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THE THIEVES’ CARNIVAL.

LIFTING THE VEIL FROM!THE IN-|
CIDENTS OF ROBBER RULE.

fthe Iteport of the Comunillce on Frauds—
dtich Revelations of the Style in which the
Official Plunderers Squandered the People’s
Money--An Appalling Piclure of an Era

hich was Only Ended by Hampton at the

ead af" the United Democracy of the State.
, Cortmnta, Februury 19,—The fonture
of to duy's session of the General Assembly |
awas the report of the Committic on I'rauds,
which was presented in both houses. The
dosument is probably unique in the annals
of legislution. It is us follows:

THE REPORT.

'I'he comwmittee respectfully fuvite atten-
tion to the ovidence nud ¥ouchers sub-
witted with thisreport under the head of
“Supplies”! T'henbuses huve been sogreat,
und of such a palpable naturo that the most
oredulous person would hardly believe that
such frauds could be perpetrated under the
forme of legislntion. llistory fuils to cite
an lostance which enn be compared with
such n carnival of fraud and extravagance
o has been held in South Carolina; by and
through the purchase of eupplics for the
members of the Genoral Assembly. Io
this conncetion, we submit a number of the
nccounts against tho State; also a fow indi-
vidual accounts of

THE AVERAGE “STATESMAN"

of South Caroling, under the late regime.
We unot only muke the assertion, but we
present the proofs, thut the whale country
way see how one of Ythe Old Thirteen" has
feen robted und luid prostrate through
ignorance on vne side, and sdventurers on
the othier. Uur report is neeessarily elubo-
rate; the churpes nre 8o grave that we deem
it unwise to muke thewm unless we substan
tinte them by evidenoco whieh no ove can
doubt,

If the simplo etatement wns wmade that
Benators and members of the Ilouse were
furnished with overything they desired,
'from swaddling clothes and

CRADLE TO THE COFFIN
"of tho undertaker, from broguns to chig=
‘nons, finest extroots to best wines and
“liquors, ond all paid for by the State, it
would create a smile of doubt und derision;
‘but when we mulke the stutement and prove
it by several witnesses and votchers found
"in the oflices of the elerk of the Senate nnd
House, all will with sorrow admit the
"truthl'ul_n\css of this report,  For your gui.
danee we degy it essential “to-ploce under
approprinte héds the cluss of upglies und
the evidenee referring thereto, e

We first call your uttention to the evl-
denco of Mr, Woodraff, who wua Clerk: of
the Scnate at that time, ond necessarily
coguizant of everything concerning (he
furnishing supplies, Ile says: “Under the
head of supplies was cmbraced nnything
that o Senator chose to order. These
orders were pgenerully given through the
Clerk, and the aceounts weroe rendercd
aguinst the Clerk of the Senate. At first
the orders were moderate, and included only
stationery and postage stamps, but they
graduallyinereused until they sssumed gigan
tic proportions  In the commencement of
this bus'n ss of furnishing wembers they
gave orders on the clerks to deduot the
amount from their pay; but very zoon the
orders largely excoeded theiv pay, und the
useounts were then ivcluded in the report
of the committee on contingent accounts,
und pay cerlificutes’ thus issued for almost
overy desoription of merchavdise. In
addition to this, psy certificutes were drawn
nnd turned over to the chuirmun of the
Committee on Contingent Accounts for
wollestion and distribution. As these
watters became common, tho Senators
cluimed that

ALL THEIR BEXTENSES 81IoULD BE BAID
by tha Staté, of id the lainguage of Senator
G, I, Lieslie, ‘the State had no right to be
o State unless she could pay and take care
of her statesmen.’” Mr. Woodruff snys,
and the vouchers and certificutes prove, that
“gratifiention” certificates were frequently
issued for the beneflit of the Seouutors,
Seuntors Jervey and Guillard, of Charleston,
nod Sonator Cuein, of Kdgeficld, ulso eot-
roborate this testimony and acknowledge
that they reeeived a portion of the fradu-
lent certificutes thus issued. A, O. Jones,

Jlork of the Houeo, teetifies thab supplies
yere furnished under the head of “'logisla=

ivo expenses, sundries and stationery,” and
included refreshments for committeo rooms,
grocerics, clocks, lhorses, ecarriages, dry
zoods, carpets, furniture of overy deserip—
tion, and misoellancous articles, of mer—
.ghandiso for tho personal use of tho mem-
hora.

