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INSOUTH CAROLINA.

—

“0 windsof March, how soft ye blew
Across this lovely land ot flowers,
The very winds that toss the snow
On far-ofl Northern hills of ours!
How strange to dream of storm and cold,
Of frosty rights and days of gloom,
When jasmine twines its wreaths of gold
And bright azaleas ga'ly bloom!"

o musing, wandering on apart
With idle steps, I chanced to stray
To where, against the city’s heart,
An ancient chuwehyard nestling lay.
A sapplire sky was o'er my head,
Fresh springing grass beneath my feet;
That quite dwelling of the dead
Seemed made for slumber calm and sweet.

Great names of old, thew country's pride,
Were graven here on many a stone;
But, passing there, I turned aside
To onelow cross that stood alone.
“Ile died at Gettysburg,” it said,
“Anoaly son. Aged twenty years."
Down on the grass 1 laid my head
And wet the grave with bitter tears;

Forat that moment, to my thought
Another cross appeared to rise;
Almost the self-same words are wrought
Upon the marble where ke lies:
“At Gettysburg, just twenty-one’ —
My boy, my hero, young and bhrave!
“He was his mother's only son"—
Her heart is buried in his grave,

A voice was sounding in my ears,
A voice that spoke with cruel tona:
#0 foolish woman! Useless tears!
Far better had you kept your own!
Who knows which side the right doth lie
Dispute the question as yon may,
Two noble hoys went ont to die—
One life was surely flung away!”

*'No, no!” [ cried. “We needs must take
Our journey oft through cloud and night;
Yes, even at the morning’s break,
We turn, bewildered, from the light.
The cagle minds, whose steady eyes
Can face the sun, alas! are few;
But since we cannot all be wise,
Thank God, we can at least be true!

“The gold is mixed with baser ore,
But vet the furnace can refine;
In gelf=devotion, evermore
Some sparks of heavenly metal shine:
And so the soldier who laid down
His life for what he deemed the right,
He surely shall not miss che crown
Kept for all heroes in the fight.

“[n years to come, when men shall learn
To view this conflict from afar,
True faith and courage, then will burn,
Amid the darkness like a star.
Perhaps the children may exclaim,
‘Our fathers stambled ia the night;
T'heir grand devotion shall not shame
Our better wisdom, wider sight.” "

Then, rising from that holy ground,
I plucked a leaf of budding palm
And latd it gently on the.mound,
“After the tempest comes the caling
Sleep, gallant boy—the life you gave
Its precious fruit one day shall bring,
As, even now, from out your grave,
The lower of sympathy doth spring.”
I'RO PACE,

The Mad Driver.

(8]
AN OLD MURCHANT'S 8TORY.

Many years ago, when a lad about
ten, I was one ol the lowest subordi-

“nates in the large house of Maxwell

& Co, of T—— The duties allotted
to me in that extensive establishment
were of such a menial character as o
deeply wound my pride.

However, I labored with uutiring
energy. I was ambitious, and strug-
gled tor advancement,

Slowly, step by siep, sometimes fal-
tering and losing heart, I went on un-
til finully I reached a point which my
boyish tancy, iu its wildest flight, had
not surveyed. At the age of twenty-
one I became the junior member of the
firm,

In those days Maxwell & Co. had
an extended business, and it became
necessary from time to time to visit
the various places where the interests
of the tirm were located.

Thesg journeyd, usnally made by me,
taking place before the are of easy
and clegant travel of the present day,
were often tedious and attended by
hardship,

Au incident of one of them I am
now about to relate.  One of the prin-
cipal deblors of oar house was a man
named Braithwaite, living at D—-—
Kentucky, He had, by uniform hon-
esty, secured an almost uulimited
credit, _

At length, however, suspicions arose
and it was feared that he was about
to make a fraudulent disposition of his
property. Consequently it was ex-
ceedingly urgent L have a representa-
tive oun the ground o guard our inter-
ests.

I undertook the jourvey. Riding
on horseback day and night, through
a thinly settled, wild couatry, seldom
stopping, even for rest, I finally reach-
ed the live village ot P~~~ where I
was to take stage for my destination.

