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The -l-l'i;ﬁen;ary Under In- | but not y

vestigation.

Startling Facts in Regard to Ope-
ration of the G. M. I. —Spi-
T ey Stuff in Col, Mixon’s
Testimony.

Columbia State :

While the proceedings yester-
day in the investigation into con-

t paid out. Mr, Car
[tar in his evidence stated that
| should the State be called upon
tomorrow to pay this there is
nothing in the treasury with
which to give the schools the
$42,000 noted in the liat of lia-
bilities as being a part of the
school fund.

There wss a ripple of interest
when Mr., Uarter testified that
he had to turn down a warrant

ditions at the dispensary did nos
bring ou‘ any violently :ons:
tionalinformation, yet there wus |
enough in what wae said by the
witnesses to impress thinking
people with the fact that the
system has been loosely conduct-
ed somewhere. The most start-
ling evidence of this kind was
from Mr. 8. T. Carter, clerk in
the State treasurer’s oflice, Mr.
Carter stated that while all of
the couunty dispansers aro re-
quired to makeo woekly remit-
tancos to the State treasurer,
many of them until ashort time
ago took their own good time
about reporting.

Mr. W. O. Tatum, commis-
sioner, testifiod that, although
be is the highest salaried officer
connected with the iustitution,
although he is bonded for §75,-
000 with the American Surety
company and the other officers
of the dispensary are not bond-
ed, yet when he made a recom-
mendation that wniskey should
be bought in bulk with reference
to price and not by grade, the
board nat only did not act upnn
his suggestion but has not ac-
kuowledged the receipt of his
loster. The law requires the pur-
chasing to be done us Mr. Tatum
recommended.

Before beginning the taking
of evidence yesterday, a mass of
atatistical information from the
booxs at the State dispensary
was presented by the sub com-
mitteo. There really was a great
deal more of this than had been
expected, and the showing was
comprehensive. Although it was
not quite in the shape that was
expected by the sub-committee,
they will have their expert ac-
countant, Mr. W, W. Bradley
of Abbeville, to go over the fig-
ures and aggregate the items be-
longing to all of the big houses
which ship to the dispensary.—
Mr. Bradley has bYeen engaged
by the committee 1n this special
work for several weeks. The
lists of stock and of purchases
were not prepared by him but
by some of the members of the
dispensary clerical staff.

Iu these figures it was brought
out that the liabilities of the dis-
peusary are increasing and that
not one cent has been paid 1into
the school fund eince the 10th
of January. The dispensary
now owes half a million dollare
for liquor and supplies and in
addition to this hsd ordered,
but had oot received, liquor 1n
value amounting to $300,000,
The assets consist of the stock
on hand in the State dispensary
and in the county dispensaries
and the real estats of the State
dispensary, valued at $52,000.
Commissioner Tatum’s explana-
tion for this increase in the
amount of liabilities ia that he
was compelled by law last year
to reduce the stock in hand at
the State dispensary to a point
below $400,000 in value, and
that the only way to do it was
by increaeing the linbilities. He
atated th.at there is $42,000 to
$be crediv of the school fund,

g or

for $5,000 from the commission-
yesterdny on account of a
lack of funds, Lut really the in-
cident is not sensational. A
bank would wnot have turned
down the warrant, but the State
of South Carolina knows no one
8o far as the State treasurer’s
oflice is concerned, and nothing
but a certified check would be
accepted there in payment of
anything due the offico.

There was another ripple of
interost whon it was stated in
effcet that the State troasurer’s
office is, 80 to speak, the cashier
for the State dispensary and
that there 1s a difference of $30,-
000 in the statement of cash on
hand from the State dispensary
and from the State treasurer’s
office. But Mr. Chalee, clerk
to the board of control, stated
yesterday that this matter could
be explained and will be ex-.
pleined. Another matter which
was not understood was the fact
that the dispensary had sent to
the State treasurer yesterday
two checks aggregating about
$31,000, but Mr. Charles, ua-
officially, stated that these had
been drawn from the ‘‘emer-
geucy fund’ kept by the com-
miesioner, in order to put some
money on deposit with the State
treasurer to meet cutstanding
warrants drawn by the dispen-
sary.