/Your committee find upon ecxamination
;& the vouchers in the treasurer's office,
that in

ONE SESSTON

there were expended, under the respective
hends of “Supplice,” “Sundries” and “In-
oidental Expenscs,” not less than throe hun-
dred and fifty thousand dollars, one hundred
and twonty~fivo thousand of which wore
spent for rofecshmeonts, inolading the finest
wines, liuors and cigara. ) !
. We ean only prove how universally this

stom of fraud was praoticed and carried
out by thoe bills and individaal ncoounts
turncd in e vouchers, a portion of which

¢ submit with the roport and tho evidence
of Clerks Woodruff and Jones and Sergeant
at-armg, Williams,

Woodruff testifics that ““tho practico bo~
camo so gencral as to embraco nearly overy
Republican and
. BEVERAT DEMOORATIO BENATORS,
Suoh ' accounts camo t¢ bo regarded as

privileged mutters, and tho Scitate rule
requiring all reports to lie over one day was
generally suspended and the roport consid—
cred at once and the accounts ordered td bib
aid without a dissenting voive. Senatdre
cft their nocounts with the Chairman of
the Cowmmitteo on Contingent Accounts.
When sottled in this way they woro gone-
tally telurned to Senators reoeipted
We find there was a regular uystom by
whioh these nccounts were passed upon by
the Senate and [ouse through the manipu-

| lntions of the Committee on Contingent

Accounts,
suflico:

The comwitteo would report that they
had considered the account of A, B and 0
(which were honcst olaims) and fotind them
corroet, and would recomménd that they be
paid; and after the laet -.amo on the ac-
counts we in most instances found the
ominous words “ond others,” or stintlries
and others,” which being interpreted meant
“fraud.”  Woodruff, cootinulng; sayst
“The committeo to audit the dontingent
cxpenses of the Scuate olaimed the tight to
order what they pleased and inclide it in
their report under the name of “sundrics
and others."

Jounes, in his evidencd, speak of them as

“QUEER ACCOOUNTS,"
and says they were generally paid under tho
hend of “and others.” Your committeo
find it necessary to olassily tho various
supplies’furnished in order that you may
perocive the wagnitude of the robbery and
the ruthless expenditure of taxes to provide
for the pleasure and comfort of. our states-
menl  Uunder tho oloss of “Refreshments,”
we asle attention to these fuote: A room in
tho Stato house wus fitted up wherein to
serve ‘‘wines, liquors, eatables and cigars,”
to State oflicials, Seoators and members of
tho Ilouse nnd their fricuds, at all hours of
the day and night. Woodruff's evidense is
that the largest bills were rdndered for fe-
freshments, including the best liquors and
cigars, which were served up ih o rbom
ndjoining that of the clerk of the Senato,
and kopt open at all hours, snd was visited
daily by Stuto officials, judges, Senators,
members of the llouse, lawyers, cditors,
newspaper reporters and cilizons generolly,
irrespcetive of parly, and that they dis-
ousscd matters, State and national, in the
most agrecable manner over their sparkling
glasses. Not satisfied with the establish-
weut of a bar room in the Capitol, they
cmployed a porter who had ebarge of thy
“Refreshment room,”
J. W.'S PRIVATE BAR-ROOM.

The porter statea that for six years the
State House bar room was generally opened
ut 8 o'elock in the morving, and kept open
until from 2 to 4 vext worning; thut during
that tiwe some one was coostantly there
cating, smoking or drinking, and that Sun
day formed no exception to the rule. Ho
says: ““lle never suw a barroom equal to the
Stute IHouse refreshment room for drinking,
smoking and tulking;” thut o large majority
of the members who nssembled in the room
were IRlepublicans, but that Demoeratio
Senators and Representatives were there
ulso. Ile mentioned the nawes of Scnators

