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The whole rural world is in a fer-
ment of unrest, and there is an ub-

paralleled volume and {ntensity of de-

termined, If not angry, protest, and an
ominous swarming of occupational con-
ferences, Interest groupings, political
movements and propaganda. Such a
turmoil cannot but arrest our atten-
tlon, Indeed, it demands our careful
study and examinatlon, It 18 not llke-
ly that six willion aloof and ruggedly
independent men have come together
and banded themselves Into actlve
unlons, societies, farm bureaus, and so
forth, for no sufliclent cnuse,

Investigation of the subjlect conclu-
slyely proves that, while there 18 much
overstetement of grievances and mis-
conception of remedles, the farmers
are right In complaining of wrongs
long endured, and right in holding that
It 1s feasible to relieve their (s with
benefit to the rest of the community.
This belng the cnse of an Industry
that contributes, In the raw material
form nlone, about one-third of the na-
tlonul annual wealth production and
18 the means of llvellhood of about 49
per cent of the populntion, it 18 ob-
vious that the subject Is one of grave
concern. Not only do the farmers
make up one-half of the nation, but
the well-belng of the other Lulf de-
pends upon them,

So long as we have natlons, a wlise
politelal economy will alm at a large
degree of natlonal self-sufliclency and
gelf-containment. Rome fell when the
food supply was too far removed from
the belly. Llke her, we shall destroy
our own agriculture and extend our
sources of food distantly and precari-
ously, If we do not see to It that our
farmers are well and falrly pald for
their services, The farm glves the
nation men as well as fond, Cltles
derlve thelr vitallty and are forever
renewed from the country, but an Im-
poverighed countryside exports [ntelll-
gence and retains unintelligence.
Only the lower grades of mentallty
and character will remain on, or seek,
the farm, unless agriculture |8 eapable
of being pursued with contentment and
adequate compensation. Hence, to em-

bitter v hmpoverish the former e (o
dry  up o und  eontaminate the  vital |
qonrces of e nadlon,

The war showed sopvinelnely how
depemdent the nation boon they fall
productivity of the tnrms,  Despite

herculean efforts, agricultural produe-
tion kept only an few weeks or months
ahead of consumption, and that only
by Inecreusing the acreage of certnin
staple crops at the cost of reducing
that of others, We ought not to for-
get that lesson when we ponder on
the farmer's problems, They are truly
common problems, and there should
be no attempt to deal with them as
it they were purely selflsh demands
of a clear-cut group, antagonistic to
the rest of the community. Wather
should we conslder agriculture in the
lHght of brond natlonal polley, Just
as we consider oll, conl, steel, dye-
stuffs, and so forth, as sinews of na-
tional strength, Our growlng popula-
tlon and n higher standard of llving
demand Increasing food supplles, and
more wool, cotton, hides, and the rest.
With the disappearance of frea or
cheap fertlle Iand, additional acrenge
and Increased ylelds can come only
from costly effort. This we need not
expect from an impoverished or un-
happy rural population,

It will not do to take a narrow view
of the rural discontent, or to appraise
it from the standpolnt of yesterday.
This 18 pecullarly an age of flux nnd
change and new deanls. DBecause a
thing alwnys has been so no longer
means that it {8 righteous, or nlways
shall be so. More, perhaps, than ever
betore, there ls n widespread feellng
that all human relations can be Im-|
proved hy taking thought, and that It
18 not becoming for the reagoning ani-
mal to leave his destiny largely to
chance nnd natural incldence,

Prudent and orderly adjustment of
production and distribution in accord-
ance wlith consumption s recognlzed
ar wise management In every business
but that of furming, Yet, T venture |
to suy, there I8 no other Industry (n!
which It s so Important to the pub- |
lie—to the clty-dweller—that produe-
tion should be sure, steady, and In-
crensing, and that distrlbution should
be in proportion to the need. The un-
organlzed farmers naturally act blind-
Iy and Impulsively and, In  eonse-
quence, surfelt and denrth, accompn-
nled by disconcerting price-varlitions,
harass the consumer. One vear potu-
toes rot In the flelds hecause of excess
production, and there Is a scarclty of |
the things that have been displnced
to make way for the expnnsion of the
potato acreage; next yenr the punigh.
ed farmers mass thelr fields on gome
fother crop, and potatoes enter the!
i ¢lags of luxurles; and so on, I