SECOND. DAY'S PROCEEDING,

““Warmer, warmer,’’ say the
children when they play hide the
swilch and the seekers are getting
close to the object of their searck,
The members of the dispensary
investigating committee felt that
they were getling ‘*warmer’’ upon
the trail yesterday afternoon when
Col. F. M, Mixon, former com-«
missioner, testified that a fow
months ago, while representing .J.
W. Kelly & Co., of Chattanooga,
he bad received letters with in-
structions to see certain partics.

But Col. Mixon was obduratoe.
He had given a lot of 1nteresting
and racy testimony, but on this
poiot he would not budge from
bis position. The letters from
Kelly & Co., to himself, he said,
were in the nature of confidential
communications to an employe
from his ¢‘hoss.” In vain did
Mr. Gaston plead that the case is
that of the State of South Carolina
against J, W, Kelly & Co., with
Mixon as but a middle man, but
Col. Mixon could not be persuad-
ed that it is bis duty to give up
the letters.

He was ordered to beimn con-
tempt and pluced in the custody
of the marshal, but later was par-
oled upon his oath bound promise
to keep all the letters intact pend
ing a conference between himself
a0d his lawyer. Kor some reason
or other, the members of the
commission seem to set great store
by those letters, ard Col. Mixon’s
emburrassment a o d reticence
would be enough to arouse their
suspicions us to the nature of the
letters.

There was other spicy stuff in
Col. Mixon’s evidence. He testi~
fied to having turned down while

dispersary  commmissioner @ al-
tempt at  bribe from BSam Luann-
han, ut that time a meniber of the
firm of William Lnanahan & Son
nnd now u director of the Rich-
land disullery, He awore that
Lanahan had offered him 30,000
n yonr 1o divert to Lanalian an
account of $400,000 whieh had
been given to another distiller in
Baltimore. Furthermore that Seth
Scruggs, his bookkeeper, had been
offered #5,000 by Lapakan to got
Mixon to accept the hibe, Two
other firms had offered Mixon
bribes, according to his testimony.
One of these was the Mill Creek
Distilling company of Cineinnati,
which is nlleged to have been mix-
ed up in some other matters of a
scandalous nature antedating Col.
Mixun's connection with the dis-
pensary.

Col. Mixon took a fall out of
the present ndministration of the
digpensary by declaring that the
increase in sales s not due to ri-
gud enforcement ot the law against
blind tigers, but to the fact that
he ubserved the Inw strictly in re-
gard to sales 10 blind tigers and
drunkards, and the sales had been

curtailed for this and other rea-|

sons, whereas the system now is
lux and lenient.

Commissioner Tatum yesterday
occupied the stand from 9.30 un-
til 1o’clock and made a good wit-
ness, being always ready with his
answer, but he would gencrully
come back to the starting ‘point —
and that 15, he would repeat that
the dispensary business would be
all right with the c¢ase goods fea-
tures eliminated. He spoke of a
careful inventory which had been
made when he took charge as if
that were the only one in the exis-
tence of the dispensary, but Col.
Mixon showed his annual report in
1895 to have given in:printed form
every item of stock on hand,

Notwithstanding the fuct that
Mr. Tatum oceupied himself prin-
cipally with advising what should
be done to muke the dispensary
safe and sound, there was some
good meat in his testimony. He
told in detail of the loss of 2,100
by Inspector Brown; he told of the
vigit of himself and Mr. L. W.
Boykin to Cincinnati when Mr.
Boykin contracted for the prints
ing of $38,000 worth of labels
and where Mr. Tatum found his
hotel bill paid,

When asked asto shortages, the
names of Morrs and [oland in
Spartanburg appeared to be most
deeply set in his mind until Mr,
Lyon drew out by cross examina.
tion the tact thut Mr. Bryan Law-
ronce of Augusta, Ga,,”owes the
dispensary $3,000 and has been
owing it for several years and is
willing to be sued for it in Char-
leston or in Augusta. He owes
the $3,000 1n settlement of the af-
fair of his privilege on the lsle of
Palms.

Mr. Tatam pamed the houses
which bad been putting too many
bottles 1n cases und had been guil-
ty of other irregularitics and stat~
ed that these same houses are sell-
ing to the dispensary right along,

Mr. Tatam thinks the dispensa .
ry plan is the proper solution ot
the liquor question. There 1s no
doubt about that. He answers in
a positive manner which shows his
convictions. He made a good im-
pression on'the witness stand aad
his reiteration , that the way to
strengthen the dispensary 1s by

eliminating the case goods feature
i8 in itself a soverc arraignment of

the system as it is now eonduot-
ed.

