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- MY FATHER'S GHOST.

Qa a stormy March evening, in the year
17—, I found myself benighted upon a
lonely road, which ran through e3¢ of the
most sparcely settled districts of North-
Eastern Virginia. The clouds, which had
been lowering all the afternoon, gathered
at twilight into tempestuous masses, which
swept madly before an east wind, and soon
oversproad the entire heavens with one im-
penetrable veil of gloom.

¢ rain rushed down in torrents and so
blinded was I by its force, that I literally
could not see the head of my horse in whose
sagacity and sure-footedness, however, 1
was ready implieitly to confide. Thestorm
raged for three hours with uninterrupted
fury, and I began to despair of finding shel-
ter for the night, when a feeble glimmer on
the left, proceeding apparently from the
summit of a steep hill, apprized me of the
vicinity of a human gwelling. At the
same moment, my animal quickened his
Ppace, und in a short time stood panting be-
fore the entrance of a house, which, in the
imperfoct light of a lantern that swung iu
the front passage, seemed to bo of conside-
rable size and pretension. I dismounted,
and knocked loudly at the door. There
was no answer. After a pause I koocked
again, Still, no answer. Were the in-
mates dead, or had they, like myself, lost
their way in the storm! For full five min-
utes I pounded the panels of the Leavy onk
door, shouting at intervals until [ was quile
hoarsa and exhausted. At inst there was
n stir witliin, The stairway ereaked under
the footsteps of some person descending (o
the first story. The movements were slow
and esutious, as of one wlm anticipated
meeting & foe.  la x moment or two they
m afwgul.her-—-eutything was gilent as
re. | now grew imputient, and taking
the butt of uny riding whip, which was
bound with iron, struck against the door
furiously and without iutermission. *Who
firg youl” said a quavering vuice from the

Interior. « *What do you wanmt? go away—
4 - o -

go away. l've nothing to give you—gao

wew-1-y." Nuver lLefurs or sines live |

Jistened to tones which denoted such an
#byss of nbject tercor,  Here's some wreteh.

~ed ntiser, thonght I, who fears an inrowd
upon bis iron chest! 1 explaived my posi-
tion, and besought shelter and bospitality
until morning. The bolts were slowly
withdrtwn, and to my amazement there
stood befure me # bals and stalwart man of
about sixty, habited in a faded dressing
gnwu.'nm{slipperﬁ. but whose face, as re-
vealed by the candle which le carried in
his trembling hand, was as pale as the face
of death.

“8ir,” said he, with an evidently Hercu-

effort to recover his composure, *I be;
your pardon—this is a wild n.:ig!aborlwoj
~—burglaries are common—and—and—iu
short, [ did not know J should have to
deal with a gentleman. You're welcome,
sir, walk in.”

I followed my host, who, with a singular
uncertain gait, (net the gait of au intoxica-
ted mun,) led me up one flight of stairs to
an apartment which I presumed to be the
drawing room. 1If so0, it had evidently not
been put to its legitimate uses for a long
period. Heavy layers of dust rested on (he
chairs and ottornans, and the rich carpet
upon which we walked, defaced rather by
noglect than age, gave out a dry musky
odor, excessively pungent and disngreeable.
The mirrors, of wﬁich there werefour of ex-
traordinary size, were completely mil-dew-
ed, and a huge chandelier depending from
the ceiling, and enveloped by several thin
wrappers of gauze, looked wholly dim and
lustreless.

The ceiling itself was of most remarkable
construction, It was concave, very lofty in
the centre, and adorned in several parts
with elaborate bas-reliefs by no means in-
artistically conceived. Two tall wax
candles, in ponderous silver candle-
slicks, stood upon the mantle piece.
Hastening to light one of these, my con-
ductor happened to stumble. The lamp
fall from his hand, and was instantly extin-
guished. This simple accident appeared
to give hima the most intenss concern, [
could bear his teeth chatter in the dark,
and he fumbled so long about the floor at-
templing to regain the lamp, that I was
forced to come to his nssistance, I had a
box of matehesin my pocket, a fow of which
were dry, and with one of these I succeed-
ed in illuminating the room. Tho face of
my companion was even more ghastly than
it had been before,

I tried to re-mssure him by assuming a

y and frank maouner,

“What a nobls old mansion, sir, yours
seoms (o bel 1 had not expected to find
such an establishment in the back-woods,”

The man mumbled something in reply, .
pulled the bell rora with violence, and then |
fell languidly back into a seat,

I followed his example, and for five min.
utes veither of ua spoke. During this in-
terval, 1 repeatedly observed that my com
panion's eyes were fixed upon me in a fur-
tive, suspicious manner. He was dreadful-
ly nervous and uneasy, shifting his po-
sition every momeunt, and looking fromi
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 sumed, entered, and to his ch 1 was in-
 stantly committed, The mu:a? slunk ra-
ther walked away, simply bovcring
me wilh a-hasty bow as hom My cun-
osity was aroused, and [ add a fow
leading questions to the servant, who re-
plied in 8 maaner which led me to fancy
ithat the fellow was idiotic. I could abso-
lutely extract but a single intelligible sen-
tence from kim, and that embodied the in-
formation that my horse had been carried
to the stable and comfortably provided for.
I observed that, having ridden thirt
miles in the course of the day, I was bot

bungry and weary, and that, therefore, sup-
er and a bed would be immediately accepla-

le.. The negro siguified his comprehen-
sion of my wishes by a grunt, left the room
with some alacrity, and returned in a sliort
time bearing a ‘waiter loaded with cold
ham, and two decanters of wine.

