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1955 The Impeaohmant of Belknap-

IJr

004 'llw rews of the impeachment of
(‘eneml Belknap, President Grant's
‘Bedratary of War, says the Augusta
Clironiole & Sentinel, came like a clap
of Ahunder from a eloar sky, No
intimation had been given that any

«euneh proceeding was in contempla-
tion.. No statement came by tele-
graph or mail that such serions char-

es had been made against a Cabinet

.efficer. The members of the coms

mitteo made their investigation very

‘quietly and kept their proceedings
.a'profound seeret.  The first intimas
tion given ob their discoveries was
contained in the resolutiops of im-
peachment plosenrctl to the Honee of
Representatives Thursday, and whicl
Jwere adopted by a unanimous vote of
itl members, I'rom the statement of
the case sent by telegraph it appears

sthat Genoral Belkuap sold a position

‘a8 Pust-trader at Fort Sill, in the

JIndian Territory, to Caleh P, Marsh

Sor the sam of twelve thousand dol-
lars and an annuity of several thou-
lq_nd a8 long as tiie appointment was
rotained, Their bargain wns made
several years gince, and the payments
have been mude regularly since that
time—the last installment baviiy
-boen received two months ago  The
Beeretary made a clumsy attempt to
‘cunceal hig corrnption or to provide
a shield for himsell in the eveut ol
discovery at the expense of his wile
honor, by eansing the money to pass
throngh Lis wife’s bands. This ars
rangement continued np to the death
of the first Mrs. Belknap.  Afier
that ovent even this flimsy cloak was
Jaid aside and the annuity was paid
directly to the Secretary of War.—
Tire omnity of a man whom General
Belknap had dismissed from the ser,
wvice brought the transnction 1o the
dma of an Algbama  Congressman
and the Committes cn 1 xponditures
in the War Depurtinent tiaced
auatter until Tuursduy, when thew
labors termivated in the resignation
amd impeachment ot one of the high
est officers of the Government of the
United States, Tho case seems to
bave been made out so slrongly tha!
no defense was possible. The man
who' bought the appointment was
Lirought, an unwilling witness, before
tbe Committee and rather than com-
mikperjury, gave the history of the
wholé transaction. Contronted with
Mareh the Secretury could do noth-
ing but make contession of his guilt,
aFdask for the mercy which eonld
not'be shown. Knowing that im-

llmeut wag inevitable if he re
mmned in office he eonght to avoid
it by ﬂulguing his position in the

Oghinet, The President attempred
tg t him to evade justice by ace
cim his resignation the moment

it was tendered. Forgetting what ho

bad said in the case of Oolumbus

Delano when charges of corruption

wore ponding against that man aae
Boearetary of the Interior, vizz Lt
fio officer of the Govermwent would
bUparmlltod to resign while under
fire,” thoe President Lastenod to uc-
cept the resignation of a high officer
wheihad  been proven guilty of the
grosgest corruption,in order to shield
im from the punishment which e

Qol‘lcllly mweriied. Gen. Grant can~

ot bo condemned too suverely for his
twhﬂilct In this case. If his design
bad-enceeeded the BSecretary of War
wonld iave been permitted to retire
from oflice and escape tho only puu
ishmont' which oan avail to check the
qlwed of which he had been proven

gli}ty. . It is true that Genersl Belk,

m_;mlld bave beon indicted and

teied in the Courts for accepling a
bribe, but the chances aro that he
would have finally escaped through
the law’s delays and the influgnoe
of the President which would have
shielded "him ns it lag just saved
Babcock, For ayaan oceupying his

quon and guilty of bLis offense
there is but one punishment, and that

punishment must be admlmstorud by
the verdiet of a high Court of Iw-
poachment. I[ortunately the firms
ness of the Dlemocratic majority +u
the Houeeof Representatives renders
ed the Presidents effort abortive.—
Notwithstanding  his  resignation
Jelknap has been vimpeached and
must ans ar at the bar of the Senate
for his offenses,

