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DEPARTMENT AGENTS
OPERATE IN FLORIDA

Secret Service Men Libel Im-
mense Stores of Hoarfled
Goods in Tampa.

MANY FIRMS INVOLVED

Millions of Eggs and Hundreds
of Thousands of Tins of
Canned Goods, Held for Ad
vance, Have Been Taken Over

Tampa, Fla., Aug. 13.—More than
“n million eggs, hundreds of thousands
of tons of canned goods and about
30,000 pounds of sugar figured in a
seizure of foodstuffs heré today by
department of justice agents operat-
ing under Federal District Attorney
Six wholesale con-
cerns were served with papers libel-
ing huge stocks of goods, the charge
being that the goods so libeled are
being held for an advance in prices.

Goods libeled and the firms in-
volved ard:

Crenshaw DBrothers Produce com-
pany, 4,000 cases of eggs; Joe Gareia,
41,450 pounds of salt, 3,240 cans of
peas, 68,686 cans of tomatoes, 36,200
pounds of rice and 27,6560 pounds of
sugar; Charles H. Moorehouse, 1,800
pounds of oatmeal, 24,000 cans of
peas, 4,000 cans of baking powder,
22,800 cans of corn, 447,648 cans of
tomatoes, 36,000 eans of tomato pulp,
20,580 pounds of flour and 7,000
pounds of tea,

Swift & Company, 29,568 cans of
beans, 4,800 cans of salmon, 14,400
cans of corn, 20,208 cans of peas and
31,224 cans of tomatoes; Jose Sua-
arez, 30,000 pounds of salt, 14,400
cans of tomato pulp, 1,080 cans of
beans and 1,752 cans of peas; Relna
Brothers, 12.000 cans tomato pulp,
720 cans of tomatoes and 3,000
pounds of rice.

In each instance the libel filed
states that the food is illegally held
from the market for the purpose of
unreasonably increasing the price of
the goods.

Chattanoogn, Tenn., Aug. 13.—
With the seizure today of over a mil-
lion eggrs held in cold storage by Modr-
ris & Company, Chicago packers, the
war on hoarders and profiteers had
begun. “Motion for condemnation and
sale of confiscated eggs will be made
in federal court on September 12, The
Wwrit of at‘achment issued charges that
the eggs are held for the purpose of
unlawfully and unreasonably increas-
ing the price thereof In violation ot
the Lever food control act.

" Toledo, Ohlo, A.ug. 13.—Two food
concerns and six individual dealers
were indicted by the county grand
jury here today as the first result of
an investigation that has been under
way nearly two weeks,

The indictments charge member-
ship in an. unlawful trust to control
trade and prevent competition. The
grand jury investigation is being con-
tinued and according to the county
prosecuting attorney other indlct-
ments are expected.

Chicago, Aug. 18.—Government
prosecutors, who are waging war on
food hoarders and profiteers, will go
before federal district judges here
soon and seek writs to seize surplus
food supplies in cold storage and sell
them to the publie,

Thousands of tons of meats, poul-
try, fish, butter and egge are held in
warehouses by brokers and specus
lators here, according to reports by
the United States burean of markets,

Trenton, N. J., Aug. 13.—Appoint-

ment of price fixing committees iu|

each of the 21 eounties of New Jer-
sey In accordance with the sugges-
tion of Attorney General Palmer was
directed today by United States Dis-
trict Attorney Bodin in telegrams sent
o the county food administrators,

CRASH INTO ENGINE

COSTS EIGHT LIVES
Parkersburg, W. Va., Aug. 14.—
The death list, as a result of the
crash between a street car, crowded
with women and childrén, en route
to a pienie, and a railroad engine at
Parrmanco, two miles north of here,
today, was Increased to eight tonight
when five persons succumbed to their
injuries in hospitals.

SEMI-WEEKLY.

SHOPMEN CONVENTION
CALLS OFF THE STRIKE

Owing to Accumulation of Freight
Limited Embargoes to Be
Continued.

Cleveland, Aug. 12.—Chairmen of
3,300 locals of the Brotherhood of
Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen,
representing 117,000 firemen and
hostlers in the United States and Can-
ada, convened here today to frame a
demand for increased wages to be
presented to the rallroads.