I madé a considerable meal, and was
then shown into a snugly furnished cham-
ber, enlivened with a roaring fire, and pre-
senting an appearance of comfort, and even
luxury. o

Oppressed by f::.:ﬁus as I was, it would
naturally besupposed that sleep would have
visited me unbidden, But no sooner had
I thrown myself upon the bed than a
strange restlessness took possession of every
limb. The mattress on which I lay was
soft and downy, and yet I could mot” have
been more uneasy had I reclined upon a
couch of thorns. austed to the last de-
gree, but unable to close my eyes for a mo-
ment, I tossed and tossed for hours, until I
becarne aware by the burning heat of my
hands aod forehead and a parched feeling
in the throat, that I had contracted a ra-
ging fever. T was constitutionally liable to
this disease, which never failed soouer or
later to "affect the brain, and I now knew
by a ringing in my ears that I was about to
be attacked by delirium. Graduoally, my
fancies grew fantastic. Uunearthly ~faces
grinned out from the embers. The flicker-
ing shadows on the wall leaped up towards
me, waving what [ imagined to be the
tawny arms of savages, performing a furi-
ous war dance. Then, from amil this
motley group, there rose a low wailing
soand, which resembled the cry of some
tortured vietim, pleading for releaso and
mercy. Now, with regard to the guickly-
swaying savages and the grotesquerie of
their wild anovements, | entertained that
half conscionsness of illusion which seldom
deserts us either in delirium or in dreams,
but the wailing sonuds [ profundly felt 10
bo real. The dancing became wore rapid
and reckless; the weird fignres inerensed
prodigiously in bulk and outline, until sud-
denly they seemed 10 dart towards the door,
through which they disnppeared, doubtless
in chiase of their victim, who, as [ thought,
was making a4 desperate effot to eseupe,
nerding the-air with sluiek on shriek as he
retreated.  In a state of unbounded excite-
ment, 1 spiang to my feet, and rushed
madly ufier the shadows, A light was still
burning dimly iuthe receprion room, which,
let me observe, was in immeliste proximity
to my chamber. 1 dashed up aud down
this apartment, crossing the floor at every
possible angle, for the phantoms were all
arounsd me, and the victimsull wailed more
pitably than ever. T have said that at the
very acme of my madness [ Znew the
sounds of lamentation aud terror to be real.
Well, as [ ran frantically about the room, I
was arrested immediately beneath the mauf-
fled “brilliants” of the chandalier by a won-
derful increase of distinetness in  these
sounds, DPreviously there had been no
defiuite syliabification, but now Leould catels
the meaning of words, pronounced ina
E)Iniul.ire, beseeching manner, accompanied
1y - deep groans, and the occurrence at in-
tervals of what I took to be the Llows of
somo dull and weighty instrument. Under
the instinctive conviction that I was about
to be brought in contact with what was ac-
tual and tangible, tho delirium which pos-
sessed e became at once intensified and
systematic. I determined (o penetrale the
mysteries by which I was surrounded, and
especially to decipher the riddle of the blows
and wailings, which grew louder and more

room [ now determined to find, Stealin

swift and quiet pace up the stairway, and
speedily reached the door of the apartment
whence the singular noise proceeded. I
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by the arbor in —— —— near the oncicv]
sure marked ——. It was all ——
foot to foot —, but his swo—— was
sh——. " I knew. that ——. What —=
any to Emi—— Obh! God - e
‘confess confess die -

Thus far bad ‘1 deciphered the scroll,
which was blotted, worn, and in parts al-
most illegible, when I heard a faint ruatle
behind me. . My bost had recovered, and
‘was standing bolt upright -by his chair.
His figure was as ri 'su the figure of a
corpse. The muscles of the were
drawn down, and his eyes rested with a sto.
ny glare not upon the scroll, which I held
in my right hand, but on the folds of a
cambric handkerchief, saturated with cau
de cologne, which I had mechanically bound
around my forehead to aoothe the raging
headache of fever.

