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| A @Glance at "0ld Pickens,”

The general aspect of things about
¢Old Pickens” to day strongly cons
tra~ts with its appearance fifteen or
twenty years ago—then at the zenith
of its ante bellum prime and impor-
tance as a country town, now all tum-
bled down and abandoned,

. ‘The dividing of P’ickens District
shortly after tike wav into Pickens
and Oconee countics, and the conse«
quent removal of the county seat,
sorved to ulterly annibilate the old
town All the old residents, as by
-one impulse and secmingly actuated
by a determination in commeon to ro-
gide at a “conrt liouse,” migrated at
once and settled exclusively in Wal-
halla and New Pickens, maioly in the
latter place. As a cousequence, a
wonderful depreciation in value of
town property forlowed and mostt, if
not all, the old lots changed hands for
a mere trifle. As an instance, one
lot of two acrcs, on which was a
ood dwelling with a store rvom at-
tached, sold fur only $20. The Court
llouac and Jail, and nearly all the
store licuses and dwellings were torn
down and moved away, und now only
a fow weather beaten and desolate
houses, and most ol these in the Jast
stages of delapidation, remain to re-
mind vue of the former life or pre-
tentions of the place.  In fuct, every
thing hus degenerated to so great an
extent that the few remaining races
aud relies would seare ly exeite the
cuiious interest of tie passing slran .
ger. The large hotel  building
stunding vet, but is st going 1o ruin
and the absence of all the door and
window shutters and sash gerves but
o " heighten  the gloominess ol the
“picture.  Ouly ons business sign e
mains—that of the old  Lotel !).‘II',
which holds on to the wall with
tenneious  grip as if onconscious ol
the fact that the ®spirits” have flown.
The old scademy is yot to bo seen g

is

and  the town eounld at one tine
boast of a fAourishing High School,

which is an easy and sule infercnec
when it is known that the Itev, J. L
Kennedy was its principal. It may
ba added in this connection thal
youi townsmar, O, IL P. Fant, Bsq.
once trained the young idea of this
Lieulity “how to shoot.” There was
never but one chinreh immediately in
the place, a neat and substantial
brick structure, which was oviginally
intended for the use of the various
denominations, but it was used al
most exclusively hy the Presbyteri-
uns unlil Jate years, when they aban-
doned it. Very lately it has been in
corporated in a Methodist Mission of
the South Carolina Conlerence, and
a strong membership has been alyeas
dy established,

This is a remarkably healthy lo-
cality, a flne grain growing scetion
and, singe the war, a considerahle
quaotity of cotton is raised. There
are no stores nearer than Cential Sta
tion and Sencca City, on the Air Line
Railroad, each ten miles distant; aud
this fact together with the natural re
sonrces of the surrounding conntry,
mako this place a splondid opeuing
for a country store. A morchant of
Beneea City, ‘who, it wounld seem,
was encouraged by these inducements
hag. very recently opened n general
stock of goods here and is doing a
profitable business. A store at Old
Pickens is somothing of a novelty,
andithe “natives” hail its advent with
rejoicing. ' 'The offect is amnging and
particularly pleasing to the propries
tor.

"About five families of white people
and about as many of negroes are
living in the old place at present,
none of whowm, however, resided with-
in the incorporation prior to the
“breaking up,” save, perhaps, one
old negro man (Ge rge) who **belone
‘ad to P. Alexander ’lore mancipas
tion”  George owns the largest pait
of Old Pickens now, and ono broad

BII:II]G, betokemng an inward consci

ousness of his thrift, irradiates his
sable features when ho tells us thst
‘llnnga is turned ’round nightly,”
[o rejoices in lis freedom and vo'es
the “publikin® ticket.