Agriculture 18 the greatest and fon:
| damentally the most Important of our
American Industries. The cltles are
but the branches of the tree of na.
‘tional life, the roots of which go deep:
ly into the land, We all flourlsh or
,decline with the farmer, So, when we
of the citles read of the present unl
versal distress of the farmers, of a
gump of aix billlon dollars In the farm
Jyaiue uf their crops in a single year

of thelr {nability to meet mortgages &r
to pay current bllls, apd how, seeking
relief from thelr ills, they are plun-
ning to form pools, Inaugurate farm-
ers' strikes, and demand leglglation
awbollshing grain  exchanges, private
cuttle markets, and the llke, we ought
not hastily to brand them as economuie
heretles and highwaymen, and hurl at
them the charge of belng seekers of
specvial privilege. Rather, we should
ask If thelr tfouble Is not ours, and
st. What can be done to Improve the
situation, Purely from self-Interest,
if for no higher motive, we sghould
help them. All of us want to get back
permanently to “normaley;” but Is 1t
reasonuble to hope for that condition
unless our greatest and most bhasie 1n-
dustry can be put on a sound and solld
permanent foundatlon? The rurmers
are not entltled to speclal privileges;
but are they not right in dewanding
that they be placed on an equul foot-
Ing with the buyers of their products
and with other Industries?
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Let us, then, consider some of the !

farmer's grievances, and see liow far
they are real. In doing so, we should
remember that, while there have been,
and stlll are, Instances of purposeful
abuse, the sublect should not be ap-
proached with any genernl lmputuation
to existing distributive agencles of de-
liberately intentional oppression, but
rather with the conception that the
marketing of farm products lLas not
been modernized.

An ancient evil, and a persistent
one, 18 the undergrading of farm prod-
ucts, with the result that
farmers sell as of one quality Is re-
sold as of a higher, That this sort of
chleanery should persist on any im-
portant scnle In these days of busl-
ness integrity would seem almost in.
credible, but there Is much evidence
that it does so persist. Hven as [
write, the newspapers announce the
suspension of geveral firms from the
New York Produce Exchange for ex-
porting to Germany as No. 2 wheat a
whole shiplond of grossly Inferior wheat
mixed with onts, chaff and the ke,

Another evil I that of tnnceurats
welphlug of foerm produets, which, 1t

"o eharired, 1s sometlmes n mntter of

dishonest intent!on and sowmetines of
prutective policy on tne part of the
local buyer, who fears that he may
“welgh out" more than he “welghs In."”

A greater grlevance Is that at pres-
ent the fleld farmer hns little or no
control over the time and conditlons
of marketing his products, with the
result that he is often underpald for

what the !

his products and usually overcharged |

for marketing service,
ence between what the farmer re-
celves and what the consumer pays

often exceeds all possibllity of justi- |

fication. To clte a single Illustration.
Last year, according to flgures attest-
ed by the rallways and the growers,
Georgla watermelon-rnlsers recelved
on the average 7.5 cents for a melon,
the rallroads got 12,7 cents for carry-
Ing It to Baltimore and the consumer
pald one dollar, leaving 79.8 cents for
the service of marketing and Its risks,
a8 agnlnst 20.2 cents for growing and
transporting. The hard annals of
farm-life are replete with such com-
mentarles on the crudeness of pres-
ent practices,

Nature prescribes that the farmer's
“goods" must be finlshed within two
or three months of the year, while
financlal and storage limitatlons gen-
ernlly compel him to sell them at the
same time, As a rule, other Industries
are in a continuous process of finish-
Ing goods for the markets; they dis-
tribute as they produce, and they can
curtall productlon without too grent
Injury to themselves or the commu-
nity; but if the farmer restricts his
output, It I8 with dlsastrous conse-
quences, both to himself and to the
communlty,

The average farmer Is busy with
production for the major part of the
year, and hag nothing teo sell. The
bulk of his output comes on the mar-
ket at once. Decause of lnck of stor
age facilities and of financlal support,
the farmer cannot carry hils goods
through the year and dispose of them
a8 they are currently needed. In the
grent majority of cases, furmers have
to entrust stornge—Iin warchouses and
elevators—and the tinancial currying
of thelr products to nthers.