The only place in P for the
traveler’s accommodation was a little
inn standing a lew yards from the
highway. )

‘he coach register contained the
names of four persons to go that day
—two gentlemen beside myself, and
one lady. -

Soon I heard the rambling noise
made by the coach as it approached,

The particalar coach in question, to
which Pwmbout to commit my for-
tunes during my trip 10 De=-, had no
donbt once been of superior quality,
and though time had dimmed its col-
ors and weakened its frame, it was still
staanch and presentable in appearance,
The horses avuached 10 it (four in num-
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ber) were fine, high-spirted, powertul
anunals,

The driver was a veteran ot twenty
years” experience, well known to all
travelers by that route as “Old Jim-
my.” If he ever had a surname, I am
sure I never heard it,

Everything was now ready for the
departure, T took my place ia the
coach, and immediately atterward
there followed two gentlemen, and a
few seconds later, a lady.

The door was closed with a bang,
and oft' we started, .

My companions was as follows: On
the tront seat with me was a man ot
about torvy-five ycars ot age, stoutly-
built, medium hight, honest, homely
features,  One glance at his san-
browned face and large, coarse hands
satisfied me that he was inured to ol
No doubt a farmer, e was quict
and anassuming i demeancr, neatly
but coarsely clad,  We meet such

" CONWAYBORO, S. C.,

men every day, and find nothing about
them peculiarly intervesting, It 1 re-
member aright, his vame was Sunpson,

Ou the muddle seat directly tacing
me, way a man of a very differcnt
stamp. llad you met him i a crowd
he would have avtracted your especial
attention and interest.  Kxceedingly
tall, massive, and broad-shouldered;
no doubt possessed of great strengting
the head large, covered with abund-
ant hair, iron gray in color, and so
long as to touch his shoalders, s
features were regular, aud by the cas-
ual obser wouid have wveen  calied
handsome.  The impression produced
on me was puzzing.  Iv was certainly
not agreeable, but on the other hana,
I cunnot say that it was wxaetly disa-
greeable,

The controlling feeling was rather
curivgity in one whom 1 at once per-
ceived was extraordimary. 1 cannot
lorget a certain contraction ol the
wuscles ol hus mouth producing an ex-
pression alternating betweon sternness
and pain.  Ilis eyes were very large,
cold gray in color, restless, coutinuuliy
rouving trom oune object w0 another.,
I should add that he was ucakly, al-
most elegantly dressed. s beariug
sugeested aoman who had seen muach
ot liie-—one rather given o meditation,
His name was Rutus Reyuolas.  Be-
hind him, in the rewmotest corner of
the back seat, apparently shrinking
Irom observation, was the lady in the
case. I have deterred a descripuon ot
hery, not from any lack of gallanury or
deterence tor the sex, but rather be-
cause she avoided deseripuion,  She
was 8o closely veiled that ouly the con-
tour ot her features could be discerned.,
A stray lock of her hair escaping trom
coutinement was black.,  ller costume
was a traveling suit ol the finest ma-
terial and elegant fiuish.  She wore on
the fivst fioger of her right Lhand a
beautitul ring ot rare design. Deeply
imbuded, as I was, with the imagin-
tion and fire of youth, what ¢ould [ do
but conclude that she must be refined,
lovely and bLeautitul. She was cor.
tainly young, and there was aboat her
an indescribable something indicative
of good brecding.  One tiing worthy
of note did not eseape ma ag the time,
and that was that her face was tarned
continually  toward  Reynolds, as
though she was inteutly regarding
him,  IHe, on the other hand, scengd
totully oblivious of her presence, ?u,
I am mistaken; he tarned once and
scanned her curiously, and then [ saw
her withdraw further into the corner,
and avoid his gaze. There was cer-
tainly some misterious connection be-
tween these two, but what could it he?
1 was obliged to wait such develop-
ments as would afford an explanation.