Into the substance of this handkerchief
the initials of my name were distinotly work-
¢d in black and blue thread, 'The inteusity
of the man's gaze fettered me as with in-
invisible chains. At length with a monn,
not of pain or anger, but of deadly suspense,
he bounded up to me, tore the handker-
chief from my forehead, and staggered with
it to the light. He held the initials in
every possible position, repeating them to
himselfin a toue of abstracted inquiry, All
at once his manner changed to an air of the
wildest terror. Springing up like a mad
man, he waved me og‘ with outstretched
arms, shrieking out, “Have you come to
torment me before the time! Fiend that
you are, would you drag me to a lower hell
than this? I will not go—no—no—1 will
not go! T defy you!” he shouted, apparently
gaining courage from the very extremity of
his despair. *I defy you,” and then in a
lower key ha multered idiotically some old
latin exoreism, “ Conjuro te—scelestissima—
iniquissima—atga miserrima—conjuro te!
conjuro te/ 1"

In one of those fantastic changes of mood
s0 common under the influence of delirium,
[ now grew heartily tired of the scene,
about which [ thought there was a wvast
deal of mummery, so, tossing the seroll,
which I bad all along retained, scornfully
from me, 1 reeled back to my chamber.
Towards morning I was visited by a deep,
but unrefreshing slumber. [t was late in the
day when I awoke, rational, but greatly ex-
hausted. - My first impulse was to attribute
the events of the night to disorder and ex.
citement of brain, gl knew from experience
how startling and vivid a fever dream
might be, but in the present instance n
trivial cirenmstance demonstrated that |
biad not been moring altogethier in a region
of phantasye The cambric han lkerelicl
no Emger « nvelopad my head, nor could 1
find it either beneatl the Led cfothes or in

lently dowii beside me. I had expected a
Ay struggle, but the man seemed par-
nlia;gawilh surprise and tereor. I held him
in‘the firm grasp of desperstion,

;‘Villninﬁmuudrell dumm;!” said [, tight-
ening my fingers upon his throat, until his
hnanﬁling changed into a slw:l:l .lpaamodic
hiss, “I have you now! Either rolease me
this moment, without one second's delay,
or, by the Eternal, I shall strangle you on
the spoil” “Let me go!” he replied, “you
are killing me—only let me go, and you
are free!"”

I bounded to my feet, still retaining a
strong, though less painfal grasp upon my
jailor, threatening to brain him without the
slightest ado, if lie veutured (o escape.

“Now, sir! release mal® The wretch
took a small iron key from the pocket of
his waistcoat, and unlocked the manacles
with which I had been confned.

So soon as I felt myself at liberty, 1
seized my companion more fiercely than be.
fore, and, although be was a person of pow-
erful frame, dragged him bodily up from
the wine-vault, as I afterwards discovered
my place of durance to be, atd confronting
him in the Lowest daylight which fashed
cheerily upun me, sternly demanded an ex-
I;!c:unlion of the treatment to which I had

n subjected. The man's answer was
strange enough.

“Is that your property!” he inquired, pul-
ling & cambric hankerchief from his bosom,
and extending it towards me,

“It is my property,” I replied,

“And the initinls—the initials! what do
they signify! Your name, sir, for God's
sake your name!”

“My name is La Roche—Augnstus Ed-
ward La itoche!”

The effect of this annonncement scemed
to ine miraculous. The tall, athletic man,
to whom I had made so nalural a commu-
nieatioh, started back with an indescribable
gesture of fear and loathing, and ulttering
one sharp shrick of anguish, fell at my feet,
rigid—inanimnte —dend, ;

The explanation of this mysterious nar-
rative, which, let we assure the reader, is
uot a fiction, for I have it in my power to
demonstrato the truth of every word of it,
was revealed to ma some days subsequent
to the singular eatastrophe which I have re-
corded. The explanation is briefly as fol-
lows:

Many years before the date of my story,
a gentloman of French extraction owned
the gloomy old mansion in which T aggi-

| March evening of 175-, The proprietor’s
[ fetlier was a cortnin Monsieur Auguste La
Roche, who had loft his conntry upon the
revogation of the ediet of Nantes.

Burning with n sense +f tho tyranhy
from which he hal eseaped, M. La Roche,

any quarler of thie chiamber. Now I was
absolutely  certain that I lnd, just af
ter retiring, made use of the handkerchicf
for tha purpose 1 have specified, aud in con-
firmation of this there stood the uneorked
bottle of culogne upon a chair within
reach of the bedstead. My speculations

trance of the negro who had served me on
the evening Lefore. e Lrought in an ex
| eellent breakfast, which he arranged on a
side tuble of malingany, presenting at the
same time his muster’s compliments, with
the hope that my fever had subsided! [Tow,
I asked, did his master know that 1 had
suffered from fever! The fullow opened his
eyes in the extremity of astonishment, in-
forming me that I hiad been sleep -walking,
and had come nigh murdering my host in
the entry. The explanation satisfied me,
[ really then Aaed ecommitied cortain ex-
travagances, which were materially exaggo
rated Ly an juflamed fmagination, After
the necessary apologies, and thauks which
I charged my attendant, (who, by the way,
was not the stupid creature I had supposed
him,) to convey to his master, I partook
sparingly of the meat and bread before me,
making up for this neglect of the substag.
tials by copious draughits of coffee.
Somewhat refreshed, I sunk back upon
| my couch. DBy degress a strange lethnrpy
crept over me. The window curtains, stir
red by a faint wind, and waving to aud fro

