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{/N the winter of 1882 the theatrical
" managers of New York and Brook-

H0UT 3

g LR m decided that, In order to re
Pncew ::e:ro the many cases of distress
Jlres reported throughout the theatrical
Casrance professlon, It was necessary to cre-
ate a permanent fund which would

We nylat be immediately avallable for Lhe
.o the 1 purpose. This fund was to be
Dy known as the “Actors’ Fund,” but

AL B auc as it was to be ralsed by the

:“'0‘- be, of all classes connected with the business

.bllc amusements, it would be devoted, with-
“resorvation, to any and all persons who have
e':t tl:.| connected with sald amusements, in any
aapacity whatadever.

Benefit performances were glven at the prin
+elipal theaters in New York and Brooklyn on a
<cortain day for the purpose of creating a founda-
tion for the fund. The recelpts from the sale of
tickets and donations for these performances
were $39,335.80, Among the largest donations
were: James Gordon Bennett, $10,000; John Ja-
cob Astor, $2,600; Edwin Dooth, $1,000.

The fund was Incorporated according to the
laws of the stale, June 8, 1882, and on July 16th
a permanent organization was effected with the
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Zollowlng officers: President, Lester Wallack:
vice-presldent, A. M. Palmer; secretary, Danlel
Frohman; treasfeor, Theodore Moss. The board
-@f trustees lw:'m: Lester Wallack, l2dwin Booth,
~Jogpnh Jamq;;;)\-,l..m. H. Mailory, Lawrence Bar-

“rett, H. C. Miner, W, E. Sinn, A. M. Palmer, ld-

“ward Harrigan, Willlam Henderson, John F.
-Poole, P, T. Barnum, W. J. Florence, Willlam
‘Blreh, J. K. Emmett and J. H. Haverly. The

eounsel for the fund was A, J, Dittenhoefer,

The report of the secretary for the flrst year
of the fund's existence showed a disbursement of
$12,349.07. Rellef had been given to over four
Jiundred actors in different parts of the Unlon,
and thirty-two had been burled In California,
Texas and other parts of the country. Thus the
fund had prevented the sick and needy from
‘#eeking charity, and had glven respectable inter-
aent to those who would otherwlse have been
burled In pauper’s graves.

One day in the spring of 1900 Louls Aldrich,
an actor, and Al. Hayman, a theatrlcal manager,
Bat In the latter' office In the Empire Theater,
wew York:

“The actors’ fund has nt last passed resolu-
tions approving my plan to bulld a home for old
actors," sald Aldrich. “You know that I have
been agitating this acheme for years, with little
or no encouragement; nobody believes It feasible,
©on account of the expense. 1 bellieve now, as I

. mlways have, that I can make a success of $L 180T

n

can only get a substantial sum to start my sub-
#eription. You've made a good deal of money
out of tho theatrieal business, Al; give me some-
thing tangible for a starter.”

“How much will you require, altogether?” Hay-
man asked,

“It will take about one hundred thousand dol-
dars,” was the reply.

“How much do you think 1 ought to give?"

“Oh, about ten thousand dollars.”

“Well,” replied Hayman, “I'll glve you ten
thousand dollars, if the dramatic profession will
ralse ninety thousand."

“I'm afrald- we can't ralse that much right

away,” Aldrich sald; “but I belleve we could
xalse fifty thousand now, and tha balance later.”

“All right,” sald Hayman, “I'll give you ten
thousand, If you'll raise fifty thousand.”

“That's a bargaln,” exclaimed Aldrich. *“Glve
me your check, and if I don't raise the ATty
thousand, I'll return it."”

The check for ten thousand dollars was glven
to Aldrich, and he took {t to the editor of the
New York Herald, who agreed to hold the money
and recelve further donatlons. The next day
the Herald announced that It had ten thousand
dollars as a nucleus for a fimd to bulld a home
for actors, and would recelve subscriptions, The
response was magle. Money poured in by malil,
express, telegraph and cable. In twenty days
the subscription reached fifty-five thousand dol-
iars, besiden the original tem thousand, and the
books were closed for the time belng,

The matter was allowed to reat until the spring
of 1901, when a number of benefit performances
were glven In New York, Philadelphla and Chl-
cago to ralse additlonal money needed to com-
plete the work so ausplciously begun.