The day was devoted to organizing
the convention, general disgussion
and the appointment of a committee
of 12 to prepare a wage proposition
which will be presented to the dele-
gates possibly tomorrow afternoon or
Thursday morning. A substantial
wage Increase and certain fundamen-
tal rules of employment to be applied
to all raflroads will be asked.

Reports today to the raflway em-
ployers' department of the American
Federation of Laibor Indicated that
the strike of shopmen was “ecleaned
up' except in Chicago and a few
points in New England, where it was
expected the men would return te
work before the end of the week. Con-
ferences with Director General Hinea
over the men's wage demands will
start immediately after all the men
have returned to work.

CUMMINGS FINDS
PEOPLE FOR WILSON

Chairman  of National Democratic

Committee Speaks to B'g Crowd
ut Asheville.

Asheville, N. C., Aug. 12.—S8peak
here tonight to one of the largest
crowds that ever attended a political
speech in this city, Homer 8. Cum-
mings, chairnfan of the National Dem
ocratic committee, declared that after
travelling 12,000 miles, from the At-
lantic to the Pacific, he had found
sentiment stronger for the league of
nations and President Wilson.

Mr. Cummings was introduced to
the audience by Mayor Gallagin Rob-
erts. “No man and no pasty inten-
tionally placing obstacles in the way
of a league of nations will survive
long enough to outlive the memory of
such an offense against humanity and
civilization,” said the speaker. The
people are overwhelmingly for the
league everywhere he went.

Democratic leaders from all over
the Tenth Congressional District were
here to hear the party chairman In
what many declared the greatest po-
litical address ever heard here.

DIAL IS SEEKING
FISH FOR PONDS

dJunior Senator in  Correspondence
With Federal Bureau Regarding
Stock for Next Spring,

Washington, Aug. 12.—Senator
Dial has been in correspondence with
the federal bureau of fisheries in re-
gard to deliveries next spring of fish
fry for stocking of ponds on South
Carolina farms. There are more of
such ponds than might be supposed
and many of them furnish not only
sport but considerable additicns to
the family table.

Distributions of stock by the bu-
reau of fisheries cars are made in the
spring and the late summer and au-
tumn, but applications filed after June
are not filled until the subsequent
Fspring.  Blank applications may be
obtained from the
fisheries, Washington, and when the
data required have been filled M,
these must be transmitted, for in-
dorsement, through a senator or rep-
resentative in congress

i i
WOULD PROSECUTE

' CHAIN STORE MAN
| Wheeling, W. Va., Aug. 12.—John
B. Wililson, agent of the Department
of Justice here, announced that he
would recommend federal prosecution
of George B. Hevener, of Baltimore,
secretary of the . D, Kenny com-
pany, chain of stores, on the charge
that Hevener ordered the sale of su-
gar at a higher figure than govern-
ment regulation,

R. K. Gardener, local manager of
the Kenney company, testified at a
food price inquiry here yesterday that
Havener had ordered him to sell
sugar at $10.20 per 100 pounds, while
government regulations prohibit sales
at wholesale for more than $9.61 per
ino,

commissioner of|

LANCASTER, S. C., FRIDAY, AUGUST 15, 1919.

THE NEXT CROP WILL
BE A BUSINESS CROP

Only Such Acreage Will
Planted as Will Bring Prof-
itable Price.

Be

TO HOLD BIG MEETING

American Cotton Association
Now Securing Information to
Be Discussed at Meet'ing in
the Early Fall.

Columbia, 8. C., Aug. 14.—The
following has been given out by the
American Cotton association:

The American Cotton assgciation,
through confidential representatives
has been securing inside information
from the cotton consuming centers-of
the North and from the New York
exchange for quite some length of
time. Much of the information se-
cured is very valuable,

A mammoth mass meeting will be
held in the early fall for the purpose
of discussing and recommending a
minimum priee for the growing crop
based on supply and demand and the
comparison in prices of manufactured
produets and other commodities, also
the matter of acreage for the coming
year will be serlously considered. The
farms will be operated upon a busi-
ness basis and only such acreage will
be planted as, based on supply and
demand, will bring a profitable price,
Under no condition will the acreage
be planted to establish surplus to
bear down prices.