! mournful music. Soon all consecutiveness

cautiously into the corridor, I crept with a | ©f thought was lost, and I lapsed iuto a|

condition of absolute ani rayless oblivien,
- * * * ¥ »

. When next T woke to a sense of life, it

wera distributed by the uneeremonious en- |

being inflicted upon some one. Groans of | darkness. The atmosphere was cold and
deep anguish aml hoarse petitions fo: pardon | damp, chilling me to the very soul. 1 at-
were interrupted ouly by the repeated apd | tempted to move, but imagine my horror
regular strokes. [ _am] dismay, when the dull elank of chains
aver developed into frenzy as T listened. | informed me that [ had lre?u bound hLund
It was easy to persuade myself that nothing and foot. 1\'1}‘ brain was dizzy and vacaul,
less than murder was about to be commit- | 8d the effort to penetrate the dreadful
ted. T%hat, of course, it was my duty as a ‘ mystery of my situation, resulted into a se-
man and a Christian to prevent. So | cond attack of delirium in which the dark-
soized the handle of the deor, which, to my | ness suddenly became luminous with blue
surprise, yielded to the presaure, aud quick- and red meteors, and winged serpents I]fltig
ly entered the room. towards me wilth tongues of flame, [hen
The spectacle which met my oys was | occurred another spell of total uncouscious-
certainly most strange and startling.” Grov. | 1éss.
elling at the foot of a rougl wooden imago | \ i
of the Virgin, lay the man whom 1 sup- | libovq my head. _lf.lmn glnocing upward [
posed to ba the master of the house, gath-| Perceived a ray of light gl-_mmurm;; from
erad up into a heap, with a leathern thong | the ceiling. |_1'- gradually increased until
held loosely in his right hand, and the| 80 aperture like that of a trap door was
blood flowing freely from his side and | discernable,and in the midst of it a palo hiu
shoulders, which ware porfeetly bare, o | man face peering anxiously down into the
was motionless, and [ percsived upon ap-| dungeon. [ recognised my Liost, and saw at
proaching nearer that he had fainted away, | the same moment that 0 rough  wooden
A taper was burning on the table before | Iadder communicated with the apartment
him, in the blaze of which lay a mysterions “l"’"f‘- My first foolish impulse was o eall
looking scroll, marked at the top with a| for aid and deliverance, but I iustantly sub-

No sooner bad I perceived this scroll than | Bom. [ lay perfoctly still, searcoly breath-

all care for the condition of my host was su- | Ing-  After the lapse of some minutes, the

perseded by & burning desire (o possess my- | ladder commenced to creak, and 1 observed

self of tho contents of the paper. I snatch. | My host dmcmfms cautiously and pausing

ed up ihe first page and glanced greedily | ON overy round.

over it. Incapnble of readitg consecutive- | Having renchied thie foor, ko groped to

1{. for I was dizzy avd dim of night, the
ocument before me resolved itsell some-

what into the following shape:

y August 20th, 17—.

length, 1 rested as one dead. He felt my
limbs, which were rigid and elammy, and
then ventured to stoop towards my face.

time to time keenly towards the deor. At

langth, a brawny negre, hie servaut, | pre- |

This is the confession of I have
done the . Heis de—, and ——

With a quick, furious motion I threw my
arms about his neck, and pulled him vio

I was aroused at length by aslight sound |

cross, wrought, I imagined, with red ink. | dued it, and determined to resort to strata. |

tisms of convention, nd (so exlled) legiti-
{ mate monarehy far belind him, penetrated
linto the back woods, and with the remains
{ol nrigal fortune, settle down
| amid tiie solitude of & remote and suvage
wilderness,  His fumily cousisted of twin
{ children, both of them boys, and the infint
disughter of n dear friend, who had perish-

moodily

ed iu the civil wars of that unhappy  pe
riod,

Madame La Roclie had died some months
before her husbaund’s departure from France,
The young La Roclies’ grew up,
rous, and manly, well skilled in wooderaft,
and with econsiderabile general informution

scliolar, faithfully grounded them in the
{ “bumanities,” and whatever else was then
]'cunri.til'u-l necessury to the education of a
genlicman,
| Emily Montaign, the old man’s ward,
{ matured, as the years passed, into a maiden
of exquisite beauty.  Louis and his brother
| Augustus Kdward La Roche both very natu-
rally fell in love with her. In the ecourse
[ of thne what had been u mere boyish faney
[ assumed the most passionate strength and
earncstness,  The brothers became deadly
| rivals, aud the hatred which grew up bLe-
tween them, it was terrible to witness, As

| preference for Augustus, and that the girl's

painful every instant. Evidently, they is- with & monotonous motion, stole upon my |love was sincere will at once be conceded
sued from the room above mr.: and this | senses with the effect of low, regular and |3 hen 1 meution that Louis, being by a fow
1

hours the senior, was looked upon a3 the
heir of his father's slate, l'll-l:l the death
of his parent which oceurred about the pe-
| riod to which T now refer, Touia furmally

;uﬂ'urc-l his hand to Emily Montaign, and

was now enabled to hear everything which | was with a feeling of awful depression—a | Wos l-.'“i-:_'u'_fu‘..!}‘, but firmly, refusad.  He
passed within. There could be no doubt | sensation of almost snicidal gloom. Dark- | leUfi“-i from her n h..ug:uy confession of
| that & crusl and personal chastisement was | Nss was all around me—thick, palpable | ber attachment to Angustus, whose cham

[ ber he instantly sought, subjecting Lim to
su unheard of indignity.

