnp you seo over in the corn-
er was a schoolmaster in Swoden, ho
looks o littlo dall and sty now, bat
he is ehnele full of knowlodiee (rom the
erown ol the liead to tho nole of his
foot, Ilow hae used Lo Lan the loathor
brecehies of the amins of Stockholm,
and what substantial additions ho has
made to their knowledgo of the sciens
ces and avts by the wid of n wooden

shoo, ora eab and nino tails, imple-.

meuts of husbandrey  happily not for-
gotton in that woll ordored communis
ty whero tho fifth commandment is
still notan ontirely obsolate documont,
maps, books, stuffod alligators, bottles
with snukes proserved in whiskay,
and monstor toads in tho samo do-
lightful fluid aro arrangod upon tho
shelves, 1 have seen tho time when
it would have beon mighty unsafo to
leave thoso botties Inying nround loose
il thore wore a snako in thom; but all
nonsense aside, 1t is a beautiful sehool
houso, whore every modern applinnce
is to be found that ean conduco to the
comfort and happiness of the veliolars,
Ieis not lurge, but so cozy that !

found myself ingensibly humming,
“Iwould I were a boy again,” till T
caught sight ot tho blaele strap in the
eorner, whon L sunddenly ot for the
skivts of my cont, and rejoicing in my
manhood, wallced out to ko the aie
and givo tho subjeet further conaide--
ration. 1Ilero weo are on the path
againg that beautifal littlo builing right
in front of ue, aeross tho lake, is the
houso of the Brazillian commission,—
And surcly nothing more delightiul
can be imugined than this sweet little
cotlago surrounded with shubbery
emborwered in trees. That’s the place
where Dom Podro sometimes disous-
ses coffeo and muffing. Cast your oyo
to tho right ns wo cross tho dell; talko
o look at that gypsy eampfiro in
tho distanco, and tell mo i’ you ovor
saw anything more romantie or boau~
tifal than that. What's that place
up there that lookslike a Utah board-
ing house on  atilts?  Well, that's the
lagor beor snloon,—lagar five conts a
glass—no, L thank you, I nevor drinlk,
excuso mo, ['d vathor not, coma right
along, I want to show ‘you this one
view here, and then wa'll take n strell
in the Main 1Inll,  Thore, this iz the
spot; stand hore; talk of yonr pietuves
and sconory, look at that, hill, dale,
valloy, lake, fountain, flowers, overy-
thing that can glovify landscapo is
here, the magnificent folinge of tho
treos, tho rare beauty of tho flowers,
the rich fragranco loads the air with
delicious porfumo; and strotehing far
away.on evory side is n landscape of
loveliness nnequulled. That boeautiful
building in front of us is IHorticultural
Ialt, and one of the handsomoest odi-
fices on the ground. Tho large build-
ing on tho left with tho green roofj
that looks liko an anciont abby, is
Agricultaral Hall, and to my think«
ing, ono of the most intoresting pors
tions of tho EHxhibitien, Shall wo
wallk bacle to the Main IHall?  Oh, you
want to look in hore. Very woell,
walk right inj this, miy dear madam ia
the eclebrated Log Cabin, which, i
youhad gona away without secing,
you would have missed one of the
groatest sights of tho lixhibion, Step
inand look around; no chargo.—
Lt is not tho log eabin of to day, but
the log eabin of o hundved yenrs ago
—and how snug and comforiable it
losks—that clock in the corner is a
hundred and fifty yoars old, and las
seen the day it was just us good as it
over was.  And that spinning whoo
by the fireplace bhas spun yarn for
stockings for old gentlemen and ladios
who crossed the styx while our groat
groat grandfathors and groat~groat
grand mothors woro still loyal subjecte
of good King Goorgo, Yes, ma’am,
no humbuyg about that, bring mo an
almanne, and Uil swear it, Ilow do L
kknow? Well, Plltoll you how I know,
[ Wan told it by Mrea, Southwiek,-—
Who is ahe?  That’s her, over thore;
in tho high cap and singlo breasted,
dress.  Look at her as she stands
thore, ain’t gho u pieture? Six yards
and a quater in that dross, and  then
sho hnd a pleco left to muke new
with. No ma'am,
nob wenr a bustle, and  you couldn’y
get ahoop undor thiat dirass biron sigehy
tor a nail ke, Bhoain't old, tnko a
;(l‘l.":ll look at hoe sweet and ]._-:'“,I_.'[.‘-
fnco, hor back looks liko

sleevod sho doos

hundred
Lt hor faca wonld let hier ofl ny Ii;il'1_\',
This is Jerusha Penvose, and Abigail
shert, and Patienco Doolittle, and
Comfory Iolbrool, dressed 1n thostyla
of o hundred yoars ago. Tho chinirg,
tho tables, tho delf thut sots upon the
worm onten dressers,” all are old and
worn, butstill mighty pleasant to lool
ub.  Now for o short sigoll through
tho Main Hlnll.  Renching the ecentre
of tho building by tho shortest out, wo
find onraclves near the musie stand,
degerted for the time by Gilngere's
bnd, and tho vival posontutes of that
king of instrnmuonta, Lo pisno fabo
ench other like gladitors in tho gsrand
arenn of music. 1t is a sight to watel
the faces of Lho crowd us this Player
or that gaing somo momoentary  tri-
l'II‘.‘.jlh, Tho }'l|!1j‘l'r, fl:lt\'l'\'l-l" in lost
sight ol in tho pinno. 1t ia not a
quostion of musical skill, but of tho
musicnl excellenee of the mslrument,
and the players themselves soem com-

