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SUGAR-COATED INTERVENTION.

While the situation between  the
United States and Germany, brought
about by the !atter's submarine war-
fure on merchanumen of neutral coun-
tries, and merchustmen  of  belll-
gerents having citizens  of  neutral
countries aboard, is somewhat straln-
ed,at present, this 18 not by any
means the gravest problem confront-
Ing the administration just at this
e,

Helations with German are far from
a eritleal stage, but at the rate de-
velopments have occurred in the past

Iew weeks one eannot tell what day

| the sltuation may become filed with

danger. But a problem nearer at

hand than thot confronting us In the
German question and a step which it
would uppear at this time the United
States Is golng to be compelled to
take sooncr or Ilater Is that of inter-
vention in Mexivo,

Prevalling opinfon at  Washington
Is that the administration has reach-

ed a point where it |8 prepared to take
steps to end the state of anarchy ex-
Isting beyond the Rio Grande. In-
tervention, it Is bLelleved by the best
thinkera of the country, Is the only
thing that Is golng to end this an-
archy. Presiden! Wilson has re-
peatedly declared that he would never
countenance any interference with
the right of the Mexicans to settle
thelr own quarrels, thinking the ques-
tion of human liberty too much in-
volyed, The presldent’s stand on this
mutler has led to the general bellef
thut intervention by the United States
In Mexlean affalrs was out of the
question,

Later, however, a new satate of al-
fairs has developed, or Washington
lias been made to see the situation
differently. It Is the starvation of
the people of Mexico as a result of
the ruin brought about in the ecoun-
try through the civil warfare. The
Hed Cross has made a strong appeal
for succor for these starving peo-
ple, and rellef ships bearing food are
to be sent out. In doing this the
United States s confronted with the
problem of preventing the dlversion
of this food for the use of the mili-
tary factionillsts. This may give rise
to necessity or opportunity for Inter-
vention of a new form. It may be
necessary to dispatch several v 1

AFTER THIS WAR

This theory limps obviously when

important is the judgment of such a

volving a more complete breakdown
are accomplished, may we not rely at

at least?

“Holland, Prof. Johnston points out,

of 1870."

(Chicago Tribune,)

After war had been declared in Europe and pacifist theorists had been
compelled to retreat from thelr position that a memeral war was “humanly
Impossible’” they have been hasing their opposition to preparedness on the
theory that the world wili be s0 war weary and so exhausted when peace is
made that we need fear no aggression,

directed at the ease of Japan, so an

Claborate effort to reveal Japan as a nation of saintlike unselfifishness has
heen made, though that, too, has now been someéwhat rebuffed by events,
The pacifist prophet and doctrinaire is not, howeéver, our concern. More

man as the late Admiral Mahan, who

before he died expressed the opinion that Europe would be sick of war for
nny years after the present confiiet.
and there 18 no question that America will work to make it as near & cer- ||
tuinty as fs possible in this world. But whether a federation for peace, with
a relinble machinery for pacific adfustment of international differences and a
partial disarmament, can be brought about must depend entirely upon events
which no one but a pacifist theorizer wounld predict at this stage—events in-

This surely {8 at least a probability,

of the European system and a more

complete break with the past than seems now at all Hkely.
‘But if no constructive and Institutional changes for the assurance of peace

least upon such a moral revulsion and

theer materinl exhaustion that war will become impossible for a generation

A suggestive comment on this theory of the exhaustive effects of war is
made by Prof. R. M, Johnston of Harvard in a small but very interesting book
which we should like every American, and especially every congressman, to
read at this time—"Arms and the Race" (the Century company),

“sustained one of the most desolating

wars recorded in modern history, and a war that lasted, with scarcely an in-
terruption, for no less than forty years (1568-1609)., Towards the close of
the conflict success, coupled with msaritime preponderance, inclined to the
Duteh arms. Heardly had it terminated when the Dutch people displayed
such extraordinary energy as perhaps no European State has ever equaled.
Almost immediately they caplured the carrying trade of Europe and devel-
oped a commercial clvilization that was the wonder and envy of all their
nelghbore. Three years before the truce of 1609 it was already reckoned
that the Dutch had three ships to the English one, while half a century later
Colbert stated that there were about twenty Dutch ships to every Freénch one,
Their citles throve as none other In Europe. Their art rivaled that of Italy
and Spain and France. With_(]rotiun tuey founded systematic international
law. With Spinoza a little later they founded the philosophy of materlalism.”