BIEMANN AND HOLCOMDE

and Representative R. M. Swith os daily
vigitors; “that many of the members would
Le ot the room before breakfust hunting o
drink or eye opener.” [Ile could not esti-
wate the exnet amount of liguor drunft, but
neserted that it averaged severe! gailloos pbr
day, with u eousiderable smount of wine,
ale und porter thrown in. T'he beat cigars
und wiones were furnished, and that often
what l1# considered o good urtiole would be
rejected,  He could not keep a sufficient
amount of éigars on hotd to supply the
demand, as miany of them W

FILLED ONE Ok TWO OF TAEIR POCKETS

The following example will

‘upon leaving aud would frequently carry oft

a bottle of champagne in the same way.
He is porter now, and says that no refresh-
ments are served, a8 that business stopped
when Governor Hampton took charge of the
State House.

1t will be observed that the State fur-
nished a room, a porter and refreshments
for our “'stutesmen’’ while tliey were plotting
how to rob the pecople thoy prétended to
represent; ready to vote for nny ménsure
thut would enrich themselves at tho publig
exponse. Ib addition to the refreshments
furnished at the State House, large quanti-
ties of wincs, liquors and cigars, nnd other
things were sent to tho hotols, boardiog
houses and residences of Stute oflicials,
Senators, members and their friends.  This
is shown by the vouchers and nccounts ren.
dered and the evidende of Woodruff, who
says that ¢‘tho matter of refreshments, like
others, nsatimed the largest proportions, and
orders wero given for liquors and oigars,
which were i

SERT 10 THE HOTELS, e
boarding houses and residences of the
mombors and their friends.” Clerk Jones
says tho most extravagani nocounts wore
rondored for rofreshments for committoo
rooms, and that he found it useless to re-
monstrate,

Sorgoant at arms Willine testifies that
tho Ilouse did not keop a refroshment room,
but he was ordered to buy wines, liquors,
&o, for the membors, and that ho did buy
them fromn Mr. (ibson and Mr. SBolomon,
His ovidenco is corroborated by Mr, Gibson,
and the'orders given him, a few of which
wo submit with this roport. .

Among the membora thus furnished W
find tho names of T. Hurloy, member from
Charleston; P, Simkins, from Iidgofield; J.
D. Boston, from Nowborry;' James A,
Bowley, of Georgetown; Speaker 8, J, Lee,
of Aikon. We submit a apeoimen’ ordeér
given to Mr, Gibson for

] . ]
JAMES A. BOWLEY,’

which s délivered in odo dayi “One box
champnjzte, one box poit wine, ono box
whiskey, ot box braody, ono box shorry
wlho, thice boxes oigars,” Nr. Bowley
was one of the leading oolored members of
}tlm Ilouse, and Chairman of the Committeo
tof Ways and Means, and it is easy to undor-
| stand why he reported favorably upon the
onormous tax levies and appropriation bills
of the Houre. Wo uppord nn order to Mr.
Gibson from Rev W. H. Thomas, member
from Colleton and Chuirman of the Com—
{ mittee on Clwims: My, Gibson, thoro id i
mistake, the order culls for two boxes of
wine, pleuse send the other. W, H, Thom-
as.’

Mr. Gibson in his ovidenoo enys: ¢He
. Wns paid in legisiativo pay certifiontes for
 all sdpplics, and that ho only farnished the
best articles, ‘Wo also rofer to the ovi-
dence of Wm. M. Five, who kept o rostau—
rant in this city, and who says ho furnished
supplies cousisting of ‘‘catables, wines,
liquors and cigars to different logislutive
committecs, for which ho recsived poy
cortificates, and that the largest amount
issucd to him, at one time, for theso supplics
was 81,800.”

HARDY SOLOMON,

8 doalerin groceries, bas numerous largo
acccunts amoug the vouchers, Ilo testifies
that he furoished Woodruff and Jones with
supplies, but not o8 elerks of their respeot~
ive houses, and that he was paid by tho
State Treasurer on presentation of the pay
certificates, which were issued to him for
his nocounts, In connection with tho evi
dence of Mr. Solomon, we oall uttention to
his itemized account which was sworan to by
lim, and annexed to his evidonoo under the
head of “Supplies,” wherein appears the
names of the following persons to whom ho
furnished

“REFRESHMENTS:"