[  "“Were you fifty times my brother,” ex- |
| elaimed the insulted party, snatehing his |
rapier from the wall, “you should auswer |
;I'ur thisi—Come with me, sir, if you be a
man!”  And Augustus rushed out of Ii:oi
house like a wanine. Louis followed him
more calnly, but with a deadly purpose in |
Iris soul. They met in an adjacont garden, |
and a ferocious coutlict took place. At
longth, Aogustus fell, pierced through the |
body, aud npparently quite dead. 1Horri- |
fled by the crime ho bad committed, the
survivor fled from the seeno, e abandon.
with
partindly disordered reason, e ventured to
return, it was only to find that Emily had |
'Ili'-ll'ik"-lll'-l. aud that his “*houss was left |
unto him desolate.”

]
]

ed lis homo for months, and when

led on by a resistless fascination he
sought the garden in which the fatal con- |
flict had occurred, and thera the tender |
grass pust sprouting upon the mound, he |
behold a unew.-made grave, with ru-'ln:
head stone of wood, bearing the familiar |
initials A, K. L., deoply carvad, and colored, |
as he thought, with tHe dead man's blowd.
I'henceforth, [ouis becanve a misanthirope.
A more utterly wretched creature existed
not upon the face of the earth, He re-
nounced his fatker's faith, and espoused the |
‘ﬂllicltlal tenets of Romanism. lo vain le

wards the placo where, reclining at full | sought to exorcise the fiend within i by | glder Adams, in his

| fusts, vigils, and eruel bodily torture, !

| What, meanwhile, had become of Emily
Montaign! Tinpelled by a presentment u:'l
ovil, she sought the garden not long afier |

| the encounter, aud there discovered her

dentally sought shielter on the tempestusus |

s

bleeding and senseless lover, A

ustus, al-
though desperately wounded, still retanad
somo signs of life. She used certain simple
resloratives, staunched his wounds as well
a4 circums(ances admitted, and after great
difficulty succeeded in conveying him to a
collago which was near at hand.

‘here, she bursed him until he was con-
valescent, when they were privately mar-
ried. A day or two after they left the
ueighborhood, south the nearest seaport,
and, ghiefly by the sale of the wife's jewels,
obtained money sufficient to carry ld«m to
England. They settled in Liverpool, where
Agustus, by great good fortune, obtained a
mercantile position sufficiently profitable to
yield a support to himsell and his wife.
Sometimein the sutumn of 178-, I, Augus-
tus Edward La Roche, the younger, was
born. At my own request, I' was educated
as nn engineer, and bad just attained my
majority when both my parents died, After
vainly trying to obtain any lucrative employ-
ment, in my native land, 1 sailed for Vir-
givia, and was engaged in a professional
tour, when the events of this narrative oe-
curred. T was strikingly like my father,
nnd it cannot therefore be a mntter of won-
der that Louis La Roche should have taken
we, his nephew, for the ghost (permitted to
reassume its wortal body) of the brother,
whom it was bis firm beliel that he bad
slain thirty years before.

Everything tended to strenghten his sus-
picions, and when at length I revealed my
name 10 Lis urgent questioning, nothing
could have been more vatural than tha ea-
laslrolim which ensued. Why I should
have been dragged, and then incarcerated,
[ cannot divine. Who can account for the
vagaries of a madman!?

A few more points remain to be unrid-
dled. My father never wholly recovered
from bis wound. It left Lim with shatter-
ed uerves and a morbid dread of his broth-
er, whom he now looked upon as a harden-
ed villain capable of any atroeity. He de-
termined to let him live in the awful con-
viction that he had murdered his nearest
kinsman, and therefore he eaused a mound
to ba erected, resembling the packed earth
of a grave, headed by the wooden cross
which T have described as bearing his ini-
tinls,

It is not necessary that I should enter
more minutely into my family history, or
sperially refer to the sources whence these
various startling facts have been derived, and
whereby they were fiually combined into a
consistant record,

I would merely observe, in conclusion,
that 7 am now l[vno sole proprietor of my
uncle's onca gloomy mansion, and that if
any of my readers would like further to

[ with a reckless desire to leave the despo- |

tall, vigo- | rived from fuu;;hﬂ_—.luly orations and pie-
Lie

) hilds ' | does the picture of “the First Prayer in Con-
|derived fromn their father, who, himself, » |

satiafy theimselves of the trath of thia story,
they have ouly to address a letter to me,
 care of Geo, Washington Slkiuleflint, Esq.,
ibox 8963, P— h, P. O, amd I shall
| be happy to give them all the additional
information in my power.*

*We are indebted for the preeeding story to the

| courteans attention of A, E. La Roche, a grand-

son of the gestleman who wns mistaken for his fa

Hwr's ghost. Mre. L. = now residing in Ports-
mouth, Va.—Russell's Magasine.