As in the Babeock matter the Pro.
gident will and ought to suffer by the
impeachment of Belknap, The cor-
rupt official was his warm personal
friend. Ilis appointments was a sur,
prige to the whole eonntry,  1le was
not w statesman,  lle was not a sol-
dier ot distinction. ITe was simply
o young man who had served credit.
ably in a subordinate capacity during
the war and acquired the friendship
f General Grant. Ilis name was
searcely known ont of the army reg—
isteis and pay rolls, Yet to this
young and obseure man the Presi-
dent gave one of the highest and most
responsible positions under the Gov-
ernment,  Ile was placed at the
head of the army, given entire con—
trol of all military affiirs und entrus~
ted with immenso patronage and the
disbursement of enormous sums of
money.  This untried man was un—
able to resist the temptations whieh
promotion pluced in his path, and fell
from bonesty and from honor. He
traflicked in oflices, and made mors
chandise of his patronage. At last
deteetion and exposure cume, and he
uppealed to the President for protec
ton.  The Piesidont, whe had just
proclaimed thar no oflicial would e
permitted to resign while under five,
who hna just seen his Private Secre
tary under indietment for conspiring
to detrand the Government, who
krew that the air filled with
churges of corruption, who snew that
the people were growing indignant
at witnessing, duy after day, the cs—

wis

Pewpe of men who despoiled them, the

President made indecent husto to aes
cept the resignation of his favorite,
and to sereen him from impeachiment
wd punislinent,

It can that for the firs
time in the history of the nation a
member of tha Cabiuet has been ar-—
raignued before the Senate for the com
mission of high erimes and misde-
It can also be snid that for
'ne first time history of the

ation the President of the United
States, knowing the guilt of a Oabi-
net officer, hias songht to shield

from ponishment.
.-

Grant's Masterly Mova to Throttle
Investigation.

be said

Hennors,

the

him

The President receommends  the
wosecution of Marsh, the witness
]
whoso testimony  haa revealed 1he

most plaring and  outrageous frand
that ever disgraced the history of a
people.  Why this receommendation)
Does such nction tend §) advgico the
enuse ol jus! 1cef

Marsh wus ex anined on belialf of
the Government, and testified to tacts
which tended to eriminate himeself,—
This testimony he eould not have
been eompelled to give. It is the
universal practice of the Courts,
tounded upon sound policy, to graut
imuunity  to  those accomplices in
crime who are used by the Stato as
witnesses for the convietion of more
prowinent offnders.  Change  this
rule, publish to the world that wit-
uess who testify against high officials
are to have arrayed against them-
selves the power of the Government,
and the rvesult will be that ng one
will ever again bo found so bold ag
to idipenchi tho character of g friend
of Gen. Giant, Maigh s insignifi~
cant yod ‘uonknown, and thongh big
guilt bo as dark as Erebus, it i8 bot—
ter that e ghould go vnscathed than
that the role, which {8 more potent
that all other ngunciea 1o the discoy
ury, and hengo i the provention of
| erime should be violated.

But for the circumstances, pointing
with nnerring certainty to the op—
posite conelusion, wo would gladly
infer that this recommendation was
an error of judgment, Wo find,
however, the President interposing
the shicld of his power to prevent the
impeachment of Belknap, to provent
the action of a tribunal whose thatlg—
ment he could not nullify, and iw-
wediately afterwards warning Marsh
of his danger instead of assuring him
of eafety. Tho result is entirely nas
tural, and perbaps was anticipated.
Marsh has fled, and the Attorney
General may find bimself without
suflicient testimony to establish the
guilt of Belknap in a Criminal Court,
and the Sevnate will lack evidence tor
his impeachinent. “Lot no guilty
man escape.”—Charleston Newa aud
Courier,

*ray———— -
Rebeson’s Courtesy.

In July last Mre. Belknap, wife of
the then Secretary of War, arranged
a yachting excursion for herself nnd
some of her society friends. The
only tronble was about a yacht. The
Seeretary did not number one among
his possessions, not having had an
opportunity to obtain one from any of
liis bribe givers; and it would not
be exactly the thing tor & Cubinot
ludy to eail in a hired vessel, or even
in a chartered steamer, Busides, the
expense would be a serivns conside-
ration to n fumily that was sirngruling
along on $5,000 a year,

In this dilemima, Mrs. Belknap
sought counse! of that pure and vir—
tuons oflicial, Seer v Robeson, and in-
timated to him that tie loan of a
government vessel wonld lend ecelat
to ber proposed voyage. Robeson
promptly pliced at her disp sal the
uited Statea steam frigae Powliat.

The pleasure party,. consisting
of Mra. Belknap, herchild and nurse,
eeven lady friends, and a war depart-
ment clerk as her escort and mes—
sanger, embarked on board the Puow-
hatan at the Brooklyn navy yard, on
July 27, 1875.