I, 8; Jnoobs, Senators John Wilson, W.
Ii. Holoombe, D, Biemann, J. II. White
aud G, D. Hayuo, Governor R, K. Scott,
Comptroller General John L. Neagle,
Licutcnant Governor Ranrier, State Troasu-
rer Niles G, Parker, Speaker F. J. Moses,
Representative C. C. Bowen, J, Felder
Myers, S. L. Duncan, R. 1I. Humbert, Dr,
B3 A. Boscmon, Miller, MoLaughlin,
John B. Denvis, B, Byas, W. J. MoKinlay,
R. M, Smith, W. H. Joues, Nelson Davis
aod Gon. Wm, Guroey, County Troasuror
of Charleston,

Your committee also find on the ecxami-
antion of this itomized necount and the ovi-
dence adduced before us that Messrs. Jones
ond Woodruff made payments on several
oconsions by check and cnsh; nevertheless,
on examining tho payments made by the
Stato Tressoror to Mr. Solomon, on pay
ccrtifiontes issued to him, it is shown that
he has drawn six thousand dollara over and
above his entire account, and worse still,
these certificates wora oll issuod befors the
first of March, 1878, ufter which time he
was puid otherwise,

Woe also find that in tho year 1872 there
was issued to him $24,380.50, while his
itemized nceount shows that thers was only
due him for the years 1871 and 1872, 811,-
208.48, proving that he was paid 818,177,
02 over the nmount claimed to have beon
fufnised by him, Cowmment is unnacessury.

SPECIMEN STEALS,

We know of no better method of illus-
trating the reckless cxpenditure of morey
for this olass of supplies than by referving
to the mccounts rendercd, some of whioh
will be found nppended to the evidence,
and we call atteolion to necounts designated
“Tixhibit W 2” aod “W 8” in Woodrafl's
evidenco, where it is shown that on Mareh
4, 1872, Solomon furnished the Scnate
61,681 worth of wines and liquors, ond on
the 7th day of the snmo month 81,852.75
worch, aggregating £8,488 75, This amount
was Purolmsad for the Seonate within three
days! Lurge amounts were furnished the
ITouse at the same time. and to the Senato
during same week by other parties,all of
which is shown by the vouchers,

We also enll attention to accounts in the
evidence of A. . Jones, designated ns
numbers 2564 to 201, inclusive, whero it is
shown that Mr. Solomoen nlone furnished
the Ilouse with £5,877.15 worth of wines
and liquors within two months. Mr. Solo-
mofl snys he had no difficulty in making
colleotions while they did business with
him. Thus it clearly appoars that bills
contraoted for the '‘gratification’” of our
‘stalesmen’ wero promptly paid; while the
vilest eriminale wore pardoned to keep thom
from starving, and turned out upon an
outrnged people; the unfortunato inmates
of the Lunatio Asylum were at the samo
time suffering from want of proper food and
olothing; the free sohools wore closed and
tonchers unpaid, T'heso fraudulont expen—
ditures wero

‘| NoT CONFINED To ANV PARTIOULAR YEAR,

a8 will appear by tho vouchers turned over
to your committae. Yo now eall attention
to tho accounts of (eorge Symmors, mean-
lioned in the evidenco of Mr. Woodruff,
dusiznated YA A, “A B, “A Q) ©A
H," sggrogating $3;157 80, from March 1,
1871, to the Tth day of same month,
amounting to more than four hundred and
fifty dollars per day, for wines and liquors
for tho Senate alone. Tho ovidence and
vouchers aro not confined to Solomon, Tine,
Gibson and S8ymmora, but prove that Messrs,
Coopor and ~ Taylor, Wm. Kennedy and
Joseph Taylor, eitizéng” of Columbia, also
furnished supplics™of thé pame charactor,
Wo insort a litorhl'copy of one of the
bills found among the vouohors of the olerk

of tho Senate: .
. Corumnia, Kebruary 22, 1872,

ov. A, J. Raws
L’G TB‘:JB‘S‘Th}IHPé?

.