IFor the first ten miles not more than
twenty words were spoken, and those
weredry and commoa place enough.
Surely not a very communicative par-
ty. This irksome quiet drove me for
relief to the surrounding scenery,

Sowe circumstance, 1 torget now of
what nature, led wwa conversation on
the ever-lraitful topic of religion. The
farmner, evidently a staunch church
man, expressed his views at some
lenyth, aud alter a manoer strictly or-
thodox. While listening to him my at-
tention was attracted by Reynolds’
manner,

Before a half-dozen words had been
spoken, that roving, restless move-
ment ol the eye, to which I have alrea-
dy alluded, partly disappeared, wnd
his large eyes expanded as he almost
fastened them on the tarmer, As ihe
latter progressed, Reynolds’ atiention
became tixed, He was evideatly iu-
tensely interested, and lahoted under
repressed excitement.  The wmassive
grandear of Ins frame seemed Lo vx-
pand under the effort to restrain his
teelings.  Ile sevmed to desire 10 say
something, and to be waiting eagerly
for an opportonity. None coming,
his impatience finally overcame him,
aund he spoke, in a voice wrembling
with emotion:

“Gentlemen, 1t is my solemn duty
to correct the errors of your faith,
Your religion is on a false fouondation,
The new must sapplant the old, I tell
you I bave studicd religion lor twenty
years; studied iv day and night, with-
oung rest. - lear my judgement: Your
Charceh is au oppression in the land,
‘I'he poor have Euen vobbed to enrich

her. She must be siripped of her!

f.

wealth lor the benefit of the abject and
needy ot the land. I am calied to
preach the new gospel.  The Charch
must be leveled aod her mimsters driv-
en [rom the land.  All who do not ac-
cept the new gospel must be destroy-
ed.”

Those words were uttered
with an carnestness truly majestice,
The speaker seemed to teel that he

a8 indeed sent to carry out the re-
torm he referred to.

During the delivery of this tirade,
the vailed fady had not eseaped my
notice,

Not lor an instant had she
her head trom the direction
speaker, whom she was

turnced
of the
evident ly

watching intently, and as his enthusi- |

asm iuereased, 1 tancied she show-
ed signs ot alarm,  Here recarvrved the
perplexing  question as to what
mysterions relations existed  between
them,  Revolving this question in my
mind, I was thoroughly on the qgui
vive, and anxiously awating  some
denoucment, when suddenly, and o
my disgust, we stopped tor dinuer,

Dinner was linished, and at about
two o'clock in the aiternvon we  ye-
sumed our places,  Isay we, 1 am mis-
taken—there were three of us only.
Reynolds' place was vacant, 1 at
once supposed thav he was riding  on
the box, and was conlivined in this sup-
position by heaving his deep voice 1
conversitton with the driver,  There
wus now a marked change in Miss Cas
uves eonduet, The canse 1 dustantiy
attributed o the abisenee ol !;1--\'j|._~{.l-.
and yet could nov imagine how his
presence should act us w restraint on
her,  She had removed her vaily and
disclosed one of the most attractive,
winsome faces Lhad ever looked upon.
My youthiul instinets  were correct,
She was indeed young and beautital,
Do I not express iy, when I osay she
Was 4 most charming youny lady?

It was not long betore one ol those
pleasant  couversations  which  com-
mence 1o nothiong and olten end
nething, and yeu beguile the tediouns.
ness ol travel, bad sprung up between
us,  Nhe was welb mtormed, fluent and
entertaining, and I soon became much
iterested,

AL this stage of our journey we had
reached a hiny, almost mouniainvus,
part of the country. The rouwd nad
become very narrow and contracted,
bounded on one band by a line ol steep
rugged hulls, on the otber by a deep
ravine, with precipitnons sides, Many
fect below nnghe be heard the rush ot
witer., I could ot (l\'lal‘t'hs a shudaer
ag Ilooked down into the abyss, and
thought what an ugly place this part
of the roand  would be during a dark,
stormy mght,

We were now moving at a rate ol
speed which scemed ravher epsate, con-
sideving the nature ot the country. 1
Ieit no great uncasiness;, however, rely-
ing, as I did, upon the experience ol
the driver, 1 had occasionally caughin
tragments of the conversation going
on between him aod the excentrie
stranger. Their vorees became so loud
that we could distinetly hear Reyunoids
INSISLIng, 10 4o angry tone, on Iriving,
and the firm retusal ot the drver,
This produced a decided eftect on Miss
Castle. Ilere again was dircetly trace-
able the influcuce  which Reynolds
exerted on her. The domivent teeling
seemud to be a sort ol dread,

Devermined o solve the problem; |
elicted trom Miss Castle, by a few
vell-timed  questions,  the ‘tollowing
disclosures, which you may casily 1m-
agine were no’, under the circumstan-
ces, cither gratitying  or sootliing.