The frigate proceeded first to New
London, Conn., where the party re-
mained for ten days, and where Mrs:
Belkvap excited great admiration
both by her atyle and her flirtations.
She then visited Newport, then Murs
ragansett ier, then steamed back to
New York again, and up the Hadson
to West Point, wherao a stay of sev—
eral days was muade,

At this point the Powhatan, which
is une of the largest and most  effee
tive ships in tho navy, was recalled
by the department and orvdered to
prepare tor active duty in the waters
ol Ilayti, then
anticipated, growing out of the oflicia!
misconduct of  another
proteges,

an.

where trouble was

of  Grant’s

But notwithstanding the ship was
under posiiive sailing ordora, Mre.
Belknap was unwilling to end hor
pleasure trip so abruptly. She posted
oftf to Washington, enw Sceor
gon, and actually prevailed upon him
to countermand the Powhustan’s sail-
ing orders. ‘I'he Swatara was conse-
quently snbstituted und despatehed
to the West Indies, while the Pou-
hatan remained at Mus.
cotnmautida,

[tabe—-

Belknap’s

The Powhatan is one of the moet
powertul eruisers of our poor navy
Her vouning expenses are not less
than $18,000 a month. Yet Secor
Robeson and Mrs, Belknap managed
to keep her out of gervice whon
o was reully wanted, and to truns
form ber into an excursion barge for
8 party of women and children,

— - O~ — —

A sciantific authority says that a
roperly qualitied old rgm never
Lutla without first backing, Thia js
trae; and from the way the Damos
aiatig Congress has been going back,
it will soon butt the guble end off of
gomething.

A}

Selling “he Traderships.

The St. Louis Times publishes on
the authority of a man who has been
engaged in frontier trading for the

 past cighteen years some very inter-

esting facts connected with that busi-
ness, e says that Ovvil Grant, tle
brother of the 1’vesident, has been
interested with Delkuap in disposing
of the trading pests for money. Orvil
Grant, shortly after the appointment
of Belknap as Sceretary ot War, vis-
ited most of the posts on the frontier
and cancelled all the liconses issued
by Secretary Rawlins. Durfee and
Peck, two government transportation
agenis on the frontier, held the prina
cipal sutlerships at this time, and
were astonished at the nnexpected
change.  Mr. Peck investigated the
matter, and found Orvil Grant had
full authority from the Seeretary of
War to dispose of all trading posts ns
hethonght fit.  Mr. Peck applied to
Orvil Grant for aathority to retain
pusts where his firmn had invested
large sums of money in buildings and
goods, and would agreo to it only on
terms of so much ensly down and a
certain share of the profits; precisely
the same arrangement that existed
between Marvsh and Evans & Oo. at
Fort Sill. - Peck refused to eomply
with these terms, and others received
the appointments at ort Bufurd and
Ifort Pacl:,

A. C. Leighton was appointed sut~
ler npon the tecms proposed by Orvil
Grant, but the bonas required was
su large that ho lost money, ad snb-
sequently offered to sell ty Durfee &
Peck. The agreed to buy,
but Leighton had first to obtain pers
mission tosell from Orvil Grant, This
the fatter refused, and made cnsier
terins with Leighton,

The Fort Sully tradership was tak.
en from Duarfece & Peek and given
to John 1. Athey paid all
the money he had to get the post,
wnd was obliged to make terms with
Durlree & eck to manage and run
it. The latter tirm leased from him
and carried on the bLusiness for a
year, when the profits aceruing to
Athey enabled bim to manage the
business himself,

Durfee & Peck had the tradership
at Iort Sill, but it was given to Evans
& Co.  Durlee & Peck attempted to
carry on  busingss opposition to
Lvans & Co., but the officers of the
post were fuorbidden to give the sol-
digrs orders on any firm bt Evans &
Co., and they were toieed to abans
don the pest.  Orvil Grant went so
tar in lhis opposition to Duarfee &
Peck that he forbade those to whom
he gave appointments to purchase
the goods or buildings belunging to
that firm.  Ourvil
arrangement with the ioterior dq-

latter

A s
J‘\Li'l'\.-
o
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Grant also had an
partment *hy  which  he cantrolled
many of the Indian  trading posts.—
Thoase in the snme
manoer as the sutlerships—to the

he aisposed of

highest bidder.