After this meeting, confidential in-
formation secured as stated above,
will receive the most careful congid-
eration and attention of special com-
mittees, and in ‘all probability a re-
quest for a special investigation of
the flagrant manipulation which has
been practiced in the cotton market
will be made. As a result of this
manipulation the South has suffered
the loss of millions,

One of the leading bankers from
the wealthy western section recently
stated:

“We would be delighted to loan
money on your cotton, as money I8
extremely easy with us, bu s an

absolute tool for the man the
prices being flagrantly ) ently
manipulated at his ow i1, so

that cotton is really considered as a
gambling produect, and in our section
of the West it is considered unsafe
for handling by l_,he banks. You
should do soemething to stabilize your
prices."”’

Dry goods today, since the break
in the price of cotton, are still ad-
vancing, it being impossible to have
orders filled without delay. it has
just been stated that it will be neces-
sary to allot men's underwear on ac-
count of the great shortage of the
manufactured product. There will be
a record-breaking demand for cotton.

As soon as the peace treaty has
been confirmed, the manipulator will
be denied one implement that he has
used to beat down prices and caused
the South fabulous losses, as Ger-
many cannot buy a pound of cotton
even with gold, until the peace treaty
has been confirmed,

Experts who are working on the
cost of production of the growing
crop find that it will be the most ex-
pensive crop ever grown. One lead-
ing expert from the South, Mr. Mor-
rison, of New Orleans, a recognizea

authority, rendered a detailed state-
ment including every item showipe |
the cost of produetion of the growing|
crop, basis middling, of 47% cents
per pound. With the present .q'hnr!-:
age of labor, the percentage of off-|
grade cotton from the growing crop.
will probably break all previons ree-
ords, as there is certain to be a great
deal of trouble and delay tn gather-
ing the growing crop, which wil] be
hound to cause off and low grade mt—'
ton,

Much of the information in posses-
sion of the association shows that the
laws of supply and demand are absn-
lutely ignored. The inflation of the
currency which f2 as unchangeable as
the law of gravitation, has no bear-
ing. However, these laws cannot con-
tinue to be violated, thev will assert
themselves eventually. In addition
to this, wateh the condition of the
growing cotton crop from August
15th to September 1st, and you will
see  record-breaking deterioration

e
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SUBSCRIPTION $2.00 A YEAR

WANT HALF MILLION
TO PROBE HIGH COST

Recommendations Are Sub-
mitted for Reducing I'rices
of All Necessaries.

FUNDS ARE INSUFFICIENT

Bills Are Also Pending for Inves-
tigation of Sugar and Shoe In-
dustries—Much Attention
Given,

is

Washington, Aug. 12.—An appro-
priation of $500,000 for investigation
of the Increased cost of living by the
federal trade commission was asked
of congress today by Acting Chair-
man Murdock of the commission in a
letfer to Speaker Gillett. Funds for
U’gcommtaslnn already authorized
ate insufficlent to conduct the pro-

ed inquiry, the letter said.

Thairman Murdock, who also is a
member of the sub-committee named
by Attorney Qeneral Palmer to suhb-
mit recommendations for reducing
1i¥ing costs, set forth in his letter
tl‘li‘t the commission proposad to con-
r!ﬁkt further investizations as to the
nroduction, storage and distribution
of foodstuffg with the aim of arriving

{Heures on the real cost, wholesale
afd retail prices,

'So far as known, the president has
n&l directed any additional investiga-
tibns but bills are pending in thel
hbuse for inquiries into the sugar and
shoe industries,

! The communieation from the trade

courmission  chairman reached the
h_&uao at the close of a day during
which both branches of congress

gaye much attention to cost of living
problems. Appropriations of $175.-
000 was asked for the secret service
bﬁ'ﬂaeretary Glass, who asked that
im_authorizing the appropriation a
¢Wuse De inserted to permit the use
of the service operatives In running
down food hoarders and profiteers.

Hoarding and profiteering were the
subject of two measures presented in
the house, A bill by Representative
Gard, demoerat, Ohio, would provide
$10,000 fine or five years' imprison-
ment for hoarding, profiteering or
monopolizing the production of food-
stuffs, fuei or clothing. Representa-,
tive Goodykoontz, republican, West
Virginia, presented a resolution to di-
rect the judiciary committee to frame
a legislution to eliminate hoarding
and to reduce the amount of currency
in circulation. Mr. Goodyknootz also
introduced a resolution requesting
the seecretary of war to sell the sur-
plus stocks of automobiles and motor
trucks,

Itepresentative Kellar, independent
republican, introduced a bill to auth-
orize ecreation of a national board of
congervation headed by the president
and composed of members of the cab-
inet, five senators and five representa-
tives which would have power to reg-
ulate wholesale and retail prices of
food and clothing.