Roynolds, it appeared, was  well
konown to Miss Castle.  Ia s youth
he nad swudied tor  the minstry.
PPossessed ol wealth, his education had
been ol a superior character, and  he
had early given  promise ot a uselui,
distingushed earcer.  Deep, continued
study, however, united with religrous
euthusiasm, unsettled lus reason. lle
had at first appeared havmless, bat in
time the nature of his malady so
chavnged that he at intervals became
violent and dangervous,  He was final-
ly placed under the care of a keeper,
but not betore he had Lwice attempted
Lo take the lile of his tviends, during

his periodical attacks ot 1usanity, He
was ab last placed 10 an asylum, and
was, no doubt, supposed by  his
tricnds 10 be in custody ab the very
time when 1t was my tortune 10 have
him tor a traveling  companon,  In a
word, the distinguished-looking  gen-
teman there on tne driver'’s box, ap-

p'nrumiy 80 anXious Lo take charge o)
our destinies, was uoue other than an
escaped lunatie,

The dangerous nature of the rosd,

and the now accelerated speed at
which we weve going, were grave

causes lor alarm.

A seuse of hmpending peail, possered
me,  The conversution between ey -
nolds and the diivery, whicli bad tor a
vime somewhat lulled, was resimed in
louder, angricr tones thau betore,

I noticed that “Old Jimmy's” voice
was thick, and bis words spoken with
an indisunctness chavacteristic of a
man uader the iufluence ot liquor,

What if Reynolds, with a madman’s
cunning; had plied him  with  liquor,
the better Lo accomplish some wil
purpose?

R ik

Suddenly we  heard sounds of a
stragele, eries and oaths, a  thod on
the coach top, as of a heavy tall; then
a gasping and choking, as  though
some oue were trying to get breath,

Now thoroughly alarmed, and teel.
ing certain that something wrong had
takea place, Ileaned as far as  possi-
ble out of the window, and saw some-
thing which is as clear in my memory
to-day as though it had happened  but
)'Uhlt-rt_l;l_\'.

Standing on the foot board was the
diver and Reynolds eagaged in a ter-
vible struggle.

They swayed backward and forward
with ghe motion of the conch, at vimes
{ atmost  falling torward  uoder the
horses, or to the side under the wheels,
The driver's fuce was red, and swollen
almost 1o Iull‘::l!un_:; s arms were
around the body ot his adversary
though ma death-grip.  'I'he
[lean srom of Reynoids was almost
fercety s hat was offy his long han |
surcaming; his eyes flashing hke those |
ot a beast ol prey aboat Lo spring on

s

heren-
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[ ealled to Miss Castle; she did not
apynear to hear me, and did not  move,
There was no time for ceremony. |
touk her in one arm, and then grasp

ing the door and leaning torward as
far as possible, [ gave one glance
around me, and then leaped blindly

out.

I struck hard; a heavy darkness en-
veloped me. I became insensible, A
tew hours afterward, when 1 recovered
consciousness, I was na farm-house
near by, receiving the very best atten-

tion that could be bestowed.  Miss
Castle and the farmer were active in
administering Lo my wants. The for-
mer was protuse in her expressions ol
grattitude  to me for having, as she
claimed, saved her hte.  Such words,
[ assure you, were balm o my

wotnd«,

[ was happy to see that she and the
Iarmer had escaped with litde  injury.,
[ was severely  bat  not dingeronsly
braised, and, 2o well was Tattended, |
[ was able to resnme my _]nul‘m*}' 1 a

[ fow days,

its vicuun,  DBoth ot his haods clasped
| the diver's throat, who at lenoth, un
able to withstand the viee-like grip,
loveened his hold aod lell heavily,  al-
most under the wheels,

e wild ride now commenced,

Reynolds seized the rems and whip
and iashed the horses into madoess
vot much fess than his own, AL 10
tervals e attered aery, something ot |
a yell and  langh, thae ehilled one o |
vhe heart,. Qaward we sped with the
I‘;lpiiill_\' ol the wind.