Farm products are generally mar-
keted at a time when there 1s a con-
restlon of hoth transportation and
finnnce—when ears and money are
scaree, ‘I'he outcome, !n many Iy
stances, ia that the farmers not only
sell under pressure, and therefore at
& disndvantage, but are compelled to
take further reductlops In net returna,
in order to meet the charges for ihe
service of storing, transporting, financ-
Ing, nnd wultimate marketing—which
charges they claim, are often exces-
glve, hear heavily om both consumer
and producer, and are under the con-
trol of those performing the servicés
It s true that they nre relieved. of
the risks of a chunging mnarket by
selling at once; but they are quite will-

The differ- |

celally ws the enjoyment by the farmer
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Ing to take the unfavorable ' chanre,

It the fuvorable one also jaiticlre-and
they can’ rezatn for | ?1 q&la yar
of :t 108 chargéd thars re vl

WA, with

While, in the miln, the tatmer must
sell, regardless of murket conditious,
at the thne of the muturity ‘of crops,
he cannot suspend productlon In tote.
He must go on producing {f he Is to go
on llving, and It the world 18 to exlst,
The most he can do I8 to curt:il pro-
ductlon a little or alter its foiin, und
that—because he 18 |n the ddrk as to
the prohable demand for his poods—
may be only to Jump from the {rying
pan into the fire, taking the consumer
‘with hira. A e LA

Even the dalry farmers, whoke out.
put 18 not seasonal, cotaptain thiat they
find themselves at a disadvantuage In
the -marketing -of ~thelr -productions,
especlally raw milk, because of the
high costs of distributlon, which they
must ultimately bear. :

n

Now that the farmera are stirring,
thinking, and uniting as never lLefore
to eradicate these Inequalitles, they
are subjected to stern eceénomic lee-
tures, and are met with the acevsatlon
that they are demanding, and nre the
reciplents of, speclal privileges, Let
us gee what privileges the goveriment
has conferred on the farmers, Much
has been made of Sectlon ¢ «f the
Clayton Antl-Trust Aect, which pur-
ported to permit them to combine with
Immunity, under certaln cond.ilons,
Admitting that, nominally, | this ex-
emption was In the pature of a =pectal
privilege-—though 1 think (t wus 20 In
appearance pather than In fact.—we
find that the courts have nullificd It
by judlelal Interpretation. Why should
not the farmers be permitted (o se-
complish by co-operative methods what
other buslnesses are alrendy doine by
co-operation In the form of Incorporn.
tion? If It be proper for men to turm,
by fusion of existing corporaticus or
otherwlise, a corporation that controls
the entire productlon of a commuiiity,

ror a large part of It, why Is it not

proper for a group of farmers to unite
for the marketing of thelr common
products, elther In one or In several
selling agencles? Why should !t be
right for a hundred thousand cornorate
shareholders to direct 25 ov 80 or {0
per cent of an Industry, and wrong for
a  hundred thousand co-operitlye
farmers to control a no larger propor-
tlon of the wheat crop, or cotton, or
any other product?

The Department of Agricultur: ls
often spoken of as a specinl concession
to the farmers, but In its commercial
results, It 18 of a8 much benedlt tn the
buyers and consumers of agrlcultural
products ag to the producers, or even
more, 1 do not suppose that gnyone
opposes the benefits that the furmers
derlve from the educatlonaland re-
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Georgia - Much Valuable Froperty
. and Power Bites Go with Award.