—

The Declaration of Independence,

“=Many popular impreessions concerning
“the Declaration of Independence,” are de-

tures, both of which are apt to mislead as

gress.”  Nine out of ten suppose that some
| where about noon on the tourth of July,
: 1776, Congress passed the vote afiming the
| Colonies independent, and that the old bell-
ringer in the steeple of the State House, re-
ceived tho intelligence of this event, was
seized with a sudd®n enthusiasm to wswing
| tie old bell, 1o rigg out the news (o the peo-
I ple in such a loud joyous manner as put
| the quict citizens of Philadelphia in a won-
derful excitement. Then there was the
{signing of tho Declaration, we have n
| picture of that too, which teaches us how

ported the original declaration, which was

‘the 1st of July, this declaration was again

the representalives of the Colonies vied with | : ; he S e
{ each other in putting their names to the | amended was given Lo the Secretary of Con-
| for the fair Emily, she could not conceal Lier |

| immortal instrument, so that before night

| the famous parchment, the original paper,
engrossed. and signed as we now hase it!

| A few facts gleaned from varieus sources

{ will be interesting as rectifying these im-

| this engrossed eopy, the one iu the Patent
| which now is sean in the Patent Office, was |

pressions about this famous trenssction — |

this erisis in humnn atfairs. On the 10th
of Juue, 1776, Mr, Harrison, of Virginia,
reported a resolution, part of which is said
| to bave been = literal transeript of the in
| struction given by the Convention of Vir-
ginia to their Representatives in Congress,

and which was moved on the 7th of June !

Mr.

in Congress by Richard Henry Leae.
-] v

Harrison's resolution embodying Mr. Lee's |

is in these words: *“Hesolved, That the

consideration of the first resclution be post- '

poned to Monday, thd first day of July next;

{ and in the meanwhile, that no lime ba lost,

in case the Congiess agree thereto, that a
cominittes be appointed to prepare a decla-
ration Lo the effect of the said first resole-
tion, which is in these words:  *That these
United States are, and of right ought to be
frec, and independent States; that they are
absolved from all allexianee o the British

Crown; and that all pelitical connexion be- |

tweon them and the State of Great Britain
is, and oucht to be, totally dissolved.' "

This resolution was ad ple 1.

On the 11th of June, Thomas Jefferson,
John Adaurss, Bevjamin Franklin, Roger
Sherman, and 11, 1. ].'.FIII._:'HL-'IIII were ap-
puinted a committee to draft the Declara-
tion. Richard Henry Lee, as the original
mover of the resolution for declaring the Culo
niea independent, would have been pamed

| #s chairman of the committee, but, unfortu-

nately for himself, he reecoived in‘.ull.ui_:-_‘nu_‘n
of sickness in his family, which made it
necessary for him to be absent before that
committeo was appointed. JSefferson had
the reputation of being a brilliaut writer,
and suecceadod to the place of lLonor. Tha
auto biography, says
that he saw and read the original draft
of the declaration, and he apeaks in terms
of rapturous adiniration ofit: “l was delight.
ed with its high tone, and the tlights of

"oratory with which it abounded, especially

—*ﬁﬁg =

that concerning negro slavery,” &e, l;lo_towiu answert _u"‘l, . i ,.q’_

further says of the Committee, inlimating
that Jefferson’s paper hud not been read by
all the members. “We were all in Haste,
Congress was impatient, and the instrument
was reported, as I beliave, in Jefferson's
bandwriting.

On the 28th of June, the committes re-
read for the first time in Congress. Oun
read and discussed in committee of the
whole. It was carried in thocommittee b
vote of the States; Pennsylvania and Buutg
Carolina voling ngainst it. Jolin Adans
says, that in the discussion July 1st, Dick-
inson of Pennsylvania, opposed the decla-
ration, “in & speech of great length, * * #
He condueted the debate not only with great
ingenuity and eloquence, but with equal po
liteness and candor, and was answered in
the samo spirit.”

Dickinsen, a brother of Gen. Philimon
Dickinson, of New Jersey, an officer whowmn
Washington frequently mentions with hon-
or, was a strong debater and a sincers pat-
riot, acknowledging the grievances coni-
plained of; but lucking that stern and Lero
ic spirit that animated such men as Adams,
Witherspoon and Lee. Hence he shrank
from an open rupture with Great Britain,
as cortain to end not only in greater evils
to the codotry, but to individuals promi-
neut in the rebellion. In this feeling two
other representatives from Pennsylvania
sbared. But of this more in another place.