¥iE.
arrd&ﬁta'aﬁd ‘poghrs dhd |

otlter atlioulars, $280. Reciuvied paymen,
JOE TAYLOR.
This trade was
NOT CONFINED TO COLUMBIA,
a8 i3 shown by the vouchers of Messts:
Klinok, Wickenberg & Co., of Uhatleston,
and othors, or to tho State; as proved by
tho nocounts of Kukn & Co., of Philadel-
phia, dealors in wines and liquors. We
coll speoial attootion to their acvounts,
designated **C 16, in the evidenoo of
Woodruff, amounting to $1,680, furnished
to Senate at one time, and to No. 88, in
evidence of A. O. Jones, amountiog to
$2,088, for use of House and delivered in
ouo day, nlso to aceount of Mr, Symmers,
in Woodruft's ovidenoe, designated as No.
16, by Woodruff, in which sweetmeats and
dolioncios of overy kind that could tempt
the cpicure were supplied. This is oury
ono of miny such in our posscssion. In
addition to the parties above designated we
fiod that vumerous other persons furnished
“refreshments’ uuder the head of “Sup..
plies,”” and rendered bills against tho State
for amounts ranging from one hundred
dollars to three thousand, as will bb seen b
viuchers attached to the evidengo; i
TIE PRIOES PAID
for these supplies were most extravagant;
In Woodrulf's evidenco there is an nccount
desiguated as No. 11,in which Mr. Sym -
mers charged 820 per gallon for brandy;
sherry wine, $10; whiskey, $8; oigars, $10
per hundred, In the itemized account of
Mr. Solomon the prices are equally uncon-
scionable. Lager beer, $4 50 per dozon;
brandy, by the dozen, (quarts) $40; eigats,
$20 per hundred; champaguno, $40 by the
vase; port wine, $40 per dozen. An osti.
mate oconnot be formed of the amount of
wines, liquors and cigars used in a sioglo
session, but enough is shown by the bills
rendered and tho pay certifi:ates issued to
domonstrate that to have used nll that was
purahased, every membor of the Iouso and
Senate must have consumed
ONE GALLON PER DAY,
with a fow extra bottles of nle and wino
thrown in, and smoked not léss thap one
dozen cigars within the same time. During
this era of “olovation,” while tbe average
“‘statesman” was deprived of tho enjoyment
of his scoustomed luxury, the sucoulent
watermelon, it is not strange to find him
gocking tho lusoious fruits of tropioal dlimes
—honoe the bills of Messrs. Brookbanks
& Co. Brookbanks says in his ovidoood
“thnt he was connected with the confeo-
tionery and fruit storo, that he furnished
such artioles ns were usually kopt in suoh
dstablishments, and that he tendered bills
wado oit under the head of ‘Sandries,” and
received in payment legislative pay oortifl.-
cates,”

We submit a portion of théd¢ d&doints
and refer to those designated as Nos. 51, 50
60, 68, 69 ond 74, aggregating 81,080,
Woodruffsays these accounts were fof

"'FRUIT AND CIGARB ;
furnished the Seconte.” o also refer fo
the ovidenco of A. O. Jones and Johu
Williams, concerning other accounts of a
similar nature, :

We caunot bettor illustrate the effrontery
of Carolina’s

LEADING “BTATESMEN"

at that time than by referring to socount
designated as No. 214, in evidence of A. O.
Jones, when it appours that Gen. William
Gurocy, Treasurer of Churiestéh County,
claimed to' have furnished refreshments to
the amountof $1,5600, but straadgo to say,
the itemized asccount of Hardy Solomon
proves that Gen. Gurney was the reoipiont
of supplies from Solomon’s atore, and that
the State paid for the same.

Sergant at arms Williams saye of the bill:
“T know of no supplies being furnished by
Gen. Gurney, nor do [ kenow anything of
No. 21}, referred to in' A, O, Jones’ cvi-
dence.” . .

We now proceed to show the enormots
oxpenditures for other puposes. Tho firet
wo shall donsider is that of

FURRITULE, ¢l

Wo find that thero has been pai‘tf ot
within four years for furniture alone éver
two hundred thounsand dollars, and of this
amount Mr. Borry end Mr, Ifagan, furnituro
dualers, testify that at the present time thero
is at tho State House only seventeen thou-
sand seven hundred and fiftoen dollars'
worth, sppraised at the prices paid for it; a
list of which wns sworn to by them and ia
attachod to their evidenoe. This inoludes
three hundred and twenty five dollars’ worth
of furniture purohased by Attornoy Genoral
Melton, and paid for by him out of his
contingent fund, and at this time is in the
Attorney Qencral's office.