Representative Fess, republican,
Ohio, discussing the high cost of liv-
ing In the house declared that gov-
ernment wastefulness during the war
and at present in continuing many
war ereated agencles largely was re-
sponsible existing situation.
Senator MeKellar, democrat, Tennes-
see, appearing before the house agri-
culture committee, predicted
ized  opposition Lthe part of the
packing industry any legislation
to regulate cold storage facilities,

The cost of living question will be
brought up again on the
floor of the senate with prepared ad-
dresses by Senator MeKellar and
Senator Heed, democrat,
The two addresses probably will give

rise to considerable debate

for the

organ-
on

to

LOmMmorrow

|
Missourl. |

LOWER PRICES SECURED

BOARD’'S

BY CHICAGO CONSUMERS

Chicago, 12.—Conecerted at-
tacks by federal, state and munieipal |
officials on the high cost of lving re-
sulted today In lower prices of many
articles of produce to Chicago con-
sumers. It was the first definite bene-
fit to result from the attacks on food
profiteers and hoarders. With the
decrease In whalesale and retail price,
there came a substantial Increase in
receipts of varfous articles of food. It
was sald that producers were rushing
gshipments to the Chicago market in
fear of further reduction of prices in

Aug,

(Continued on Page Bight.)

(Continued on Page Eight.)

ANSWER
FAILS TO SATISFY

Byrnes Says Information Furnished
is Not Suflicient on Cotton Condi-
tions—To Introduce Bill,

——

Washington, Aug. 12.—1In the inter-
est of all parties concerned, but more
especially to determine whethoer cot-
ton manufaecturers are earning mors
from the spinning of raw cotton than
is justified under present high price
conditions Representative Byrnes nl’i
South Carolina, who, a day or two
ago offered a resolution calling upon
the federal trade commission for daia
on this line, today said that the in-
formation given him while satisfac-
factory as far as it went, was not suf-
ficient,

It is shown in the figures supplied
him what it costs the cotton mills to
make the different kinds of eloth, but
there is nothing to show what they
get from it, and it is the net return,
after other expenses are met, that My,
Byrnes wishes to secure, “I am golag
to introduce a bill)' Mr. Byrnes said
today, “calling for the enactment of a
law  which will compel the federa
trade commission to publish quarterly
an itemized statement from all eotton
mills. This will show what the mills
pald * ¢ the raw cotton, what they

paid their selling agent, the cost of |
mill help, and, finally, what they re-|

ceived for the finished goods. It will
show in detail, how muelh the mill
help recelved, and what others re-

ceived, and from this will be detey-
mined whether there is fair play all
around or whether under present ecir-
cumstances warrant, whether it is the
middleman or some dne who s prof-
Iteering.”

PUBLIC UTILITIES POWER
PLANTS CLOSE DOWN

Cities Affected hy
Strike of Many Electrical
Workers,

Scores of Carolin

| Mr.

Charlotte, N. O, Aug. 12— Ele~trl
cal workers connected with the South-
eérn Public Utilities company, supply-
ing electric light and power for scores
of cities in  the two Carolinas ana
hundreds of manufacturing plants,
went on strike at 3:30 o’clock this at-
ternoon.  Power was  immediately
shut off, The compuny announcea
that it would seek to restore service
as soon as officials of the ecompany
could get to the transformers and gas
stations,

The walk-out will also affect the
signal system of the Southern railway
between Greenville, 8. C., and Greens-
boro, N. €, and the service of the
Western Unfon Telegraph company,
whoge power is secured from the lines

nf this company

As soon as the strike was an-
nounced one of the resident engineera
of the Southern Power company went
to one of the local transformer sta-
tions and prepared to start the cur-
rent again, when 25 of the strikera
threatened bodily injury. Police re-
serves stopped the disorder and the
company announced that service will
be restored when the officers of the
company, many of whom ecnme
from the ranks, will take charg:
the operation of the lines,

up
o

SOLDIERS” BONUS
DECLARED PALTRY |

Representative Pou Appeals for Non-
Partisan Action in the !