A 5 e ———
(Atlanta QGeorglan,)

Much valuable property for taxi-
tlon purposes as well as geveral val-
uable power sites have been defi-
nitely located In Georgia through
the decision of the United States Su-
preme Court in the boundary line
dispute between the State of Genr-
gia and the State of South Carolina,
it has been pointed out by Attorney
General G, M..Napier. According to
the decision all islands in the Sa-
vannah river and Tugaloo river are
included in the Georgia lines,

**The Supreme Court's decision
means that the several large islands
In the river definitely are awarded
to Georgia, and it means further that
where power sites exist on the Geor-
gla mainland and on the Islands
awarded to Georgia, the entire prop-
erty thus available for power sites
is subject to taxation in Georgia,”
Attorney Goneral Napler explained.

The decision handed down by the
Supreme Court definitely settled a
dispute befween the two States of
more than a hundred years stand-
ing. 'Dhe case was first presented to
the Supreme Court in 1917 by At-
torney General Clifford Walker, bhui
remained unargued until Jan. 3d,
1922, when Attorney Generial Na-
pler appeared hefore that body with
a certifled copy of the original char-
ter granted Oglethorpe by the King
of England., Attorney General Sam-
uel Wolfe arguond the case for Soryh
Carolina. Col. Napier was aided in
preparing the case by Assistant Ar-
torney General Stewart W. Smith
and Judge Thomas 12, Greene, of
Wthens, who prepared the original
brief.

“The decision is a complete vie-
tory for the Siate of Georgia,” de-
clared Col. Napler. “The court up-
held virtually every contention this
State had made in the case.”

The court ruled that the boundary
line should be fixed at midstream
the Savannah river where there are
no islands, but where there are is-
lands, the line should be midway be-
tween the northern banks of the is-
land and the 'South Carolina shore.

South Carolina claimed that the
low water mark on the’Georgla side
of the Savannah river was the boun-
dary line where there were no Is-
lands, and where there were islands

search work of the department, ot the
nelp thot It wives them In workd | oot
Linproved culturnl methods a;ld-'nmc-

thees, 1o developing better ylel@ng va- |
rieties throngh breeding untf_"s‘o eetlon,

fn Interoducing new varletles from re- |
mote parts ol the world 'and awdaptlog |
them to our climate and economle con- ]
dition, and in devising practienl meas- |
ures for the ellmination or control of
dangerous and destructive unimal and
plant diseases, Insect pests, and the
ke, All these things manifestly tend
to stimulate and enlarge production,
and thelr general beneficial effects are
obvious,

1t Ils complalned that, whereas the
Iaw restricts Federal Reserve banks
to three months' time for commerelal
paper, the farmer I8 allowed six
months on his notes, This Is not a
special privilege, but merely such a
recognition of business condltlons as
makes It possible for country banks
to do buslness with country people.
The crop farmer has only one turn-
over a year, whlile the merchant and
manufacturer have many. Incidental
ly, I note that the Federal Reserve
Board has just authorized the Fed-
eral Reserve banks to discount export
paper for a perlod of slx months, to
conform to the nature of the busl-
ness.

The Ffarm Loan banks are polnted
to as an Instance of speclal govern-
ment favor for farmers, Are they not
rather the outcome of laudable efforts
to equnlize rural and wurban condl-
tiong? And about all the government
does there 1s to help set up an ad-
ministentive organization and lend a
l'tle credit at the start. Iventually
tlie farmers wlll provide all the capl-
il and earry all the liabllities them-
gelves. It Is true that Farm Loan
bonds are tax exempt; but so are
honds of munlielpal light and traction
plants. und new housing Is to he ex-
empt irom taxation, In New York; for
ten yeurs.

On the other hand, the farmer reads
of plans {or munleipal housing proj-
eets that ron tnte the billlons of hun-
dreds of 1 'llong annually spent on
the merchan. marine; he reads that
the rallways ore LoIng favored with
tnerensed rates ond victual guaranties
of earnings by th¢ government, with
the result to him of «n ‘necreased toll
on all that he sells anu all that he
buys, He hears of many manifesta
tions of governmentnl concern for pnr-_
tieular Industries and Interests, Ites-
culng the rallways from Insolvency 18
undoubtedly for the benelit of the
country as a whole, but whuat enn be
of more general benefit thun encour-
agement of smple production of the
prineipal necessarfes of life and thelr
even flow from contented proosucers to
aptistied consummera?