Orvil Grant habit of
vis Ling taemilitary posts and Indian
rrading stations every year to colloct
woney due him and his partner Beolk
nap, und for this purpose he had au-
thority from Sceretary Belknap to
deaw any wilitary posts for
ambulunces, teamms, and such aid as
he might reqnirve, Hlis authority was
Eenoer lll]_\’ I‘(-.{!ngllizul, and he
greatly feared all along the frontier.

The anthority tor thesoe stutements
is Dr. Terry, who has been for many
years past nctively connceted with
the firm of Durtee & Peck, and
who has spent much of his life
on tho frontier. lle says that the
Congressional cominittee will open
up arich lead if thoy will investigate
affaire nt IY ult Butord,

il B - A——

was in the
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The (u,ul#;m Legislature bas ad-
journed without enlling for a general

convention. No harm done, and no
capital for the Northern “bluu(]y
ghirt” Republicans.

How Many More 7

The demoralizition whieh followed

not ceased yot.  Lach day brings us |
ted or ot old eorruption revealed,—
The highest ofices, which nono but
the pnrest in the Imad should fill, are

oceupied by swindlers, We need, per-
liaps, not be wiueh astonished o see
a newly emanciputed slave whoge
former position was not favorable tg
moral — development,  play  pathey
itis put in his power to make an cusy
living, plenty of money and no worke

the greatest oflices in the government,
it affeets by  reflex action the whole
vation and we feel that we are to a
certain cxtent responsible for having
solected such public servants, and we
consider onr good standing as a na-
tion imperilled. Revelations follow
each other with startling rapidity, —

The Emma Mine scandal seems to bo
now fixed on Minister Schenck; thore
is no doubt that he reccived somg
$50,000 to give English ecapitalists
confidonce in the stack by having his
niame connected with ity a  Minister
at a foreign conrt who should repre—~
sent the good character of his people
:'.hru:'l_d. Then came in quick sue—
cession the uncovering of

ouverations; Dabeock, the President’s
private Seerotary, was aeqnitted by
a8t Louis jury, but there are but
few people who do not think that he
was the sonl of the plot at Washing—-
ton.  But he hind to be saved at any
risk, tor if Dubeock was euilty Grant!
could not be irnocent.  Pierrepont,,
the Attorney General—and here is
another Dyer,
Missouri,

outrace—sends  for
| the Distriet Attorney for
| anil worms out of
prosecntion against Babeuek, and the
names ol witnesses and the natare of
the evidence, and communicates
them to Storrs, the leading
for

him his

connsel
A bLeautifal pictnre
for an Attorney General, The Bub-
cock exeiteurent has not subsided ba-
fore there is another thunderclap,
the bribery ot Belknap, the Secreta—
vy of War, an officer of the Presi-
dent’s Gabinet; he received $20,000
fraom one Muish to secure to him the
post traderships at IPort 8ill and other
army posta in the Sonthwest,  Dejk-
nap eonfesses, resigns and the Presie

Biubeoek.

dent immedintely aceepts his resiv—
nition, so s,
impeachment

il possible, to prevent

Being  represented
by corruptoflicers at home, by swind
lers abroad, we can bardly expeet
admission iuto the society of civilized

nalions, Thero is a gool doal of
Centenninl work ahead,
“ e
A Sranrniva Ysrisrare.—The New

York Balletin makos this startling
estimate of the lusses to property and
trade by eorrupl government;

YAfier n!.uum for the fuevitahle
addition to the taxes lll'ibillg Trom

war expenditures, it inay be salely
estimated that for the last ten  yenrs
the taxes, including all  kinds, have
been swelled by corrapt politieal ins
flusnces at the rate of £230,000,(00 a
year, If this csbimato be correct, weo
have paid within one decule a\_;,aUO,
000,000—an amount sufliciont to ox-
tinguish the whole national debt and
equal to four years net esrnings of
the nution—-as the penalty tolerating
political uurrnp!i-nu.’
o Y S —
The I’:L,wuiunl; has decided to re-

tain Babeocek, Cant ex-Gov. Moscs,
got an appointment by the Presi-
dent, lie is o game Roopster,

& — -
The (mv:-rnm(.nt sties the Now

York, New Ilaven and  ITartford

IRatlroad for 300,000 unpaid taxes,
s sl AT
Beecher calls Bowen a  dismal

swamp. Ho probably wishes ho would
“dl'y "p." b

looeely with the commandments when |

the frauds (™ :
of the Whiskey Ring in the Waat,|titan Governor.