Prof. Johnston’s explanation is that “the energy generated by war, the
confidence engendered by success, and the adaptability and resourcefulness
taught by military enterprise far offset debit that may come from the loss
of a percentage of the young male population.” *“Successful war,” he as-
serts, "even of such prolonged and devastating character as the Duteh war
for Independence, is the sure forerunner of a vigorous period of expansion;"
and he adds: “For modern instances of the rule we need seek no further
than our own northern States after the civil war or Germany after the war

Historic parallels need cautious handling, but American statesmanship
and the American nation, whose will controls it, will tempt disaster if in spite
of the lessons of history and the warnings of preseut experience they assume
that the European complex is now to be resolved in unending peace and an
equilibrium established for the first time in the history of the world.. Buch a
felicltous outcome {s imaginable. It is not in the least probable.

and a detachment of the army to
Mexico to protect the shipments of
food
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If you want the tip top of style this

is the recruiting
wardrobe.

We have a scout that finds out just
what is doing in the field of fashion
—and keeps this store stocked with

the right supplies

wants the correct armament to win

success.
Manhattan Shirts

B-O-E Shirts 50c to $1.50.

Sport Shirts 50¢ to $2.

Arrow Collars 2 for 25¢.

Clocked Socks 50c.

Weightless and warmthless sum-

mery suits—Palm
—37 to $10.

Worsted Suits $10 to $25.

BOCares

T te_Star with & Consclenca

station for your

for the man who

$1.50 to $3.50.
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Frigld Repartee.

Mrs. Fiunegan kept
liouse” and one day young
came to her with several complaints.
She listened in sllence ior g few mo-
mente, but as the young man waxed
eloquent she lost her patlence.

“Don't 1 know every one of the
tricks of your trade?' sald Johnson,
with conslderable heat,
think I have lived in boarding houses
156 years for nothlng?’

“Well,"” replied Mra. Finnegan, fclly,
“I shouldn't be at all surprised.”

One From Mother.

A Chicago matron of great beauly
called one day upon a friend, bring-
ing with her her 10-year-old daughter,
who promises to be as handsome as

Thé callers were shown into a room

P.XESS COMMENT

Let Him Confess.
(Charlotte Observer.)

There {8 no doubt about the fact
that Charles A. Becker, under sen-
tence to dle in the clectric chair
during the week of July 12, has se-
creta locked fn his breast that would
be o ftremendous importance in New
York criminal circles, There 1s a
hopé expreased In some quarters
that he will decide (o reveal theau
secrets, but thes: hopes are possibly
not so strong as tha fears entertained
by others that he might do so. Beck-
er, it is sald, has made up his mind
not to consent to an appeal based on
mercy, but he Is willing 0 make a
confeaslon, !f Lis life may be saved
therrby. Governo: Whitiman should
strike the barga's. Tha revelativas
which Becker iright make wouid
fust iy that act'ac  Becker's version
of the killing ot Mermun RFosenthal

ness pitted against unreadiness and
muddling c¢an achleve. It has seen
what easy going optimlsm covering
unpreparedness costs, and it will de-
mand of the next congress that Its
negligence and incompetence make
way for actlon under the guidance
of men who know.

Clvillan Ministers.
(Philadelphla Record.)

Obvioualy the position of a eivillan
secretary of war or secretary of the
navy Is a v..y delicate one durlng a
war. II he would not handicap the
service at the head of which he Is,
he must exercise his functions in the
most general way. ‘He cannot safe-
interfere much with the performance
of his duties by the commander of an
army or of g fleet, who ik, in a legal
sense, his subordinate. He can
speak with authority on the political
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