THE BATTLE OF CEDAR MOUNTAIN.

Desperate Courage of the Union Troops—
Severe losses on both Sides—
Repulse of the Rebels
across the Rapidan.

From the New York Tribune of the 15th. we
take the official account of the battle between the
rebel forees under Stonewall Jacksou and the ariny
of Gen. Pope, which was fought on Saturday, Aug.
9, at Cedar Mountain, Va., about midway between
Washington and Richmond. The engagement was
one of the most womentous of the war, not merely
on account of the desperate valor and unfaltering

discipline displayed by our troops, the obstinacy ot
the contest and the heavy loss on both sides, but

becayse of its important effect upon the campaizn
of which it makes a part. 1t was an attempt on
the part of Jackson to penetrate and recover the
Vallev.of the Shenandeah, whenee the richest
supplies of the enemy are drawn, a id at the same
time to threaten Washington and Maryland, so as

to relieve Richmond and withdraw our armies |

again to the line of the Potomac.  To secure such
ubjects as these, and knowing that the Govern-
went was now relatively weaker, and the rebel-
Jion stronger than could again occur in the war,
the Richmond leaders sent the flower of the Sou-
thiern infuntry, under their most popular and en-

terprising generals, a large body of cavalry, under |

their most distinguished cavalry ofticer, Maj. Gen.
Stuart, and an abundance of artillery. When
Jackson had arrived with his forces as tar as Louisa

Court-house and Gordonsville. and fonnd the dis- |
position ot Gen. Pope’s troops such that not only |

his purpose to enter the valley was foiled, but hi:
own direet communications with Richmond were
tinerrupted, he called for further reinforcements,
ail witk those, which were frecly furnished,” at-
tempted to stem Pope’s further advanee upon that
sailvoad. thie desiruction or even the permanently
thyeatening of which must bar from Richmond all
hope of the materiad or political control of Central
Yirginia.

Jackson atterapted, by a feint upon Madison |
Court-house and Sperryville, to detain our force
at the Jatter poiut, while at the sawme time he threw
the mass of his forces, muubering 35,000 men, by |
way of Orange Court-house, upon us at Culpep- |
per, expecting to find only s portion of vur forces |
there, which he eould overwhbeim, and then march
on Sperryville from Culpepper, and erush the army
corps of Sigel.

His plaus were completely foiled by the rapid

concenteation of vur forees at Culpepper, sud their |
advanee to meet him at Cedar Bun. Atter en-|
deavoring in vain to rout and drive Banks® corps
Jackson fonnd himself compelled at night, by the
rapid movements in front of” him, o fall buck o a |
strong defensive position at Cedar Mountain, and
rinding his line of refreat growing insecure, in the
succeeding night be retreated altogether, retivin
bevond Robertson’s River amd a:ain beyoud the
Rapidan. The result is Jackson is again foiled,
ad foreed to abandon his operations, aud his pres-
tize seriously impaired.
Heapovsnrens oF THE ApMy oF VIRGINIA,

Oepar Morstaas, Ang. 13, 1862—5 p. m. z’,
Ta Muj. Gen. Hulleck. Generul-in-Chief:

On Thursday morning, the enemy crossed the |
apidan at Bamnett’s Ford in heavy foree, and ad-
vaneed strong on the road to Culpepper and Mad- |
jxon Court-Honse. 1 had established my whole |
force ou the turmpike between Culpepper and
Sperryville, ready to concentrate at cither place
as soon as the encmy’s plaus were developed.

Early on Friday it became appavent that the
move on Madison Court-house was merely a feint
to detain the army corps of Gen, Sigel at Sperry-
ville, and that the main attack of the enemy wonld
he at Culpepper, to which place I had thrown for-
ward part of Bauks and McDowell’s Corps.  Brig. |
Gien. Bayard, with part of the rear of McDowell’s |
Corps, who was in the advance near the Rapidan, [
tell slowly back, delaying and embarrassing the |
enenny's advanee as far as possible, and capturing |
some of his men.  The forees of Banks and Sigel,
and one of the divisions of MeDowell's corps, were
rapidly concentrated at Culpepper during Friday,
and on Friday night. Banks corps being pushed |

torward five miles south of Culpepper, with Riek- |
ett's division of MeDowell’s corps three miles in |
his rear. The corps of Gen. Sigel, which had |
marched all nighit, was halted in Culpepper to rest |
tor a tfew hours.

On Saturday the enemy advanced rapidly to |
Cedar Mountain, the sides of which they oceupied |
in heavy force. Gen. Bauks was instructed to
take up his position on the gronnd occupicd by |
Crawford’s Brigade, of his command, which had
been thrown out the day previous to observe the
enemy’s movements. He was directed not to ad-
vance bevond that point. and, it attacked by the
enemy, to defend his position, and send back
timely notice. i

It wits my desire-to have time to give the corps
of Gien. Sigel all the rest possible after their foreed
marel, and to bring forward all the forces at my |
disposal.