To. meditate upon  the past prose
perity of the vld town and upon the
character of its former citizens, is a
reflection of some interest, but it is
& melancholy retrospeet. It has a
boat it much of that feeling which
results from the contemplation of de-
cay and ruin,  There is an eloquence
in decay, but itis a sad eloquence,
and growth has more of vital interest
than decline, even us we gaze with
more pleasure upon the verdency of
youth than upon the deerepancy of

declining years. Kreowee,
Y Y= -—

A Groomy Pierure ror tne Nowrn,
The Augusta Constitutionalist speak-
of o convorsation had with Senator
Bayard, of Delaware, says:

Mi. Bayard says that the people of
the South have but a faint eonception
of the distress nt the North. 1le de-
clured that, in his opinion, where one
man is sufleving from poverty here,
men are sufforing much more boyond
our confines in the “loynll” States.—
There can bo no question that this is
true, and for our part, we look for an
aggvavation of the woe, Bast and
West, long belore tho grim wirtor
shall velax its iey grasp. A gentles
man in this city told us that real os-
tate near Contral Park, New York,
tor which 125,000 had beerr paid two
yours ago, less 0 mortgage of $35,000,
was offered him for the mortgagoe
Mr. Bayard, in confirmation
ol that statement, said he had
it announced in New
Wil not

alone,
heard
Yok thiat there
a sccond mortgage on any
property, in the metropolis and vicin-
ity, which was worth the paper it was
written an,  Ile remarked, too, that
these wero gomo of the results of the
war, that made men almosé curse
themselves for being misled in 1860-
Gl assert. that this
teeling will grow as timo rolls on,
D+

Tie wav I DITO 5 ARE I}:summl'
kb —"1"he editor of the Albemarls Tim-
es hnve Ycat their eye teeth” in the
nowspaper business, and now dis-
course thusly :

“IMappiness now—herealter wailing
and gnashing of teoth. Wo were
very green when we started the nows-
paper business. A gourd vino was
ripe compared to us. We are good
and mellow now. Those who get tho
Times pay in advance. In the mean
time all the fellows who soaped us out
of a yearasubseription are happy. At
least we hope so,  Anyhow they had
better be for hereafter thore will be
wailing and gnashing of teoth. As
cold waterto a thirsaty man, so is back
pay from an oid subseriber to an edi-
tor,”

We venture to

- -
Dias nps.— Previona Lo Huom-
boldy's exploration of the Ural and
Altai be called attention Lo the pro-
bable oxistence of the diamonds in
those regions, and his expedition in
1820 was the immediato cause of Lhml
discovery.

Floxible itacolumite is plentiful in
Spartanburg county.  Whenever this
rock oceurs in tho Brazils, the Ural
and the Enst Indias, the dinmonds is
a stendy companion, and at somo
future day devolopments may lead to
a discovery of the diamond ficlds in
our midst. Not mo surprising than
the fact that in I8567, pearls of the
sizo of o No, 4 shot woero discovered
in the shelds of Unios (fresh water
muscles) in o stream on the line of
Southwestern Spartanburg and Greon-
ville county.—Geological Stato Sur-
voy.

-

The I*mnnun] Chronicle states that
there have boen failures Lo the amount
of #181,000,000 during the past nine
months, of which South Carolina eon-

tributed two and a balf millions!
‘-
ihwnwlle is extonding hor bordoers,

Survoyor Johneon has laid oat twonty
three lots between the Laurens and
Spartanburg roads, on a commanding
eminonce, and in full view of the
drive to Lownde's Hill,

-Congress on

From the New York Meroury.
Aleck Stephens;

Stephens  and  Randolph— Dying  for
2wenty Years—A Congressional Re—
miniscence— A Vietory Over Grow.

A dispateh from Georgla prematus
roly announcing that this venerable,
crratic geniils was suddenly attacked
by dangerous discase, and was in a
eritienl eondition, furnished our cor—
respondent fn opportunity (o relato,
from his own experience, some inter—
esting rominiscences of o remarkable
man, Aleck Stephens has been, like
Randolph of Roanoke, dying for
nearly thirty years, and yet contin-
ued throngh all this time, and in spite
of his moribund condition, to take an
important and prominont part in all
the grave public events that twenty
yearssince L first saw him on the floor
of the I[Touse of Represontatives at
Washington, 1Ilis physical weakness
was 8o marked that everybody spoke
about it, and all doubted his ability
to live through tho session, which
ended Mareh 4, 1875.  But the hack-
men and umim'Lukcl's in tho city knew
him better. Thoy all said that Ste—
phons was an umposter in the matter
of health, that for ten years previous
hie hud pretended to bo dying, rais—
ing the hopes of the undertakers and
cab drivers for lucrative employment
at a big Congressional furnal, but had
always choated them out of it by ever
sceming to bedying, and yet never
dying. 1lo has thus lived on ever
sinee, passed through the fievee con—
test over slavery, secession und the
war, and managed so woll that, al-
though Vice-President of the Confed-
eracy and author of the celebrated
manifesto that “slavery was the cor.
now atone of the new Confoaderation of
American States,” he yet, of all Cone
foderates, attuined the most populari=
ty in the North, and was tho first of
them admitted to a seat in Congress
after the war, and treated with the
highest regard by Republiean mem-
bers, though not acting  with their
party.  But all these things nre rocont
history, and well known, henco they
need not be repeated  here,  But one
ol his conflicts in tho ILouse in ante
war times, and in which a member
from the State of New York was
personally concerned, is worth tell-
ing.