Mr. Berry says ho furnished a large
numbor of committee rooms outside of the
State Ilouse, ns well as bod rooms. He
remombers furnishing the rooms ocoupied
by W. J. Whipper, T. Hurley,T. B John:
stoo, J. I&. Greeu and others, and somo of
the rooms ho furnished as often as three
timos! IIo also furnizhed . rooms at Mra.
Randall's for Speaker Moses, traded furni-
ture to members for pay ocertifioates, and
furnished almoat all the offices in the State
House,

EVERY BEd8ION]

In continuation, ho states that ho fur.
nished at least forty bed rooms, but he does
not know who ocoupied them all, or what
became of the furniture, He was paid for
it in logislativo pny certifioates.

Wo ask roferenco to the evidence of Sor
geant-at-arms. Williams on tho subjeot of
furniture. o says lie purohased a lot of
furnituro from Mr. Berry, oonsisting of
ohairs, tablos, wnshstands and bed room
gots, Somo of the rooms thus furnished
woro ocoupiod by Gen. W.J. Whipper, W,
11, Joncs ann James A, Bowloy. He doos

not know ihat bocamo of tho furniture,
but endeavored to colleot it, and was told by
J. B. Doonis, James A, Bowley, Bonjamin

yos and OCharles "Minort that he had
bothing to do with it; consequently ho
troubled himself no more about it. IIo
says the roome over the South Carolina
Baok and Trust Company wero furnished
aleo, and were occupied by Senators Y. J. P2,
Owens, T. Hurley and W. II, Gardiner,
and that ho also furnished Speaker Lice's
rooms aud

OTHER PRIVATE ROOMS
at tho boarniog houses of members with flne
oarpets, stoves and other furniture, and
that thoy wero clsimed as committee rooms.
He says: “I cannot undortake to oxplain
the accounts of Mr. Berry. koow that
large quantities of furniture wote forhished
by him every sossion, and that a8 soon us
the General Assembly adjourhed it disap-
peared, and I was couipolled, uoder the
order of the Speaker or dome committeo
ohairman, to furnish all the roows ns soon
as the Legislatars nféd.” Theso rooms, Le
ddds, “werd
| YuThtok OF THE OAPITAL

build!ﬂg; and he believes the furnituro was
dtolen by thoae who had chargoe of it.”

. Ky Greonfield testified that tho rooms
he rented were newly, thoroughly and, in
some instancos, most oxtravagantly fur.
nished every fall, about the timo the Gene--
ral Assembly convened, and that the furni--
ture was romoved by differeat porsons and
not by regular dealers, and looked as if it
was beiog divided up among them; that he
ronted the rooms with tho understanding
taat they were for publio business, but that
thoy may have beén wused otherwiso, and
that he was generally paid for thom with
logislative pay oertificates,

. JOlIN B, DENNIS
testifies that he purchnsed furniture for
forty rooms, including the offices of the
governor, Attornoy Gencral, Comptroller
General and the hall of the House of
Repre: "ntatives. His ovidence proves most
conclusively that o majority of the members
of the House combined against the persons
who furnished tbeso goods and demanded
to bé paid for voting for the claim, The
bills were moro than doubled and cortificates
issuéd for them. The Now York firms and
Mr, Borry received only amounts due on
their accounts. IBonj. Byas, Chairman of
tho committee, who reported favorably on
the raised olaim, received a pay certitionte
fo the amount of 12,819.50—tho remainder
was divided betwecn

FIFTY OTUHER MEMDERS,

as followa: W. R. Jervey had 2,100 dollars
which was to be divided between himself, T,
A, Davis, W. C. Glover, J. J. Hardy, P.
P. Hedges, Abram Smith, J. W. Lloyed, J.
A, Bowley and Orlondo Levy, all members
from Charleston County, except Bowloy,
who representéd Georgetown County.

umbberf, of Darlington, reccived o
dartificate of an even

. ONE THOUBAND DOLLARS,

Which he was to divide between himself,
Alfred Hart, 8. J. Keith, S. Sanders J,
Long, Frank Adamson, John 1, Henderson,
Hastings Gantt, R. Tarleton and Fortune
Giles.