T e e e ——

The artillery of the enemy was openerl early in
the afternoon, hut he made no advance until near-
Iv 5 o’clock, at which time a few skirmishers were
thrown forward on each side under cover of the
heavy wood in which his foree was concealed,
The enemy pushed forward a strong torce in the
rear of his skirmishers, and Gen, Banks advanced
to the attack. The engagement did not fairly
open until atter 6 o’clock, and for an hour and o
halt’ was furious and nneeasing.
caunonading, which at first was desultory wnd di-

rected mainly against the cavalry, I had contin-

ued to receive reports from Gen. Banks that no
attack was apprehended, and that no considerable
infantry force of the enemy had come forward.

at hand, though the lateness of the honr rendered
it unlikely, [ ordered Gen. MeDowell to advance
Lickett’s Divisin to support Gen. Banks, ad di-
rected Gen. Sigei to bring his men upon the
ground as soon as possible.

I arrived personally on the ficld at 7 p. v, and
tound the action raging turiously.  The infantry
fire was incessantand severe. 1 tound Gen. Bauks
holding the position he took up early in the mom-
ing. His losses were heavy.,  Rickett s Division

right of Gen. Bunks the Lrigades of Crawtord and
Gordon being directed to change their position

Before this change could be effected it was quite
dark, though the artillery fire continued at short
ange without intermission,

The artillery fire at night by the 2d and Sh

| McDowell’s corps, was most destructive, as was

Thronghont the |

Yet, toward evening, the inerease in the artillery |
firing having satisfied me an engagenent might be |

was immediately pushed forward and occupied the

from the right and mass themselves in the eenter. |

Maine batteries, in Rickett's Division, of Gen. |

General Orders.

An inguiry has been very general among  the

troops of this command for the tamous General
[ order Noo T current sevies of this Departent.
| We reprint it tor the gratification orall concerned.
Dmerely adding that it is in full foree and etfect.
CTrae. the Northern newspapers published what
{parported to be a disavowal of the Presilent ot
Fthe United States of Gen. Huuter™s action in this
| particular watter, hut we lewn that no otficial
[ notifieation of that disavowal has been received.
'HEAD QUART RS :—DEPARTMENT OF THE S0VTH.
Hilton Head, South Curoliva, May 9, 1862,
| GENERAL ORUEE=, No. 11.]

The three States of Georein, Flovida aavdl Sonth
Carolinn, conprising the Military  Department off
the South, having deliberately deelaved themselves

| no longer wnder the protection of the United
i States of Amueriea. and having taken np avins
| agitinst said United States, it became a militan
| necessity to declare Martial Law. This wasaccor-
| dingly dome on the 25th day of Apeil, 18620 Sla-
| very aned Matial Law, ina tree country, are alto-,
gother incompatible s the persons in these three
| States, tieorgia, Flovida and South Carolina here-
tofore hield as slaves, are therefore declared for-
ever free.
IDAVID HUNTER,

L — . —

Major General Commanding.

| HEAD QUARTERS :—DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTIL,
Hilton Head, Port Royal, 8. C., Aug. 15, 1862,
| GENERAL ORDERS, NO. 20.]

i

 readily observable the next mbrning in the dead | e 3 . .
| men and horses, and broken gun-carriages of the | The Major General Commanding desires to e:

night in line of battle, the heavy shelling being
kept up on both sides until midnight. At day-
light the next morning the enemy tell back two
wiles from our front, and still higher up the moun-
tain. Our pickets at once advanced and oceupied
the ground: The fatigue of the troops trom long
marches aud excessive heat made it impossible tor
cither side to resume the action on Sunday.  The
wen were, therefore, allowed to rest and recruit

the whole duy, our only active operation being of

cavalry on the enewy’s Hank and rear, -

Monday was spent inburying the dead and in
getting off the wounded. The slaughter was xe-
vere on both sides. most of the fighting being hand
to hand.

The dead bodies of both armies were found win-
gled together in masses over the whole eround of
the eonflict.  The burying of the dead was not
completed until dark on Monday, the licat being
so terrible that severe work wasnot possible.  Un
Monday night the enemy fled from the ficld, leav-
ing many of his dead unburied and his wonnded
on the gronnd, and along the road to Orange
Conrt House, as will be seen from Gen. Butord’s
dispateh.

A cavalry and artillery foree nnder Gen. Buford
was immediately thrown forward in pursuit and
followed the enemy to the Rapidan, over which he
passed with his rer-gnard by ten o’clock in the
morning.