Orsamus B. Muatteson represented
the Utiea Distriet, and served on tho
Committoc on Pensions, A My, 'T ‘ripp-
lett, & pension agent at Washington,
had compiled & volumo of thoe laws
and regulations concorning peusions,
and of decisions of courts relating
thoreto, and this book he wase anxious
to sell to the Government, Congreess
man Matteson exorted himself stren
uously in favor of Tripplett’s worlk,
und he carried through Congress an
approprintion for its purchase, at a
fixed price per volumo. It leaked out
subsequently that this price was o
trifle higher than the retail prico at
which the boolk sold at tho storoe, and
that the excoss wont to My, Matteson
ag compensation for his lnbors, Charg
es were prelerred  on these facts,
and a committee appointed to invos-
tigate thom.  Aleck Stephens was the
Chairman of that committee, nnd Ga-
lusha A. Grow, of Pennsylvania, ono
of the members, The committee mado
LwWo reports, ono by Stephons, 1o ex-
pel Matteson for corruption, the othor
by Grow, to censure him only fo
careless conduct in allowing himself
to bo found out. This occurred in
18567. Grow wans a new convert to
Republicanism, having changed ovor
from o Demoerat only in the proevious
the Kansas Nebraska
troubles, and he determined Lo win
his spurs as onoe of the leaders of tho
now party in conducting the defonse
of Matteson, also a Ropubliean, I'ho
contest in  tho Ilouso rested solely
upon Stephons and Grow, and they
were well matehed.  They arve both,
when under excitement, oxcoedingly
passionate, the voice of each is shrill
and piercing, their orntory aggressivo
and evon violent, but Aleck had the
bost of it, as hie fought on tho side of
honesty against bribery, Never did
tho most robust and powerful man

ey
LR L]

shing brightor in debate than Stephans

on that occaawn thoufrh tho hand of
gtim death seemed already upon him,
The donunciation of the turpitude of
Matteson’s crimo was a burst of such
fiery cloquencoe as is seldom heard in
Congress. 1Ilis lithe frame shoolc nor-
vously, and appeared as if falling ass
under, as he turned his brilliantly
beaming  eyo upon Matteson and
pointed his lank, bony finger in crush

ing scorn abl the accused, Tho Re-
publicans had a majority, and Banlks
was Speaker, yet all the eflorts of
Grow were invain.  Stepbens earvied
tho House with him, and Malteson

wasexpelled. It was one of the most
extraordinary parlinmentary trinmphs
ever achioved, and will bo long res

membered by those who were present

at the time.
e D

Eoma.ntm Divoree Gase

The young wife of the Grand Duke
Alexis, ol Russin, son ot the Czar, has
just been divorced by the tribunal of
St. Petersburg. She was a Ilessian,
and in that quality has been accepted
by the Bmpress Maria Alexandrevnn
agamail of honor. Iler majesty was
rapidly eaptivated by her young coun~
trywoman who speedily beeams hLer
fuvorite. Another conquest of still
greaterimportance awaited the young
lady in the Muscovite Impire. Not
absolufely pretty, but endowed with
that grace which bewitehes more than
beauty, poseessing a charming figure
and an incomparable clegance, she in-
spired the young Grand Duke with an
irresistible passion.  One evening the
Empress anw enter her apartment the
muid of honer bathed in tears, who
throwing herself av her Majestys feet,
avowed her love, and besought the
Czarina's consent to  the marriage.
that same nighu the young hady
put into o railway carviage, and, un-
der good escort, condueted to the fron
tier, whilst the Grand Duke Alexis
recoived orders Lo rejoin his ship, But
the Czar had reckoned without the
determination of the two lovors,  1'ho
Prince eseaped; rejoined his fiance
beyound the Rhine, and married her in
Gierman  territory, notwithstanding
the pavental fulminations; and then
left with her for Ameriea, The ro-
mance lasted two years, and nothing
could bend the determination of the
Emperor nor restore his son Lo his fas
vor, when theinfluenco of the Empress
being brought to bear on his son, de~
termined tho latter to accept his faths
or's conditions and it was decided
that the Grand Duke should consent
to a divorce, resumo his situation in
tho Russian navy, and an annuity
should bo sottled on the heroine of
tho romance, It was immediately
after that the Prince was in London
with the Czar.