Dickinson's speech produced a profound
impression, and this is not to be wondered
at when we consider the nature of the con
test which it was the object of that speech
to show. John Adams, one of the most
fluent and powerful speakers, answered
Dickinson, and it cannot be too much re-
gretted that not a scrap of that speech re-
mains, except perhaps the tradition out of
which Mr. Webster made one of his most
splendid paragraphs. It was on the 1st of
July that the newly olected delegates from
New Jersey, of whom Dr. Witherspoon was
one, took their seats and voted a solid vole
for the declaration.

The next day, July 2d, the paper was
again read and subjected to a severe pro-
cess, which sifted out some paragraphs.
Some were thought too disrespectful to-
wards the english people, some too hostile
to the king personally and some were too
condemnatory (indirectly) of the institution
of slavery, {)uring this eliminating pro-
cess, Jefferson was greatly excited at times
showing bis chagrin; which state of mind
Franklin greatly relieved by telling to Mr.
Jefferson the criticism made on the sign
which a hatter in Philadelphia bad over
his store. About one quarter, according to
the elder Adaas, or one-third, according to
Jefferson, of the original paper, was stfick-
en out, leaving the document as we now
bave it. The adoption of this paper was
warmly debated through the second, third
and fourth days of July, and towards the
close of the latter day, the motion to adopt
prevailed. It was then signed by nearly
every member present, except Mr. Dickia-
son, who refused to sign. Willing and
Humphreys, two delegates from Pennsylva-
nia, purposely absented themselves to avoid
siguing. These three gentlemen were de-
capitated forthwith by the Convention of
Pennsylvania, then in session, and men
elected in their place who would sign. Of
the other Pennsylvania dale%ale-. Frank-
lin, John Morton and James Wilson, sign-
ed the declaration at once, and Robert Mor-
ris, tha remaining delegate was absent on
public business and had permission Lo sign
allerwards

It is & fact worth knowing, that the dele-
gates from New York were willing to sign,
but waited for instructions from Lome, which
they received and put their names to the
deelaration on the 15th of July.

Matthew Thornton did not take his seat
in Congress until the 4th of November, and
at that time ho signed the declaration,

The original paper, as ioterlined and

gress tobo engrossed on parchment, 2nd

Oflice, was again signed by most of the
members on the second of August, and at
different intervals afterwards by the rest.
Can any one tell whether the real original
18 yel in existence?

[hese facts are glenmed prineipally from
the Jourdals of Uongress, Ii'nckcr‘:. Life of
Jetlerson and the work of John Adams.

The passage on negro slavery, which was
erased from Jefforson's driginal draft, is not
published in books secessibly to the most.
That passage is ad follows:  “He, the king,
lins waged cruel war against human wvature
itseif, violating its most sacred rights of lifg
aud hberty in the persons of a distant peo-
ple who vever offended him, captivating
and earrying thein into slavery in snother
hemisphete, or to ineur miserablé deahi*iu
their transportation thither. This praetical
warlare, the opprobrium of lnfidel natians,

P

12 o'clock, the Declaeation of Indepen
was proclaimed atthe State House in Phila-
delphia, amidst the gr

the king was la on the
The lead of w made is to be
into bullets.” L s e Pgh

meditated. Bonapatie, 'Wﬂ_o. ; won lil§
first [talian Inurels, was named
der-in-Chief of the army of En - Mar-
mont was attached to as !
Bonapaite wishing to have . acourate '
mutioh eoncerni
tions of the E was_ lurning-bver
his mind the means of procuring it
slory says: TR, e § ok
“A. M. Galloin, a aman of res
and distinetion, bad a mission to

for the parpose of eschanging rrilonm
Defore setting off, he cime withi Mﬂi

rand to General Bon;lparlé'- house, Rue

la Victoire. Sudde the
cabinet opened; the Genesal

no sooner did 1 find m " the fourth
this calinet than be said to me, i
M. Gallois is about to go to England w

a commission to treat for the exchafige ¢

will leave behind your uiform; you w

as his secretary, and you will procare infor-
mation of such and such a nature; you
make such and such ohurutiona.g.u A
Lie detailed to me my instructions. [ listene
to him without interrupting him; but whed
he had finished, I mwnrng ‘Géoeral, T 8.
fuse to go.' ‘How! you refuse to gol"

he. *Yes, General, I continved: ‘you giv
me the commission of a spy, and it 2
belongs to my duties_nor sccords with
tastes. M. Gallois fulfils & mission wii

is openly recognised; mine mlﬁ'ﬁ-‘
yond the sphere of honorable i
My departure with hime-would - be. k

to nlll P(;uli;, and it wounld Iu-hb;uﬁ
England that bis ¢ y ond'
of the principal nw your stai 3
confidential aid-de carop. - Unpr

the law of natipns. Tshionld be arr

to lose it me with twenly-five hus-
surs to atiack a fortress, 1 would go without
munnn;ing.}hb‘gh certain ofnﬂ;ﬂn‘_.w
cause that m 3