The behavior of Gen. Banks corps during the
action was very fine. No greater gallantry and
daring could be exhibited by any troops. I ean-
not speak too highly of the cooluess and intrepid-
ity of Gen. Banks limself during the whole of the
engagement,  Ile was in the front and exposet] as
wach as any wan in his command. s example
was of the greatest beneit to his troops, and  he
merits and should receive the commendation ot
his Govermment.  Generals Williams, Angur,
Gordon, Crawford, Prince, Green and Geary, be-
haved with conspicnons gallantry.

Anenr

Geary were severely wounded, and Prinee, by |

losing his way in the dark while passing from one
tlank to another, fell into the hands of the enemy.

I desire publicly to express my appreciation of
the prompt and skillfill manner in which (ienerals
McDowell and Sigel brought forwatd their respee-
tive commands, and established them on the neld,

| and of their cheerful and hearty co-operation with

me from beginning to end.

Brig. Gen. Roberts, Chief of Cavalry of this ar- |

my. was with the advance of onr forees on Friday
and Saturday, and was conspicnons for his gal

'lantry and for the vzluable aid be rendered to

Gens. Bunks and Crawtord.,

Onr loss was about 1 500 killed, wonnded, and |

missing, of whom 290 were taken prisoners. As
might be expected, from the character of the cn-
wagement, a very large proportion of these were
killed. The encmy’s loss in Killed, wonnded, and
prisoners, we are now satisfied, is much in excess
of our own.

A full list of casualties will he transwitted as
soon as possible, together with a detailed report,

Vin which 1 shall endeavor to do justice toall.

JOHN POPE,
Major-General Conmuanding.

| enemy’s batteries which had been advanced against | the attention ot all Regimental Infantiy officers in.
it. Our troops rested on their arms during the | this Depirtment, to the paramouut hmportance of
familiarizing their commands with the manual ot

the Bayonet. Our soldiers should be instructed.
to regard the proper use of this weapon as their
greatest assurance of safety and most cerfain
means of suecess in every struggle.  The bayonet
should be constantly placed before then as the de--
cisive weapon of every battle ;—not merely as a
useful aceessory or means of support to artillery.
musketry aud the sabres of Cavalry, but as the
chie€and final arm of the service, to which all
others are subordinate.  They should be tanghr
that on the battle field, whilst irresolution or inae-
tivity will expose them to decimation by repeated

m good order, will expose them to but one volley,
with immediate victory as its result. It is in
hayonet-ch rzex that the physical superiority and
higher intelligencs of our stalwart soldiers over
the enemy can best make itself felt  They should
be taught this truth,—that with bayenets properly
handled by ohedient regiments we are invineible:
and their attention should be strongly drawn to
thix other fact, that bayonettecrs, except in isolated
cases, rarely come into actual collision—the side
possessing superior weight and diseipline, and
which rushes forward determined that nothing
but death shall stop it. invariably breaking the
morale of the enemy  before reaching them, and
even disordering the one volley which the foe
may fire, orattempt to fire, before turning in
flight? Al portions of the Bayonet Excrcise are
ftleport ut.—not that men in actual contiict can
assume  all the attitudes and perform all the
wotions preseribed in the manual ; but becanse
the familiarity  with the weapon thus acquired,
wrives them eonfidence and mastery in its use.  In
such heurs of drill as the climate will permit, re-
gimental Infantry Officers will devore their uttnost
attention to this subjeet, and the proverbial truth
will be impressed upon the men, in reference to

{ the bayonet-charge, that <from the nettle Danger

we pluck the fower Safety.”  In all reviews and
inspections of Troops hereafter to be Leld. the
Major General Commanding will serutinize with
special care the proficieney of all infantry regi-
ments, amld reginients serving as intuntry, in the
manual of the bayonet '

D. HUNTER, Major General Commanding.

— A dispateh to the Richmwond Examiner, dated
Mobile, Ang. %, states that Baton Ronge, Lo, was
attacked on the Gth just., by a vebel foree under
Johu . Breekinridge,  The-United States troops,
commanded by Briz, tGen. Williams, were diiven
from the City. and their camp equipage amd stores
fell into the hands of the enemy. Gene Williaans
s peported te have been Killed in the enzagement.
| It was hoped by the rebels that the ram Arvkansas

would have cooperated with them in the attack,
[ but in consequence of ber machinery having be-
| come permanently disabled, she was unable to take
part in the atfide, and was subsequently blown up
by her erew. Breckinridge, without hier support,
was cotupelled to retive from the ity as it would
| have been impossible to hold his position in face
of our gun-boats,  Our readers will not lose sight
of the fact th t this report is from a rebel souree.

vollies from the rifles and other |ir1~-urnmn:'lh-:
citetny. i vigoronus charge, prompriy e ReETTeT I