which reveuled gicantic fraudulent |

vlaus of |

| throwing their

19
ol

Chamberlain M and Pnrhr
It is generally kno*n t.hpt. ﬁl!?s G,

in the wake of our great eivil war has | Parkery of “Pavker’s haul” notoialy

wns.convieted in a eivil auib; and'n

in evidence of naw bribery commits |jndgment entered against bim foF, fo-

| franding the State to the amount of
875, 000 which is only 50 poy’. céﬂt of
the money which he stole.  Parker
wasreleased from  jail upon habeas
corpus by anintimate friend of Gham-
berlain, and in an improper way, 4s
(tho Supreme Court has decided.  Af-
ter his release, Parker was again av-
restod on o umnnnl chargo for this
frand, and gave bail in the small aum
of Bz,bnl} for his appearance “when
called. Sinde Lhis Uime o Hig ioaied

[ty
When, however, corruption invadeg | in New Jersy.

Now, tho report comes-to-us, with
how much truth wo do not know,
that Pavker hos written to frionds in
Columbia expressing his willinguess
to return and tell all that he knows,
provided he ¢an geot immunity. It is
further assorted that ho says that tho
Lostimony of Captain Ladd, given in
tho trinl of Parker, ia truo, It will
be remoembered that the amount miss~
ing from the troasury wus aboyt
§450,000, and Captain, Liadd testified
that Parker vecgived $150,000, Chan-
borlain 50,000, and other variops
sums, making the amount of doficit,
The jury returned a verdict in accord.
ance  with the testimony, and, of
coursu, Lhis vordiet loaves a clogd
rosting upon the faic fame of our Ry~
That Parker is in
New Jersoy, is asserted and, wo bgs
iove, admitted, o offers Lo retuyh
and make a clonn breast of ity if im-
munity be granted, If Chamberlaip
is slandered, why does he not grant
the immunity—let Puavlker refupp—
give tho history of his thieving,and
convict the other robburs? - But let us
tako another view of this matter.—
Parker is a fugitive [rom: justice~he
is in New aersoy, Why dooes not
Governor Chinmberlnin make p yequiy
sition for him and bring him back to
Columbia?  We leave these questions
be answered by Demoerats who are
hats in tho aipg and
ghouting hosannas Lo Chamberluin,
If Parker is waunted he can by luund‘.
But just heve is the vub,  Would tho
party in power like to soe Parker
again in Columbia?. Wouds ave lepves;
gentlomen—doecds are fruits,  Doplt
tell us you would like to sce him, buy
prove it to us by yowr ::.cl.ious.-—i
Liaurensvillo Herald, a
— s> RN

A Boy Scarep ro Deatn—In Now
York, on Thursday, William 8. 1’m{-
sons, aged 15 yoara, who was sicl, was
given by his father a quantity of nco-
nite in mistake for his vegnlar medi-
cine,  1le told the boy of this and e
was 80 badly frightened that he diefd
immedintely.  Physicians were culled
and said that the boy d ed from heart

discase, the resnlt of luwhl,
- " Y

In Jones Connty, Gu., rome days
sinco Charles 19, Bivd killed his broth-
er Ploas. G, Bird. The killing seems
to have been done in sell defense. Thé
ovidence before thoe coroner's jury
shows that they were both drunk and
that Plens, on Charles
with a piece of lightwood, and Charles
defended himsell with o knife.

B el s L M
A \mv Y(Jlk lotlor says:

vogetables and fruits are boginning to
crowd the city markew. Grecn pons

wis rashing

Southoern '

from Flovida ave solling at §4.50 Lo 85

por erate, and cucumbers at from $5
Lo 86 per dozen; lottuco 50 ter 75 conlg

por dozen; strawberrvios $4 to §5 per.

quart. DBermuda polatoes arvoe also

lmbm:mw to mako thoip appcmnncu
— - —
The case of Hoge, the Congreau—-

mau, goes to the committee without

any dc,fmme, and ng a consequence:

Hoga will be ruled out,
camh e

The Now Iiumpslnm Hepublicans
think tho Bolknap bombshell comos
at a most unfortenate Liowe.

————— — -
h(‘\mdy Johuson was mslucd for
$100,0005 Charles O'Conver is wortly

a million. ¢
- e A - =
Whon wo road ol Bowoen, Bddcher,

Babeock and Belknap, wo woll may
inquire, “Can sueh things B?"”

.
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