While It may be conceded that
wpecinl governmental nld may he nec:
egsary In the general Interest, we must
all agree that It Is difficult to see why
agriculture and the production and dis
tribhution of farm products are not ae-
corded the snme opportunities that are
provided for other businesses; pape-

of sich opportunities wounld appenr to
be even more contributory to the gen
(Continuned on Third Page,)

Trench wars,

shore of the i{slands was
coneeding, that the islands belonged |
10 Gaorgin,

that the low water mark on the north | .
the lince, |

—

job on the farm,
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=TRACTOR :

‘The Tractor will enable the farmer to
work fewer hours in the day, giving hi:n
more time to enjoy life. I believe the trac-
tor will make farming what it ought to be
—the most pleasant, the most healthful,
the most profitable business on earth’.”’

This tractor has done much—very much—
in bringing true Mr. Ford's prophecy; for in
it is a machine which has harnessed one of
the most dependable, efficient, adaptable,
Ii economical sources of power in the world—
a machine that saves from thirty to fifty
|| percent of the farmer’s time — a machine

which many farmers claim plows, harrows
or drills as much ground in the same time
as four, six or even eight horses. And more
—a machine that takes care of every power

Call and let's talk it over, ar telephone or
drop us a card and we will bring the facts to you,

Piedmont Motor Co.

Walhalla, S, C, &% Westminster, S, C.

PHONE 34 '

[

He Said:

L.

As carly ng 1787 the dlspute con-
cerning the boundary line had begun!
and a conference fbetween represen-|
tatives of the two States was held
at ‘Beaufort, 8. C., where a treaty
was signed. The treaty, however.was
later interpreted two ways and Et|
brought on-continned arguments*and '
litigation, In recen: years the de-]
velopment of power sites along the !
Savannah river and its tributaries,
the Tuguloo, Chattooga and other'
rivers, raised important legal ques-
tions, which were settled in the de-
cision of the Supreme Court just
handed down.

Attorney General Napier also has
pointed out that the deeision is im-
portant in that it settled for all time
the question of criminal jurisdiction
over certain parts of the Savannah
river and the islands in the river.

Gives Georgin Back Taxes,

Back taxes on property valued at
$50,000, officially determined as he-
longing to the Sltale of Georgia in
the United States Supreme Court de-
clsion in the matter of the boundary
line between Georgia and South Cary-
olina, will be collecied, according (o
an announcemeni{ made by Willlam
A, Wright, Comptroler General. It
was believad by Gen., Wright that the
taxes wounld run back as far as 1913,

The property to be taxed is known
g the Greae Shoals property, it was
sald, and is now the possession of
the Georgin Rallway and Power Co.,
based on an assessment of $50,000,
but prier to the purchase of the
property by the power company no
taxes had been returned by the for-
mer owner, it was declared.

Differences of opinion as to which
State the property was located iIn
were sufliclent to render officials of
Georgia unable Lo collect the taxes
at that time, It was said,

- —ae— Praiiist

DYED HER BLOUSE,
SKIRT AND A COA'T,

Every package of “Dlamond Dyes"
contains directions 80 simple any wo.
man can dye or tint her worn, shabby
dresses, skirts, walsts, coats, stoeck-
Ings, sweaters, coverings, draperles,
hangings, everything, even If she has
never dyed before. Buy ‘“‘Diamond
Dyes''—no other kind—then perfect
home dyeing is sure, because Dia-
mond Dyes" are gnaranteed not to
spot, fande, streak, or run. Tell your
druggist whether the material yon
wish Lo dye is wool or silk, or whe-

ther it fs llnen, cotton or mixed
goodd.—adyv,

— e
, In 1695 bachelors were taxed In
Ingland to raise money for the

STATHE BOARD PUBLIC WELFARE

Now Located In New Home—Pro-
gram for Greater IlMciency.
‘Columbia, FFeb, 3—The oflices of
the State Board of Public Wellare
are now located at 1246 Main street,
this cily. This brings together ‘‘un-
der one roof,"” the various depart-
ments, and is no doubt a wise move
from an administrative and econom-
ic standpoeint, The members of the
board cordlally invile the people of
South Carolina to come in and sce
them at their new quarters.
Education and Distriet Conferences.
Every citizen of the State of South
Carolina should have some knowl-
edge of the existing problems, penal
and charitable, and how they can
best be corrected through the work-
ings of the Siate Board of Public