I turned tomy companions, 'l'lu-y
had evidently taken in the situation.
The  davmer,  though  very much
alavmed, was sell-possesgsed  and coun-
ageous,  Phe voang lady was tereified
Lo such an extenl that her  ftace wis
blavched and her features I':ul'l}' this-
Lurted,

Lhe situation was awftul,  How
escape  was Lthe question. My lirst
thought was that we could lt‘:lp Lrom
Lthe coachy vt one look at the i.tg:__{mi
rocks on one side and the deep ravine
o Lhe otber, convineed me that such
a course wold be vur cervam  destrue-

Lo

don. Foremam seemed equally hopue-
less, We were threatened with  an-
stant anoilidation,

OQuranad deiver plied the Tash and
velled av s maddened  steeds, The

notse wad leartul,  'he
Lrotn swde to side, and
nearly turned over,  Qur tate sceoed
yaver between death by beng
dashed o pieces against vhe rocks on
he one sidey, and precipitation into
Lhe ravine on the ovher. The wheels
olten shaved the edge ol the precipice,
seuding the  rocks tumblhing below,
My acquinntance with all the leatures
ot Lthe road, naving traveled 16 once or
Lwice belore, enavled me Lo decide on
sote plan ol escape,

ALout a wile abead there wasa
lotk ne the rowd. Uhic teft hand  was
e route tormerly traveled, bav being
Uiough o vad part of the country,
andaiways cousidered  dangerous, 1w
had long been ubandoned, was out of
repair, s brdges down, &ey Clhe
tigbt band, or new road, was wide,
level aud i good  condivion, 1 de-
cided  that n the lete was taken 1o
would be better vo risk deach by leap-

coach rocked
several times

'tll

g Lrom Lo coach, thian Lo remain
aidd daee tnevitabie destrucetion, Bt
1 Lhe Vight  wiy tahen  our chiauces

would be aitogether better, it being
evident that tue horses could not much
longer Keep up thewr breakuoeck gan,
ated that  they  would  probabiy ruan
Lhewmselyes down Lo such au extent as
Lo make our exit trom the vebele com-
paratively suate,

T'he decisive moment
Onward! sull onward! with upabaved
rapidity.  Objects flew  past without
shupe; the beavens turned tnoa cirele,
Wouwid the devil who was driving
give us but one chance tor our lives?

1 fele reheved  wiwen the tume for
acuon artived. 1 pushed  opon the
couch door, grasped the door post
leaned forward and glanced up the
road.  Abead was a steep descent, au
the tool ol which was Lhe place where
thie roads parted,  And yeu no  slack
e speed; the wild, inturated animals
dasned on; the mereiless driver, now a
demon witk blood shot ey es and toam-
g mouthy sull urged them oy and

approached.

uitered the ravings of his waduess.

Now we ure almost ivhere. One
huodred yards abead!

Kiity yaras ahead!

I Jooked atr Miss  Castle. She
scewed liteless, T told her wo spproach
the door where I stowd.  She did so

without a word,

Now we are there,  Will the fiend
on the box pull Lo the righvor w the
lenn?

ke seems undecded. Ile flashes
lus glance tirst on one side and then
Lhe viher,

e pulls o the right and we are
saved. Nol He has changed his pur-
pose; he pulls 1o tho lele.

His indecision saved our lives. The
leuders first reined o the right, turned
that way, then immediately afterward
reined to the letr, endeavored to obey,
but the change was too sudden.
They halted tor a second. One of
them was confused; he reared, plunged
forward, and almost fell, but recovered
himsell.  Then was our time, it ever,

| '.nltl

[ the old road.