(Lt
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A b’rm IN 11 BRrookLyN ScANDAL,
—The belief prevails in  Brooklyn
tihat  Loader will be tried on the
charge of perjury in the seandal ense
and that Mrs Tilton will be the prin
cipal witness against him, Mr Beaach
and Mr. Fuollerton hiad an interview
with Distriet Attorney Dritton on
Friday, and it was presumed that an
attempt was being made in behall of
Mre. Moulton for the indictment of

Mr Beecher on a charge ol lllu.l
et ) ———

A man rushed brmuh!esuly into a
lawyer's office in St. Paul, and, ap-
proaching the legal luminary, cxcited .
ly remarked :

“A mnon has tied a hoop to my horss
es tail.  Can I do anything?” ©Yes,”
replied the attorney; “go and untic it”
This was good advice and only cost
tho man five dollars,

G s i

Mr Bennott’s yateh won the ocean
race; and i My, Bennott does not imi-
modiately print a map either of himsell
or the ocenn, we shall bo forced to the
unweleome conclusion that ho has for=
gotton the rudiments of journalism
and had botfer ship before the mast of

an oyster boat at once,
- - e
I’met:nI.y i3 a blossing to the go d,
but a curso to the evil,
— ) A —

Dan Voorhiess' son James is about
to essay the part of Hamlet on the

“'l‘erm Haute stage.

A Story of Divorce,

It may not be generally known,
says the Cincinnati I} “nquirer, yet it is
probably true, that the novel ot “East
Lynne,” although written in 12 ngland
had the ground work «f its story
in a singular marriage which took
place in this city, the notiee and the
attending cirenmstances at the time
being copicd by almo t every paper
in the country. The matter was
about a: follows: A Mr. J. M., a
clerk in o down town house, fell in
love with a young lady whose father
was o well to do SBecoud Street fers
chant, and afier a proper season of
attention the couple were marricd,

Both soon  found out that they
were not Lappily mated, and after a
marringe  of seven years, during
which time they had three children
two boys and a girl, they mutually
agreed to the hugband a_ piying for a
Lill of divoree, on the ground of in—
conpatibility of temper. The divorce
was granted; and the wife went home
to her father, who throngh endorsing
lost his business and all his property
The danghter’s and his own misfor
tunes weighed so heavlly upon the
tathers mind that during a moment ol
mental alienation he tovk his own
life, leaving his daughter penniless
and to go through it with the cold
charity of the world ae Lest she eould
Tae woman, a brave little ercature
tricd every way she knew how to
gain an honest livelihood—in taets
working so hard gmiving music lessons
and doing embroidery for her old
school mates that ber health gave
way; and having no money to pay
hier board, must beg, starve or go to
the poor house.  To turn to the othe
side of the picture, the husband, af
ter a few months release from the
marital bonds, again married, and at
the tine of which we spenk had not
only the three children by the first
wife, but also an addition thereto, a
little two year old girl by the sceond
wile. The latter day being all, the
busband advertised for a nurse and
housekeeper, which notice reached
the eye of the first wife, and she, in
her trouble, went to the former part-
ner of her heart, told him of her sad
condition and applied for the position
in bis bouschold. The husband knew
not what to say; but after giving her
ample funds for all immediate wants
asked her to call again at his office
on the following morning promising
to consult his wite about the matter in
the meantime.