The committeo Intrusted with the selection of
a plte for the home purchased “Beechlawn,” *he
enty-acro estate of Richard Penn Smith at
st Brighton; Staten Island. Tho bullding wus
hed, and on May 8, 1902, the Actors’ Fund
wag opened and dedieated with imposing
fon, The address of the day was made
Jofferson,

, ‘the dramatlc professlon owes to
c¢h ;more than it does to any single
the possession of this beautiful homo.
NU9hTkod B¢ the scheme for years, No one elso

P

belleved It feaslble, but Aldrich never lost faith
In his abllity to carry It to a successful conclu-
slon,

In this ideal abode are assembled thirty-one
former votarles of the sock and buskin. They
are the Romeos, Melnottes, Rosalinds and Ca-
milles of bygone days. They were the idols of
your fathers and your grandfathers—yes, and
some of your great-grandfathers; for none Is ad-
mlitted to the hoine under fifty-five, and many of
the Inmates are octogenarians.

On a winter's evening the sllver-halred women
are accustomed to gather in the parlor or library,
and over their sewing or crocheting tell once
more of the beauty and charm of Adelalde Nel-
son, the wonderful characterizations of ILucile
Western, and sublime genius of Charlotte Cush-
man; while downstairs in the billlard or card
room the men have gone back to play agaln with
Davenport, McCullough, Warren, Owens, Burton
and the peerless Forrest. Jefferson, Barrett and
Edwin Booth are spoken of casually; they belong
too much to the present.

“Ah! there anre no tragedlans like Forrest now-
adays,” one veteran sighs In a volce that sug-
gestg the ghost In Hamlet.

“And no comedlans llke Burton,” deplores an-
other,

“No, nor any pantomimists llke George Fox:
the art dled with him,” laments a third,

“There were glants In those days,” If these
veterans are to be believed; and who shall galn-
sny them? None can; and surely none would
ciare Lo,

Two marrled couples grace the home, refuting
the often heard remark, “There are no happy
marrlages In the profession.” They are Mr, and
Mrs. Samuel Chester and Mr. and Mrs. George
Morton: Mr. and Mrs, Chester have been mar-
rled forty-seven years, and have seldom been
separated durlng thelr long connection with the
stage. Mr, and Mrs, Morton have been married a
somewhat shorter time than the Chesters.

The oftrepeated question, “Are they happy?”
fs well answered In the following Incident. An
old friend of one of the couples mentioned ex-
tended an Invitation to them to visit him and
his family at their country home. The palr re-
plied, thanking him for his Invitation and apolo-
glzilng for not accepting, but stating that they
wero 80 happy in thelr new home that they could

not hear the thought of leaving It, even for a
short time .

One of the most Interesting figures in this
unlque household is Harry Langdon—"Handsome
Harry” they called him in the days when he
played dashing parts opposite .Adelalde Nellson,
Charlotte Cushman and Eliza TLogan. Though
well Into his elghtleth year, Mr. Langdon was
reading a book without glasses when I was in-
troduced to him,

“No, I have never felt the need of glasses,” he
snld in answer to my question regarding it. “I
may have to get some later, but now I read by
elther daylight or artificial light without any In-
conveniénce.”

“Tell me something about Forrest, Mr. Lang-
don,” I asked him; “some anecdotes; If you can
think of any."”

“There are go many,” he replled, "that it fs
hard to think where to begin. One that has been
told often, and sometimes attributed to other
people, really occurred while I wag pregsent. A
young actor was rehearsing a part, but did not
seem to grasp the proper meaning of the lines.
Forrest flnally lost his patience, and after re-
hearsing the scens for the young man with all
his tragle power, turned to him and exclalmed:
‘There, that's the way It ought to be done—why
don’t you do it like that?'

“'Uf I could do It llke that, Mr. Forrest, the

actor repllied, ‘I wouldn't be working for slx dol-
lare a week.'