Asbury L. Singleton, of Sunmter, reccived
a certificate for 81,1560, to divide between
bimself, ¥, Cain, M, C, Corwin, K. Fergu-
gon, R, Gaither, 8. Garey, A. 8. Homes,
Barney Humphries, 8. Melton, W, Little.
field, j P. Singleton, Alfred Moore, 15, M.
Sumpter and J. Warley.

1. . DUNTER, FROM CITARLESTON,
domandad and recoived for himself a certifi
oate for 8750; J. II. White received n cer-
tifioate for 8250 for himself; W. I'. C, Gard
ner, one for 81,600 for himself; B. G, Yo-
oum one for $1,600; W. J. Whipper one
for 78,000; A. O. Jones ono for $1,000;
W. M. Jones oua for $1,600; Joe Orews,
one for $3,000; Lawrence Cain one for 8600
which witness saya he bought from Caiu
nfterwards, and Cain in his evidenco admits
receiving a small considoration on account
of this matter; P. J. Connell reccived one
for 81,000; B. A. Nerland one for $100; C.
J. Andell one for §600; B, F, Berry one
Tor $100; J. D. Boston ome $250; W. Dan-
norly 6ite for $50;Mitohell Goggins one for
$100; 8. J. Keith one for 100; W. Kenne.
dy orie for 8100,

¥, J. MOBES
had on¢ dértificato for $5,000, and doca
not know how many more o6r exaotly the
amounts.

Wo have not (owing to the want of time)
nscortained who oollected all the cortificates
referred to above, but find that I3, Byas, B,
G. Yooum and T. IIurley colleoted theirs,
cud that the five thousand dollnr certificate
given to Moses was exchanged for a Stato
troasurer’s duo bill for that amount. Ao:
counts Noe. 88, 34, 85 and 36 rofer to this
olaim, and are reforred to in A, O. Jonos's
evidenoco, when the vouohers prove that
more than 17,000 was allowed as intorest
on 45,000 dollars for seventeen months,
Most of the oertifioates thus issued arein
tho tressurer’s offlce, and have been paidy
but thoy do not bear the cndorsement of
ecither of the firms named in thowm, to wit:
iinol, Davidson & Co., or Stowart, Sutphon

Gen. Dennis says that more than 12,000
dollara of these ocrtifioates were divided
botween Bl?aaker Moses, Clerk A. O. Jones,
Niles Q. Parker, Tim [lurlog and himself.

Your committeo fiod that a large portion
of the fraudulent oortifiontes issued to pay
the difforenco between the legitimate
amount due for furniture and tho nmount
for whioh it was raised have beon paid.

WHAT 18 LEFT.
Aftor & oareful examioation of the fur-

Eit_uro in_tho State Ilouse. by Gon, Dennis,
ho aftirms that thoro is not loft moro than

ono half of what woas purchased and very
few of tho clocks, which were of the finest
3ualily, cosling from 150 dollars to GOO
ollars eagh, and that out of soveral mirrors
whioh cost 600 dollars cach, one remaina,
Trom tho report maorked No. 73, ¢Iix.
hibit A,” to which wo referred in the ovi-
dence of A, O. Joncs, it appears that Benj.
Byos, chairman of the comwittee, reported
in favor of the raised elaim which defrauded
the Stute of at least 45,000 dellars; but
tinfavorably ou o wmueh of it as reforred to
aying W, l&. Jiosc a small amount due him
or boarding the upholsterers who were sent
from New York to place and arrange tho
carpetings, farniturve, &o. Gen. Donnis
testifics that “in the sprivg or summer of
186¢
O, . LESLIE,
lavd commissioner purchased a lot of furni.
ture from Mrv. Berry, ostensibly for his
office, but in reality for his residence.
Says ho was in Governor Scott's oflice after-
wards and hesrd on  alterention between
him and Leslic, which was caused by the

bills being sent to Scott for payment.

Scott swore that he would not pay them but
cideventually do so fromsomefund ox u.her.”