Promply as per agreement wifo
No. 1 was on time, as was the huss
band, and from there they went to
the residence, where the two wives
had their first convereation, ending
in the agreement for the first wife to
come and accept the vacant place,
which she did, seemingly delighted

at having a peaceful home over ler
bead, notwithstanding  the  very

slrango circumstances under which

such a shelter was given  Necssity

demanded that the entire past shiould

be obliterated, and the new louse.

keeper treated as any other helper;

that sbe mustk care for the children—

her own ollspring—and the other

child the game as any hived nurse
wonld du; that she must eal at the
gecond table to care for her charges
All these things and even wore hus
mility did the poor woman show,
never by sign, word or look exhibite
ing the least evidence of discontent.
What, however," must have heun the
true feelings of her henrt, when sces
ing another fill the place that she had
onca tried, as she thonght, so hard to
fill. The above is trom the files of
an old Cimeinnatti paper, but the sea
quelyus told us by one conversant
with the whole stranger
langunage than what we have already
narrated. When the cholera was
raging in our city in 1866 the sccond
wife was taken very ill with it, and
being informed by the physician that

fucts, in

ghe could live but a fow honrs at the

most, a8 slio was then in a (.ullnpscd

condition, she asked that all go out
the room, excepting her husband and
housekeepor; when sho told how
much she drended leaving her child
tmongst strangers, and a dying wify
ontreated them both to marry again.
The proposition was a strange ono
but both promised, and a fow months

atterward, when the secon wifo had
been dead a suffleien: fength ol time
not to enuse remarks; the two were
again mareied, hronght together af-
ter a crucl geperation of so many
years and we believe are now living
happily together in a cozy West kind
honse,

- - o b

Arranta, Ga, Nov. 3.—Tha
stockholders of the Air Line Railrond
met and the followine board was el-
ected ! A. 8. Buford, President.
Directors: Austell, Alexander, Mad-
dox, Earle, (.‘-umnﬁl, Clayton, MeAd~
den, Wilson, Southerton, Dubarry,

Roberts, 1Toward,
B P — T3

Iufidel T'raree turns the Sabbath
into a day of grand display, fostivity
ana theatre going. The parke, the
wine gardens, the saloons, the thei-
tres and street shows are all threwn
open on that day,

L -
A nnwInngr;lplmrol artemus Ward
says the genial  humerist  usually

wrote with one lege over the arm of
his chair.  We had always supposed
he wrote with & pen ova peneil; but
to write with one leg over the arm of
a chair not so diflicult as to write
with one arm over the leg of aehair.

—Iluristown Ilerald,
- .

Myrs, C. 11, Iwris (Gl Pretzely
will probably enter the lecture ficld
next dSumimer
conrse on

15

with o humerons diss

“linanece.”
— B A —

l'lftun thousand people \\l[' @0 to
church to see a beantiful girl mar-
vied, but if it rains on Sunday they
Hain’t well.,”
* o

Dio IA.\\ is hag gone to Calitornia
tostay a year. Dio thinks that the
air of the Golden State wiil 1evive
his appetite whichi has vegetated of
late,

—— e el
“1‘:103 cnli these flats; nium,”? eaid
a Fifth avenve porter to a lady inves-
tigating the new I hiouaes,
“eause of the kind of people who
takes 'em for

rench

homes !”
Ex - X3

Poasun g!m_\, is the name of a rnral
town in Bartholomew connty Indiana,
It is a foretaste of paradise as a placo
of residence for colored brethren.—
Uhi(:il.lm Times.

———  —

A man who inguired it anybody
had seen anything of his litle boy,
and then said  he looking for
biny stopped at a White street gros
cory, yesterday, at three o'clock and
talked till about five, when he struek
out again in seareh of his son with a

wias

tonching exhibition of parental inters
est —l)nulm:j, Nows.

s,

Here’s a man who knows how
keep o hotel.

o
e lives in Cambridge
City. Indiana, and tukes twenty eight

weekly besides several  daily pa-
pers.
~ s -
A very genteel ‘appearing young

man, wearing kid gloves and enrrye
ing n litho and flexible walking stick,
thought he would have a joko with a
rusty and venerblo farmer on tho
air Grounds last Tuesday alternoon,
“Ilalloo,” said the dandy, “are you
ono of the judges, on hogs?” “Waal,
yaas, walk vight up and let mo look
at you," said tho furmoer, 'That
youth was soon lost amid the crowd,
and no other judges on
him,—Woonsockot Putviot,

- - D -
“Man,” says Victor Ilu;{n, “ywas LIl
conundrum of the eighteenth century:
woman is the conumdrnm ol the nine«
teenth century.”  We can’t guess hor,
but wo'll up-—no
nevor!

old

SWine saw

never give hor

L X3