. i d“ “He was eo

my answer, aud dismissed me, saying,
shall fod other officers’ m:.'m 1
more docile” This bold coutest with a mad
so powerful, this decided answer in opposi-
tivn to his wishes, made a great im

oo M, Talleyrand, who was not acquaini

with me then, and who has often opohj
of it to me since. hen M. Talleyran
and Gallois were gon called
we and said, *What were you thioking o
to answer me in that way before :

‘General, I answered, ‘I am aware of the
pain my answer must have caused and
of its apparént impropriety; but permit me

to tell , you had rendered it necessary;
you hmo't besitated to miake an offensive
proposition to mie in their préstnce, and I
could only wipe out the stain by also repel.
ling it in their presence: with indignation:
I you had spoken to me of it en ;

I should have- diseussed il with you in
manner accordant with. the respeot I bear

you aud the sentiments I owe to you! He *

understood me, but for a long while after
treated me with great coldwess. Durog, to
whoin 1 had narrated this scene said, *I am *
thaukrul that it dido’t happén to me, for L
should never lidve ddréd td refuse him)
Sulkowsky, who witnessed the éxplanation;
dreadiug lest the mission should devolve
on bim, hastered to prevent it Ey saying;
‘General, not one of us would-have accepts
ed it" Nothing more was said on the sub”
Jjeet, and every one was aaved from the ob<
loquy.”
— e ——————

Nover Dequrst.—At a recontisitting of
the Senatus of the University of London;
the ussembly was congratulated on a recent
decision of one of the higher cearts, by
which the University becdie entitled to &
bequest of $100,000, under the will of the
late Mr. Thomias Erown, of Dablin, to found
a hospital for the investigation aud cure of

disenses of quadrupeds and birds useful td

mar. Fingular, and perlinps oufreas this
charitable legdey niay be, we bave nv
doubt but, indireetly, it will prove of

benefit to the community af ldrge. her
we cotfsider how muel: wé are dependent
on the lower animals—as they are called—
for fbod, clothing, and wiany of the com-

is the warfare of the Cliristian lfi::g of
Gireat Pritain,  Determined to Keep open a
market where men should ba Longht” and
sold, he has prostituted his negative for sup:
pressing every legislative allempt to pro-
hibit or to restrain this execrable commeree.
And that this asseiblage of horrors might
want no fact of distinguished dye, he is now
exciting those vary peoplg 16 rise in arms

forts of life, who shall say that every im’
provement on their physical condition must
not benefit the lords of the ereation? Ta thid
locality, we are sorry to say that the eond

dition of the quadrupedal slaves sadly needs

| the watchful enre of the philanthopist and

among us, and 0 purchase that liberty of |

which he has \:('i'ii\'u-l them, [n) |u||.r-|.1'l'm_-_'!'
these people on whom he lhias obtruded
them; thus paying off former erimes com

mitted against the liberties of one peoplo

the legislator,  Wae fear, howavér, that it
will be sonve titve ere this sanitary refornd

will obtain the attention it raquirés,

- -t

Rrovnanuy Sown.—The New York cor-
respondent of the Boston Journal stated in
a letter, & short time since, that a large
party of Trish Catholies had atiacked and
| demolished the walls of a Preshyterian

with the crimes which he urpas them to| Church in Now York, in the presence of an

conrmit against the lives of another.”

| immense crowd, attracted to the spot b’

Tucker, in his life of Jefforsou nuppliun,’ the deed, and that no arrest were made,

this remarkable passage, together with all | &e.
the changes made in the original draft of

the declaration,

Gordon, in his history of the Ravolution, | statement.
snys the reason why the first of July did | boen made,” says his

A clergyman of Lawrénce, Mass.,
wrote to the Mayor on the subjeet, and re-
!rt-ive.l a reply denying the truth of the
“Had any attempt of the kind
{Iuor, “I should have

not become hln]l'jmﬂ-]nn.'u ]Iu_\', was that | used every resource in ll'ly_p'ﬂl' to prevent
“neither the eolunies nor members being | such disgraceful ‘romullngn. and to pre-

unanimous, it was postponed il the uau‘

day.”

serve the pence adl protect the property of

our citizens. Tha Church referred to was

But when did tha venerable bell; still | of course “The Old Brick Church,* then in
preservad in Indopendenca Hall, peal out | process of demolition, principally by “Irisk

tha notes of liberty?

Gordon bax the ol

Catbolies”

The same ereln;a the, wm Y

better kown ds DuL— ¥

ten by himself, is recited, e

teresting aneedote. It ind79 -
and illustrates Marmont's and ;
respect. An invasien of ) ﬂz

the defensive . prepara- g

»

prisoners; you will accompany hihﬂ'l:sfw

and eitber hanged or sent back ‘iu.i‘h..

my. My life as & soldi Wﬁ -
but it is onl n.nﬁu' ‘am Sl

Aot "ol W S A
o Py

i
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