The bills of Mr. Sileox made out in Mr,

Leslie’s name, preved that furniture was
supplied by the State to some of her dis-
tinguished “statesmen’ as far back as 1869,
MAKING IIASTE TO GROW RICH.

Itisno longer n matter of surpriso to
your comwitice thut members who only
received six dollars per diem could, in a
few weeks ofter their arrival in Columbia,
obtnin elegant furniture for thoir roows,
and Brussels carpets for their {floors, and
recline on Oriental spring nud sponge wat—
tresses, while their constituents were being
hounded down by tho incxorable taxgather-
or to pay the price of these luxuries. _

As a further illustration of the inordinate
greed of this horde of robbers, we present
the following, for wvothing, however small,
escaped the Argus-cyed committeemen who
80 dextrously played the game of “addition,
division 4nd silence:’’

STATE orF Sourit Canonina BLNATE

1871 To Jumes M, Allen, Dr,
Sept, 21 Bookease 8260
Sept. 21 Ilitting closcts 310
Nov. 21 Fitting up door frames 100
Deo. 8 Partitions in oloak room G50
Deo. 8 Partitions in cloak room 650

$2,000

By refercnee to the covidenee of Mr.
Wing, a master mechanio, it will be scen
that the partitions charged for at SG650 cach
would be worth now about $256 cach, but
at the timo the aceount was rendered it was
worth about one third more. Wo also call
attention to tho evidence of several witnesses
who tostify that the account was raised by
inserting the figure ©3" in the item, “Ifit—
ting up closets,” and the figare 6" in
front of the two last amounts, thus making
a gain of §1,600.

We find that wunder the heed of
“Furniture” nccounts were presented for
mules, horses,

BUOGIES, CARRIAGE IIIRE
FEED,

These aceounts were passed upon and
certifieates issued accordingly.

In this connection we refer to the cvi-
dence of Mr. Pettongill, (under the head
of “‘pay certificates,”) who was a doaler in
horses and mules, und who says he sold
them to different members, and was paid
in Legislative pay cortifieates, naming
Speaker Lee and . I, Joues, of George-
town, as two of sueh purchasers, and that
he also received pay ecertificates far ‘thorse
food, buggy hire,” &e. _

Mr. Greenfield says he did not sell any

AND  HORSE

buggics or carringes directly to the State,

but sold to the members and was paid for
them with poy certificates,
reoeiving a certificate, which proved to bo
fraudlent, in paymeat for a ecarringe. At
one time n proposition was made to him to
gell a large portion of his stock of earringes
and buggics if ho would make out his
nccount againat tho Stato und reecive
pay cortificates in payment thercof, which’
he declined.  Wealso refer to tho evidenco
giveu by Sallas Randall, a committee clerk,
who testified that a house of ill-fame in Lhe
oity of Columbia was supplied with furni-
ture at the oxpense of (he State. Wo
also refer to the account of My, LyBrand, a
dealer in
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS,
designated as No. 87 by A, O. Jones, ns nu
evidenco that, whilst revelling in their
Bacchanalian sports the Muses wero not
negleoted. Tho soft melody of the melode~
on was invoked (o inspire what spirits would
not.
CARTPETING,

Wo could not ascortain the
amouunt of carpeting purchased or used, but
the bills rendered amounted to sovoral
thousand dollars per annum., That somo
conoeption may be formed of this enormous
expenditure, wo refer to tho ovidence of
Mr, Purso, who measured ull the committeo
rooms and offices in the State louse and
committee rooms outside, and testifies that
it would requiro only 1,800 yards to oarpot
all of them, By roferenco to tho account
of Stowart, Sutphon « Co., designated as
No. 78 by A, O, Jones, and reported (rom

committeo on contingent nceount, it will be

found that during ono session alone they
sold to the Stato

4,658 YARDS OF CARPETING,
more than oue thousand yards being finest
Brussels. Gen. Donnis nnd Sergoant-nt—
Arms Williams both testify that tho com-

mittee rooms were furnished with new oar= -

pots every session, which were carried away
in tho spring of tho yeor. Gen, Dennis
(voNTINUED ON 4111 rAGE.)

aotual

Ile remembers