Welfare. The most practical way to|

educate the public is by holding con-
ferences, and in this work the local

committees of the counties of tho
State can be of marked service.
The State has been divided into

twelve dlstiricts, according to loca-
tion, in order that neighborly co-
operation may be perfected, as fol-
lows:

Distriet No. 1—Dillon, Horry, Ma-
rion and Marihora,

Dislriet No.' 2—Abbeville, Grean-
wood, Laurens, McCormick and New-
berry.

District No. 3—Anderson, Green-
ville, Oconee and Tickens.

District No. 4—iCherokee, Spar-
tanburg and Union.

Distriet No. § — Ifalrfleld, Ker-

ghaw, Lexington and Richland,
Distriect No. 6—Chester, Lancas-
ter and York.
Distriet No. 7—'Berkeley, Charles-
ton and (Georgetown,

Distritt No., §—~Ciarendon, Sum-
ter and Loe,
Dislriect No. 9—DBamberg, Barn-

well, Calhoun, Dorchester and Or-
angaburg.

District No. 10—Allendale, Beau-
fort, Colleton, Hampton and Jasper.

Distriet No. 11—Alken, Edgefled
and Saluda.

Distriet No, 12—Chesterfleld, Dar-
lington, Florence and Willlamsbure,

In the year 1921 five district con-
ferences were held—enough Lo abso-
lutely prove thelr usefulness, Thia
yvear there should he held a confer-
ence In every district in the State,
under the auspices of, and at a time
and place to be designated by, the

local committees, The State. Board

of Public Welfare will render every
assistance to the local committees in
this work—such as publieity, pro-
grams and the procuring of reputa-
ble speakers,

All loeal committees are urged to
express themselves at once as to ihe
dates and locations preferred for Lhe
holding of these district confer-
ences,

Chilil Welfare Conference,

Probably the most successful con-
ference of its kind was the child
welfare conference held at Charles-
ton on Jan. 12th, 13ih and 14th,
under the auspices of the Social
Workers' Club. Among the many
prominent speakers addressing the
conference were 'Mrs, Martha P, Ifal-
coner, American Soclal Hygiene As-
sociation; Charles E. Gibbons, Na-
tional Child Labor Committes: C. C.
Carstens, director of Child Welfare
League of America, and Rev. Frank
D. Dean, of the United Layman’s As-
soclation,

Southern States OfMeials of
Public Welfave,

‘On Jan. 4th and 5Hth, at Atlania,
a meeting was called for the crea-
tion of an Assoclation of Southern
States Officinls of PPublie Weltare.
Representatives from flve Southern

Slates wore proesont, Administration,

control and economy of Institutions

and soclal problems wore digcussed.

This assoclation will establish a2

greater serviece by the hoards of puh-

He walfare to tholr States. The next

meeting will be held in Columbia in

10922,

MOTHER! CLIAN

CHILD'S BOWELS WITH
CALIFORNIA FIG SYRUP,

HEven a sick chlld loves the “frulty”
taste of “California Ilg Syrup.” If
Lhe little tongub is coated, or if your
child 18 listless, feverigh, full of cold,
or has colle, give a teaspoonful to
cleanso the liver and howels, In a fow
hours you ean see tor yourself how
thoroughly 1t works all the constl-
pated polson, sour bile and waste
out of the bowels, and you have n
well, playful child again,

Mlllions of mothers keep “Califor-
nin Fig Syrup” handy, They know a
teaspoonful to-day saves a sick child
to-morrow. Ask your druggist for
genulne “Californla  Fig Syrup,"
which has directions for bables and
children of all ages printed on “ort-
tle, Mother! You must aay “CALI-
FORNIA" or you may get an |miln-
tion fig syrup.—adv.

There aro cleven women to every
ten men In England,