Mr. __Roc_iiley’s Vlews 6[;
Cotton Prices.

The Well-Known Buyer DPuts

Forth a Good Argument,

To the Editor of The Record:

I am often asked for an expres-
sion of opinion regarding the
probable or possible price of cot-
ton for the scason, and I give my
reasons both for and against high-
er prices,

IN FAVOR OF INGHER PRICES.

1. We have the worst August
report as to condition ever issued
by the Government, which on its
face should cause higher prices.

2. The financial strength of our
Southern banks should prevent
farmers from forced sales when the
market is depressed. The farmers
are being educated to this,

3. The farmers’ new indepen-
dence and the gradual knowledge
and realization that pure gambling
manipulation has so long caused
him to sacrifice his cotton.

4. That if the farmer should
happen to realize that the world is
dependent upon his production,
while he could be independent of
the rest of the world, and then
should be governed by this knowl-
edge.

5. That the prices of cloths and
yarns justify higher piices for cot-
ton and that an immense amount
of goods are already sold ahead
out of the coming season's pro-
duction. 1If sellers could not so
easily secure what they have in
imagination sold, what would
happen.

6. That the New Orleans Con-
vention proved to incredulous
farmers and to the rest of the world
that cven the remnant of a four-
tecn-million bale crop could bring
Il cents, a supposed impossible
thing.

7. The disposition even now in
localities shown by the farmer io
haul cotton home or warehouse it,
rather than take less than 10 cents
per pound.

8. Thatif it s realized that the
remnant of a fourteen-million bale
crop could bring 1- cents and if
the Government and Cotton As-
socation reports are at all correct,
what shall the remnant of a ten-
million bale crop bring?

NOW  AGAINST PROSPECTIVE

HIGH PIRCES.

1. The whole world is depen-
dentonthe South’s cotton, and na-
turally or otherwise endeavor to
depress prices. What arc ex-
changes for? To make a market
pricc for cotton. What price?
Just as low as producers who
bave a monopoly will submit to
What makes the price! The pre=~
ponderance of speculative money
Why will prices probably be low-
erl  Becnnse the law permits sel-
ling cotton that doesn’t exist, and
spot prices are fixed by future
trading.

2. That were the farmers to
receive a good price and make a
good crop thcy might become fi-
nancially independent and pre-
vent threafter being dictated, to
andsuch conditions will be fought
in every possible manner,

3. The fact that profcesional
have always succeeded in forcing
prices down, and that cotton ney-
er brings even present prices
through the month of october and
November, during which months

the largest precentage is usually
marketed,

4. That mills use cotton twelve
months in the year, whereas far-

mers try to market their cotton in
a few months, and with absolutely
no system.

5. That the rest  of the world
studies the Southern farmer, his
disposition, his condition: whereas
the Southern farmer doesn’t real-
ize his importance nor  study

Ile
is too casily contented, doesn't
know his rcal strength, nor take
advantage of his position.

6. The Southern farmer, as a
rule, has no facilities for storing or
taking care of his crop without
exorbitant insurance rates, and
may sell, not realizing that a ware-
house storage receipe is as good
and as convertible
ment bond.

7. The large wealthy bear ope-
rators have sold futures  heavily
short and will probably force far
mers to sell at prices they
their
successful

conditions for improvement.

as a Govern-

fix for
profits. have been

and

They
nothing smcceeds
like success,

8. The absolute disbelicf by
the bears in the intelligence of the
farmer and their contempt for his
able to carry
through suceessfully.

The fight this scason, if the far-
mers arc bold enough to make
one, will be most beautiful and
the world will watch it with great
interest.  Here we have the far-
mer with his monopoly, his finan-
cial ability, his warchouse system,
his every natural advantange in the
way of decrcased acreage and
poor crop conditions, the great
demand and high prices for goods
on the one side; and on the gther,
the rich bear, with his money, his
influence, the rest of the world
with him in disbeliclf in the
farmer’s ability and knowledye of
his fposition, his former success
and his many peculiar tactics for

being anything

his

depressing prices.

Ifthe farmers win this fight they
will be respected hereafter on ex-
changes, and will show to the
world that they are not the weal,
ignorant and helpless class they
are now considered. If they
lose, the big bear will
smaek his lips, feel hisimpor-
tance and continue to out
for more honey and money. Which
will win? Is it not a most beauti-
ful opportunity fer the fight?
Which have the more courage?
Wiich will hold out the longer?