Matter, }

Washington, Aug, 12

the 360 war bonus paid 1o discharged

Declaring
|
|
soldiers and sailors was “paltry” as
compared with 2240 pald war

IPou,

WOrk-

ers, Hepresentative Demoerat, |

of North Cgrolina, In the hoyse rm].n-!
asked for non-partizsan a--m»i.‘in'rulit-nF
of Republicans and “Democrats In+

dealing with additional bonuses
“When we deal with the soldiers,"
he snid, T hope there will he no polit-
fcal differences. 1 hope there wil] be|
no sparring for political advantnges. |
The addition® bones shonld be large
ancueh to give all discharged soldiers
and satlors a good start as clvilians. |
“The watch dogs” of the treasury, |
Mr. Pou stated, "‘hnrrn:'-i
stricken at the amount of the Appro-
priation."” Justice should be
these men at any cost, he sald.

would be

done l

FIRST PROFITEER IS
CONVICTED ANDFINED

Grocer Pays $300 for Selling
Sugar at Fifteen Cents a
Pound in Binghamton.

WILL SETTLE THE TROUBLE

Attorney General Palmer Says a
Few Such Convictions in Each
State Will Put a Stop to the
Practice.

Washington, Aug. 13. —Important
new developments in the governments
fight to reduce the high cost of living
came today,

One of the most interesting was the
announcement by Attorney
Palmer that the first
tion for profitecring

ieneral
federal convie-

had  been ob-

tained. District Attorney Lucey tole-
graphed from Binghamton, N. Y..
that a retail grocer had been fined
$500 for selling suear at 15 cents a
pound. No details wera given and
the law under which the case was

brought was not known here,

“A lew good ecases of profiteering
in each state will settle that trouble, "
Palmer remarked

To Include Clothing,

In order to bring to book persons
guilty of raising exorbitantly
or hoarding food to advance prices,
Mr. Palmer submitted to the agricul-
tural committees congress the
draft to the food
control act extending its provisions to

prices

of

of an amendment

clothing and containers of foods and
feeds, providing a penalty of
£5.000 o1 imprison-
ment or both for violation of the law.

Chairman Haughen of the house
committee announced that the amend-
ment would be considered immediate-
Iy by a subcommittee and that a re-
port might be made tomorrow.

It is Mr. Palmer's {dea that this
amendment should be considered be-
fore taking up other amendment BUE~-
gested by President Wilson to extend
the effective life of the food control
act beyvond the war period.

The Sinews of War,

Three cabinet officials asked special
appropriations from congress for the
campaign against inflated prices. Sec-
retary Hedfield requested $410.000
for the work of the bureau of stand-
ards in assuring full weight and!
measures and of the bureau of fish-
eries in introducing new fish foods..
Secretary Wilson asked $475,000 for
the emplovment of special agents and
others and Mr. Palmer requested $1 .-
000,000 for the bureau of investiga-
tions and for the expenses of state
food administrators assisting the De-
partment of Justice. Another $200,-
000 was asked for anti-trust sujts, es-
pecially that against the big five pack-
ing companies. The attorney general
also wants £200.000 for other worl
of the department, not directly con-
nected with the living problem, suche
as the enforcement of war time pro-
hibition, prosecution of appeals and
hiring of special assistants.

“Cat Red Tape.'

Asked today if he had any reports
indicating sufficient food held in stor-
d4Ee to affect prices materfally if re-
leased, Mr. Palmer revealed that a
number of governors had appealed to
him to cut “red tape”
the market “amazing
fondstuffs now

and

fine two years'

in foreing on
quantities' of

In storage

In some
It was said, the food has been
longer than permitted by state

technicalities regarding in-
commereoe

Cases,
held
laws, hut

terstate have presentod

| the governors from undertaking seiz-

ure or prosecution
dered all district

the governors

Mr,
attorney

Palmer or-
o asaiat

Reports of excessive
held storage
from at least

stocks of foodd
hl'l‘n receivodd
six states, the attornoy
general said. He declined 1o be more
specific, but it was indicated that
New Jersey was one of the states.
Storage Conditions,

Storage conditions are also engng-
ing the attention of the state food ad-
ministrators, several

In have

of whom have

Inskml if they were authorized to pub-

lish the facts where it appeared that
more food was being held from the
public than the rensonahle
ments of a dealer demanded,
“I told them to go right ahead and
use the names." Mr. Palmer an-
naunced declsively. 1 am interested
in getting as much Information omn

require-

to

{Continued on Page Four,)