“Forrest was a bad sallor, and once, when we
were making a water trip between two coast
towns, the sea became choppy and the governor
had to go below, where he suffered all the misery
of seasickness. Finally he sent for the captain
to come to his state-room,

“'How much is this old tud of yours worth?
he groaned as the skipper appearad.

“'l don't know exactly, Mr. Forrest,’ was the
reply; ‘why do you ask?

“‘Because I want to buy It and chain it up to
a rock where it can't move,’ roared Forrest.

“E, L. Davenport was one of the greatest act-
org this country ever produced,” continued Mr.
Langdon. “For versatility he has never had an
equal; he could do a song and dance with as
much grace as any speclalist in that line, and
turn round and play Hamlet and Brutus with al-
most any of them, Davenport was a great guy-
er; his nature was sunny and he loved fun, Law-
rence Barrett was the antithesis of Davenport:
dignity and austerity were his most marked
characterlstics. Davenport was playing Brutus
to Darrett's Casslus on one occasion. In the
first act of the play Brutus says to Cassius.

*“*'TNl then, my noble friend, chew upon this.’
At this polnt Brutus and Cassius clasp hands.
As thelr hands met, Casslus felt something soft
and mushy being squeezed into his hand by the
noble Brutus. A slimy substance oozed through

) hig fingers and dropped off on the floor: it was

a ripe tomato, which Drutus had given Cassius
to ‘chew upon.' Barrett could not resist the ridie-
ulousness of the situation, and had to turn his
back to the audlence to hide his laughter.”

EfMe Germon--dashing, laughing, laughter-mak-
ing EMe Germon, of the Wallack Stock Company,
and many other metropolitan companies—is a re-
cent guest of the home.

“They say I'm too short for grandes dames,”
said Mlss Germon; “and of course I know my
time has passed for soubrettes, although T feel as
young as 1 dld at thirty, and would like to work,
but they won't let me; 80 here I am, and It's a
mighty fine place to be, under the eclrecum-
stances, I'm only sixty (she aoesn't look more
than forty-flve) and I come of a long-lived fam-
{ly. My mother, who dled only n few weeks ago,
wasg elghty-seven, and my aunt, Mrs, Elizabeth
baunders, 1s still living In San Francisco, at the
age of ninety-one. She Is propably the oldest
player, male or female, allve. I

One of the lively boys of the home {g Charles
Gonzales, who 18 a youngster of seventy-six. Mr.
Gonzales had a Spanish father and an Irlsh moth-
er, 8o he says he doesn’t know whether he Is an
Irish Spaniard or a Spanish Irlshman. Mr, Gon-
zales amuses himgelf with palette and brush, and
his room containg many water colors done by hig
hand, Besides this, he is manager of the “Home
Quartette,” and with Mesdames Morton, Brennan
and Campbell contributes musical evenings for
the pleasure of the other guests,

Since the home was opened there have been
admitted altogether elghty-one guests,

Of this number thirty have died, and twenty
have returned to their familles or friends, but
are still provided for by the fund. The fund does
not demand that one should go to the home in
order to recelve nssistance; It 1s purely a matter
of cholce, and ald 18 glven the needy outside the
home, as well as within, There are at present
over seventy persons outside the home who are
being cared for py the fund. Strange to say, the
home has neve¢ been fllled to its capaclty, the
thirty-one inmafes now there being the largest
number It has §ver contalned. There are accom-
modations for/nineteen more, with mno furthes
applications, A
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Is a positive oure for weakness and
_ioflammation

. Backache
mady symptome :
dure through weaknesa or displacement of tha womanly

organs were vory much
was very weak,
nervous headaches, in fact, I suffered all over,
This was my condition when I wrote to you for

ter taking
tion’ for about three

which ¢ome women ege.