As to Reynolds, the last seen of him
g coursers  alive was  as they
reached the sumimit ot a loeh hill on
He was standing erveet,
one hand holding the reins, the other

extended foward, as though urging

[onward to the tragic doom that await-

ed him. It must have been a grand
picture,

Reaching a stream, anbridged, run-
ning between steep, rocky  banks,  he
doutless halted not a moment, but
drove over the brink, and was probab
ly iastantly killed by the crash and
ruin which followed.  1is body, once
80 grand and majestic in ity strength
and grace, aow scarcely recognizable,
so mangled was ity was taken to his
family at .

[ xhoald not onmt to state that “old
Jimmy™ was not fatally ijured by his
stragole with the madman, and  {all
from the conch, 1le recovered, and
resomed Yis place cn the line,

Several years afterward I mwoet him
on the same route, and discussed with
him the exciting iveidents of our ride.

In conclusion, I should add that my
business in D.———was satisfacworily
ended,

This jonrney proved one of the turn-
ing points in tmy life.

Tle acquaintanee made  with Miss
Castle under gueh romantic  #urround-
ings coneluded in our subsequent  en-
gagement and marviage,

el @

Reappearance of the Grasshopper,
Pl 1

The Chicago 7ribune of Wednes-
day has reports trom Kansas and Mis-
souri showing that the inevitable grass-
hopper has alveady appeared in mul-
titudious numbers in some protions of
those States.  This year ke comes, ac-
cording to report, reduced in size, even
to the diminutive proportious of the
flea, and ranging from that to the size
of the common house-fly.  1Tis numbor
does not seem to have been dinnished,
biut, on the contrarvy, heis as solid to
the square leot as during their raid of
last season, and his capacity for des
truction is full as great as when his
bodily bulk accorded with the general
Ideaofthe average hopper.  Dispateli-
CH report this troublesome pest as al-
ready swarming and ivereasing  from
Missourt to the Rocky Mouutaing, —
The 7ribune gavs further north, in
Nebraska and Minnesota, it is throughu
that the wissian of the grasshopper is
Guished, and that the buomers will
have an opportunity to recover their
lost ground,

S —— e
The Pea-Nnt,

1

The pernut which is 0 popular a
commodity, nas one pecalinrity ol
growth which distinguishes it from all
other kuown plaste, The flowors and
leayves are produced  as they arve in
other plants of the pea and bean tribe;
but when the Hower has withered, the
stem which supparts it grows rapidly
m a curved manner, bent toward the
ground, into which it peucirates sev-
oral inclies.  In this position the traiu
becomes rvipened, and feam (his singuo-
lar operation the pea-uut hias derived
the nime ot “earth nut” in Karope,
This nut is a valuable article of food
in many tropical conntrieg, and i3 ex-
tensively culuivated.  Formely it was
largely imported; nwow we depend
chiefly on the crops from Virginia
aud the Carvolining, It <containg a
large percentage of clear yellow oil,
which ig esteemed for domestic pur-
poses, zud is frequently used to adul-
tevave olive oil.  In Cochin China, and
in lndia, pea-nut oil is used in lamps,

A Parry has been organized by the
engineer burcau of the war department
tor the prosccution ¢l surveysin Cen-
tral New Mexico, southern and soath-
western Colorado and California, un-
der the immediate charge ol Lieuten-
ant George W. Wheeler, Uuited
States eagineers, Surveys will also
be made tor the purpose of ascertain-
ing the practicability of diverting the
waters of the Colorado of the west,
for irrigation and otheva purposes. A
amall party will also bo sent out by
the Smithsonian institution to make
archimological investigations in the

Santa Catalina islands.
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Impure Reading,

Among the many iafluences which
are continually operating upon human
character and life, perhaps there in no
one more pawerluly more constant,
and wore rapidly increasing than thay
of reading,  Ouce the privilege ol tha
few, 1t 15 now the perogative o ailg
once hmitedin its range, and ineacor
inits amount, tLis now almost intinite
in its variety and gquality; once a v
and it s

of

I 'l"ltii‘ll'l Mitn!