{ plotoly oblivions to the wmighty con.

course Lhat surronds thiom

.\‘"\\-‘ yon
caleh the _"I'I.Llnll Lonus ol i

AN '
{ IHLIM.‘HI-."

next tho sweet melody of a Weber;
Docker and Steck and Steinway, all
claim your attontion and admiration,
and in the multitude of equisite hats
mony, your judgmont is lost, and you
hardly know in whoso favor to decido,
Watceh the fingers of the players, how
thoy fly; that ripple of melody comes
lile the solt beating of a summer wavo
upon the sandy shoie, and now it rises
and swelly, and broaks like the volling
thunder in a storm, wll. you*almost
doubt if tho effect is tho work of hu=
man hands,  But let us walk on, This
i5 the exhibit of Starr & Marcus, the
celehrated jowelers of New York, We
won't stop long, but L want to show
you a dinmond necllace that might bo
the rausom for a King, Iow lovely,
how beautiful, hiow magnificent, how
suporb bursts from the erowd on evory
side,  How much is it worth! Oh, o
mieroe bag of nalls, probably not over
one thousand dollws,  Gloodness pris
cious; lot us got on, Sarah, [ Lhouyht
it was worth about two dollars and
half,  Cornolius & Son, of Philadelphia
haven splondid display of gas fix~
tures, rivallod only by that of Archer
& Pancost, of New York. Hore wo
come to o boautiful display of glass by
tho Smith Brothers, of New Endfur §
Massachusette.  You had an idea that
they had nothing bat blubbor in New
Bedford: 1t was mixed up in your
mind with oil easks and fin bacls, tar-
pauling and try works, whalo boats
and mouldy biscuits, and “thero sho
blows.””  No such thing, sir; timos
ain’t now as thoy used to was, The
glory of Tsrael hias departed from her
blubber hiunters, and now sho wrestlos
in tho avena of nosthotics with London,
Vienna and DParis, and after a short:
nip and fucl, oceagionally gets thom
on tha hip.

1o is a caso bofore us worthy of ad-
miration for it appeals to all tho finer
feelings of your nature, it is dontal in«
struments, and belongs to James 8,
White, of Philadelphiz. My gontle
friend have you evor had tho tooth—
ache? L think 1 hear you montally
exclaiim—no, I wish I had, Well f
you should ever get it that cnso was
invented for just such as yon, Ohf
what lovely forceps to pull out the
shattered bono from your jaws, and
what an admirablo turnquoit Lo | dis—
lodgo from its ubiding pluco some
growling and refractory molur, Do
you seo thwso delicate lintla nat pick~
ersovor thore, thoy ave for digging out
1oots, [ think 1 should liko Lo go fish=
ing in somebodys jaw with ono of
thoso things just to sco how it foola,—
Oh! don’t 1 wish I had the toothache.
Ahl here’we have a care that enlls for
specinl notice, entered by tho Surgy-
cal Institute, all sorts of trusses and
instriments for the assistance of af—
flicted humanity, it looks ag thongh is
wonld be almost o plonsure to have a
crookoed leg just for the sake of having
it straightened by ono of those admir<
able instruments,

Next we come to tho display of
Brazil, shining in white and erimson
and gold, and looking like the halls of
the Alahambra.  What a magnificont
display of flowers, georgeous in color
and exquigite in besuty, how fresh
and how lovely they look, just as if
thoy had been gatherod from some
oricuobl garden ouly an’ hour before,
you can almost eatch Lheir perfumo
through their prison house of  glass,
these nre not flowers my friends bug
feathers plucked from the birds ol the
air who were robbod of their rainbow
robes to fornish these beautiful flow=
ord, no deseription can eonvey a pora
fect idea of the indescribable beauty
of these gossamer and  feathery bou-
quets,  But not on these does DBrazik
dopend for her fume, she has within
horseif all the clements of o mighty
ompire, Dinmonds snd gold, silver,
whoat, wine, wool, dyo woods, hides
and colfee il sugnr, and every ma-—
terinl  product that ean add to the
riches of & nation, and she has a ralor
wise and good, o man who has made
the namo of Fperor respectabla, but
Lam near the end of my eablo and
P owill linish Brazil noxu weelk.

Thoattendance has been good and
is constantly increasing, the grounds
are improving every day, and in a
wock most of the exhibits will be fin~
ishod.  Some people have an idea that
it is no use to come on for a day. I
say if you ouly have one day to spare
como o, yon can seo enough in that
day to keep you aetively t.hiukin;éju.sb
aboul sixteon yemrs, you soon ogin
to vealize what o Licap of knowlodgo
thete iz on the outsido of your head,
and 'IT gonarvantee that no matter
what the eost or how brief tho time
vou will find that you have got your
money's worth, Among the commils
toos which have been sclected doting
tho last weel is the commitice in the
Great Bepartmont  of  Agricunltare,
which has seleeted John J, Coloman,
formaerly professor of the Royal Agri«
cnitural College of Fngland, a8 chairs
mun, and James S, Grinnell, tho form«

cr popular hoad clork of tho Patent

FOMce in Washinglon as Seerolary,

BROADBIGM.
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