Truly yours,
John T. Roddy.
RS
Four Year Old Boy Shot Ilim-
self With Handy Wenpon,

reach

Newberry, Aug, 21.—Tho httle
4.year-old son of Mr. #. L. Hil-
er of Waost Knd accidentally shot
himself through the arm with a
32-calibre revolver late on Satur-
day evening. It appears that
the child’s parents were out of
the room when the accident oct
curred, The pistol had been lef-
lying within the boys reach and he
used it for a plaything with the
unfortunate result above stated.
Dr. W. E. Pelham, Jr., was sum-
moned and it 18 not thought that
the vound will prove serious.

g i s
NO FALSE CLAIMS,

The proprictors of Ivloy's
Honey and Tar do not advertise
this as a “‘sure cure for consump-
tion.'’ They do net clnim it will
care this dread complaint in ad»
vanced cases, but do positively
assert that it will cure in the ear-
lier stages and never fails to give
comfort and relief inthe worst
cases. Foley’s Honey and Tar is
without doubt the greatest throat

and Jung remedy. Refuse sub-
stitates..  Sold by Funderburk

| Pharmacy.

Doemooratic Votors of Greenville
Demand 1 hrec Resignations.

Greenvillo News,

[ndignant beenuse of the mud-
dled, ecrooked condition of  the
county’s finances recently exposed
through the efforts of Avery Pat,
ton nnd the other membors of tho
investigntling committee, the Dem-
ocratic voters of  Bessie precinet
met Thursday evening and adopt-
ed resolutions demanding the
mediate resignation of Commis-
sioner I'. I, Neves from the
sent county boacd in view of
sworntesttmony while nnier

aminution as to his officinl nets

-

pre-
his
OX-

n
the sumie capucity during
The resoln
tions also nsk Expert Osenr Hod

i previs
ons ndministration

ges, emploved by the geand  jury
and Comptroller General
to resign

Jones,

— - —

When it was shown and not Jd

nied, that the state was ontitled o
vebeites, wnd the books of the  in
stitution had no record of receiv
ine theso maupry thousnnds of ol
Inrs, the people were frighiened

out of thinking by un ingenionsly
manpiulated  scarcerow,  callod
“factionalism, ™ virtus
ully told to take their eyos awny
from the

nnd waro

aceused  and wateh the
nccuser: they did it, and the very
many thousands of dolars in  re-
bates has never reached the treas-
ury to lighten the people’s  taxes
to this day.  The people were told
long ago that men connected with
the dispensary had suddenly be-
come very rich-—men who before
assuming management had a hand
to-mouth existence, later
but their

wenlth may be bidden in  stocks
botds other investments
which can be safely locked up in
vaults of trust companies,

became

magnates; ill gotten

and

where

no eye but the owner ean see  the
record.  These men tell the peo-
ple to search the banks and the

recording orflices for thewr financial
standing, and they might s well

refer the people to the mar in
the moon. They know the
tracks are covered: but all the
same, like o murder, it will out

occasionally, and it 18 only, when
there 1s an accasional break in tha
gang that ths vebate pocket lined
geotlemen are made to  sule-step
The positive proof is almost  im-
possible to secure. thenearest to
it was obtained when the Lyon of
the invesligation committec flush-
ed the den of hungry carrion at
Spartanburg. —Manning  Times.
i > ——

Capt. W, H. Edwards was in
Yorkville yosterday and while
sitting with some friends in the
court house yard discussed the
dispensary  question. He ex-
pressed himsclf disagreeing
with Senator Tillman in the lat-
ter's claim that the dispensary is
directed ngainst the senator. The
captain elaims that the opposition
to the dispensary has uo

ny

political

“Why
he said, “didn’t Cherokee vote it
out 3 to 17 Pickens 3 to 1, Un

significance whatever,

ion 2 to 1. All of these counties
have sapported Tillman in - cvery
campnign in which he has  cver

had opposition and will continne

to do so. Thisis not a political
continued,
“and I hope it won't become one,
The way to prevent that is for all
the couuttes to go right on and
vote the dispensary before
the mecting of  the next legisla-

question” the captain

out

ture, and settle the question be-
Lfove it gets in the primaries.” —

Yorkville Enquirer