Mrs. Lizzie White of Memphis, Tean., wrote
Dr. R. V. Piorco, as follows 1 S R

“ At times I wae
' K beliove X ha

bardly able to be on say feets -
d _avery pain and ache a‘er’omm
Had .-*'.Iz.l!ld case. Internal
itoased and my lus:h ;
X suffored a great doal wi i

your *Favorite Presorip-
lnc:ntln oan say that my :

health was never boetter,”

Dr. Pierce’s Favorite Prescription

disease of the ferzinine organiem.
heals ulceration and soothes puin. Tones and bu

o not permft @ dishonest dealer to substitute for this medioine which has @
record of 40 years of oures. *‘‘ No, thenk you, I want what I ask for,””

Dr. Pierco’s Pleasant Pellofs Iaduce mild matural Bowel movement once a day.

It allaye
lda up the nerves,

Loyalty. g
“So lightning struck Speeder's au-
tomobile?"”
“Well, SBpeeder claims it was his au-
tomoblile that struck the lightning.”—
Puck,

New Dlsappointment.
First Summer Girl—So you thought
a man was coming?
Second Summer Glrl—Yes: but as
we got a closer view we saw It was
only a bird.—Puck. I

CHILLS AND FEVER AND AGUR
Ragidly disappear on using Rilixir
Babek, & proventatlve for all Malarial
Diseases.

“I recommend ‘Elixir Habek'® to all
sufferers of Malaria and Chills, Have
suffered for meveral years, have tried
everything, but falled, untll I came
across your wonderful medlcine. Can
truly say it has cured me.,”"—Qeorge In-
scoa, Company G, 4th Batalllon,
Elixir Babek 60 cents, all drugglsts or
Kloczewskl & Co.,, Washington D. C.

When the Minister Scored.

In a contribution to the Christian
Register, Thomas R. Slicer tells this:
“Some men the other night, in con-
versation with me, knowing I was a
minister—and it is the spirit of this
time to put it up to a minister in
terms at least of gentle satire—-sald:
‘We have been discussing consclence,’
and one of them sald, I have given a
defilnition of consclence; it is the ver-
micular apendix of the soul, and they
laughed. And I sald, 'That i3 a good
deflnition In your case; you mnever
know you have it until it hurts you.’
Then they did not laugh.”

Easy to Arrange.

“Do you know what a fortunate lit-
tle boy you are?” rather patronizingly
Inquired a young lady of the laddile
whose mother Is her dearest comrade.
“Here, I invited mamma to go away
for a lovely time with me, but she
wouldn't because it wasn't a place
where we could take children, and
she thought she'd rather be at home
with you. But I don't blame her,” as
the wide eyes grew wistful, ‘“for I
think I'd rather stay at home also, if
I had a nice little boy llke you!”

“Why don't you get one?" queried
the child, briskly. “I'll'tell Dr. John-
son to bring you the next one he finda,
if you like!"

GRABBED HIM.

£ - L] ely
She—Old Brown sald if he were
twenty-filve years younger he would
marry me.
He—Twenty-filve years
Why, that’'s just my age.
Bhe—Oh, Charlie, this {8 so sud-
den|

younger?

A LADY LECTURER
Feeds Nerves and Brains Sclentifically,

A Jady lecturer writes from Philadel-
phia concerning the use of right food
and how she In enabled to withstand
the straln and wear and tear of her
arduous occupation. She says:

“Through improper food, imperfect»
ly digested, my health was complete-
ly wrecked, and I attribute my recov-
ory entirely to the regular. use of
Grape-Nuts food, It has, I assure you,
proven an inestimable boon to me.

“Almost immediately atfter beginning
the use of Grape-Nuts I found a grati-
fying change in my condition, The ter-
rible weakness that formerly pros-
trated me after a few hours of work,
was perceptibly lessened and is now
only a memory—it never returns,

“Ten days after beginning on Grape-
Nuts I experienced a wonderful in-
croase in mental vigor and physical
energy, and contlnued use has entire-
ly freed me from the miserable in-
gomnia and mnervousness from whlcl;
I used to suffer so much,

“I find Grape-Nuts very palatable
and would not be without the crisp,
dellcious food for e¢ven a day on any
conalderation, Indeed, I always carry
it with me on my lecture tours.”

Read the little book, “The Road to
Woellvlille,” In pkgs, “There's a reason,”

Hver read the above letter? A new
omeé appears from tlm: to time. Ther
are genuine, true, and full of hu_-um

intereat. “ -

BARGAIN OF M. D. AND D. D.