expensive luxury, oW @
cheap and universal means
Ity

one

ey =

menat, intluvnee

.l"rl.?
companion of loncly honrs, it eondaer 4
the

rapudity, over every part of the know a

and, in sense unbounded,

wine, with more than  lightning

world; it giyea it the combimed vesnalra
of huwman achievement; ILopens up Lo
1t view long  vistas of the past amld
!Nl-‘m“ll’ilit'ﬂ ol the |'lllll'{'; i ||IIII'_:-| 113
1nto eldre contact with  other  minds,
in their most concentrated forms, and
thas exerts incalculable power,

At st sight it might seem that
such a wighty and increased intfluence
must be purely bheneticent inata effoe,
—expanding the mind, enlarging  the
views, correcting  ervor,  ditluming
trath, and subsututing mental  pleas-
ures for merely animal  gratification,
We are glid to believe that, to a large

extent, these are 1y resulis. Through
the volumes which find their way »so
quickly trom the shelves of the pule

lishers and the pablie  libravies into
every home; through the monthly and
weekly magazines which hie on every
table, and the daily papers, which
come nndaer every eye, our !u"ﬂl-](‘ are
being enlightencd, gquickened, edncu

ted; ther tuenlties  are  stinrvuluted,
thew curosity excited, their minds en-
larged,  We never  suflicientiy
honor an influence at onee 8o powerind
for agood, and so conducive to humun
hiappriess,

And yet it iy impossible that, in the
flood ot liverature  that spreads over
onr Lind, there shootd  be no ampuon-
tics, no  element that carries  pore,

instead of nourishment, to throgo whe
drink indiseriminately of ity waters,
It is unhappily too patent that sucen
an clement exists and iv thas
a most important doty tor ench owe to -
Judge avcurately of the quality ot the
literature which he paruses  himselt or
puts into the hands of  another,  For
reading is to the mind  very much
what cating is to the body, As  the
food is dizested, it hecomes assimilazed
with the pirysical system, entering  in-
to the very nerves and tissues, and
forming new  blood—thus  leaving
continual impress of its own natur:
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upon the body. Soin reading, we
take another kind of feod, which be-
comes cquanlly  assdmilated with the

mitd, entering into uad  transforming
its very structure, and -lvn\"mf‘ triced
which can never be effaced. uch aof
a man's charaoter s formed by lis
readineg, Iii he pure and bracing,
his encrigies will be inviguraved aud
his powers strengthened; it it have 2
high moval wue, he will insens hiy he-
come morally elevated; if it be keen
and acute, 1L will sharpen his intellesy;
if it be  poetical and impassioned, it
will develop bis imagination and in-
spire bis emotions,  So il his  geserad
reading 'be weak and trashy, his saind
will become enfeebled;if it be impure
and sensual, his passion will be in-
flamed; itiv be vicioas  and  unprinei-
pled; s lower nature will be stiinala-
ted and his moral sense stifled, — £2474-
adelphia Ledger.
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Searching the Mails.

It is annonnced thau the Vostmaster-
General bas determined Lo break «) a
lottery or gitt esiterprise at Cinein
by stoppiug all money orders send
through the mails and retarnlng theu
Lo the serders; or by some sysken  of
the Post Oiice Department enabsliag
the senders o zet their money haek.
To Lreak up gift enterpnives wnud
and lotberiss may be o very commen-
dable thang in iwell; but hew abuat
the means taken in this iustanece 1o
that end?

I the mails can be searchel fur 010
pucpose, why not lor anotherr il v
eusy it must become 1o open and el
private cotrespoudesce oM KOMe  pros
tence lar different trom the reai stive
which prompts the acul

This subject was very fuly dus.
cussud in the old  anti-slavery  Wes
An attempt was made Lo stop the eir-
culation ol juncendiary matter, s it
was culled, meaning aoti-slavery punw-
lications, in the slaveholdmg Slatey,
by rifling the mails of everythiug ot
the kind; bat there was a geucral ou -
barst of indignation at this througa-
out the [ree States, and the right te
have mal matter pass uwntrawmelleld
and freo [rom espiouage was stroagly
insisted upon, .

It morality is to be enforoed in this
way, who shall judge what morality
i8? Can even the levters of alergymca
pass vrough the mails without lirat
being examized Dy » couser? Thea
who i to keep the censor niwself
straight P Y, N, Sun.