Mutual Obllgations Entered 'Into That
8Surely 8hould Have Been
Batisfactory.

Newell Dwight Hillis, the now fa-
mous New York preacher and author,
some years ago took charge of the
First Presbyterian church of Evans-
ton, 1ll. Bhortly after golng there he
required the services of a physiclan,
and on the advice of one of his par
ishloners called in a doctor: aoted for
his his abllity properly to emphasize a :
good story, but who attended church ~~~ — ~
very rarely. He proved very satisfao-
tory to the young preacher, but for
some reason could not be induced to
render a bill. Finally Doctor Hillls,
becoming alarmed at the inroads the
bill might make in his modest stipend,
went to the physiclan and sald: "“See
here, doctor, I must know how much
I owe you."

Atter some urging, the physician re-
plied: “Well, I'll tell you what I'll
do with you, Hillls. They say you're
a pretty good preacher, and you seem
to think I am a falr doctor, go I'll
make this bargaln with you. I'll do
all I can to keep you out of heaven If
you do all you ean to keep me out of
hell, and it won't cost either of us
a cent. It s a go?’"—Cosmopolitan
Magazine,

“WHY SHOULD | USE
CUTICURA SOAP?2

“There is nothing the matter with
my skin, and I thought Cuticura Soap
was only for skin troubles.” True, it
is for skin troubles, but its great mis-
slon Is to prevent skin troubles, For
more than a generation its delicate
emollient and prophylactic properties
have rendered it the standard for this
purpose, while its extreme purity and
refreshing fragrance give to it all the
advantegeB bf the best of tollet,
It 18 also invaluable in keepi:
hands soft and white, the hall
and glossy, and the se¢alp fr
dandruft and irritation, ~

While its flrst cost 18 a few cents
more than that of ordinary tolilet
soaps, it 18 prepared with such care
and of such materials, that it wears
to a wafer, often outlasting several
cakes of other goap, and making its
use, In practice, most economical,

Cutlcura Soap is sold by druggists and

dealers everywhere, but the truth of .
these clailms may be demonstrated

without cost by sending to “Cuticura,”

Dept. 23 L, Boston, for a llberal sam-

rle cake, together with a thirty-two

page book on the skin and hair.

- A Distinctlion.
“Mra. Flubbit appears to be some-
what cold and distant since Mr. Flu :
bit acquired wealth.” %
“Yes. While she isn't quite so fri
id as the show girls in musical cofa-
edies, etill, she {8 unbearably
haughty.”

-

Where It Polnts.

“For whom 13 she wearing black§l<
her late husband?” )

“No, for her next. She knows slie

looks well In {t."—Judge.

MALARIA
BUILD THI SYSTE
Take the Old Btandard GROVE'S TASTHL!
OUILL TONIO. You know what you are takip
The {urmulu 18 pinin rinted on every bott)
showing it is elmply Quinine and Iron in n tastel
forin, and the most offectval form. For gro
people and ohlldren, 60 conts,

TO DRIVE OUT
AND

Slang to Define Slang.
“He's in bad.”
“Yes; he's all in.”

For NIKADACHE—iicks® OAPUDIN

Whether from Oolds, Heat, Stomach ¢
Nervoua Troubles, Capudine will relleve yo
It's liguld—plensant to take—ncta fmme
ately. ry it. 100., 250., and b0 centa at dru
stores,

He who knows most grleves
wasted time.—Dante,

fo

Mras, Winslow's Boothing Byrup for Ohlldre
teething, softens the guwms, reduces Inflamm
tlon, allays paln, curea wind colle, 250 & bottl

Sincerity is the saving merit now}
and always.—Carlyle.

The Wretchedness

of Constipation |
Can quickly be overcome by i l
CARTER’S LITTLE b

LIVER PILLS.

Purely vegetable
—act/surely and
ntly on the ¢4
B\lrloir. Cure
ousness,
Head-

Dizzi. & 3 i e
ness, and Indigestion. They do their duty.ﬁ
SMALL PILL, SMALL DOSE, SMALL PRICE, s

Genuine must bear Signature, |
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